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Introduction
Centres and candidates are once again to be congratulated for their performance this
series as examiners reported that the majority of candidates understood the essential
requirements of the Unit 2 examination with the different focus of the two parts of the
question. Many scripts demonstrated an impressive knowledge base in the part B question
which compared favourably with previous examination series. At the highest levels of
attainment, these scripts were combined with well-developed analysis.
However, it is again disappointing to note that there remains a minority of candidates who
perform poorly, both in terms of their skills set and their knowledge base.
In part A, a minority of candidates continue to work through the sources, largely in
sequence, paraphrasing the content and with no attempt at cross referencing. Whilst it is
the case that many candidates understand the language of cross referencing, not all actually
engage fully in the processes, merely asserting that the sources either agree or disagree
without explaining how they have arrived at this conclusion. Such responses are unlikely
to move beyond level 2, even where they clearly understand the issues being raised by
the sources. There also appeared to be a number of candidates who were using their own
knowledge to develop points raised in the content of the sources in this question in this
exam series. There is no credit for this in part A and thus, such candidates waste time that
would be better spent developing those aspects of the answer that do gain credit – cross
referencing, a consideration of provenance linked to the arguments and judgements. There
seemed to be certain stock responses given to particular kinds of sources which could not
be justified on the basis of the information that the provenance provided. For example, in
those options where letters were used, there were a significant number of candidates who
assumed that such letters were private, even where it would appear much more likely that
they would be in the public domain.
In part B, there appeared to be fewer candidates this series who relied completely on the
material in the sources. More candidates demonstrated some range and depth of knowledge
that could be applied to the part B questions. The best answers used the sources to shape
the argument and raise issues which were supported and developed with the use of detailed
and specific own knowledge. It continues to be the case that despite comments in many
previous examiners’ reports regarding the focus of AO2b, candidates continue to comment
to a greater or lesser extent on provenance in their responses to part B. Such comments
are frequently very generic e.g. the historian can be trusted because they have the benefit
of hindsight (or they cannot be trusted because they were not an eye witness to the event).
In any event, such comments, even if well developed, generally do not contribute to AO2b,
which is what is being tested in part B. Some candidates spend an excessive amount of time
on this and they would do well to develop their arguments in relation to the question, rather
than write whole paragraphs on provenance which can earn no credit under AO2b.
Candidates should take care that they can spell technical words and significant names
correctly, especially when those words and names form part of the question or the sources.
Where candidates have a few minutes left at the end of the exam, they would be well
advised to check their work. Fewer candidates this series used the word ‘infer’ incorrectly,
although there did appear to be some increase in the use of ‘bias’ often incorrectly spelled.
The candidates' performance on individual questions is considered in the next section.

GCE History 6HI02 A

3

Question 1 (a) (i)
Question 1 was significantly more popular than question 2.
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Examiner Comments

There were very many competent answers to this question by candidates who identified the
conflicting intentions of Henry VIII towards the rebels in 1536-7. The candidates understood
the sources well and focused upon the key issues. However, there were surprisingly fewer really
good answers to the question. The quality of cross referencing of content in some responses was
excellent although across the cohort it was not as high as in previous years. Candidates were
generally more aware of the need to consider the attributes of the sources and occasionally to
cross reference provenance, not many however used their understanding of the attributes of the
sources to weigh the evidence in addressing the question “How far?” It was apparent that some
students had not read the sources as carefully as they might have done. There is a considerable
difference between ‘Henry’s ambassador in France’ and ‘the French ambassador’. A number of
students misunderstood Source 1, particularly the phrase ‘’both shires are at our mercy” and the
point about Henry’s subjects in lines 3-5. Some candidates did not use the time frame between
sources 1 and 3 accurately. Many claimed that 3 was written ‘a year later’ than Source 1, rather
than three months at most. However many candidates made intelligent use of the chronology
to help them focus on Henry’s intent changing as the rebellions developed. A few candidates
misused sources to give them a different sense; this tactic did not help them. Candidates
still encounter difficulties in making a judgement and a significant number still summarise
their findings at the end of the response rather than use the weight of the evidence to reach a
judgement.

Examiner Tip

This is a level 4 response. It begins by outlining the views in the sources, although there is no
specific source reference in the introduction. The response proceeds to focus upon the task of
cross referencing considering the evidence that agrees and challenges the view in the question.
The candidate draws out good inferences from the sources to develop the analysis, arguing, for
example that Henry’s merciful attitude shown in sources 1 and 2 was no doubt driven by his
weak position in 1536. The sources are treated as evidence and weighed effectively. A good
example is shown on the second page where the candidate makes good use of the differences
between sources 1and 2 and source 3 to argue that Henry had lost patience by 1537 and
therefore had to make an example of the rebels. The candidate provides a brief but focused
judgement after considering the attributes of sources 2 and 3. Overall, the candidate has
displayed the qualities of a level 4 response.
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Examiner Comments

