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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this
year’s A Level paper 1D, which deals with Britain: c1785 - c1870: democracy, protest and
reform.

This year's paper proved to be slightly more challenging in section A. This was largely
because candidates found it harder to deal with the shorter time frames these questions
asked for. Nevertheless, answers in section B were very good on the whole, and candidates
were well prepared for the topics examined. Answers in all three sections were broadly in line
with the indicative content in the mark scheme, but some candidates offered information
and analysis beyond that which we anticipated. In section C the extracts offered no
difficulties for the majority of candidates and provided an accessible interpretative
framework.

The advice offered to centres and candidates remains unchanged from last year.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A comprises a choice of essays that assess
understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting any of the second order concepts of
cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity/ difference and significance with a time
frame of not less than ten years. Section B offers a further choice of essays using an
extended time frame of not less than one third of that offered by the specification as a
whole. Section C contains a compulsory question which is based on two given extracts. It
assesses analysis and evaluation of historical interpretations in context (AO3). Candidates in
the main appeared to organise their time effectively, although there were some cases of
candidates not completing one of the three responses within the time allocated. Examiners
did note a number of scripts that posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting.
Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

Of the three sections of Paper 1, candidates are generally more familiar with the essay
sections, and in sections A and B most candidates were well prepared to write, or to attempt,
an analytical response. Stronger answers clearly understood the importance of identifying
the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted by the question. A minority of
candidates, often otherwise knowledgeable, wanted to focus on causes and engage in a main
factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of
the conceptual focus. Candidates in the main were able to apply their knowledge and
understanding in a manner suited to the different demands of questions in these two
sections in terms of the greater depth of knowledge required where section A questions
targeted a shorter period, as compared to the more careful selection generally required for
the section B questions covering a broader timespan.
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Candidates do need to formulate their planning so that there is an argument and a counter
argument within their answer; some candidates lacked sufficient treatment of these. The
generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands which are the focus for
awarding marks and centres should note how these strands progress through the levels.
Candidates do need to be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, and ensure
that they draw their evidence in responses from the appropriate time period.

In Section C, the strongest answers demonstrated a clear focus on the need to discuss
different arguments given within the two extracts, clearly recognising these as historical
interpretations. Such responses tended to offer comparative analysis of the merits of the
different views, exploring the validity of the arguments offered by the two historians in the
light of the evidence offered by both the extracts, and candidates’ own contextual knowledge.
Such responses tended to avoid attempts to examine the extracts in a manner more suited
to AO2, assertions of the inferiority of an extract on the basis of it offering less factual
evidence, or a drift away from the specific demands of the question to the wider taught topic.
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Question 1

Question 1 asked candidates to consider whether demands for parliamentary reform
changed significantly in the years c1785 - 1820. This was the more popular question in
section A. Although the question was accessible to the majority, a number of candidates
found it difficult to deal with the end date of 1820 and offered material on the Swing Riots
and even the Days of May.

Successful candidates were able to maintain focus on change and continuity, but with more
emphasis on change. At the top end change was exemplified as in the indicative content of
the mark scheme. The demands for reform were shown to stem from social and economic
hardship and the radical impulses from the French Revolution and writers like Tom Paine.
Only a minority did a good job of exemplifying continuity. Those who did so looked at the
demands to end corrupt parliaments, extend the suffrage and increase representation.

At level 3 there was often plenty of rewardable, relevant material offered, but the criteria by
which to make a judgement was less secure. For example, candidates often successfully
showed how the economic and political context changed through industrialisation and war
but were unable to connect this securely to the changing demands for reform.

Less successful candidates spent a lot of time looking at the repressive acts of parliament
and wrote about Luddism at length. It seems that some candidates mistook ‘parliamentary
reform’ to mean ‘reforms by parliament’, and so the Frame Breaking Act and Combination Act
were highlighted.
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(Section A continued)
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(Section A continued)
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Examiner Comments
This is a clip from a level 4 response that shows a fairly typical answer
to the question.

There is a good range of relevant detail, but the focus on change and
continuity is insecure. The answer starts promisingly with a good
overview of the period, and it highlights the main issues that were
prompting demands for electoral reform. The development of radical
ideas from the French Revolution on the first two pages, is taking the
response in the right direction, but then the answer loses focus. The
demand in the question, to judge whether demands for electoral
reform changed or stayed the same, is only partially answered.

