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Introduction
A good number of candidates produced competent responses, demonstrating familiarity with the

topics and texts, good language awareness and evidence of ability to apply this knowledge in order

to transfer meaning, answer comprehension questions clearly and without ambiguity, exercise

critical interpretation and offer factually correct details pertaining to their chosen topics and texts.

Many candidates demonstrated more than good factual knowledge of the history, literature and

film modules, providing relevant supporting evidence, in very good Greek (questions 4, 6, 7, 8).

There was also a considerable number of candidates who, despite evidently good language skills,

did not read the questions carefully and provide succinct and comprehensive responses. Many of

these lengthy responses contained irrelevance or mutually exclusive details (e.g. question 4) or

relied too heavily on description at the expense of critical interpretation in direct response to the

question asked (section C).

In summary, Section A yielded detailed responses that captured meaning, detail and nuance in a

generally satisfactory manner. There was evidence of hasty reading of the rubric instructions when

certain responses provided only one detail when two were required (4f and 4h).

In Section B, transfer of meaning from English into Greek was handled well by a good number of

candidates, despite slips in orthography and occasional wrong choice of vocabulary.

With regard to Section C: Topics and Texts, there was an obvious preference for the questions on

the poems of Cavafy, the short stories of Ioannou and the film module. Very few candidates chose

the Greek History and the Geography modules and when they did, their responses varied, with a

preference for description at the expense of commentary.

Unfortunately, rubric instruction violations were very frequent with many candidates, particularly

from centres overseas, exceeding the word limit by far. In addition, a significant number of

candidates ignored the requirement that the two chosen responses in Section C be clearly indicated

and composed in different sections of the answer booklet. It was a frequent occurrence to see that

the response composed was not in fact the one indicated (for example 3a was ticked but the

response was to 3b) or that two different responses (for example 3a and 4a) were written in the

space reserved for one response (for example, the space in the QP reserved for 3a). Such violations

caused considerable delays and challenges regarding marking in the online platform. There was

also a noticeable slip in spelling in both languages, and in some candidates’ ability to exercise

critical interpretation of content purposefully and consistently. There was a noticeable pattern of

providing lengthy explanations of facts contained in the films, the poems and the short stories

(questions 6, 7, 8) with conclusive remarks that were not linked to an argument substantiated by

the essay. There were also few instances of candidates answering each single question with a

paragraph that showed very little understanding of the questions or any knowledge of the

specification.

Regrettably, despite impressive language skills exhibited by a large majority of candidates, a fair

number neglected to demonstrate the examination skills that enable one to compose an organized

and easy to read response that adopts the correct register for an essay and demonstrates

satisfactory knowledge and understanding of the conventions of essay writing.
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Question 1 

Question 1 produced a good number of appropriate, succinctly and unambiguously expressed

responses to the question. Several candidates presented the right amount of details and avoided

superfluous and irrelevant content. There were several instances whereby candidates produced

lengthy all-inclusive responses that contained extraneous material and did not provide the

necessary clarity and precision. The burden of proof is on the candidate and it cannot rest on the

reader/examiner to tease out the correct aspect from a series of details that address a combination

of relevant and irrelevant information. Such instances were in evidence in questions 1e, 1f and 1g

in particular.

Questions 1a and 1c proved challenging to candidates who, despite their good language skills, read

the rubric hastily and provided either incorrect or imprecise information. The sentiment that is

common to all three speakers (question 1a) cannot be "uncertainty and fear". It has to be only one,

i.e. "uncertainty". The characteristic that is common to all three speakers (question 1e) cannot be a

feeling as the rubric clearly invites a detail that is not about feelings. Candidates ought to bear in

mind that there can never be two questions that invite the same information.

4     GCE Greek 2 6GK02 01



This is an excellent response that earned full marks. The candidate has provided unambiguous

answers, containing the right amount of relevant information.
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The candidate was able to identify the necessary

information that answers the question fully. The

language used is mostly the candidate's own and

there is evidence of solid understanding of the text

and the requirements of the question.

In questions that invite a comparison (e.g. 1f), it is

important to frame the information in a way that is

clearly indicative of this comparison. The candidate

focused on this comparative element by providing

information on working and living in Cyprus in

comparison to working and living in the U.K.
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This is a weak response that earned only 5 out of the 14 available marks.
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The candidate provided a superfluous, incorrect

detail alongside a correct one, which shows

inability to pinpoint the correct information

precisely and unambiguously (1a).

