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Introduction

Once again it was pleasing to see candidates being able to engage effectively across the
range of Levels in the Advanced Level paper 1E, Russia, 1917-91: from Lenin to Yeltsin.
Candidates were generally well prepared and centres are to be commended for the wealth of
knowledge and the standard of analysis that candidates deploy in their answers to breadth
questions. There is also a growing confidence amongst candidates in their analysis of the
Interpretation extracts. Many of the responses were interesting and enjoyable to read.

The paper is divided into three sections. Both Sections A and B comprise a choice of essays –
one from two in each – that assess understanding of the period in breadth (AO1) by targeting
the second order concepts of cause, consequence, change, continuity, similarity, difference
and significance. Section C contains a compulsory question which is based on two given
extracts. It assesses analysis and evaluation of historical interpretations in context (AO3).

The majority of candidates organise their time effectively, and once again there were very
few examples at all of candidates not answering questions in all three sections. There
continued to be, however, a large number of candidates whose handwriting was illegible.
Although it is acknowledged that many candidates will not have practised writing in
long-hand as much as in the past, candidates need to be aware that legible handwriting is
important in communicating their arguments; examiners can only reward marks for the
material that they can read.
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It is clear that, in the AO1 sections, most candidates have very good knowledge of the specific
elements/key features covered in each of the four Key Themes. However, this knowledge is
not always being deployed to answer the specific question being asked. Questions can be
focused on the Key Themes or on wider aspects of political, economic and social
developments over time. Many candidates seemed to identify the Theme that the given
factor had been taken from and then just deploy information about other factors in that
Theme whether they were relevant to the focus of the question or not. For example, Q1
focused on the consolidation of the Soviet regime and the role of the mass media and
propaganda in the process of consolidation (crossing Themes) but many candidates wrote a
response that centred more on controlling the people (Theme 3). This led to many responses
being rewarded high Level 3-mid Level 4, scoring well on BP2 of the generic mark scheme but
not always analysing relevant key features (BP1) or organising a logical, coherent and precise
argument (BP4). This issue was exacerbated in some cases where it appeared that
candidates were writing ‘rehearsed’ responses in relation to the specific factors within a
Theme rather than responding to the specific question asked. The areas of focus in Section A
and B were: Q1 – the consolidation of the Soviet regime; Q2 – the decline of the Soviet
economy; Q3 – sustaining the Soviet regime; Q4 – attitudes of the Soviet regimes.
Concentrating on the factors rather than the focus of the question means that responses
often do not meet ‘fully’ the conceptual demands of the question and that criteria applied
may not be wholly relevant. Writing knowledge about a factor and then stating that this
therefore means that Bolshevik power was consolidated or that the Soviet regime was
sustained does not analyse the relationship of that key feature/factor to the focus or the
relative importance of that key feature/factor to others.

Following on from above, there was also an increased tendency for candidates not to keep to
the time periods identified in the questions. Quite often candidates wanted to include
detailed knowledge of the Stalin era in questions that at best required a light touch in
reference to Stalin. Q1 covered the time period up to 1928 and so only required reference to
Stalin in relation to the period of the struggle for power, while Q2 and Q3 could validly refer
to Stalin’s legacy but did not require a detailed description of Stalin’s actions in relation to the
economy or the secret police. Also, there were a significant number of candidates who
included detailed information about Khrushchev in Q2 responses (covering 1964-85) and did
not include Khrushchev in Q3 responses (covering 1953-85).

There were also many responses that achieved Level 4 marks that analysed key features well
with sufficient knowledge but were not as secure in their knowledge to ‘fully’ meet the
demands of the question or precise enough in their development of an argument to reach
Level 5. This often highlighted misconceptions. For example, references to the cult of the
personality in Q1 responses often referred to Lenin’s creation of his own personality cult and
in Q3 knowledge of Khrushchev’s changes to the secret police led to assertions that the
secret police had no impact on sustaining the Soviet regime during his period in power at all.
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It may be worth looking back at the comments in the 2023 Examiner report about the
importance of planning, the differences between chronological and thematic approaches to
questions covering the whole time period and the expectations of combining analysis and
knowledge in A level responses for Sections A and B.

