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Introduction
The majority of candidates completed the paper successfully. They responded to the
different sections of the paper showing good language skills and familiarity with the
specification. The time of the exam is 2.45 hours, the paper carries 90 marks and all parts
are similar to last year.
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Questions 1–4
Candidates are required to convey their understanding of written Greek through a series of
reading tasks. The questions carry 30 marks for understanding and responding and 5 marks
for the quality of language in short responses (Question 4). Total 35 marks.

Question 5
Candidates are assessed on their ability to transfer meaning from Greek into English.
(9 marks).

Question 6
Candidates are required to write a 220–270 word essay in Greek, as specified in the GCE
Greek specification. In this exam candidates had to write a letter in response to a short
Greek-language stimulus. The question carries 28 marks for content and 18 marks for
language.
There are no options: all questions must be answered.
More able candidates:
•

Gave clear, concise and to the point answers in question 4.

•

Handled vocabulary well, showed a high degree of competence, and awareness of style
and structures, in question 5.

•

Adhered to the word limit and developed equally all four bullet points, in question 6.

This year, candidates were more aware of the word limit and the number who exceeded the
limit was significantly smaller than previous years.
Less able candidates:
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•

Did not pay proper attention to the wording of the questions in question 4, so they could
not give direct and correct answers and did not manipulate the language. This caused
them to lose marks, both for content and for language.

•

Used word for word translation without adhering to the rules/idioms of the English
language in question 5.

•

Over expanded one of the bullet points, in question 6, i.e. bullet point 1 in most cases at
the expense of the other bullet points.

•

Paid no sufficient attention to the wording of bullet 2 and gave answers in the present
tense.

•

Went well above the word limit and lost marks for repetition or irrelevance.

•

Misspelt some high frequency words like feminine noun/adjective endings i.e. είμαι
σίγουρι, -εται/-ετε were used indiscriminately, active verb endings i.e. περιμένο.

•

Used the active participle - οντας wrongly. Occasionally they invented forms like:
κάθοντας, επισκέπτοντας
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Question 3 (i)
Correct answer D

Examiner Comments

Correct answer

Question 3 (ii)
Correct answer A

Examiner Comments

Correct answer

Question 3 (iii)
Correct answer C

Examiner Comments

Correct answer
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Question 3 (iv)
Correct answer F

Examiner Comments

There were some candidates who matched this phrase, wrongly, with D.
Grammatically wrong because the direct object is missing.

Question 3 (v)
Correct answer E

Examiner Comments

Correct answer
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Question 4
Question 4(a): Very well answered by the majority. Few candidates missed one or the other
point – indiscriminately.
Question 4(b): Well answered by the majority. Some candidates missed the fact that the
narrator went to dancing classes out of curiosity and they lost a mark.
Question 4(c): The question was well answered. A small number of candidates did not
mention the popularity of Latin dances and lost one of the two marks.
Question 4(d): A number of candidates missed the difference between resting and relaxing
and lost one mark. Να ξεκουραστεί και να διώξει το άγχος του. Or they lifted directly from
the text.
Question 4(e): Correctly answered by the majority. A small number of candidates, did not
explain what κοινωνικοποίηση means, i.e να γνωρίσει νέο κόσμο/ να κάνει νέους φίλους and
they lost the mark.
Question 4(f): Specifically asks for an example. A number of candidates missed it or
misunderstood the word όπου and answered “in their free time”.
Question 4(g): More able candidates changed the noun προγραμματισμός to a verb να το
προγραμματίζεις and for εξοπλισμός they gave examples, e. g. ούτε χρειάζεται να έχει ειδικά
ρούχα. The majority of candidates successfully used the nouns in the accusative- the subject
being κάποιος- and gained the 2 marks.
Question 4(h): Well answered. Some candidates lost the mark for straight lifting: “για παιδιά
και ενήλικες» which does not answer the question. There were also some who answered in
a negative way no age is suitable for dancing and missed the mark. Δεν υπάρχει κατάλληλη
ηλικία / καμμία δεν είναι κατάλληλη instead of answering positively : όλες οι ηλικίες είναι
κατάλληλες.
Question 4(i): Well answered by the majority of candidates. Again like the previous
question, there were some who answered in a negative way there is no build suitable for
dancing and missed the mark. Δεν υπάρχει κατάλληλος σωματότυπος instead of answering
positively : όλοι οι σωματότυποι είναι κατάλληλοι.
Question 4(j): Well answered by a good number of candidates. Those who missed the mark
are the ones who ignored the word ελάχιστος- minimum- and answered 2-6 hours per week.
There were some candidates who lost the mark because they did not mention that the
minimum time is 2 hours per week and the answer was too vague.
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The candidate reads the questions carefully and gives good, concise answers. All are to the
point; grammar and structures are very accurate and communication is always effective.
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Examiner Comments

