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Introduction
It was pleasing to see candidates able to engage effectively across the ability range with the 
new A Level paper 38 which deals with The Making of Modern Russia, 1855-1991 (38.1) and 
The Making of Modern China, 1860-1997 (38.2).

The paper is divided into three sections. Section A contains a compulsory question which 
is based on two enquiries linked to one source. It assesses source analysis and evaluation 
skills (AO2). Section B comprises a choice of essays that assess understanding of the period 
in depth (AO1) by targeting five second order concepts - cause, consequence, change and 
continuity, similarity and difference, and significance. Section C comprises a choice of essays 
that relate to aspects of the process of change over a period of at least 100 years (AO1). 
Most candidates appeared to organise their time effectively and there was little evidence of 
candidates being unable to attempt all three sections of the paper within the time allocated. 
Examiners did note that more scripts than has been usual posed some problems with the 
legibility of hand writing. Examiners can only give credit for what they can read.

In Section A, the strongest answers demonstrated an ability, in both parts of the enquiry, 
to draw out reasoned inferences developed from the source and to evaluate the source 
thoroughly in relation to the demands of the two enquiries on the basis of both contextual 
knowledge and the nature, origin and purpose of the source. It is important that candidates 
appreciate that weight is not necessarily established by a discussion of what is missing 
from a source. If the author of the source has omitted something intentionally in order to 
modify meaning or distort the message of the source, then it will be relevant to discuss 
that omission in reaching a conclusion regarding the use that a historian might make of the 
source. However, commentary on all the things that the source might have contained, but 
failed to do so, is unlikely to contribute to establishing weight. 

Candidates are more familiar with the Section B essay section and most candidates were 
well prepared to write, or to attempt, an analytical response. Stronger answers clearly 
understood the importance of identifying the appropriate second order concept that was 
being targeted by the question, although weaker candidates often wanted to engage in 
a main factor/other factors approach, even where this did not necessarily address the 
demands of the conceptual focus. Candidates do need to formulate their planning so that 
there is an argument and a counter argument within their answer; many candidates lacked 
any counter argument at all. The generic mark scheme clearly indicates the four bullet-
pointed strands which are the focus for awarding marks and centres should note how 
these strands progress through the levels. Candidates need to be aware of key dates, as 
identified in the specification, and ensure that they draw their evidence in responses from 
the appropriate time period.

In Section C, most candidates were well prepared in terms of their contextual knowledge of 
individual elements within the period, but not all candidates fully engaged with the elements 
of the process of change that are central in this section of the examination. Candidates 
do need to be aware that this is a breadth question and that the questions that are set 
encompass a minimum of 100 years. This has important implications for the higher levels 
in bullet point 2 of the mark scheme. To access Level 5 candidates are expected to have 
responded ‘fully’ to the demands of the question. 

The requirements of questions will vary and key developments relating to the question may 
be more specific to the entire chronological range in some questions and options than in 
others. In some, there was little significant that related to relevant key events, development 
and changes for part of the specified chronology in the precise question. However, it was 
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judged not possible for candidates to have ‘fully met’ the demands of any Section C question 
unless at least 75% of the chronological range of the question was addressed. 

To access Level 4 candidates need to meet most of the demands of the question. 

It was unlikely that most of the demands of the question would be met if the answer had a 
restricted range that covered less than 60% of its chronology

.
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Question 1
There were some very good answers to this question though in general, candidates 
appeared more at ease with the first part of the enquiry, the reasons for the launch of 
Gorbachev’s reform programme, than with the second, the problems it encountered. With 
reference to the first, many responses were able to identify in the speech the economic 
reasons for perestroika and were able to develop this with knowledge of the declining 
performance of the Soviet system when compared to western standards and the effects this 
was having on both living conditions and the ability of the USSR to finance their Cold War 
obligations. Rather fewer were able to infer that the obstruction referred to in the second 
part of the source was evidence of opposition to Gorbachev’s aims and thus of the problems 
they encountered, but many did and were able to speculate that this was an early sign of 
the conservative anger which culminated in the attempted coup of 1991. With regard to the 
weight of the source to the enquiry, some very perceptive comments were made about the 
need to re-state the aims of reform 2 years after the programme was first announced, and 
why Gorbachev felt the need to spell out the extent of Soviet economic stagnation in front 
of the Central Committee and have his comments published in Pravda and Izvestia. Several 
commented that the speech was clear evidence of his naivety for expecting that the reforms 
would strengthen the Soviet system rather than unleash forces that would destroy it.