In Section C, the strongest answers demonstrate a clear focus on the need to engage with
the different arguments given within the two extracts recognising that these are historical
interpretations. These responses provide a comparative analysis of the merits of the different
interpretations offered in relation to the view presented in the question. High-scoring
responses explore the validity of the arguments offered by the two historians in light of the
evidence, both from within the extracts, and the candidates’ own contextual knowledge. The
best responses often discuss the extracts in relation to each other rather than separately.
Weaker responses often attempt to evaluate the extracts in relation to the quantity of factual
evidence provided or present a generalised discussion of the view with little reference to the
extracts themselves.

It is clear that most candidates are now aware of the need to build their responses around
the extracts and that a discussion of the extracts is required. At Level 3, most candidates
outline the arguments in the two extracts with some contextual knowledge in support but
often are rewarded at mid-Level 3 because they sum up the views in the extracts rather than
attempt to come to a judgement on the view. There are now very few references to
‘reconciling’ the extracts or lengthy memorised introductions with little real relevance to the
view in the question. There did seem to be a slight increase in responses that seemed ‘pre-
prepared’ and tried to fit the extracts into a discussion of the specification bullet points
rather than the view specified in the question in relation to the chosen extracts. Also, having
noted that last year there were fewer candidates who wrote responses using the extracts as
evidence for their own knowledge rather than using their contextual knowledge to validate
the extract, there seems to have been a return to this approach from a small but significant
number of candidates. A few candidates still attempt AO2 source evaluation in relation to the
provenance of the extracts; this is not required and rarely relevant.

The best Section C responses use contextual knowledge not only to expand the information
in the extracts but also to expand the discussion around the extracts. Candidates who select
contextual knowledge that validates or challenges the specific views and information in the
extracts are able to construct an evaluative argument that reach judgements on views given
in both extracts (Level 5 – BP3).

Overall, as last year, candidates had good knowledge and understanding of the ongoing
development of Russia/the USSR over seventy years of history and had an awareness not
only of the approaches of different leaders but the variability of approaches within their
periods of government. There continues to be a growing confidence with dealing with the
extracts and there were some very interesting essays written in all three Sections.
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Please note: It is recommended that centres look at a selection of Principal Examiner
Reports from across the different options within 9HI01 and previous series to get an overall
sense of examiner feedback, centre approaches and candidate achievement.

Centres may wish to refer to the Getting Started guide that is to be found on the Pearson
Edexcel GCE History website. Further resources that may be of use are the Applying Criteria
and Developing Student’s Understanding of Historical Interpretations documents to be found on
the Pearson Edexcel History GCE website. The Applying Criteria document gives guidance with
regard to the application of criteria for the different AOs tested at A level.

The candidates’ performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.
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Question 1

This was the more popular of the two Section A questions by far and was generally well done
with most candidates having a good knowledge of the role of mass media and propaganda in
the consolidation of the Soviet regime to 1928. Please note, it was not expected that both
elements would be dealt with to the same extent and many candidates effectively brought
them together rather than seeing them as separate. Stronger responses centred securely
on the focus of the question, determining the accuracy of the statement that, in the years
1917-28, Bolshevik control of the mass media and propaganda was the main reason for the
consolidation of the Soviet regime. Most strong responses were able to consider the
relationship of both mass media and propaganda to other factors – such as terror, political
manipulation, economic policies – that allowed the Bolsheviks to consolidate their hold on
power. Responses that referred to religion and arts and culture separate to propaganda
found it more difficult to explain their relationship to the consolidation of power; many of
these responses tended to assert a connection. Many of the better responses came to the
conclusion that, although control of mass media and propaganda were vital in informing and
persuading the people of the advantages of Bolshevik rule, the use of terror, particularly in
the period of civil war, was vital to the consolidation of power. There were some excellent
answers that suggested that political manipulation throughout the period and the role of
pragmatism in the first half decade were more important than mass media and propaganda
in the consolidation of the Soviet regime.