4(a) Gives the two pieces of information and gains 2 marks.
4(b) Gives the two reasons that made him go to the classes:
Information from his fellow athlete and curiosity and gains 2 marks.
4(c) Mentions both the popularity of the Latin dances and the fact
they suited him better and gains 2 marks.
4(d) Lost 1 mark because only one part of the question was
addressed: άγχος not κούραση, which was the second piece of
information needed. Gains 1 mark.
4(e) Gives a good explanation and scores the 1 mark.
4(f) Good answer which gives the necessary example and gains the
1 mark.
4(g) Takes into account that κάποιος is the subject and changes the
nouns into accusative προγραμματισμό/ εξοπλισμό. Gains 2 marks.
4(h) Answers in the nominative since the question asks Ποια είναι
and of course it is an affirmative sentence. Gains 1 mark.
4(i) Again, answers in the nominative plural since the question asks
Ποιοι σωματότυποι and again it is an affirmative sentence. Gains 1
mark.
4(j) The information given is incomplete, 2 hours could be per day/
per month etc. The answer does not score the 1 mark.
Excellent Quality of Language which gains 5 marks.

Examiner Tip

• Give short direct answers.
•E
 ven if you do not use the question in your answer,
imply it. For example in 4(i): Ποιοι σωματότυποι. The
answer has to be Όλοι not για όλους.
• I f you use words from the text be aware that most
of the times- if they are nouns or adjectives you
will need to change them to a different case or to a
different person and maybe a different tense if they
are verbs, according to the question.
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This is an example of a less successful answer.

Examiner Comments

4(a) Gives only one correct piece of
information. 1 mark is lost because the
question asks what does dancing offer us,
so it cannot be calories. (1 mark)
4(b) The second reason: curiosity is not
mentioned. (1 mark)
4(c) The popularity of the Latin dances is not
mentioned (έβλεπε άλλους instead of την
πλειοψηφία/τους περισσότερους). (1 mark)
4(d) Well answered. Gives both pieces of
information. Stress and fatigue. (2 marks)
4(e) Well answered. (1 mark)
4(f) Does not give an example and scores no
marks. (0 marks)
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Examiner Tip

Read the questions carefully. The
answer can come as one word but it
has to address the question.
If you use words from the text, make
sure they are part of an original
sentence.

Question 5
Candidates handled vocabulary well. A good number of answers showed a very high degree
of competence, and awareness of style and structures that enabled them to achieve top
marks.
Less able candidates translated optimism as positive thinking and an optimist as a positive
thinker or they used the adjective optimistic as a noun (the optimistics) and lost marks.
A number of candidates ignored the fact that segments 5 and 7 were questions and
translated them as statements.
More able Candidates were those who:
•

used the correct words for αισιοδοξία/αισιόδοξος in segments 1, 2

•

translated the question with a question not a statement in segment 5

•

formed the comparison correctly in segments 13, 15

•

used a comparative form in segment 17

•

used the correct comparative and the correct word order in segment 18.
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This is an excellent piece of translation: 17 segments are correctly rendered. The language
reads well and contains a variety of structures. The candidate has demonstrated fluency in
terms of vocabulary, grammar and idiom. It has achieved the highest mark.

Examiner Comments

Segment 7 as soon as we grow
up is different to as we get older.
Segment 8 to worry instead of to
lose hope has been accepted as
correct.
Correct segments 17:2 = 9

14
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Examiner Tip

Remember: There is a strict word
order in English.
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This is generally a good translation. 14 segments are correctly rendered. The candidate has
demonstrated a good degree of fluency in terms of vocabulary and grammar.

