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Introduction

It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range in this
year's A Level paper 1D which deals with Britain, c1785-c1870: democracy, protest and
reform.

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A comprises a choice of essays that assess
understanding of the period in depth (AO1) by targeting any of the second order concepts of
cause, consequence, change and continuity, similarity/difference and significance with a time
frame of not less than ten years. Section B offers a further choice of essays using an
extended time frame of not less than one third of that offered by the specification as a
whole. Section C contains a compulsory question which is based on two given extracts. It
assesses analysis and evaluation of historical interpretations in context (AO3). Candidates in
the main appeared to organise their time effectively, although there were some cases of
candidates not completing one of the three responses within the time allocated. Examiners
did note a number of scripts that posed some problems with the legibility of handwriting.
Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

Of the three sections of Paper 1, candidates are generally more familiar with the essay
sections, and in sections A and B most candidates were well prepared to write, or to attempt,
an analytical response. Stronger answers clearly understood the importance of identifying
the appropriate second order concept that was being targeted by the question. A minority of
candidates, often otherwise knowledgeable, wanted to focus on causes and engage in a main
factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the demands of
the conceptual focus. Candidates in the main were able to apply their knowledge and
understanding in a manner suited to the different demands of questions in these two
sections in terms of the greater depth of knowledge required where section A questions
targeted a shorter period, as compared to the more careful selection generally required for
the section B questions covering a broader timespan.

Candidates do need to formulate their planning so that there is an argument and a counter
argument within their answer; some candidates lacked sufficient treatment of these. The
generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-pointed strands which are the focus for
awarding marks and centres should note how these strands progress through the levels.
Candidates do need to be aware of key dates, as identified in the specification, and ensure
that they draw their evidence in responses from the appropriate time period.
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In Section C, the strongest answers demonstrated a clear focus on the need to discuss
different arguments given within the two extracts, clearly recognising these as historical
interpretations. Such responses tended to offer comparative analysis of the merits of the
different views, exploring the validity of the arguments offered by the two historians in the
light of the evidence offered by both the extracts, and candidates’ own contextual knowledge.
Such responses tended to avoid attempts to examine the extracts in a manner more suited
to AO2, assertions of the inferiority of an extract on the basis of it offering less factual
evidence, or a drift away from the specific demands of the question to the wider taught topic.
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Question 1

Question 1 asked candidates to consider how accurate it is to say that Chartism was the most
significant campaign for electoral reform in the years 1832-67. This question proved to be
accessible and the majority of candidates were well prepared in terms of evidence and
argument. This was the more popular question in section A.

At the top end most candidates understood that Chartism had a profound impact on
attitudes to electoral reform, and were able to show how the movement connected to the
aspirations of working class communities across Britain. This helped to maintain focus on the
concept of significance. There was good knowledge and understanding shown of other
campaigns for electoral reform as well as the changing political context and the attitudes of
Peel, Gladstone and Disraeli.

Less successful candidates often started from the position that Chartism failed to realise the
aims set out in the Charter, and having dismissed it, opted in favour of one other campaign
for reform. In this sense less successful candidates did not focus on significance.
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ﬂ ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

This is an example of a good level 4 response to the question. The
candidate presents a well-judged case that Chartism, although
unsuccessful, made an important impact on other campaigns for
electoral reform. The candidate includes the Reform Union and Reform
League as other campaigns to weigh the significance of Chartism
against. Although the evidence offered is generally accurate, the
examiner felt more was required to justify the conclusion.
Nevertheless, there is a consistent focus on the concept of significance,
and with a bit more evidence this response would get into level 5. This
response was given level 4, 15 marks.
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\ Examiner Tip

Look at how this candidate makes the case for the significance of
Chartism. The examiner is left in no doubt that this candidate has a
good grasp of Chartism's place in the reform of democracy. However,
an important part of the evidence is left out. For example, the Chartists
led a mass movement bigger than any political movement before or
since. They presented petitions to parliament with millions of
signatures. They held mass meetings of hundreds of workers. They
produced a national newspaper. This evidence would greatly
strengthen the case for the significance of Chartism, but it would not
detract from the argument the candidate makes.
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Question 2

Question 2 asked candidates to consider how far they agree that ideological pressure was the
main reason for reforming the old Poor Law in the years 1785-1834. This question was
accessible and produced some outstanding answers.

At the top end there was very good knowledge of the ideas of Paine, Townsend, Malthus and
Bentham. At levels 4 and 5 candidates were able to construct a good argument about the
role of ideological pressure weighed against other factors such as cost, population growth
and urbanisation. A sizeable minority of candidates kept the terms of the PLAA in mind and
wrote about the thinking of Nassau Senior and Edwin Chadwick in its formation.

Less successful candidates often tended to know about Bentham and the ‘pain and pleasure’
principle and used this to go beyond the time frame of the question and give evidence about
workhouses.
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iﬁExamlner Comments

This is an example of a successful candidate's response that earned
level 4, 15 marks.

