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Introduction
The majority of candidates completed the paper successfully. They responded to the 
different sections of the paper showing good language skills and familiarity with the 
specification. The time of the exam is 2.45 hours, the paper carries 90 marks and all parts 
are similar to last year.

Questions 1-4:  Candidates are required to convey their understanding of written Greek 
through a series of reading tasks. The questions carry 30 marks for understanding and 
responding plus 5 marks for the quality of language in Question 4 (short responses in 
Greek). Total 35 marks.

Question 5: Candidates are assessed on their ability to transfer meaning from Greek into 
English. (9 marks)

Question 6: Candidates are required to write a 220-270-word essay in Greek, as specified in 
the GCE Greek specification. In this exam candidates had to write their views in response to 
a short Greek-language stimulus. The question carries 28 marks for Content and 18 marks 
for Language.

There are no options: all questions must be answered.

Successful candidates:

•	 Gave clear, concise and to the point answers in question 4.

•	 Handled vocabulary well, showed a high degree of competence, and awareness of style 
and structures in question 5.

•	 Adhered to the word limit and developed equally all four bullet points in question 6. 
This year, candidates were more aware of the word limit and the number who exceeded 
the limit was significantly smaller than previous years.

Less successful candidates:

•	 Did not pay proper attention to the wording of the questions, in question 4, so they 
could not give direct and correct answers and did not manipulate the language. This 
made them lose marks, both for Content and for Language.

•	 Used word for word translation (mother tongue interference) without adhering to the 
rules/idioms of the English language in question 5.

•	 Over expanded one of the bullet points, in question 6, i.e.  bullet point 1 in most cases, 
or did not pay proper attention to the wording of bullet point 4 and wrote about 
things one should do instead of mentioning things one should NOT do or bad habits 
one should avoid. A small number went well above the word limit and lost marks for 
repetition or irrelevance.

•	 Misspelt some high frequency words like είμαι or verb endings - ο /- ω

•	 - εται/-ετε were used indiscriminately: i.e. να προσέχεται, βλέπουμαι

•	 Or misspelt noun or adjective endings i.e.  Όλλη μας ξέρουμε...

•	 In some cases, the double letters ξ, ψ were spelt as  κσ, πσ, κσέρο

•	 Used the active participle -οντας wrongly. Occasionally they invented forms like: 
κάθοντας / έρχοντας.   
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Question 3 (i)
The majority of candidates gave D as an answer and gained 1 mark.

D  is the only grammatically correct answer.

A, B, C, E, F  do not connect correctly in terms of grammar and meaning.

Wrong answer. 0 marks

Gives the correct answer and gains 1 mark.

=(i) ...δεν πολυενδιαφέρομαι         D    για 
τη μόδα που επιβάλλουν οι άλλοι

Examiner Comments

B is the wrong answer because it does not 
connect correctly in terms of meaning.

0 Marks

Examiner Comments

F is grammatically wrong  η αγαπημένη της
Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (ii)
The majority of candidates gave A as an answer and gained 1 mark.

A is the only grammatically correct answer.

B, C, D, E, F do not connect correctly in terms of grammar and meaning.

Question 3 (iii)
The majority of candidates gave Β as an answer and gained 1 mark.

B   is the only grammatically correct answer.

A, C, D, E, F do not connect correctly in terms of grammar and meaning.

Correct answer. Gains 1 mark.

The correct answer A is given and it 
gains 1 mark.

(ii) να κρατάς   A το δικό σου

Examiner Comments

(iii)  τεύχος      B  από τα...περιοδικά
Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (iv)
The majority of candidates gave F as an answer and gained 1 mark.

F  is the only grammatically correct answer.

A, B, C, D, E do not connect correctly in terms of grammar and meaning.

Answers F, correctly, and gains 1 mark.

Question 3 (v)
The majority of candidates gave E as an answer and gained 1 mark.

E  is the only grammatically correct answer.

A, B, C, D, F do not connect correctly in terms of grammar and meaning.

E  is the only grammatically correct answer.

F connects grammatically with iv

(iv) Η φίλη μου...   F η αγαπμένη της

Examiner Comments

The candidate answers correctly and 
gains 1 mark.

(v) ξοδεύει verb 3rd singular  (referring 
to Eleni), E όλο της το χαρτζιλίκι object 
with feminine possessive pronoun.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
Q4a     Was answered correctly by a large number of candidates.  Άκουσε τραγούδια/ 
μουσική της εποχής του 60 or Ο καθηγητής της έβαλε μουσική από τα φοιτητικά του 
χρόνια.