This was the most popular question on Q A1 part b with the majority of the answers in the level
3 range on both objectives. The best responses were fully focused on the debate as to whether
Wolsey’s main aim was to increase royal authority or his own power and influence. The level
of knowledge of Wolsey’s work was reasonably high and candidates generally understood the
sources although some struggled with the reference to “centralised government” in source 4.
Some candidates’ knowledge lacked precision and this undermined their responses. Some were
unclear about the role of Star Chamber and claimed that the poor brought their cases to it for
judgement. Many candidates were unclear about the role of parliament in the sixteenth century.
The Eltham Ordinances were only understood in outline by some candidates and a number of
answers contained more assertion and speculation than usual.   There was, however, many
examples of good integration of own knowledge with the source material, although in some
weaker answers there was still a tendency to comment on the provenance of the secondary
sources sometimes at length. Candidates tended to make greater use of source 5 and dismiss
source 6 as unreliable without always explaining why. A number of candidates used foreign policy
in their answer but were not always able to make it relevant to the question. Weaker answers
were not always able to identify the debate between the sources and these responses tended to
produce a general account of policies Wolsey pursued and actions that he took.

Examiner Tip

This is a secure level 4 response on both assessment objectives. The response is driven by the
sources with a clear understanding of the representation in each source demonstrated in the
introduction. There is a real contextual understanding of the knowledge that underpins the issues
raised in the sources and an attempt to debate them. The candidate makes good use of their
understanding of the Eltham Ordinances and the execution of Buckingham to explore increasing
royal authority and contrasts this view effectively with the representation in sources 5 and 6 that
Wolsey’s primary concern was his own power. The sources and knowledge are fully integrated
throughout the response which maintains it focus on the debate. The final judgement is succinctly
argued and clearly based on the issued raise in the sources.
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Question 1 (b) (ii)
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Examiner Comments

The range of scripts was greater for this question with more level 2 and level 4 scripts than
for the previous question. Some candidates did not know what is meant by ‘political faction’
and that did impact upon the quality of their answers. A minority of candidates did not
read the question carefully and referred to ‘political factors’ throughout their answers.    A
number of candidates struggled with source 7 and some misunderstood Bernard’s reference
to the opinions of other historians that Henry’s religion was “a ragbag of emotional prejudices
and Henry being seen as “weak and dominated by faction”. They misinterpreted these as
Bernard’s own views and then unable to reconcile them with his later comments ignored
those and misinterpreted the view expressed by Bernard to be the opposite of what it
actually was. Other candidates focused on the reference to Catherine Howard in Source 8
and over emphasised her personal role. A significant number of candidates did not know
what to do with Source 9 and either ignored it or mentioned it only in passing. A number
of candidates also focus on the role of Ann Boleyn and the Boleyn faction in general in some
cases forgetting the time restrictions in the question and including much analysis based on
pre 1532 events. There were however a number of extremely good answers to this question
which integrated source analysis with own knowledge and addressed the question some
going so far as to challenge the concept of faction as defined in the sources and identifying
a number of alternative drivers for religious change which they were able to evidence and
evaluate.

Examiner Tip

This response is a secure L4 for A01 and high L3 for A02b.    It is mainly driven by
knowledge and this is very strong with good range and depth. The candidate demonstrates
depth of knowledge of the Great Bible and the role of the dissolution of the monasteries
for example. Knowledge is effectively integrated with the sources. The candidate has a
very clear understanding of the issues. There is a good assessment of both the reformist
and conservative factions and their influence. The candidate does develop reasoning from
the sources consistent with level 3. Source 7 is used well to consider both the influence of
the protestant faction and the active involvement of Henry himself. Overall, however, the
sources are used to support rather than drive the argument and this keeps the response
in L3 for A02b. The sources are used to move towards a conclusion but this is not fully
developed in the concluding paragraph.
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Examiner Comments

Candidates comprehended the sources well and cross referenced more effectively than on
Q1a. Some did, however, choose to work through the sources sequentially and their limited
their achievement to level 2. The sources in this question were generally well understood, and
the candidates were able to draw inferences from the sources. Most candidates weighed up
the evidence contained in a source in the light of its provenance. However many candidates
relegated this to a discrete section of the response and did not integrate the consideration of
provenance into the answer. This prevented a number of candidates from reaching the higher
marks. The provenance of 12 was confusing for some candidates, but many understood
well the provenance of sources 10 and 11. The best answers were able to use source 12 to
reconcile the conflict in the sources and to reach a judgement.

Examiner Tip

This is a level 4 response. It is fully focused upon the task of cross referencing. This can be
seen very clearly on the first page where source 10 is used to corroborate the claims made
in source 11 regarding parliament’s role in causing division. The candidate draws strong
inferences from the source material; for example on the second page of the answer where
the ‘impudent attitude’ of parliament is raised. The weight of the sources is considered
and used to make judgements about the relative blame that can be attributed to James
and parliament. The conclusion is a weaker element in the response, in that it tends to
summarise previous points rather than develop the judgement. However, the qualities of
level 4 have been demonstrated throughout the answer and therefore it fully merits that
level.
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Question 2 (b) (i)
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Examiner Comments

This appeared to be the least popular answer on A2 part b and was
generally either answered extremely well or very poorly. Weaker
answers struggled to comprehend the concept of inflation and
occasionally misunderstood the sources finding it particularly difficult to
place source 14 in context. Candidates at times often repeated evidence
for different arguments as they were quite interlinked – inflation and
rural poverty for example. They did however follow the instruction
to discuss domestic policy only. However, those who understood the
question performed well as the sources accessed lots of different
arguments which were well capitalised on generally with good own
knowledge.