On the other hand, weaker responses paid scant attention to the content of the source, 
instead writing at length about what was not in it, the anti-alcohol campaign for example, or 
the Afghanistan War. While these might have added sound context to the source material, 
explicit links were not often made and answers read like essays rather than source analysis. 
Comments on the nature, origin or purpose of the source were often generic and not 
applied in coming to a judgement on its use to the enquiry.
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This answer exhibits many of the qualities of Level 5 with relation to the first enquiry, the reasons 
for the launch of Gorbachev’s reform programme. It interrogates the source with confidence 
and deploys knowledge of the historical context to explore what can be gained from the source 
material. However, it is less convincing with relation to the problems the reforms encoutered and 
so was placed at the top of Level 4 overall.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you address yourself sufficiently to both enquiries in 
the question to access the higher levels in the mark scheme.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Answers to this question tended to lack some balance between the two enquiries in the 
question. Candidates found it straightforward to discuss the reasons for closer co-operation 
between China and the USA but not so much the suggestions in the source about relations 
between the two over the previous 20 years. With reference to the former, many responses 
were able to identify in the speech the economic reasons for closer co-operation and were 
able to develop this with knowledge of Deng’s attempts to modernise the Chinese economy 
and the USA’s desire to supply China with the technology to do so. Some also added to 
this from the evidence in the source concerning geo-political issues, adding knowledge of 
China’s role on the UN Security Council and the USA’s concerns about stability in eastern 
Asia. Rather fewer were able to infer from Jiang’s comments regarding settling differences 
properly that this may be a reference, confirmed in the preamble to the source, that there 
was a need for the two to mend relationships but many did, and were able to develop this 
with knowledge of differences over Taiwan and Tiananmen. With regard to the weight of the 
source to the enquiry, some very perceptive comments were made about Jiang’s presence 
in the USA being proof of the need to rebuild. There were some strong responses which 
speculated that this speech, made to a university audience, was a direct appeal to the 
idealism of the young and would therefore, likely omit references to previous hostilities.

Weaker responses often tended to paraphrase the source or paid scant attention to the 
content of the speech, instead writing at length about what was not in it, sometimes going 
back as far as the 1950s. While these might have added sound context to the source 
material, such material often went without explicit links being made and read like essays 
rather than source analysis. Comments on the nature, origin or purpose of the source were 
often generic and not applied in coming to a judgement on its use to the enquiry. A number 
of answers clearly had no idea who Jiang Zemin was which hampered their answers. 
Candidates are reminded that Jiang’s visit to the US in 1997 is detailed in the specification 
and they can be expected to know of it.
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This mid Level 4 answer demonstrates 
understanding of the source material by making 
inferences from the source and developing some 
of them with relevant contextual knowledge. 
A strength of the response is its reasoning 
concerning the nature and purpose of the source 
which enables it to consider its weight to the 
enquiry in coming to a judgement.