Q4b     The correct details were    πηγαίνει στο Λύκειο / (1), μένει  στην Πλάκα (1) 
or anything that had to do with her interest in the music/entertainment of the 60’s and 70’s 
(any two). So, there were many good answers.

Q4c      Correct answers needed to include the size of the place (small) and the purpose 
(entertainment). Χώρος διασκέδασης   (1) / Πολύ μικρός (1).  A good number of 
candidates gained 2 marks for this question.  Those who wrote ταβερνάκια did not gain a 
mark because a boîte was not a restaurant and there was nothing in the text to suggest so. 

Q4d     Candidates who gained 2 marks were those who compared both the style of 
residences (μοντέρνες πολυκατοικίες / παλιές μονοκατοικίες) and the decreasing 
number of inhabitants or the lower rents in Plaka. Η Αθήνα γέμιζε πολυκατοικίες/(1)  or 
Η Πλάκα είχε παλιά σπίτια και η Αθήνα μοντέρνα διαμερίσματα (1)  and Στην Πλάκα 
τα σπίτια ήταν άδεια or φτηνά(1).

Q4e      The correct answer was university students (φοιτητές) and the majority of 
candidates answered correctly and gained 1 mark.

Q4f      This was answered correctly by a significant number of candidates, who gained 
2 marks for mentioning the volume of music (not loud) and the reason why it was not 
loud (Δεν ακουγόταν δυνατά (1) γιατί δεν χρησιμοποιούσαν μικρόφωνα / ενισχυτές  
(1).

Q4g      Most candidates gained a mark for describing the atmosphere as friendly but lost 
the second mark because they explained it with a tautology   Ήταν φιλική γιατί γίνονταν 
φίλοι  instead of Ήταν  φιλική αφού τραγουδούσαν όλοι μαζί.

There were some candidates who did not read the question correctly and described the 
atmosphere as ονειρική which describes the recent personal experience of the narrator.

Q4h     The question asks what made her the BIGGEST impression so the correct answer had 
to come from the second part of the sentence: Η φωνή του τραγουδιστή (1) και η ηλικία 
του τραγουδιστή (1)     key phrase:  μα πάνω απ’ όλα

Q4i       This was answered correctly by the majority of candidates. Those who did not 
answer correctly were those who missed the key word:  μοναδική.

The candidate gives good and concise answers. All are to the point; grammar and structures 
are very accurate and communication is always effective. The answer gained 14 marks plus 
5 marks for Language.
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4a gives the correct reason for the narrator's interest.

4b gives both details.

4c gives both detail size and purpose.

4d gives only one detail which can be compared with the rest 
of Athens. The style of the houses in Plaka, μονοκατοικίες, as 
opposed to πολυκατοικίες, of the rest of Athens. 1Mark. For the 
second detail of this answer, είχε μικρές μουσικές σκηνές, there 
is nothing in the text to compare with the rest of Athens. No marks.

4e correct answer.

4f gives both details: Volume (not loud) and reason no amplification.

4g gives both details: Friendly atmosphere and explains how we 
understand it:  They were all singing together.

4h takes into account the key word μεγαλύτερη and gives both 
details correctly.

4i  takes into account the key word μοναδική and answers correctly 
with the correct reason.

Examiner Comments

Give short answers and to the point.

If you use words from the text be aware that most 
of the time they need to change to a different case 
to suit the answer: i.e. Τι της έκανε τη μεγαλύτερη 
εντύπωση...Η ζεστή φωνή...  not  τη ζεστή 
φωνή... (direct lift from the text)

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of an answer, which is not very successful.

Total marks 4 plus 2 for Language.
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4a apart from misspelling the word τραγούδια the 
subject of the sentence is missing.  No marks

4b it does not answer the question. No marks

4c first detail does not answer the question. Second 
detail gives the size of the place and gains 1 mark. 

4d makes no comparison. No marks

4e wrong answer. No marks

4f gives both details. Uses words from the text but 
they form an original sentence. 2 Marks

4g  mentions the friendship amongst the people 
who frequented the boites but it does not mention 
the way this friendship was manifested i.e. with the 
singing together of these people. 1 mark

4h does not answer the question. No marks

4i wrong answer. No marks

Examiner Comments

Before giving your answer make sure you have 
read the question carefully and  paid special 
attention to the key words/phrases.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
Many answers showed a very high degree of competence, and awareness of style and 
structures that enabled the candidates to achieve top marks.  