It is secure level 4 because it offers a range of reasons for the reform
of the Poor Law. Each factor offered has enough evidence to support
the evaluations made. The answer would benefit from comparing the
other factors to the one given in the question - ideological pressure.
Nevertheless, the judgement made is logical, if somewhat brief.

M4\ ResultsPlus
)

| Examiner Tip
It always pays to start the essay with the reason, cause or consequence
given in the question. As other factors are considered they can be
weighed against the evidence and argument already given.
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/--.'. Examiner Comments
This is an example of a level 5 response that earned 19 marks. The
candidate displays a commanding grasp of the issues. The detail is
very good and there is analysis offered that is generally convincing.

A key feature of responses at level 5 is the sustained focus on the
changing economic and political landscape. For example, in this
response the candidate shows the way that the ascendancy of the
Whigs in parliament saw a move away from Tory paternalism and the
move to reforms based on cost and efficiency. A little more on the
terms of the PLAA would have made this analysis even more telling.

s N

A\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
Look at the way this candidate has rooted the various pressures for
reform in the changing context of increased population, urbanisation
and political philosophy. The time frame in the question needs to be
respected to give a fully developed analysis.
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Question 3

Question 3 asked candidates to consider how accurate it is to say that the attitude of
government to factory reform changed little in the years 1833-70. This question was the less
popular question in section B but was nevertheless accessible and generally well answered.

At the top end candidates framed their answer in the context of a Whig government that was
committed to reform based on free market ideology rather than humanitarianism. These
candidates tended to judge that government attitudes changed in response to pressures
from campaigners but did not amount to much. Quite a few candidates could provide good
detail on the factory reform acts, and the extent to which they were enforced, which in turn
led to some well-argued evaluation.

Less successful candidates were often unable to successfully give any detail about factory
reform, and some resorted to focussing instead on issues of housing and sanitation in the
newly industrialised towns. The concept of change/continuity was often ignored.
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/---". Examiner Comments
This is an example of work that was judged to get into level 5, albeit at
the bottom end.

In this extract the candidate displays reasonably good knowledge of
factory reform and explains some of the pressure that led government
to consider reform. The candidate keeps a tight focus on the concept
of change over time and is successful in covering the time frame and
the changing political context. The conclusion is measured and
well-argued and this focus on the question pushed this response up to
level 5.

-

4\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
This response shows the value of planning. A plan is a way to run

through the evidence and argument before writing an answer and
provides a check list of what must be included.
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Question 4

Question 4 asked candidates to consider how far they agree that the aims of the co-operative
movement were very similar to the aims of the trade unions in the years 1785-1870. This
proved to be both a popular and accessible question.

At the top end a sizeable minority were able to consider the focus of the question throughout
the time period, showing an awareness of the changing social context as Britain
industrialised. At levels 4 and 5 candidates offered good analysis on how the co-operative
movement and the trade unions shared core objectives of improving the lives of the working
class, and similar values of mutualism. Key differences that formed the counter argument
tended to be on methods and activities, shops versus strikes.

Less successful candidates could point to some similarities or differences without developing
an argument around the focus of the question. Nearly every candidate could offer something
on the Rochdale Pioneers and the New Model Unions.
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/'--. Examiner Comments
This is an example of a secure level 5 response that was given 18
marks.

This response has a consistent focus on the concept of similarity and
difference, and the candidate has selected evidence and argument that
gives a sustained analysis. The candidate has covered most of the time
frame and the comparative examples have been well selected.

The candidate makes a valid point that government attitudes show a
discernible difference between trade unions and the co-operative
movement, but this is not as well argued as the rest of the response.
Having said that this response is well organised and offers good detail
and evaluation.

S\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
This example is useful in showing how to maintain focus on the
historical concept at the heart of the question - similarity and
difference. Selecting meaningful comparators is important. This
response has done this by sticking to the aims of the trade unions and
co-operative movement as the question requires.
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Question 5

Question 5 asked candidates to use the extracts and their own knowledge to consider the
view that ‘free market arguments’ played the main role in the abolition of the slave trade.

The majority of candidates were able to demonstrate understanding of the extracts in terms
of ‘free market arguments’ versus the work of humanitarians. Candidates at the top end
could develop the interpretations in both extracts through the addition of their own evidence
and argument. The majority of successful candidates knew something of Eric Williams' thesis,
and its strengths and weaknesses, which were then counter posed to the energetic
endeavours of Clarkson and Wilberforce. A minority of candidates made the point that
Williams' ‘Decline Thesis’ was about slavery, rather than just the slave trade. This helped
them to explain that economic arguments provided a backdrop to parliamentary and
campaigning events.

