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Introduction
A pleasing proportion of candidates had clearly been well-prepared for this examination. 
Subject knowledge was particularly strong and there was, for the most part, a pleasing 
focus on the wording of the questions. The questions worked well for differentiation and all 
questions appeared to be equally accessible to candidates. Most candidates had been well 
prepared to define and explain key terms. There were a number of outstanding responses 
across all eight questions.

The most popular short questions were the responses on neo-colonialism and the North-
South divide. The most popular long questions were the responses on terrorism and on 
human rights.

The advice from previous series of questions remains valid. As usual, there were a few key 
differentiators between candidates’ responses. The key to success in responding to the 
questions set is to recognise that not one, but in the case of the longer essay response, four 
marks, are being awarded for each script.

Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of the 
available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks available for A02, synopticity and A03. A large 
proportion of candidates score well in A01 because they provide detailed and developed 
knowledge and understanding, with relevant and accurate work but they can fail to attain 
the marks that are available elsewhere. The intellectual skills required to perform at the 
highest level in A02 revolve around the ability to provide analysis, evaluation and parallels or 
connections. This can be a challenge for those candidates who rely primarily on production 
of learnt fact and knowledge. Synopticity, where candidates are expected to provide an 
awareness of competing viewpoints or perspectives, can be a weak area for some. The 
longer questions are designed for debate and discussion of alternative viewpoints. A03 can 
also be an issue for some candidates. There is a need to bring all of the earlier A0 elements 
into a structured and logical response, which provides balance and use of appropriate 
political vocabulary.
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Question 1
The question on neo-colonialism was particularly popular and the majority of candidates 
were able to provide a clear explanation of the term. Explanations as to how neo-
colonialism contributes towards poverty were reasonably strong with many candidates 
holding a focus on the International Financial Institutions and the role of TNCs.

This candidate explains the central concept of neo-colonialism partly through a contrast 
with colonialism. They then move on to a focus on the key themes of the actions of the 
international financial institutions and TNCs.
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The neo-liberal policies of NGOs and global institutions are at the heart  
of this explanation of neo-colonialism. Neo-liberal policies with an emphasis  
on privatisation, trade liberalisation and other elements of structural adjustment  
programmes are discussed, as are the exploitative nature of a number of TNCs.

Examiner Comments



6 GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4D

This candidate covers three wide areas with pleasing examples, all following on from an 
introduction focused on explaining the key term.



7GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4D



8 GCE Government & Politics 6GP04 4D

This candidate begins with an explanation of neo-liberalism which is described as  
an exploitative relationship compared and contrasted with historic colonialism.  
There is a focus on institutions, investment and trade.

Discussion of institutions covers IMF, World Bank and WTO with discussion of SAPs  
and neo-liberal economics. The second area of discussion is neo-colonial investment  
with the debt issues and dependency connected. The final area of discussion is that  
of the unequal trade relationship, with examples provided.

Examiner Comments
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Question 2
This was a fairly popular question and most candidates had no issue in defining and/or 
explaining this key term from the specification which many referenced in other relevant 
essays. North Korea tended to be the central example although, of course, some candidates 
preferred to use the examples of other states, including the United States. Clearly this was 
part of the response from many as to why the concept is controversial. Syria was used as an 
example by many who chose to discuss the differing perspectives held by the US and Russia 
on the Assad regime.

A brief explanation of the central term leads the candidate to three controversies with some 
use of examples.
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This candidate follows the formulae which often brings success of a definition leading to 
identification of a decent number of factors to be discussed.

There is a discussion of the position of North Korea and the idea that  
a rogue state may simply be a state which wishes to remain an autonomous  
state, trying to protect state sovereignty rather than the traditional perspective  
of a rogue state as one which is seemingly more problematic for the  
international community.

Controversy over the use of the term by those who wish to manipulate and  
to claim a higher moral authority in order to damage the legitimacy of states  
like Iran is then followed by the perspective that the term could be applied to  
those states more likely to accuse other states of being rogue states. There is  
reference to the United States and the suggestion that it may be labelled a rogue  
state as a consequence of breaching certain elements of international law.

Examiner Comments
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png

Following the introduction we look at the controversy linked to state  
sovereignty. State sovereignty, based on the Treaty of Westphalia 1648,  
may suggest that states shouldn’t be judged on their domestic policy,  
e.g. the Iran nuclear programme. The idea that the US breaches  
international law is supported by reference to a couple of valid examples  
and there is also discussion about the differences between academics  
as to the application of the term with a perceived western bias.

Examiner Comments

Again, a positive way to start a response with definition/explanation  
and a list of areas to be discussed.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
The most popular question on this paper was well answered by a good number of 
candidates who had a clear understanding of what was meant by the North-South divide. 
Candidates presented a number of reasons as to why the North-South divide may no longer 
be considered relevant with most focusing on the development of certain states and regions 
in the traditional South at a time when economic decline or stagnation appears to have 
affected many members of the traditional North.