Many good responses did not get to the top of Level 4 or into Level 5 because they did not
really explore the relationships between the given factor and other factors. Often these
responses ignored the given factor until the end and so were not able to explore the relative
importance of the mass media and propaganda to the alternate ‘main reason’ chosen,
usually terror. These responses often ran out of time to discuss mass media and propaganda
adequately. It was often difficult to tell what the original question was from reading the
introduction and/or conclusion because the given factor was dismissed or briefly mentioned.
Better responses take the given factor and explore its relationship to the other factors rather
than candidates working their way through a list of different factors that might contribute
and asserting that each one is the main reason.
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Weaker responses tended to rely on generalised statements about the use of mass media
and propaganda and the use of terror, often referring to control of the radio or the use of the
secret police in general terms that could apply to any of the periods of rule in the USSR.
Many candidates who wrote about the cult of the personality were not clear about its
development and saw this as an element more important in the early period rather than
being more relevant to the consolidation of power in the years after Lenin’s death. Even at
Level 4, some candidates asserted that Lenin created his own personality cult rather than an
understanding of the Communist Party’s use of Lenin’s persona and meant candidates
missed an opportunity to take their response clearly into the period 1924-28 with Stalin’s
development of the cult. Many weaker responses provided descriptions of the Bolshevik
control of the television but this was a common misconception that was often briefly referred
to even in better responses.
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This is a Level 4 response.
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The response clearly focuses on factors that were significant in the the
consolidation of the Soviet regime. It develops mass media and
propaganda, terror and the consolidation of the political system and
does attempt to weigh the role of the mass media and propaganda in
relation to the use of terror, which it sees as being more important.
However, it is not wholly clear from the organisation of the response as
what to which factor is the given factor being analysed. Neither the
introduction nor the conclusion makes it clear that it is the role of
mass media and propaganda that is being evaluated.

Always organise the argument being made around the given factor(s)
outlined in the question.
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Question 2

The less popular of the two choices, candidates were required to consider the accuracy of the
statement that the failure of central planning played a significant role in the decline of the
Soviet economy in the years 1964-85. Candidates could approach this either by discussing
the extent to which the failure of central planning played a significant role and/or by
determining the role of the failure of central planning in relation to other significant factors.
Many of the candidates who did opt for this question either misread the question – often
referring to a lack of central planning – or had misconceptions as to central planning – with
many thinking that central planning was a ‘catch-all’ phrase for communist policies in general.
Many candidates also spent much of their response referring to Khrushchev’s policies while
he was in power and so also misreading the time period being assessed. References to the
legacies of both Stalin and Khrushchev while relevant did not require detailed descriptions of
central planning under their rule. Of note as well, is that questions that cover 1964-85, or
from indeed 1953-85, often lead to responses that are more descriptive or explanatory of the
policies under the different leaders of the time rather than exploratory or discursive.

Stronger responses focused on the impact of central planning on the decline of the Soviet
economy, referring to its stifling of initiative, the tendency towards inefficiency, the inability to
adapt and the question of quantity versus quality, writing about this in relation to other
factors such as the impact of the ‘social contract’, the military-industrial complex, an
apathetic workforce and subsidies to the satellite states. Weaker responses mainly described
Soviet economic policies across the period without differentiating the impact that they had in
relation to either central planning or to the decline of the economy. Many responses were
lacking in coherence as candidates struggled to explain the ‘lack of central planning’ rather
than the failure of central planning.
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This is a Level 5 response.
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This response is clearly exploring the role of central planning in the
decline of the Soviet economy. It is discursive in its organisation and
weighs up the role of central planning in the context of the time period
of the question in a sustained manner. It uses references to the
legacies of Stalin and Khrushchev to further the argument rather than
describing or explaining their policies, as might be found in some Level
3 or low Level 4 responses.