This response was awarded level 4, 15 marks.

\ Examiner Tip

Answering a change and continuity question should be fairly simple. It
is an answer of two parts with some discussion and evaluation at the
end. The demands for electoral reform, such as increased
representation in parliament, stayed the same over the period, but
what changed was the determination to see them delivered. The
period begins with pamphlets and ends with mass demonstrations.

GCE History 9HIO 1D 10



Question 2

Question 2 asked candidates to consider whether the exclusion of most of the working class
from the democratic process continued to be the main feature of the electoral landscape in
the years 1832 - 52. This question produced some very good answers.

Successful candidates understood the question as being about the main consequences of
the 1832 Great Reform Act and were able to look at how the act failed to enfranchise the
majority of the working class, as well as how the Whig government turned a deaf ear to the
demands of the Chartists. Other features of the electoral landscape weighed against the
exclusion of the working class were the development of the two-party system; the political
weight of the new industrial middle class; and, the growth of campaigning organisations
through which the voice of the working class could be heard, eg the Ten Hours Movement.

At level three candidates tended to offer good material on the GRE and often included the
Chartist response but were unable to securely grasp the need to argue for a ‘main feature of
the electoral landscape’, leading them to simply affirm the given factor in the question.

Less successful candidates were unwilling to be limited to the given time frame and made the
end date 1867. At level two candidates tended to describe the GRE and offer something on
contextual issues such as living conditions and poverty.
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| (Section A continued)
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/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This is a clip from a successful response to this question. The response
is focussed, as the question demands, on the outcome of the 1832
Great Reform Act. The response deals with the exclusion of the
working class in terms of the Act and the continued denial of Chartist
petitions calling for an extension of the suffrage.

The given factor of working-class exclusion is then weighed against the
political dominance of the new industrial middle class, and their
assumed role in deciding what was best for the working class. There is
a good range of mostly accurate information, focus on the demands of
the question and a decent discussion and evaluation.

This response was awarded level 5, 19 marks.

- .'::'" . ResultsPlus
KD

Examiner Tip
When a question asks candidates to consider a ‘main feature’ it is
looking at an outcome or consequence. Try to avoid the temptation to
explain what caused the main feature. Many candidates find it easier
to explain causes than they do consequences, but it is not answering
the question and loses marks.
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Question 3

Question 3 asked candidates to consider whether the Rochdale Pioneers made the most
significant contribution to co-operative activities in the years 1799 - 1870. This was the
slightly more popular question in section B and candidates were well prepared to answer it.

Responses from the more successful candidates were full of good, detailed evidence and
evaluation about the Pioneers and their significance. Evaluations were, as expected, gained
through the comparison of the Pioneers to the earlier activities at New Lanark. The criteria by
which the question might be judged were based on the impact each had on the lives of
working people; the spur each gave to further co-operative activities such as education and
mutualism; and, how they extended their influence beyond British shores. The significance of
Friendly Societies was also well considered.

At level three candidates often tended to be dismissive of other contributors to co-operative
activity and simply focussed their evidence and evaluation on the Pioneers.

Less successful candidates, of which there were relatively few, tended to offer limited
evidence on the Pioneers and New Lanark, and padded it out with material on trade unions.
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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/'--.'. Examiner Comments
This is a clip from a typical response at level 5. The candidate offers a
good range of mainly accurate evidence about the Rochdale Pioneers,
Robert Owen and New Lanark, and the friendly societies. The criteria
by which to make a judgement are clearly evident. The Pioneers are
considered as the most significant contributors to the co-operative
movement because they expanded a successful operation, but Owen is
acknowledged for his founding role and so on. The response is well
argued and supports a well-considered judgement.

This response was awarded level 5, 19 marks.

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Evaluating significance requires the deployment of a good range of
evidence and at least one good comparative factor. Remember to
evaluate significance of each factor as it is dealt with, and then offer a
discussion before making a final judgement.
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Question 4

Question 4 asked candidates to consider the extent to which the Poor Law Amendment Act
provided an effective way to deal with poverty in the years 1834 - 70. Once again, candidates
found this question accessible, and were well prepared to answer it.