Not the best explanation of the Brandt reports (and incorrect dates applied) but the 
response improves significantly with clear arguments explaining why the North-South divide 
may no longer be relevant.
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This response also begins with a reference to the Brandt Reports but there is only a cursory 
explanation. The direction of the essay is made clear by reference to the economic rise 
of the South, increasing structural power of the South and consideration, again, of the 
Wallerstein World Systems Theory.

The rise of the BRIC states is considered, including the impressive Chinese  
economic growth. ‘Within state’ inequalities are discussed as an alternative  
to the traditional clear North-South divide along with the relative decline and  
economic position of some traditional Global North states. The relevance of  
an alternative analysis of global division is discussed (World Systems Theory)  
with the division based on core and periphery states.

Examiner Comments
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The development of China including statistics to show the rapid and  
sustained growth is followed by reference to India and also the so-called  
Asian Tigers. The structural power of certain Global South states is covered  
with reference to their growing influence in the Bretton Woods institutions  
as well as the rise of G20 at the expense of G7 and the growing power of  
traditional Global South states in international conferences in areas such  
as global warming. There is also discussion of the alternative Wallerstein  
World Systems Theory.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
The question on human rights and different meanings of the term in different parts of the 
world was a popular question with most candidates providing a definition of human rights 
before moving on to discussion of three cultural views. The first of these was the universalist 
view presented and supported by elements of the western world. The Communitarian view 
and Asian values were discussed by many candidates, as was an Islamic perspective.

A brief introduction with reference to human rights includes an explanation of the conflict 
between Western values and a perceived Islamic theories perspective. Further divisions are 
then explored.
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There is an interesting discussion of the realist perspective on human rights  
and the idea of non-intervention which suggests that human rights should  
not be universally accepted or imposed. The candidate moves on to a consideration  
of the division between those who support individualism versus those who support  
the importance primarily of the community. The candidate explains the three  
generations of rights and the focus by states on different rights depending on  
needs and perspective.

Examiner Comments
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An enjoyable read which is well-informed and knowledgeable. The introduction covers a 
definition as well as providing some historical perspective of certain milestones such as the 
UDHR.
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The Islamic perspective and the clash with liberal values is provided  
with a good number of examples. A rejection of western values and  
western cultural imperialism is also explored with further examples  
of those states and individuals who prefer sovereignty to universalism.  
Asian values are tackled last with the significance of the community  
perspective over that of rights based on the individual.

Examiner Comments

Some excellent use of examples helps to strengthen this script.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
A considerable number of candidates had prepared the standard description of sustainable 
development as 'development that meets the needs of the present without compromising 
the ability of future generations to meet their own needs'. From this point they moved 
on usually to cover arguments relating to realistic limit to growth. Some argued that 
sustainable development can be seen as a way of restricting economic growth for those 
states and people who would truly benefit from growth, and made clear the view that there 
are potential double standards in developed states, insisting that developing states embrace 
sustainable development. Deep ecologists arguing that sustainable development isn't 
sufficient was also explored by many.

This is an enjoyable response which begins with a clear explanation of the concept of 
sustainable development before moving to three or four controversies which are well 
explained and exampled. 
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The impact of sustainable development on states and the focus of political  
parties, on the whole, within states on growth rather than sustainable  
development is an interesting one. Resistance to the concept from certain  
members of the developing world is followed by a clear explanation of the  
criticism provided by Deep Ecologists who argue that sustainable development  
is insufficient when there is a need for more radical action. Climate change  
scepticism is also discussed with reference to comments from Trump and  
withdrawal from the Paris agreement.

Examiner Comments
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An excellent response which begins with a clear definition of sustainable development albeit 
attributed incorrectly. Three factors are mentioned in the introduction.
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The impact on growth of sustainable development is followed by a use  
of political commentators to suggest that there is opposition and resistance  
in the Global South. The final argument is that sustainable development is  
doomed as a concept by the lack of effective global governance with the point  
made that Bretton Woods institutions tend to support and encourage economic  
growth and development rather than environmental concern.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
The question on the extent to which terrorism is a significant threat to global security was by 
far the most popular long response on this examination paper. Although widely welcomed 
there were a sizeable number of candidates who relied solely on knowledge and examples 
of terror attacks rather than on the analysis required to tackle this question. Candidates 
clearly needed to go beyond explaining how horrific recent attacks in the west had been if 
they were to progress to level 3 marks. There were plenty of examples of better responses.

A reasonable definition leads us to a lengthy, two-sided, evidence-laden argument which 
covers a significant amount of territory. The introduction immediately suggests that 
there are numerous reasons as to why terrorism may be a significant threat, as well as 
highlighting the opposing view.
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A lengthy and detailed introduction provides definition as well as a number of arguments on 
both sides of the debate before we move to the main body of the response which is perhaps 
a little one-sided at times.

Arguments supporting the view include that terrorism creates effective  
fear, particularly when directed at western power through symbolic targets  
such as those attacked on 9/11. Terrorism challenges a western way of life,  
and small numbers of resources can have a huge impact. Globalisation helps  
spread terror tactics and helps recruitment; terrorists seek nuclear weapons  
and overreaction has worsened the situation with human rights abuses such  
as Guantanamo Bay, as well as leading to interventions in Iraq and Afghanistan  
which have further helped recruitment of terror groups.