Successful candidates were those who: 

•	 Translated the questions with questions not statements (Segments 1,2)

•	 Used correctly the expressions of time (Segments 4,5)

•	 Used the appropriate vocabulary (Segments 6,7,9)

•	 Took into account the past tense of the verb (segment 11)

•	 Used the correct word order (segment 17)

The candidate has produced a high quality piece of translation. Seventeen segments are 
correctly rendered. The language reads well and contains a variety of structures. The 
candidate has demonstrated fluency in terms of vocabulary, grammar and idiom. The 
answer has achieved the highest mark. 17:2=9
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Correct segments 1,2,3,5,7,9,10,11,12,13,14,15,16,17,18

segment 4 Wrong choice of words for the  expression 
of time (Nowadays)
segment 6 to do job applications on line was accepted 

segment 8 sat down was accepted

Total of correct and accepted segments 17.

Examiner Comments
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This is an answer with 12 correct and accepted segments, which gained  6 marks.

Segments:

1,5,7,10, 12,13,14,16,17,18 are correct segments. (10 marks)

2 is rendered as a statement -not a question. No marks

3 Wrong choice of vocabulary. No marks

4 wrong choice of words for expression of time. No marks

6 wrong word request instead of application. No marks

8 accepted.1 mark

9 wrong structure. Missed the possessive pronoun 
(your) but an indefinite article (a) would have made it an 
acceptable rendering of this segment. No marks

11 was accepted. 1 mark

15 wrong choice of vocabulary for social media. No marks

Examiner Comments

Remember: In English, 
unlike Greek, questions and 
statements have a different 
word order.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
The majority of candidates fulfilled the requirements of question 6, by addressing all the 
bullet points and giving completely relevant, convincing and well-developed answers. They 
used accurate, varied and appropriate language. Most candidates gave very successful and 
engaging answers. 

The majority found the topic close to their world of experience. 

Once more, some candidates (very few compared to previous years) used their names. We 
need to emphasise and make sure that anonymity is kept. We assume names are not their 
real names. 

Less successful candidates expanded unnecessarily on one bullet point (mostly Bullet points 
1 or 2) and went over the word limit before covering all four bullet points. That gave them 
maximum 16 marks for content and maximum of 15 marks for the language. 

Some misread the last bullet point and wrote what their friends should do instead of what 
they should NOT do or avoid doing, so they missed valuable marks. 

A small number of candidates, misread Bullet point 3 and answered what they should have 
done. The bullet point was: Εσύ, τι θα έπρεπε να κάνεις, παραπάνω από ό, τι ήδη κάνεις 
not  Εσύ, τι θα έπρεπε να είχες κάνει, παραπάνω από ό,τι έκανες. This mistake did not 
allow them to earn marks from the highest band.

Content: The task is fully grasped; the answer is completely relevant,convincing and well 
developed.

Language: The candidate has achieved excellent communication skills and a high level of 
accuracy.
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The candidate starts with a short introduction. 
Then they develop all four bullet points equally and 
convincingly. They finish with a short conclusion. 
The answer has gained high marks for content.

Language is fluent and varied and so top marks for 
language too.

Content:   25 marks

Language :18 marks

Examiner Comments

Remember to develop all 
bullet points equally. Do not 
exceed word limit.

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of a less successful answer. 

Content: the task is understood but not all points are satisfactorily developed. (16 marks).

 Language:  the candidate has achieved good communication (14 marks).
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There is a short introduction.

Bullet point 1 is successfully developed.

The next two bullet points are fused in one. So 
they are not well or successfully developed.

Bullet point 4 is misunderstood. The candidate 
gives advice about things their friends should do 
not things they should  NOT do. or avoid doing.

There is a short conclusion.  

As the last bullet point is missing the Language 
does not merit top band marks. Also the stress 
and spelling of the words are not highly accurate. 

Examiner Comments

Read the bullet points carefully 
before you start writing your answer.

Examiner Tip
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Paper summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 read the questions carefully and pay special attention to key words or phrases

•	 give short, clear and concrete answers

•	 show evidence of producing your own language even if you use words from the text

•	 adhere to word order in English when it comes to translation

•	 address all bullet points equally in question 6 

•	 keep to the word limit

•	 check spelling to avoid errors in endings, by learning a few rules

•	 remember to put the accents on words which need an accent  and put them on  
the correct syllable.  
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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