Examiner Comments

Avoid stereotypical comments about 
provenance in evaluating the source 
material. In commenting on the position of 
the author or the purpose of the source, 
confine yourself to comments which are 
specific to the source and the enquiry.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
Answers to this question often had detailed knowledge of Nicholas II’s difficulties during 
1905 and the degree of the threat they posed to his position as Tsar. Some very good 
answers reasoned that the scale of his concessions in the October Manifesto were a clear 
indication of the degree of threat he felt, others that the unrest was largely un-coordinated, 
did not generally call for his removal and was easily put down once Nicholas gave in to 
advice from the likes of Witte. Weaker answers tended to describe at length events like 
Bloody Sunday without addressing the degree of threat. A number of answers knew little of 
the 1905 Revolution beyond this and some were unable to write within the time frame of 
the question, straying into the First World War.
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This top Level 3 response does make 
attempts to analyse the degree of threat 
posed to Nicholas II by the 1905 Revolution, 
to organise a response and to come to a 
judgement. However, the material is lacking 
in range especially and there is some lack of 
focus on the word ‘during’ in the question.

Examiner Comments

Make sure you read the question carefully, 
paying attention to the second order concept 
contained in it (e.g. cause or consequence) 
and to its precise wording which may have a 
particular bearing on its focus.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
There were some excellent responses to this question which were able to discuss, in 
impressive depth, a range of ways in which the mistakes of the Provisional Government, the 
implications of the Milyukov Note or the Kornilov Plot, may or may not have paved the way 
for the October Revolution. These often then went on to discuss how Lenin was able to 
exploit these when many in his own party and other socialist groupings in Russia were not, 
coming to reasoned and nuanced judgements about the interplay of these factors. Less 
high-scoring answers lacked the depth of knowledge necessary to evidence the stated factor 
in the question, confining themselves to general statements about Nicholas II, Lenin or 
Trotsky. This was a surprise given the focus of this question.
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This answer sustains an analysis of the causes 
of the October Revolution and is strong in its 
ability to highlight the relationships between 
them. It has both range and depth of knowledge 
enabling it to respond fully to the demands 
of the question, reaches a substantiated 
judgement based upon valid criteria and the 
argument is coherent throughout. It was 
awarded full marks.

Examiner Comments

At the highest level, answers will explore 
the relationship between the key features 
relevant to the question in coming to a 
reasoned judgement.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
This was the most popular question in this section of the paper and was often well 
answered. Many responses were able to evidence the damage done to China by increasing 
foreign intervention during the 1860s, noting not just the effect on native Chinese industries 
but more generally, the resentment foreign exploitation created and the way in which this 
stoked longer-term resistance to modernisation both at court and more widely. In balance, 
candidates knew that foreign intervention also had benefits to China in helping to restore 
internal order or the encouragement given to the Self-Strengthening Movement for 
example. The best answers were able to consider the inter-linking of many of these key 
features in coming to a reasoned and incisive judgement. Weaker answers lacked range 
and/or depth of knowledge and/or did not write within the timeframe specified in the 
question.
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This answer strongly sustains a focus on the demands of the question throughout. It applies 
sufficient knowledge to respond fully to these though greater depth may have benefitted the 
answer in places. Valid criteria are established in coming to a judgement which is clear and strongly 
substantiated. It was awarded a mid Level 5 mark.

Examiner Comments



33GCE History 9HI0 38

Question 6
There were only a small number of answers to this question and, while there were some 
good answers, many were relatively poor. In particular, several mistook the Sino-Japanese 
War of 1894-95 for the Japanese invasion of Manchuria in 1931 – it was clear several more 
had little real knowledge of the reasons for the Chinese defeat in 1895 and could write only 
general statements about the failure to modernise. Better responses could write in more 
detail about the failure of Chinese leaders to prepare adequately for this war and balance 
this with a discussion of other factors, notably the strength of Japanese industry and its 
armed forces.
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Question 7
This was the more popular of the two questions in this section of the paper and often, 
very well done. Many candidates had detailed knowledge of the benefits of Emancipation 
to the Russian peasantry but were able to balance this with arguments of its limitations, 
notably the size of redemption payments and the influence of the mir. They were then able 
to contrast the significance of Emancipation with other major changes in the lives of the 
peasants both under the Tsars, like Stolypin’s reforms, and the Communists, notably the 
NEP and collectivisation. The best answers made a real attempt to consider the different 
ways change may have been significant, positively or negatively for example or social 
compared with economic, and used this in coming to a judgement. These answers were 
often aware of the need for full chronological range in their responses going beyond Stalin 
to the impact of the reforms introduced by Khrushchev. Weaker answers tended to use a 
chronological structure which didn’t help them evaluate significance. They also had a limited 
chronological range.
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This answer, which was awarded full marks, is 
strong throughout. It explores the key features 
relevant to the period with detailed knowledge 
covering the full chronology of the question. A 
particular strength is its establishment, early on, 
of criteria for judging the word 'significant' in the 
question which gives structure to the answer and 
enables a nuanced judgement to be made.