Successful candidates dealt with ‘effective’ quite easily. The intentions of the farmers of the
PLAA were well known - to make provision for those in poverty as cheap as possible, and
thereby incentivise the poor to work. The harshness of the system was also well understood
and was exemplified through the treatment of inmates at Andover and Huddersfield. The
criteria used to make a judgement was usually cost, deterrence and whether the workhouse
system worked as intended. The vast majority concluded that the PLAA failed to provide an
effective way to deal with poverty.

At level 3 candidates generally had an insecure grasp of ‘effective’. And tended to offer
accurate and relevant material on the attitudes to poverty that the workhouse system
generated, with the Andover scandal taking up a good amount of time.

Less successful candidates tended to describe the workhouse system and the lack of
compassion that was evident in it.
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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%Resultsﬁus
Examiner Comments

This is part of a response from the top of level 5. The candidate offers
a strong argument that the PLAA was ineffective at root. The response
illustrates how to bring in ideological evidence as well as evidence
about how the Act was enforced.

This response was awarded level 5, 20 marks.

GCE History 9HIO 1D 28



Chosen question number: Question3 [J Question4 X

Pwling. 1354570, 030y SNUGGUA ... D01 LY e WS04
Bkt pONRLEY. OCLLE OO fA2AUAG..... Q... ORCBON...
58Nl TR0 eaulha.. FB Ll St TR Xy g €L K gy
ooyt Tle o AMaol AL CABS D A e SISACEN

Bty BALA R e “oa k.. mewaaﬁ..vmqg
onls om0t Liel€ .

Dseecald. Bade o as. L SBrge ey B
%g&@MNw%ﬁMW\fm ......... Yoveds,

............................. ﬂmmma'f"ﬁmfm.nn_:—v AA.........
AN O INL LS s . —

Qw;.ne A, ﬂdnmn{'ﬁw,t.aum .......... abo k...
...... T fODL . S Gy O KT G A1 ANy o Thha. A ARAL.....

dowo... Thode. . . YhatT  dituwadioa.. . Rd..~02y....
OO LA LOLON ... DGO YA LS CLUAG..... 0.

Nyl Ly Ay g0 TlA... J-emg* Ao A
Ol h il Ol it TV A Cr L e . ﬁma&f/lﬁ

....... o fOOL... 1At ] 0. s lt8A oo

| | y :
ma/khaw@,wmmwmémgmﬁ(
LApeagILet. JD... LA ddggwad... Jone.... oLl

LUl At - bllp. vl LoiulodTAG

29 GCE History 9HIO 1D



(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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(Section B continued)
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N / ResultsPlus
/'--.‘: Examiner Comments

This clip is from a response at the top of level 4. It is more limited in
range than the previous response but still shows good knowledge and
makes a pretty convincing argument that the workhouse system was
both expensive and inefficient, and so failed on two counts.

s ResultsPlus
<

Examiner Tip
Both these responses show the importance of candidates deciding by
what criteria the evidence should be judged and delivering a solid body
of evidence and secure evaluation.
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Question 5

Question 5 asked candidates to consider whether the slave trade was abolished in 1807
because the political climate favoured abolition.

The majority of candidates were able to demonstrate understanding of the extracts in terms
of the changing political climate (extract 1) versus the role of individuals (extract 2).
Candidates at the top end could develop the interpretations in both extracts through the
addition of their own evidence and argument. The majority of successful candidates knew
about the French Revolution, Napoleon'’s reintroduction of slavery in the French Caribbean
and the revolt in Haiti. The changing political climate appears to have been well understood.
The counter argument concerning the energetic endeavours of Clarkson and Wilberforce
were also easily developed and critiqued.

A minority of candidates were able to distinguish between long term and short term causes
and were able to offer a nuanced account of the point made in extract 1 that abolition came
about when British imperial interests coincided with the appeal of abolitionists.

Candidates at level 3 tended to see their own role as being to decide whether what the rival
extracts say is true or false. Their judgement was then based on which extract stands up best
to this kind of interrogation. Nevertheless, the majority of these candidates were able to
bring in own knowledge, often about the role of Clarkson, that added important information
and produced an answer that was partially successful.