Responses in 1(b) and 1(c) contained information

that was not substantiated by information in the

source text.

In 1(d) the candidate provided correct

identification but the explanation was incomplete

and therefore not clear or comprehensive enough.

In 1(h) the candidate provided some correct details

that were not contextualised in a way that gives a

clear and full response to the question, as we do

not know "who" it is who "lives in Athens and has

retired from work" or what the connection to the

grandaughter is.

Questions that invite two marks are often reliant

on identification and explanation or on the

provision of two distinct details. Careful reading of

the questions is essential before attempting to

respond. The candidate was not able to offer the

correct justification for 1(d) and the information on

working condition in Cyprus (1h) was not within

the comparative frame work that the question

invited.
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Question 2 

A good number of candidates produced satisfactory translations which showed control of meaning,

command of vocabulary and structures as well as style, scoring at least 5 out of the 10 marks

available. Some candidates lacked the language skills in order to grasp more than the basic sense

of the passage, whereas some, including candidates with otherwise excellent knowledge of English

and Greek, did not convey accurately the phrases "most multicultural", "coexist with traditional

markets" or translate the words "commercial", "directors" and "cultural initiatives". A small number

of candidates opted for summaries of the source text, rather than translations, whereas others

offered several translation alternatives instead of using just one. Candidates are advised against

both of these practices.

A number of candidates found the last sentence of the source text "to welcome new

artists...initiatives" challenging. The candidates who lacked the precise vocabulary to translate this

section, but attempted to construct a sense of the phrase by paraphrasing, showed that they are in

control of meaning and were rewarded with marks from the top boundaries of the assessment

criteria. There was a pattern of carelessness with regard to spelling, indication of the position of the

stress and syntactic arrangements which are more indicative of English rather than Greek syntax

(...είναι ιστορικά μία από της Ευρώπης πιο παλιές πόλεις").
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This is an excellent translation that earned full marks. The language reads well, contains a variety of

correctly used structures and vocabulary, distinguished by a high degree of accuracy.
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There is clear evidence of linguistic achievement

and full understanding of the source text, even

though the translation is not faultless (e.g. the

candidate skipped over the translation of the word

"Europe"). The candidate attempted to translate

words that were challenging to them (e.g. seafront)

with some periphrasis and in a satisfactory

manner. In terms of knowledge and application of

grammar, this translation is one of the few

examples that show the correct form of the

adjective "διεθνές".

Grammatical accuracy, as evidenced in this script,

is an important feature of a good translation.

Candidates are advised to practise spelling and

familiarise themselves with the important suffixes

of linguistic structures, including verb endings and

noun/adjective agreement. Adjectives ending in

-ων ,-ουσα ,-ον and -ης, -ης, -ες have consistently

proved challenging to many candidates even

though they are an important part of structures to

be studied at A Level.
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This is a satisfactory translation that has earned 5 out of 10 marks. It contains the wrong choice of

vocabulary and some grammatical errors but the passage shows an acceptable level of

communication.
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The candidate uses some good grammar and

vocabulary but not consistently, especially when it

comes to more complex structures and to issues of

adjective-noun agreement. High frequency words

such as city, port, welcomes, are either

mistranslated or inaccurately conveyed, in terms of

grammar or spelling.

Always make sure to reread your work, by focusing

on different aspects each time, vocabulary turn of

phrase, grammar. When focusing on grammar, for

example, one may notice that in this script, the

same noun, "city", is rendered as neuter on one

occasion and as feminine on another, in two

consecutive lines. By rereading your work, such

errors may be corrected.
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Question 3 (a) 

Question 3, History of Greece 1960-1974, was attempted by few candidates.

Question 3a invited candidates to describe and comment on the events and the significance of the

1973 Polytechnic uprising. The question yielded mixed responses. Since the Polytechnic uprising is

a relatively recent historical event and is widely celebrated each year, many candidates are familiar

with its iconic representation in the media, especially through photographs and slogans. As a result,

many candidates wrote generic and emotive descriptions about tanks crashing gates and students

losing their lives. Some of these responses, however, showed minimal factual knowledge of the

events surrounding the uprising and its significance for future political developments. Occasionally

conclusive remarks were stated in a rather grandiose manner but there was minimal supporting

evidence in the main body of the essay. Those who showed acceptable or good factual knowledge

usually provided a variety of appropriate conclusive remarks regarding the importance of the

uprising; these were substantiated by the essay content.