Examiner Tip

This is a level 4 response for both assessment objectives. It begins
with a well-focused introduction, identifying a range of problems,
outlining the views in the sources and giving a hint of a judgement.
The given factor, inflation, is effectively examined, both from the views
in the sources and by testing with secure knowledge developing the
impact of population growth and its relation to inflation. Alternative
factors, including finances, monopolies and the impact of foreign policy
expenses are considered and supported well. The impact of these
issues, including inflation, upon the poor is discussed and judgements
drawn about the level of the threat. The sources are used to develop
reasoning and debated well in the paragraph on finances on page 2 of
the answer.    There is a clear judgement on the extent to which inflation
was Elizabeth’s greatest problem which emerges from the body of the
answer. The sources could be used to greater effect in the conclusion
and this limits progression within Ao2b. Overall merits level 4.
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Examiner Comments

There were many excellent answers to this question from candidates who
engaged with the source material and who had an excellent knowledge
of the topic. The majority of candidates were able to identify a range of
own knowledge which they were able to integrate with the sources. Most
candidates were at least able to arrive at a simple judgement and a number
achieved a sustained conclusion generally based more on own knowledge than
full source analysis. Candidates generally understood and were able to use
sources 16 and 18 although a number of weaker candidates were unsure of
how to use source 17.

Examiner Tip

This is a secure level 4 response for both assessment objectives. The nature
of the debate and the position of the sources in it are made evident in the
introduction. The response is fully analytical throughout and demonstrates
both range and depth in A01. The knowledge deployed is relevant and used
effectively to test the sources. The candidate maintains a sustained focus
on the question throughout the answer. There is developed reasoning from
the sources. For example, on the second page of the answer, the candidate
uses Source 18 effectively to discuss the significance of Charles’ religious
beliefs in the breakdown of relations with parliament. The candidate makes
sound judgements throughout the answer. There is a real sense of the
representations being weighed. For example, on the fifth page of the response,
the candidate is able to weigh up the importance of Buckingham’s role by
arguing it must have been of lesser importance in causing the divisions since
the conflict continue after his assassination. There is a very well developed
conclusion using both sure and knowledge to reach the final judgement. In this
respect, this is a stronger response than the example for 2bi.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
All Questions
•

Candidates should proof read their answers at the end of the examination, and correct
any instances where they have incorrectly labelled a source, used the wrong names or
the wrong dates.

•

Too many candidates are using certain phrases, such as ‘using the sources as a set’, as a
substitute for actually engaging in the task that they are claiming.

•

Engaging with the sources needs to go beyond accepting the content at face value and
to test it for validity considering provenance in part a and by testing the opinions in part
b with knowledge set in the context of the period.

Part A
•

Candidates should spend sufficient time reading the sources to ensure that they
understand the nuances of the arguments presented.

•

Candidates should treat the sources as a package in order to facilitate cross referencing.
Weaker candidates work though sources sequentially. Such responses cannot go beyond
level 2.

•

Provenance should be integrated within the argument and decisions need to be
made on the relative strengths and weaknesses of the sources. The attributes of the
sources should be discussed, not described. This aids the use of provenance as part
of the argument. Candidates should avoid making stereotypical comments about the
provenance that could apply to any source and avoid labelling a source as both reliable
and unreliable and thus negating any conclusions drawn. The key to a successful
response is the ability to weigh the sources to reach a final judgement.

•

The best responses cross reference not only the content of the sources, but also
their provenance. This enables candidates to weigh the sources and reach supported
judgements.

•

There are no marks available for knowledge in part a. Candidates should avoid arguing
from their knowledge since it cannot be credited and often impacts on the amount of
time they have available to complete part b.

Part B
•

Candidates need to ensure that their subject knowledge conforms to the specification.
Weaker responses usually relied very heavily on information derived primarily from the
sources.

•

In order to address the question effectively, candidates need to offer an analysis driven
by the arguments raised in the sources. Sources should be used to develop lines of
argument and reasoning rather than used for information to develop a descriptive
answer.

•

Whilst it may be relevant to use the provenance of the contemporary source(s) to judge
the weight that can be assigned to the argument, there is no such requirement for
the secondary sources and it is not rewarded in A02b. Many candidates still engage in
generalised comments that a particular historian is or is not reliable at the expense of
developing argument and analysis tested by specific own knowledge.

•

Candidates need to ensure that they are aware of the focus of the question and the
time period specified and that they maintain the focus throughout their answer, to avoid
straying into irrelevant areas that cannot be rewarded.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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