Candidates at level 3 tended to see their own role as being to decide whether what the rival
extracts say is true or false. Their judgement was then based on which extract stands up best
to this kind of interrogation. Nevertheless, the majority of these candidates were able to
bring in own knowledge, often about the role of Clarkson, that added important information
and produced an answer that was partially successful.

Less successful candidates tended to lack wider knowledge about the economic arguments
for abolition and as a result were dismissive of Extract 1. Candidates at level 2 also tended to
either write an answer as a paraphrase of the extracts, or as an account of abolition based on
their own knowledge.

39 GCE History 9HIO 1D



GCE History 9HIO 1D 40



...... &&@M&A ol i sedhon ¢ b

S/ el As_soth, Ho wies :
.......... ophaS. o ek Q2 ﬂm LyGroel | CﬂsPP
.............. @ NUAY. ey b 63 SALL_pos

___________ Son. fondiaod b@%},,_ G @ 'yﬂt‘a—m

O OGNS L E—c.f\n.mv&: _&IQM ...................
ol

41 GCE History 9HIO 1D



adldn Jroup.
SoOL_ o5 Faed CLM&RM __________ ool wm

GCE History 9HIO 1D 42



_ (,e he a,acep@ﬂwm& ..... lo tyw _—

43 GCE History 9HIO 1D



™

< { ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments
This is an example of a response that was awarded level 4, 16 marks.
The candidate clearly understands the views in both extracts. In this
clip from the response the candidate develops the view in Extract 2
concerning the importance of humanitarian intervention in particular.
The candidate develops Extract 2 with their own knowledge about the
roles of evangelical Christianity, abolitionist propaganda and the role of
individuals.

The focus on rival interpretations is insufficient for level 5.

“\ ResultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip
The key to a good response in section C questions is to grasp the
overall view of each extract. In this case Williams acknowledges that
the cruelty of the slave trade was the point of attack for abolitionists,
but economic factors were driving the intensity of the debate. Hilton,
in Extract 2, reverses Williams' argument. He argues that the economy
was not affecting opinion as much as the moral case for abolition. If a
candidate can work on the debate over interpretations, rather than the
evidence alone, their answer is more likely to get into level 5.
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In the light of differing interpretations, how convincing do you find the view that ‘freewe
market arguments’ played the main role in the abolition of the slave trade {Extract 1,
line 3)?

To explain your answer, analyse and evaluate the material in both extracts, using your

own knowledge of the issues.
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, 1
« {ResultsPlus
/--.. Examiner Comments

This is an example of a response awarded level 5, 19 marks.

The candidate shows that the extracts have the potential for debate,
and grasps that these are historical interpretations. The candidate
selects the main points of interpretation in each extract and considers
them in the light of points in the opposing extract. A clear judgement is
made on the discussion that the candidate has provided. The
candidate gets reward for developing the arguments rather than just
adding information.

\ Examiner Tip

The economics of slavery and the slave trade are often difficult for
candidates to engage with. The understanding of these arguments is
best resolved in revision, rather than waiting for the exam itself. One
way of dealing with the arguments is to judge them in the light of the
1807 Act. For example, if abolition was economically foolish why did
the British economy continue to grow and become the 'workshop of
the world'? Alternatively, if the reasons for abolition were essentially
based on free market arguments why did none of the politicians
debating abolition in 1807 refer to them?
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
Section A/B responses:
Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher levels:

e Candidates paying close attention to the date ranges in the question

e Sufficient consideration given to the issue in the question (e.g. main factor), as well as
some other factors

e Explain their judgement fully - this need not be in an artificial or abstract way, but
demonstrate their reasoning in relation to the concepts and topic they are writing about in
order to justify their judgements

e Focus carefully on the second order concept targeted in the question

e Give consideration to timing, to enable themselves to complete all three questions with
approximately the same time given over to each one

e An appropriate level, in terms of depth of detail and analysis, as required by the question -
e.g. a realistic amount to enable a balanced and rounded answer on breadth questions

Common issues which hindered performance:

e Pay little heed to the precise demands of the question, e.g. write about the topic without
focusing on the question, or attempt to give an answer to a question that hasn’t been
asked - most frequently, this meant treating questions which targeted other second-order
concepts as causation questions

e Answer a question without giving sufficient consideration to the given issue in the
question (e.g. looking at other causes/consequences with only limited reference to that
given in the question)

e Answers which only gave a partial response, e.g. a very limited span of the date range, or
covered the stated cause/consequence, with no real consideration of other issues

e Assertion of change, causation, sometimes with formulaic repetition of the words of the
question, with limited explanation or analysis of how exactly this was a change, cause, of
the issue within the question.

e Judgement is not reached, or not explained

e Alack of detail

Section C responses

Features commonly found in responses which were successful within the higher levels:
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e Candidates paying close attention to the precise demands of the question, as opposed to
seemingly pre-prepared material covering the more general controversy as outlined in the
specification

e Thorough use of the extracts; this need not mean using every point they raise, but a strong
focus on these as views on the question.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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