In conclusion, a fair number of essays provided descriptive details ranging from basic to very good,

but most neglected to enumerate the reason(s) why this particular event played a dominant part in

the political developments of the period. Most candidates seemed to have adequate knowledge of

what transpired during the events of the uprising, but there was not enough evidence of skills

analysis that enable a candidate to carry out a critical interpretation of the content and compose a

response that shows knowledge, but also understanding of the question. A good response was

distinguished by clearly expressed points regarding the ways in which the events of the polytechnic

internationalised Greece's political plight and ushered in a new era of political upheavals,

subsequently leading to the overthrow of the junta.
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This is a very good response that earned 25 marks.
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The candidate argued succinctly and purposefully

throughout. The essay offered correct and

appropriate factual details, avoided platitudes,

justified links between facts and arguments and

concluded appropriately and convincingly. Further

development regarding the conclusion and some

clarity regarding the details of the relationship

between the dictators and the students would

have improved this, already very good, evaluation

in response to the question.

Avoid superfluous details that show your

knowledge of the period but are not linked to the

question nor do they contribute to its evaluation.

This response only included material that is

relevant to the question asked and did not veer

into emotionally charged but ultimately not very

useful lengthy narratives regarding freedom and

patriotism, which are not based on facts.
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This response earned no marks, as it contained no rewardable material.

20     GCE Greek 2 6GK02 01



The response shows that the candidate is in

possession of no real facts regarding the event.

Historically and politically, the description places

the uprising within the wrong coordinates. There is

no correct information about the topic and as a

result there is no rewardable organisation or

development.

Responses which show knowledge about the topic

or text, albeit minimal, and identify some correct

factual details about the topic or text, may earn

marks in the categories of organisation and

development and quality of language. Answers

which are off topic do not earn marks in any other

category.
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Question 3 (b)

Question 3b invited candidates to select an influential personality and comment on their

importance and contribution to the political or cutural life of the country, during the stated period.

Some answers provided list-like biographical details in paragraphs that did not show meaningful

transitions from one point/example to the other, nor did not link their factual details to the

evaluation required. A good response, on the other hand, identified the most representative

political actions or artistic works attributed to this personality, contextualised their presence and

role within the political, cultural or social frameworks of the period and offered conclusive remarks

that derived naturally and logically from the content of their response. The candidates who chose

to respond to this essay predominantly focused on political personalities, namely G. Papandreou, K.

Karamanlis and members of the Royal Family.
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This was a good response that earned a total of 23 points out of 28.
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The candidate described an influential personality

in context and in terms of their relationship with

other influential personalities of the period. Even

though there were some omissions, the response

was purposeful and focused on identifying the role

that this personality played in the political

instabilities of the period. Some further

development regarding the July events, the

relationship between the Palace and the

occasional governments in the 60s, would have

offered a more compelling context for the

response.

Addressing the question with a strong conclusion

substantiated by supporting details is as important

as showing excellent factual knowledge of the

topic. To gain marks from the upper bands of the

assessment criteria, candidates need to keep the

question in focus, throughout their response.

Upon rereading their essay, the candidates should

ask themselves: "Is my conclusion answering the

question and is it supported by the points I have

made and the examples I used to substantiate

them?"
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Question 4 (a)

A small number of candidates chose this question.

Question 4a invited candidates to describe and comment on the important features of the Cypriot

economy and society, during the period under focus, which is 1925-1960. Not many candidates

chose this question, or the topic of history of Cyprus in general, but those who did demonstrated

excellent knowledge of the topic. The organisation and development of the facts and ideas were

needed to lead to a well-organised and coherently developed argument. This was not evident in

some cases and the pattern of overtly lengthy essays were observed. Unfortunately, even though

solid knowledge of the topic was evident, the inclusion of extraneous information from the period

prior to 1925, meant that the candidates used the number of words available to them to argue

about material outside the stipulated time period (1925-1960).