Less successful candidates tended to lack wider knowledge about the changing political
climate and as a result were dismissive of Extract 1. Candidates at level 2 also tended to
either write an answer as a paraphrase of the extracts, or as an account of abolition based on
their own knowledge.
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ig ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is an example of work at level 3. The candidate relies almost
entirely on the extracts for the evidence. The extracts are explained
quite well, and the differences are brought out, but there is no sense of
them containing rival interpretations. The response simply judges the
extracts in terms of what evidence and argument they contain, and in
this basis declares the extent to which they are convincing.
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5 Inthe light of differing interpretations, how convincing do you find the view that the
slave trade was abolished in 180

To explain your answer, analyse and evaluate the material in both extracts, using your

own knowledge of the issues.
(20}
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< / ResultsPlus
/'--.'; Examiner Comments

This is an example of work at level 5. The candidate does not merely
say what is in the extracts. Instead, the extracts are analysed with
information added to develop and critique the interpretations. This
response shows very good understanding of the changing political
climate and the various effects this had on the mind-set of the
government.

The counter argument in extract 2 is treated to a similarly impressive
analysis with the candidate adding in some details from the author’s
‘Decline Thesis' that is not evident in this passage.

U5\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The selection and integration of relevant and decisive own knowledge

with the interpretations in the extracts is the key to getting a good
mark in the section C question.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Section A/B responses:

Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher levels:

Candidates paying close attention to the date ranges in the question

Sufficient consideration given to the issue in the question (eg main factor), as well as some
other factors

Explain their judgement fully - this need not be in an artificial or abstract way, but
demonstrate their reasoning in relation to the concepts and topic they are writing about in
order to justify their judgements

Focus carefully on the second order concept targeted in the question

Give consideration to timing, to enable themselves to complete all three questions with
approximately the same time given over to each one

An appropriate level, in terms of depth of detail and analysis, as required by the question -
eg a realistic amount to enable a balanced and rounded answer on breadth questions

Common issues which hindered performance:

Pay little heed to the precise demands of the question, eg write about the topic without
focusing on the question, or attempt to give an answer to a question that hasn't been
asked - most frequently, this meant treating questions which targeted other second-order
concepts as causation questions

Answer a question without giving sufficient consideration to the given issue in the
question (eg looking at other causes/consequences with only limited reference to that
given in the question)

Answers which only gave a partial response, eg a very limited span of the date range, or
covered the stated cause/consequence, with no real consideration of other issues
Assertion of change, causation, sometimes with formulaic repetition of the words of the
question, with limited explanation or analysis of how exactly this was a change, cause, of
the issue within the question.

Judgement is not reached, or not explained

A lack of detail

Section C responses

Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher levels:
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e Candidates paying close attention to the precise demands of the question, as opposed to
seemingly pre-prepared material covering the more general controversy as outlined in the
specification

e Thorough use of the extracts; this need not mean using every point they raise, but a strong
focus on these as views on the question

¢ A confident attempt to use the two extracts together, eg consideration of their differences,
attempts to compare their arguments, or evaluate their relative merits

e Careful use of own knowledge, eg clearly selected to relate to the issues raised within the
sources, confidently using this to examine the arguments made, and reason through these
in relation to the given question; at times, this meant selection over sheer amount of
knowledge

e Careful reading of the extracts, to ensure the meaning of individual statements and
evidence within these were used in the context of the broader arguments made by the
authors

e Attempts to see beyond the stark differences between sources, eg consideration of the
extent to which they disagreed, or attempts to reconcile their arguments

Common issues which hindered performance:

e Limited use of the extracts, or an imbalance in this, eg extensive use of one, with limited
consideration of the other

e Limited comparison or consideration of the differences between the given interpretations

e Using the extracts merely as sources of support

e Arguing one extract is superior to the other on the basis that it offers more factual
evidence to back up the claims made, without genuinely analysing the arguments offered

e Heavy use of own knowledge, or even seemingly pre-prepared arguments, without real
consideration of these related to the arguments in the sources

e Statements or evidence from the source being used in a manner contrary to that given in
the sources, eg through misinterpretation of the meaning of the arguments, or lifting of
detail without thought to the context of how it was applied within the extract

e Atendency to see the extracts as being polar opposites, again seemingly through
expectation of this, without thought to where there may be degrees of difference, or even
common ground.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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