High Level 4 and Level 5 answers explore the given factor by showing
relationships between the key features of the period. Rather than
listing factors or using stock paragraph introductions try to discuss the
question that has been set.
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Question 3

Question 3 was the more popular of the Section B questions. Candidates were asked to
consider how significant the role of the secret police was in sustaining the Soviet regime from
1953-85. As this question was not asking whether the given factor was the ‘most’ significant
factor, candidates could either approach this question by focusing on the extent to which the
given factor was or was not significant or by considering its relative significance in relation to
other factors, such as the control of mass media or the expansion of social security policies.
It was clear that, in this series, candidates were more aware of the need to focus directly on
the given factor than they were in 2023 and most centred their responses around the role of
the secret police. There were, however, a significant number of candidates who would have
preferred the question to be about the role of the secret police in controlling the people and
responses often just asserted that key features/factors sustained the Soviet regime rather
than explaining and analysing the relationships.

Unlike in Q2, where many responses unnecessarily referred to the Khrushchev period, a
significant number of responses here began in 1964 rather than in 1953. Candidates should
be aware of Khrushchev’s policies regarding the secret police both from Key Theme 3 –
attacks on opponents of government – and Key Theme 1 – Khrushchev’s attempt to reform
government including de-Stalinisation.

Stronger responses were targeted on the wording of the question and focused on the impact
of the secret police in keeping the Soviet regime in charge. These included an analysis of
relationships between key issues and a focus on the concept (significance/impact) in the
question. These responses often referred to the lessening impact of the secret police under
Khrushchev in comparison to attempts at social reform and to the re-emergence of different
form of vigilance under Brezhnev and Andropov. The strongest responses often suggested
that the role of the secret police may have changed after Khrushchev came to power but
their presence continued to underwrite the regime throughout the period and/or that other
factors came more into play from 1953.

Weaker responses often began in 1964 rather than in 1953 and often suggested that
Andropov was the Soviet leader from 1953 without showing an understanding of his role as
head of the secret police before he became the Soviet leader himself. Many responses just
asserted that, because Khrushchev had reformed the role of the secret police, the secret
police had no impact at all on the Soviet Union between 1953-64, and dismissed the given
factor almost completely. Other responses merely described relevant factors rather than
considering the impact that they had. There was a great deal of description of Andropov’s
policies against dissidents without explaining how this related to sustaining the Soviet
regime.
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This is a Level 3 response.
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This response uses mostly accurate and relevant knowledge about the
use of the secret police in sustaining the Soviet regime. It does attempt
to establish criteria for judgement based on whether the secret police
sustained or hindered the regime and shows an understanding of the
reforms under Khrushchev and the policies under Brezhnev. The
response lacks some range and does show the general trend of the
argument but the organisation of the material lacks coherence. The
question is more orientated towards control of the people than
sustaining the Soviet regime.

This response has some good analysis and could have moved from
Level 3 into Level 4 with better organisation of the material being
discussed, greater coverage of the time period and greater
development of the points being made.
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Question 4

This question required candidates to consider the accuracy of the statement that, in the
years 1917-85, the Soviet regime’s attitudes towards the family as a social unit did not
change. Most candidates chose a chronological approach while others looked more
thematically at the various roles within the family. Many candidates focused on the role and
status of women in general rather than the attitudes toward the family as a social unit. While
it was valid for candidates to consider the role of women within the family as part of
attitudes toward the family as a social unit, it was not valid for the focus of the response to
be mainly about attitudes towards women in general. Many good responses remained in
Level 4 because it was not clear whether candidates really understood the concept of the
family as a social unit. Candidates often asserted that under Lenin the regime had a positive
attitude towards the family as a social unit because of the liberal policies towards women’s
reproductive and marriage rights without any awareness of the ideological opposition to
family at the time or the impact on the family as a social unit. The specification does require
knowledge and understanding of the concept of the family as a social unit and candidates
need to be aware that this does not necessarily correspond to attitudes towards the rights of
women.

As in previous series, there was also a tendency to look at the attitude of the leaders but it is
accepted that it is difficult not to see the attitude of the individual leaders as the attitude of
the government of a specific time period, particularly after 1928. There were some
candidates, however, who were able to consider structural attitudes over the whole time
period including being able to analyse the change from the initial Bolshevik antipathy
towards family back to more conservative attitudes towards the family after the ‘Great
Retreat’ (1936) with any changes in the post-Stalinist era being related to social and economic
support for the family.