A good response in 4a was marked by pertinent observations regarding the state of the economy

during the period; the way this affected the status of women and the nature of family roles; the

important transitions and changes put in place together with the advent of a more developed

infrastructure; the new models of work and the emergence of an educated elite; the unionisation

and radicalisation of the working class etc.
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This is a very good response that earned 25 marks.
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The candidate is clearly in possession of the main

facts and manages to identify primary

characteristics of the profile of the Cypriot

economy and society. Like most other candidates,

this one also veered into details addressing an

earlier period, but this was interpreted as an

attempt for contextualisation as it was mostly

contained to one paragraph. Important and

relevant information, expressed well and takes up

the main body of the essay. Had the candidate

organised their impressive knowledge better and

excluded what was not entirely necessary, they

would have earned higher marks in the category of

organisation and development.
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When the scope of the question is broad and

covers a wide chronological period, it is advisable

to work on a draft that identifies in bullet points

the most important characteristics. Make sure that

included under each bullet point are the sub-topics

linked to it, or correct identification details. This

way an idea of the number of words involved in a

response are known, before the draft is turned

into the main essay. Critical analysis and

interpretation are skills that entail the ability to

select what is appropriate so that insightful

observations that link to the question asked are

made.
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Question 4 (b) 

Question 4b was answered by few candidates. It invited a response and commentary on the

diplomatic efforts regarding the resolution of the Cypriot issue of freedom from colonial rule.

This question provoked a mixed response, due mainly to misunderstanding of the question. Some

candidates focused on the armed struggle against colonial rule and missed citing relevant material

about appeals to the UN or the various plans that aimed to resolve the situation. A good response

focused solely on the diplomatic meetings (e.g. the three day London conference in 1955) and the

various plans (e.g. Harding , MacMillan, etc), as well as their reception of these initiatives by political

leaders in Cyprus, Greece and Turkey.
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This was a good essay that earned 22 marks.
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This essay contains very good factual knowledge

and relevant supporting evidence but it is not

focused enough on establishing an argument that

is linked to this content. A lot of the information is

extremely relevant and despite odd slips in

accuracy, the facts described betray solid

knowledge of the history of Cyprus. Unfortunately,

many of these details remain undeveloped and are

offered in a list-like manner that does not indicate

the existence of an argument thread or adequate

depth. The conclusion may be logical but does not

utilise the strengths of the essay, as it does not

effectively provide links between the content and

the evaluation that the question requires.

This essay has a strong introduction that is

informative and immediately establishes a link to

the question. This purposefulness must be

sustained throughout the essay and must be

reinforced with a conclusion that does not

introduce new elements but is justified by the

arguments and the examples that precede it.
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This was a weak response that earned 15 marks.
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The candidate has addressed the general topic

area but did not address the question directly or

pertinently. Some knowledge of the topic is

demonstrated, but the candidate argues along the

wrong lines and a lot of the information offered is

not very relevant to the question asked.
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Avoid superfluous details that are not relevant to

the question. Ensure that there is a clear

connection between the material cited and the

question asked.
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Question 5 (a) 

A very small number of candidates attempted question 5.

Question 5a invited candidates to describe and comment on the industrial and commercial

initiatives in the area that they studied. There was an obvious preference for Crete and Cyprus and

most candidates who attempted this question provided good factual evidence and insightful

arguments about the way that certain commercial and industrial endeavours contribute to the

economic welfare of these areas. A small number of candidates focused on generalisations about

the tourist industry and did not construct an argument that betrayed close knowledge of the topic

(e.g. providing place names linked to the production or trade of a particular commodity) and skills

of analysis and interpretation (e.g. in what way trade is hampered or promoted by certain initiatives

or parameters relating to geography or infrastructure).
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This is a response that earned 16 marks out of 28. It shows some knowledge of the topic but does

nor succeed in organising and developing the material into a persuasive and coherently developed

argument.
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The candidate shows that they are in possession of

some anecdotal facts but there is no precision and

expansion of these facts leading to a well-

organised and confident response. There is

practically no conclusion and the listing of

products produced or traded is left without

context, so that the reader is never in full

possession of the facts. What is cited in this essay,

is the obvious. The obvious, however, needs to be

substantiated by detail and developed into a

convincing argument.