Examiner Comments

Establish criteria for judgement by first 
establishing the precise demands of the 
question and then fully justifying the 
reasons for coming to your conclusion.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8
Though this was less popular than Question 7, it still elicited a full range of responses. 
Good answers were able to evidence in some depth the many failures in attempts to 
improve agricultural production during this period, both under the Tsars and Communists. 
There were some very impressive considerations of why it was that both regimes failed to 
embrace the structural reforms necessary, resistance to modernisation under the Tsars, 
and ideology under the Soviets. Many concluded overall that both were unsuccessful as 
a result. However, against this, evidence of periods of increased production were also 
noted, whether thanks to the reforms of the late Tsarist period, or the NEP and concession 
of peasant plots under communism. Some also debated the successes of collectivisation. 
Weaker answers tended to lack the knowledge necessary to construct a convincing 
argument and/or lacked chronological range.
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Question 9
This was the more popular of the questions in Section C of the China option and there 
were some very good answers. A number of students knew well the contribution of the 
Five-Year Plan to the industrialisation of China during this period, both its positives (the 
boost it gave to heavy industry for example) and the negatives (the debt this created to 
the USSR perhaps). These went on to contrast this with industrial initiatives taken both 
before and after, notably those of the Self-Strengtheners and Nationalists and later, the 
Great Leap Forward and Deng’s Four Modernisations, before coming to a judgement. Those 
answers which scored less highly tended to lack knowledge of the Five-Year Plan and/
or chronological range, with several not referring to any initiative before the communist 
takeover.
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Question 10
This was attempted by only a small number and many of these found it challenging. Many 
struggled to define what ‘influences and ideas introduced from abroad’ might be. Some 
were able to discern that this may include the western influences on the later Qing Empire, 
the reforms of TV Soong, or the Marxist-Leninist model tried during the early communist 
years as well as the inspiration behind Deng’s reforms. Against this, some did identify the 
Great Leap Forward as of Chinese origin. However, in general, candidates did not appear to 
have the strength of knowledge to answer this question with any degree of confidence.
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This answer makes some attempt to address 
the focus of the question and to come to a 
judgement but in particular, it is imprecise 
with regard to the dates in the question 
and some of the material lacks accuracy as 
well as depth. It was given a low Level 2 mark.

Examiner Comments

In order to reach the higher levels in the 
mark scheme, it is important to have a 
precise knowledge of the Key Topics and 
Themes in the specification and to have a 
firm grasp of the major dates.

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

Section A

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Candidates should ensure that they deal with both parts of the enquiry

• Candidates should aim to develop valid inferences supported by the arguments raised 
in the source, not merely paraphrase the content of the source

• Inferences can be supported by reference to contextual knowledge surrounding the 
issues raised by the source

• Candidates should move beyond stereotypical approaches to the nature/purpose and 
authorship of the source by, e.g. looking at and explaining the specific stance and/or 
purpose of the writer.

Sections B and C

• Candidates must provide more precise contextual knowledge as evidence. Weaker 
responses lacked depth and sometimes range in Section B and lacked range across the 
period in Section C

• Candidates should avoid a narrative/descriptive approach; this undermines the analysis 
that is required for the higher levels 

• Candidates need to be aware of key dates as identified in the specification so that they 
can address the questions with chronological precision

• Candidates should try to explore the links between issues in order to make the structure 
of the response flow more logically and to enable the integration of analysis.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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