Stronger responses were focused on the wording of the question and really attempted to
view government attitudes to the family as a social unit. Some responses were able to show
how the radical opposition to bourgeois family values of the early Soviet regime resulted in
attempts to redefine the concept of family but that after Stalin’s accession to power
conservative values once again emerged to be redefined as a ‘patriotic duty’.

Weaker responses tended to describe and explain, rather than explore, different elements of
family policy with an emphasis on Lenin and Stalin and on women and divorce. These
responses also tended to suggest that Khrushchev reverted to Leninist policies and that
Brezhnev and subsequent leaders were Stalinist. These responses were often limited in
development and lacking in coherence and structure, particularly losing coherence in the
long chronological responses.
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This is a Level 5 response.
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This response is focused on the concept of the family as a social unit
using a chronological approach. It clearly shows its understanding that
the period under Lenin was a time of upheaval for 'traditional' views of
the role and purpose of the family within Communist Russia.

If using a chronological approach, always make sure that you plan your
response to cover as much of the time period as possible so that you
do not spend too much time on the earlier period. Here the period
from 1917-28 is vital to set up the argument for change but the
response manages to cover the whole time period sufficiently to meet
the demands of the question.
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This is a Level 5 response.
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This response focuses on attitudes towards the family as a social unit
through a thematic approach. It analyses different aspects of the
family in relation to the differing ideals of the communist leadership
with regard to the role of the family within Soviet society. It deals with
the ideological role of the family, employment and rights.

Using a thematic approach can often lead clearly to a sustained
analysis of the key features.
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Question 5

Stronger responses developed a clear extract-based analysis of the extent to which the USSR
collapsed in 1991 because of Boris Yeltsin’s opposition to the Soviet government. Such
responses explored most of the arguments raised within the extracts. (Extract 1 centred on
Yeltsin’s opposition to the Soviet government with reference to Yeltsin’s open opposition to
Gorbachev as the newly elected president of the Russian Republic, Yeltsin’s influence on the
growth of nationalism within the Soviet Union, Yeltsin’s role in leading the resistance to
August 1991 attempted coup and his role in putting Gorbachev on the backfoot in the events
unfolding in the USSR. Extract 2 centred on the unintended consequences of Gorbachev’s
reforms including the undermining of the principal features of Communism and the shocked
reaction of many within the Communist Party.) Contextual knowledge was also used
effectively to validate/challenge the views provided in the extracts, such as the circumstances
surrounding Yeltsin’s emergence as the president of the Russian Republic, Yeltsin’s exact role
in the August 1991 attempted coup, the impact of Gorbachev’s reform policies and the
reactions of Soviet politicians, both hardliners and supporters of Gorbachev. The best
responses were able to note that nationalism in the republics and the fact that Gorbachev
was always trying to keep up with unfolding events were key elements of both extracts.
These responses also came to a reasoned judgement on the given view, referencing the
views in the extracts; this is essential to meet the requirement for bullet point 3 in the mark
scheme.

Most candidates found Extract 2 to be more convincing than the view regarding Yeltsin’s role
in Extract 1. However, this led to many unbalanced responses where the view under
consideration was dealt with less effectively than the alternate view. Stronger responses
tended to consider the view under question, first using Extract 2 to counter the agency of
Yeltsin. Many good Level 4 responses did not get into Level 5 because they often only gave
Extract 1 cursory consideration and wrote a response centred on Gorbachev rather than
using Extract 2 and contextual knowledge to challenge the validity of Yeltsin’s role. There
seemed to be less knowledge of Yeltsin’s role than the impact of Gorbachev’s reforms.