Description must be detailed, substantiated with

evidence, which, in this case, ought to include data.

Α geography response of this kind cannot be

complete without references that betray that the

candidate has researched the topic. For example, a

reference to a "wine industry" must include some

data about the names of production

plants/products, where they are situated, etc.
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This is a good response that earned 24 marks.
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The candidate displays very good knowledge of the

topic and includes supporting data that strengthen

the argument. The introduction and the conclusion

are to the point, linked to the material and avoid

generalisations. The candidate could have

expressed their response more succinctly, but this

does not detract significantly from the clarity and

the cohesion of the piece.

Organising a response in paragraphs that each

make a point should be supported by an example.

Coherent organisation between paragraphs

strengthens an argument and is evidence of the

candidate's knowledge of the topic.
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This is a response that has earned 22 points.
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It is evident from the introduction that this

response has the makings of an excellent essay. It

is informative, clear and the transitions from one

paragraph to the next are linked well and logically.

Unfortunately the scope of the response is beyond

the word limit required and as a result the essay

fails to demonstrate the overall organisation and

development that is characteristic of an excellent

response.

Researched based essays assess knowledge of

pertinent material that is also organised well and

conveys the information that is essential within the

required parameters. Candidates are advised to

draft an essay plan in which they prioritise the

essential material and omit material of secondary

importance. This is a particular challenge for the

more able candidates who are often compelled to

write everything they know about the topic. Essay

writing is an exercise in structure as much as in

relevant content and candidates must not neglect

to form a response that addresses both of these

aspects.
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Question 5 (b) 

Very few candidates chose question 5b, which invited them to describe and comment on the

importance of monuments and museums in the area that they studied.

Those who did, demonstrated good knowledge of the monuments and sites that can be found in

their chosen area. They often made pertinent observations about the various ways in which these

sites contribute to the cohesion of the communities that host them and strengthen their identity or

even economy. Good responses were the ones that combined knowledge with a full explanation

and evaluation of the role and the significance of cultural heritage. There were several instances of

answers that relied on platitudes, lacked any distinguishing detail or any evidence that the

candidate had studied the topic in question.
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This is a good response that earned 23 marks.
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The candidate's response shows evidence of

independent thought and solid factual knowledge,

albeit with some gaps. The essay would have

benefited from some more consistent

observations regarding the importance of the

listed sites, integrated into each paragraph.

It is important to use each example you cite as

evidence of substantiating a point. Otherwise, your

response remains mostly descriptive. This essay

would have earned higher marks if the candidate

had adopted this pattern throughout.
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This response earned no marks.
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This response is an example of the type of

response that ought to be avoided at all cost. The

candidate does not address the topic and is clearly

not aware that the specification requires study of

specific areas of Greece and the whole of Cyprus.
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Question 6 (a) 

Question 6 was one of the three most popular question in this examination series. The majority of

the candidates who answered question 6 showed that they had very good knowledge of the films

and were able to provide good explanation in response to the question. A good number of

candidates went beyond explanation to offer critical analysis, with good links between the

examples that they cited and the points that they made.

Question 6a invited candidates to comment on the impact of separations on the lives of the young

protagonists and the ways in which the children responded or coped with these. The majority of

candidates showed good or excellent knowledge of the films and provided a good range of relevant

details that illuminated the nature and the primary characters of these separations. These were

considered to be good responses, especially when they did not offer narrative at the expense of

analysis and stayed within the prescribed word limit. When there was an absence of detail or a

digression, this mostly concerned a tendency to rely overtly on description of the separation, rather

than the way that this is addressed. Occasionally, hasty reading of the rubric led some candidates

to describe scenes of separation between adults. This was mostly considered to be a digression

from the overall purpose of the response.
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This is a good response that earned 23 points.
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The candidate has included good material that

shows that they have studied the films closely and

has provided mostly relevant examples to address

the question. The answer is particularly on point

with regard to two of the films but not so when it

comes to "Peppermint", which includes some

irrelevance. The essay's main strengths are the

introduction and the conclusion that in turn lead in

and derive naturally from the main argument.
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Candidates should try to make the introduction a

statement of intent to address the question and

outline the main thread of their argument (as this

candidate does). Avoid using the same terms and

generic statements for the conclusion and the

introduction, as this is repetitive and weakens the

impact of the argument. This response made an

informative and focused introduction and

concluded by summing up the main points

contained in the body of the essay, avoiding

repetition.
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Question 6 (b) 

Question 6b invited candidates to describe those elements in their chosen films that defied the

conventions of realism. In addition the question asked candidates to evaluate these elements in

terms of how they shaped their opinion of the film.