Examiner Comments

Segment 1 the 3rd singular of the verb to go
is used instead of 3rd plural.
Segments 2–7 are well translated.
Segments 8 is translated wrong, i.e. Though
starting a main clause (instead of However)
and get our hopes down.
Segment 9 each of us instead of those of us.
Segments 10–11 correctly rendered.
Segment 12 the wrong word, i.e. surveys is
used instead of research/studies.
Segments 13–18 are correctly translated.
Total 14: 2 = 7

16
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Examiner Tip

Remember: there is a strict word
order in the English language.

Question 6
The majority of candidates fulfilled the requirements of question 6, by addressing all of the
bullet points and giving wholly relevant, convincing and well developed answers. They used
accurate, varied and appropriate language.
Most candidates gave successful and engaging answers.
The majority found the topic close to their world of experience.
A number of candidates expanded unnecessarily on bullet point 1 and covered the other
three bullet points briefly. Occasionally they ran out of words just before the conclusion and
did not achieve top marks. Some did not talk about past holiday experience in bullet point 2,
or did not give a reason for choosing a particular place as their ideal holiday destination in
bullet point 3.
A smaller number went well above the word limit and lost marks for repetition or
irrelevance.
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This is an excellent essay. The task is fully grasped. The answer is wholly relevant and
well developed. The conclusion statement is slightly abrupt this is why for Content it was
awarded 27 not 28 marks.
As for the Quality of Language, we see excellent communication with a high level of
accuracy and fluency. Top marks for Language 18.
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Examiner Comments

The essay starts with a small introduction.
It goes on to describe the activities one
can enjoy on the island. Bullet point 1.
Then it gives a past personal experience.
Bullet point 2.
The candidate then talks about the
importance of holidays for them. Bullet
point 3.
Finally, the candidate describes their ideal
holiday destination, stating the reason: the
fact that they live in a busy city and need
relaxing holidays. Bullet point 4.
The conclusion part is slightly abrupt, so
the mark for Content is 27 marks out of 28.
The Language is accurate, fluent, varied
and appropriate. 18 marks.
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Examiner Tip

• Read the bullet points carefully.
• Focus on the bullet points when
answering.
• Develop all the bullet points equally.
• Keep in mind the word count so as to
allow for a natural conclusion.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a less successful answer. The
task is understood and there is development of some
of the bullet points but there is no equal development.
Marks for Content 16.
The communication of the language is good but the
level of the accuracy is satisfactory.
Marks for Language 12.
Examiner Comment
This is an example of over expansion of one bullet
point at the expense of the others.
The answer barely touches bullet point 2 (in two
lines).
Bullet point 1 is over developed with some irrelevance,
at the expense of the other three bullets.
Then there is some effort to develop Bullet point 3.
Finally, there are a few words on Bullet point 4 which
do not include the reason why this place would be
ideal. Content 16 marks.
The Language is communicatively good but the
accuracy even on basic grammatical forms is not.
For example feminine plural articles: Η διακοπές /Η
παραλίες or feminine endings: σίγουρι/ οικονομικείς
κρίσις even the occasional verb ending: περιμένο or
adverbs like: δυστυχός/αντιθέτος etc. Language 12
marks

Examiner Tip

• Develop all bullet points
equally. You lose valuable
marks if you use up your
word limit on one or two
bullet points.
• There are some easy to
remember, basic rules about
the spelling of the word
endings. Learn them and
avoid unnecessary spelling
errors.
• The accent is part of the
word’s spelling.
• Do not omit accents
• Do not put the accent on the
wrong syllable.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
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•

read the questions carefully and give clear and direct answers

•

even if you use words from the text they have to be part of your own authentic sentence

•

give an answer in the nominative case if the question is ‘WHO’ (Ποιος/ποιοι)

•

adhere to word order in English when it comes to translation

•

address all bullet points equally in question 6

•

do not exceed the word limit

•

avoid spelling errors in endings, by learning a few rules

•

do not forget to put the accents on words which need an accent.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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