Weaker candidates showed some understanding of the extracts but tended to select
quotations or describe what was in the extracts. Quite often these candidates only read the
first few sentences of each interpretation commenting mainly on the role of Yeltsin as
president of the Russian Republic from Extract 1 and the reforms of Gorbachev from Extract
2. This meant that many responses failed to comprehend or analyse the material in the
extracts relating to Yeltsin’s role in opposing the coup attempt and Gorbachev’s inability to
comprehend the consequences of his actions. It is vital that candidates read and use all the
material available to them in the extracts. Examiners also noted that some candidates
confused Yeltsin’s role in August 1991 believing him to be the instigator of the coup. Many
candidates wrote generalised accounts of the role of nationalism rather than picking up on
the specific examples mentioned in the extracts, such as Lithuania and Ukraine. Many weaker
responses also found both extracts ‘convincing’ and failed to reach a judgement.
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On a final note, candidates often use the first opening of a McDonald’s in Moscow in 1990 as
an example of free market enterprise in their responses. This is not always helpful to
responses but is relevant to the time period. Gorbachev’s appearance in a Pizza Hut
advertisement, however, did not happen until the late 1990s and appears not to have been
shown in Russia.
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This is a Level 3 response.

43 GCE History 9HI0 1E



44GCE History 9HI0 1E



45 GCE History 9HI0 1E



46GCE History 9HI0 1E



Here the response is clearly based around the Extracts. It shows
understanding of the key views of the Extracts by selecting key points
and explaining them. There is some contextual knowledge but this is
generalised and brief. A judgement is given and is related to the views
in the Extracts but could have been better substantiated by including
more contextual knowledge.

Use contextual knowledge to validate or challenge the views being put
forward in the Extracts.
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This is a Level 5 response.
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In this response, the Extracts are clearly seen as historical
interpretations and the argument is centred around the views of the
authors. The main viewpoints of each Extract are identified and
discussed in relation to the differences between them and in
comparison to each other. Sufficient contextual knowledge is used to
validate and/or challenge the points being made.

It is important to understand that the Extracts are written by historians
and that it is the author's views within the material provided that are
being evaluated.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A/B responses

Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher Levels:

Candidates paying close attention to the date ranges in the question.
Sufficient consideration being given to the issue focused upon in the question.
Candidates explaining their judgement fully with a focus on relative significance.
Focusing carefully on the second-order concept(s) targeted in the question.
An appropriate level of knowledge, in terms of depth of detail and supported analysis – for
example, a realistic amount of knowledge to enable a balanced and rounded answer on
breadth questions.
Evidence of planning.

Common issues which hindered performance:

Paying little heed to the precise demands of the question, for example, writing about the
topic without focusing on the question, or attempting to give an answer to a different
question than the one that has been asked.
Answering a question without giving sufficient consideration to the given issue in the
question. For example, looking at other causes, consequences, with only limited reference
to the issue/factor/key feature given in the question.
Failure to consider the date range as specified in the question
Assertion of change and causation while using the formulaic repetition of the words of the
question.
A judgement not being reached or explained.
A lack of sufficient supporting detail.
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Section C responses

Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher Levels:

Candidates paying close attention to the precise demands of the question
Thorough use of the extracts – though this need not mean using every point they raise.
A confident attempt to use the two extracts together, such as consideration of their
differences, attempts to compare their arguments, or evaluate their relative merits.
Careful use of historical contextual knowledge – clearly selected to relate to the issues
raised within the extracts and confidently used to examine the arguments made.
Careful reading of the extracts.
Attempts to see beyond the obvious differences between sources, such as, consideration
of the extent to which they disagreed, or where appropriate an attempt to reconcile their
arguments.
Confident handling of the extracts allied to a sharp focus on the arguments given,
recognising the distinct skills demanded by A03.
Evidence of planning using the extracts as the basis of the answer.

Common issues which hindered performance:

Limited or uneven use of the extracts, for example, extensive use of one extract, with
limited consideration of the other.
Limited comparison or consideration of the differences between the given interpretations.
Using the extracts merely as sources of evidentiary support.
The use of pre-prepared material covering the more general controversy as outlined in the
specification.
Discussing the issues in the extracts without acknowledging that they are matters of
interpretation being presented by historians.
Evaluating the extracts using AO2 skills of source analysis.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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