There were some excellent responses to this question, indicating that candidates had been taught

well regarding how to approach issues of content and structure when it comes to critical responses

to film. A good response described scenes that suspended disbelief, such as one's soul visualised at

when it leaves one's body, and offered individual and compelling explanations as to how these

scenes affected their reception of the film. Others argued in a more roundabout way, which was

moderately effective, explaining how the lack of realism suspends drama and offers comic relief in

general, which had an effect on their enjoyment of the film. Some responses relied heavily on

description with only tentative and incomplete references to the second part of the question.
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This is an excellent response that earned 26 marks.
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The candidate's response is distinguished by

logical and clear organisation and pertinent

description and argument throughout. The essay

focuses on strictly unrealistic scenes and does not

provide lengthy summaries of the whole films,

which would not add anything to the response.

The candidate has chosen to address the question

in terms of how non-realistic scenes affect the

film's reception, which is a very valid way of

composing a pertinent response. There is also

evidence of independent thought as the candidate

also focuses succinctly on the construction of a

world that contains surreal elements, which is

imagined by the protagonists themselves and is

not the director's device per se (e.g. Τα Δελφινάκια

του Αμβρακικού).

GCE Greek 2 6GK02 01     67



A successful approach to a two-pronged question

in Section C consists of the adoption of the pattern

of providing a relevant example in tandem with

making a point that links this example to the

question asked and answers it. Explanation of

what happens is not enough to earn candidates

marks from the higher bands of the assessment

criteria. This candidate's example is a model of

how to structure an efficient response.
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This is an average response that earned 15 marks.
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The candidate makes a valiant attempt to address

the question but the response is marred by weak

organisation, limited cohesion and basic or

irrelevant knowledge of the films.

GCE Greek 2 6GK02 01     71



Understanding key terms regarding the analysis of

films and literature is important in order to

understand the question asked and compose an

appropriate response. In this essay, there is some

evidence of insecure understanding of the term

"realistic", which often makes the candidate argue

along the wrong lines.

72     GCE Greek 2 6GK02 01



Question 7 (a) 

Question 7 was the most popular in this series. The majority of candidates exhibited good or

excellent knowledge of the poems and in most answers there was evidence of good preparation

and adequate research.

Question 7a invited candidates to describe and comment on the way love between people is

portrayed in the poems. Most candidates chose appropriate material that showed love between

members of family or lovers. They correctly identified the link to youth and beauty and how very

often love is evoked through memory and is either idealised or tinged with regret. Love was also

portrayed as vulnerable to time and social conventions but singled out for its powerful role as a

stimulus to artistic creation. A small number of poems chose to focus on the non-romanticised and

strictly sensual treatment of love. Even though these examples were correct they were deemed

incomplete as they omitted other, equally important, aspects and effectively substantiated only a

single argument. In addition, some candidates misread the rubric and focused on love for one's

country.
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This is a good response that earned 19 marks.
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The candidate shows good knowledge of the

poems but the essay relies mostly on description

and offers undeveloped or vague observations of

what the examples cited indicated about the

nature of love.
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Avoid explanations of the poems without stating

the role they serve, as a tool for addressing the

question. Try to go beyond a blow-by-blow account

of what happens in the poem, as relevant as this

may be, and state your observations and ideas as

to what the underlying message is from. For

example, a scene where a character remembers

their encounters with their lovers or a separation

that came abruptly. Such scenes indicate that love

is at the mercy of time and a victim to unforeseen

circumstances, and this ought to be stated.
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This is a very good response that earned 22 marks.
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The candidate has shown good factual knowledge

of appropriate material, included a variety of

relevant supporting evidence, albeit in an

occasionally too detailed manner, and achieved

some depth in their response. The link to the

question is occasionally stated and is often

implied, making this response a little tentative and

incomplete. The conclusion of each paragraph has

the beginnings of a clear conclusive remark but the

candidate does not expand to construct an

insightful and well developed observation. The

conclusion is rather generic. There is also a

significant omission about the role of love as a

stimulus for art.