The counter-argument is based on the relatively small number of deaths  
at the hands of terrorists compared with, for example, accidents, or compared  
with wars and conflict such as the Rwandan genocide. Climate change may be  
a bigger issue and terrorism doesn’t overthrow governments. The media  
exaggerates and terrorists don’t appear anywhere near to gaining  
nuclear weapons.

Examiner Comments

A really well-balanced response helps synopticity marks.

Examiner Tip
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Arguments supporting the view that terrorism is a significant threat  
to global security include that there is often an overreaction from states  
for example France increasing involvement in Syria and consequently  
encouraging, perhaps, further radicalisation. The impact of media  
sensationalism and the argument that the US is perhaps the biggest terror  
group in the world are part of this argument which suggests that terrorism  
could in fact change governments and that terrorists could develop WMD  
or at least the so called dirty bomb.

The counter argument includes that there are more significant issues such  
as climate change and nuclear proliferation and that terrorism is really a  
regional rather than global issue which may affect regional rather than  
global security.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
This was the least popular of the longer responses and a number of candidates arrived with 
preformed responses regarding progress or lack of progress on climate change which only 
partly covered the requirements of this particular question. Better responses considered the 
role of the Tragedy of the Commons as well as considering other barriers to effective global 
action such as climate scepticism, disagreements between Deep/Shallow, Radical/Reformist 
ecologists, divisions between developed and developing states, over responsibility.

Unlike many responses which merely gave evidence that effective action was taking place 
and then evidence that it wasn't, this response considered alternative barriers to effective 
global action.
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There is an explanation of the Garrett Hardin theory which helps to  
explain the problems facing those who wish for effective global action  
over the environment. The candidate also references alternative barriers.

There is a great deal of commentary on the Tragedy of the Commons  
theory and this is followed by the developed versus developing state  
issue with examples taken from disagreements including major conferences  
such as Kyoto and Copenhagen. There is further discussion of the Radical  
ecologist stance and criticism of the more Reformist approach.

Examiner Comments
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There is a great deal of knowledge, fact and statistics in this response, as well as 
consideration of the Tragedy of the Commons and alternative barriers to effective global 
action over the environment.
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The Hardin Tragedy of the Commons theory is explained in some detail  
and examples are used to make clear understanding of the theory. There  
is a strong argument to discredit the Tragedy of the Commons theory utilising  
positive action as a sign that states can effectively cooperate. The Developed  
and Developing world division is explored as is the role of TNCs in this  
well-supported response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
Although less popular than Q6 on the examination paper it was clear that a good number of 
students were well prepared for a question on the extent to which universal human rights 
are adequately protected. There was a pleasing knowledge of humanitarian intervention, 
international law, and of courts and tribunals, among other contributors to human rights 
protection. Candidates were also able to identify continued obstacles to protection including 
state sovereignty, cultural differences and failed interventionism or lack of international 
resolve.

This response begins with a definition of human rights and then moves on to explaining the 
significance of international courts and tribunals, humanitarian intervention and actions of 
NGOs Versus differences over the concept of human rights and the eternal obstacle of state 
sovereignty.
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The candidate develops an argument based on the positive elements of  
Special Tribunals, with Yugoslavia used as an example where even a former  
state leader could be prosecuted, although this is tempered by an explanation  
of the power of the Security Council’s ability to veto action in areas such as Syria.  
Further negative concerns are raised such as cultural differences, African resistance  
to the ICC, and the general impact of state sovereignty. There is a more optimistic  
explanation of the value of NGOs like Amnesty and of media exposure, or the so  
called CNN effect. There is discussion of the positive and negative consequences  
of Humanitarian Intervention and a perceived loss of US credibility as ‘the  
world policeman’.

Examiner Comments
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This is a wide-ranging response which uses numerous examples and commentary from 
political commentators to support a balanced response.
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There is an historic background leading to a discussion of United Nations’ failings  
and examples. Human Rights institutions are referenced, as is the realist perspective.  
A more optimistic view of the United Nations follows, again with examples, and there  
is an explanation as to the strengths and weaknesses of the International Criminal  
Court and of International Law more generally. The success and failings of Special  
Tribunals is discussed as are the negative elements of conflicts in Iraq and Afghanistan,  
and there is room for more general positives and negatives of Humanitarian Intervention.

Examiner Comments
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Paper summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Short responses tend to be stronger where they provide a brief definition or overview of 
the main theme or Key Term.

•	 In order to gain a higher level, short responses will typically require at least three points 
to be made in relation to the question with explanation and examples.

•	 Longer responses will require, at the higher level, a debate or explanation of more than 
one side of the debate.

•	 Use of political commentators and evidence in support of points made will tend to 
strengthen a response.

•	 It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of, and focused on, the Further 
Guidance for Route D document. This was prepared by the previous Principal Examiner 
and can be found on the Edexcel website. This document provides additional content 
explanation and advice to support the initial specification document. There are 
numerous other valuable resources including past papers and mark schemes. It is also 
pleasing to note that teachers and students are making good use of recently developed 
resources as well as researching to provide contemporary examples to support 
responses.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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