Moderators’ Report/
Principal Moderator Feedback
Summer 2014
Pearson Edexcel GCE in Health and
Social Care (6943)
Unit 6 Public Health

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications
Edexcel and BTEC qualifications are awarded by Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding
body. We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational,
occupational and specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our
qualifications websites at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk. Alternatively, you can
get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere
Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help
everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of
learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved
in education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100
languages, we have built an international reputation for our commitment to high
standards and raising achievement through innovation in education. Find out more
about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk

Summer 2014
Publications Code US038013
All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2014

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on
this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

The assessment evidence required for this unit consists of a report of an
investigation carried out by the candidate into a public health issue. In
general the work seen had been assessed accurately, though there was a
relatively low candidature this year.
In AO1 learners need to demonstrate understanding of the public health
issue they have chosen to investigate. A key aspect of this unit is that it
concerns public health, and higher scoring reports linked their issue to the
public health consequences it can bring about. Less successful reports
focused instead on descriptions of the issues impact on the health of the
individual affected. In some reports students had included as much
information as possible from their research. This may on occasions have a
negative effect on the quality of work in AO1 as the student often loses
focus on the issue. To reach higher mark bands it is important that
interpretation and explanation is provided by the candidate, and that
information is relevant and appropriate. Candidates should be advised to
concentrate on a specific section of the UK population in order to help them
focus their work. They should also be encouraged to reference their work
throughout, it is both good practice, and helps them access the marks in
AO3.
In AO2 students need to show how social, environmental and lifestyle
factors can affect the impact of the issue on a section of the UK population.
In higher scoring reports the candidates had successfully linked their issue
of interest to a specified group of the UK population, and then identified the
relevant social, environmental and lifestyle issues that were relevant to that
section of the population. In some reports students did provide relevant
links between their issue and social, environmental and lifestyle factors, but
then did not go on to consider the impact on the public health of a specified
group or section of the U.K. In some reports candidates had reversed the
assessment requirement and talked about the effect of the public health
issue on social, environmental and lifestyle factors. Candidates should be
advised that the requirement is for how factors affect the impact of the
issue.
In AO3 candidates need to demonstrate skills in investigating and using a
variety of sources of information that are relevant to their chosen public
health issue. In higher scoring reports a good level of skill was shown in
obtaining information from literature searches. In some cases though,
candidates need to be encouraged to be more selective in the choice of
information used in their final report. Additionally learners should be
advised to reference all the work that they quote. To access Mark Band 3
an awareness and understanding of the sources used should be explicitly
shown. For example a discussion of the possible effect of bias in the
sources used was seen in the better scoring reports. Learners are required
to analyse environmental and lifestyle factors in relation to the public health
issue. This may be included with the description of the factors in AO2, but
assessors need to ensure that they do not credit description as analysis.

In AO4 learners need to evaluate ways of minimising the impact of their
chosen issue on the risks to public health. It was pleasing to note that a
greater number of students had attempted to evaluate rather than simply
describe in this section, however there are still a significant minority of
centres that credit descriptions as evaluations, which needs to be avoided.
Choosing an appropriate issue at the outset can have a major effect on the
candidates’ opportunities to access marks in AO4. Centres need to ensure
that learners are choosing issues that have appropriate strategies to
minimise the risks before learners start work on the unit, to allow them full
opportunity to access this AO. Problems with inaccurate assessment often
were due to over assessing in AO4, where description had been credited as
evaluation. Some centres were also generous in the awarding of marks at
the upper end of MB3. For this level excellent evaluative skills need to be
shown, full, balanced and accurate evaluations of a number of relevant
strategies must be present and valid and evidence based conclusions need
to be drawn.
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