Avoid explaining the poems at the expense of

critically analysing them to establish a point. Some

of the points that would have derived naturally

from these explanations and could have been

stated more clearly are that love is:

at the mercy of time

associated with beauty and youth

associated with seedy encounters in the margins

of society.
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Question 7 (b) 

Question 7b invited candidates to comment on the characters that they found most interesting in

the poems. As is always the case, a question does not invite only description but analysis,

interpretation and evaluation and in this question also, the candidates had to provide a justification

for their choice.

Most candidates chose to discuss political figures that appear in Cavafy's poems. The question was

mostly handled well by many candidates who chose appropriate poems to discuss decisions and

actions by politicians and people in positions of authority or occasionally ordinary people, and to

make pertinent remarks about why these individuals may deserve one's admiration or not. Even

though good knowledge of the poems was on display and examples were well integrated into the

answers, there was a pattern of relying on descriptive details at the expense of critical

interpretation of the material. A noticeable pattern in this question also concerned consistent

violations of the rubric, with excessively long responses. This was mainly the case in candidates

from centres overseas. A pattern of providing lengthy and unnecessary biographical details was

also observed. Candidates are advised against this practice.
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This is a very good response that earned 23 marks.
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The candidate understands the question and

opens by addressing it, albeit in a rather generic

way. Relevant examples are selected to address

the question but critical analysis is not always

applied consistently and the conclusion is not as

efficient as it should be. The candidate makes the

very relevant point of characters showing their

true colours during moments of decline but does

not expand it to a more developed argument that

links to the essay content clearly.

This response is an example of constructing a good

argument with convincing examples and just the

right amount of detail when it comes to

description. The candidate usually refers back to

the question at the end of each paragraph and this

reinforces the purposefulness of the response.
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This is an average response that earned 13 marks.
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The candidate begins auspiciously with an

introduction that may be awkwardly expressed but

shows intent to argue in relation to the question.

Unfortunately, the main body of the essay shows

only basic knowledge of the poems, lack of

substantiating detail and inability to construct a

response with justified links between ideas,

coherent organisation between paragraphs and

any conclusive remarks whatsoever. Knowledge of

the poems is superficial and some of the identified

scenes or characters are described in either vague

or inaccurate terms.

Always adopt the correct register when writing a

research-based essay. Study link words and phases

that will allow you to transition from one

paragraph to the next with cohesion and clarity (

e.g. στη συνέχεια, παράλληλα, επιπροσθέτως, δεν

πρέπει να παραλείψουμε ...etc).
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Question 8 (a) 

Question 8 was the second most popular in this exam series but tended to yield somewhat lengthy

responses that went over the word limit, before the candidate had the opportunity to discuss a

third and sometimes even a second story. It was very clear that the vast majority of candidates had

very solid knowledge of the short stories and quite a few were able to identify relevant descriptions

of women (8a) and short stories that can justify the title of the collection (8b).

In question 8a, many candidates produced detailed and sophisticated responses, testament to the

candidates’ hard work in itself but also to the fact that they had been taught very well. Out of the 17

stories in the collection, there was obvious preference for the following, which also happened to be

very apt for any substantiation of the main argument: «Ψηλά στο Εσκί Ντελίκ», «Βουγγάρι»,

«Ευτυχούλα» «Η μόνη κληρονομιά».

A small number of candidates did not notice that the question required commentary on the

portrayal of women in the short stories and focused instead on lengthy descriptions without

observations or evaluation. These indicated minimal understanding of the question and could not

earn high marks
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This is a very good response that has earned 24 marks.
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The candidate has addressed the question well,

providing good examples and an impressive

argument that forms the thread in every single

paragraph. Occasionally, the relevant points made

are not adequately substantiated and the

references to the short stories are made without

enough detail, e.g. what does it mean exactly that

"Ευτυχούλα υποτάσσεται στη μοίρα της και τη

θέληση των άλλων"? The observations are

incessive and well articulated.

Introductions and conclusions should be linked to

the question asked. Return to the question in each

paragraph that exemplifies an argument, as this

candidate does. This makes the organisation and

development of an argument clearer but also

more effective.
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This is not a strong response and it earned 11 marks.
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The candidate's grasp of the material is weak. The

essay is riddled with inaccuracies and arguing

along the wrong lines. There is some basic factual

information about the short stories but analysis is

either absent or unconvincing.
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Language skills are not the sole prerequisite for

entering this exam. Solid factual knowledge and

ability to distinguish between the work of the

writers prescribed in the module are important

(e.g. being aware of the difference between a short

story and a poem).
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Question 8 (b) 

Question 8b was the least popular subquestion of question 8 and was only answered by a few

candidates.

There was a mixed range of responses. Many cited the appropriateness of the title of the collection

in terms of the content of the short story that bears the same title, i.e. Η μόνη κληρονομιά, and the

short story Η ομίχλη. Few candidates made a valiant effort to link the relevance of the title to the

short stories that they were most familiar with, but even though they exhibited good knowledge of

the collection, they did not make a compelling and convincing argument out of the material at their

disposal.

This is a very good response that earned 23 marks.
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The candidate offered a good evaluation in

response to the question. There are justified links

between description and argumentation and there

is evidence of independent thought. The

candidate's observations do not only refer to the

appropriateness of the title in terms of the more

autobiographical short stories ( e.g. in Ομίχλη but

also in terms of the inherent ideas in the less

personal narratives (e.g. in Ευτυχούλα)

It is important to select examples that serve your

argument well, as this candidate has done.
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This was an average response that earned 14 marks.
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Some basic factual information about the short

stories is demonstrated. Unfortunately the

candidate does not manage to make relevant

points and there is evidence of misunderstanding

of the question and misinterpretation of the short

stories.
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Even though many of the short stories are drawn

from experience, it does not mean that they are all

autobiographical or that the main characters and

the writer are the one and same person. It is

important to treat works of fiction as such, unless

the autobiographical element is overwhelming and

well established (e.g. Η μόνη κληρονομιά).
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Sections A and B

write clear and succinct answers to question 1, which are not necessarily reliant on writing full

sentences, but on providing only the relevant details

pay attention to the rules of orthography throughout the response and present a legible answer

that does not spill over the margins of the page

avoid leaving gaps in question 2, even when not in possession of the appropriate word. Attempts

to paraphrase show that candidates are in control of meaning and have understood the source

text

avoid copying from the source text in question 1, without manipulating the language or providing

a context that fits the question syntactically and semantically

 Section C

pay attention to rubric instructions as the presentation of the response and the space where it is

written matter

always take care to tick the correct box that indicates the chosen answer. Do not write responses

to questions in the space reserved for another question. Avoid inserting conclusive paragraphs to

the selected first question at the end of the space allocated for the selected second question

adhere to the conventions of writing in Greek and do not code switch or mix letters from English

and Greek (using the Greek "τ" and not the English “t”)

practise writing pertinent answers, which pay attention to rubric instructions and discriminate

between what to include and what to exclude. Although knowledge of the topics and text is

required, a pertinent response must link this knowledge to the specific requirements of the

question. All-inclusive answers may earn the candidate some marks, but unless the question is

addressed, these will not merit marks from the top tiers of the assessment criteria

practise writing within the restrictions of the rubric instructions. Overtly wrong answers tend to

be reliant on basic description and contain irrelevance. Answers which exceed the recommended

word limit are considered incomplete if they do not manage to make the necessary points and

substantiate them within the number of words prescribed by the rubric instructions

in addition to paying attention to rubric stipulations, the presentation of the response and the

space where it is written also matter. Write within the margins of the paper

indicate the position of the stress where needed. This is a required convention, not an option.

Candidates who do not do so are penalised in Section B and C

choose only two sub questions from section B. These two sub questions must come from

different questions (for example, a candidate cannot choose 3a and 3b)

This year also, we would like to caution candidates to adhere to the prescribed word limit and

structure their responses in an organized manner, so they avoid platitudes and descriptive
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overviews of the topic, in favour of more succinct and relevant arguments, which are in direct

response to the questions asked. In addition, as a courtesy to the examiners who read these

responses, students are advised to draft their responses and then transfer the draft onto the

question paper, rather than offer the draft as a final response that contains words and whole

paragraphs crossed out, barely legible additions in the margins, and arrows that indicate where to

insert paragraphs which often exist on different pages.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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