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Introduction

A pleasing proportion of candidates had clearly been well-prepared for this examination.
Subject knowledge was particularly strong and there was, for the most part, a pleasing
focus on the wording of the questions. The questions worked well for differentiation and
all questions appeared to be equally accessible to candidates. There were a number of
outstanding responses across all eight questions.

The most popular short questions were the responses on hard and soft power, followed by
the question on the key features of the realist approach to global politics. The most popular
long response was the question on the decline of US hegemony followed by the question

on global institutions. The least popular short response was the question on regional
cooperation and integration and the least popular long question was the one on the EU.
Questions on regionalism and the EU do tend to be the least popular questions even though
some students can produce outstanding responses on questions relating to these areas.

The advice from previous series of questions remains valid. As usual, there were a few key
differentiators between candidates’ responses. The key to success in responding to the
longer questions set is to recognize that not one but four marks are being awarded for each
script.

Whilst Assessment Objective 1 (A01) knowledge may help a candidate to achieve 12 of the
available 45 marks, there are still 33 marks available for A02, synopticity and A03. A large
proportion of candidates score well in AO1 because they provide detailed and developed
knowledge and understanding, with relevant and accurate work but they can fail to attain
the marks that are available elsewhere. The intellectual skills required to perform at the
highest level in AO2 revolve around the ability to provide analysis, evaluation and parallels or
connections. This can be a challenge for those candidates who rely primarily on production
of learnt fact and knowledge. Synopticity, where candidates are expected to provide an
awareness of competing viewpoints or perspectives, can be a weak area for some. The
longer questions are designed for debate and discussion of alternative viewpoints. AO3 can
also be an issue for some candidates. There is a need to bring all of the earlier AO elements
into a structured and logical response, which provides balance and use of appropriate
political vocabulary.
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Question 1

Although this was a particularly popular question, it wasn't always tackled effectively.

There were a significant number of candidates who were able to explain both terms and to
provide excellent examples to illustrate the differences between hard and soft power. Some
candidates appeared to have a weaker understanding of soft power and believed that hard
power was military whilst soft power was economic. Other candidates spent a significant
amount of time explaining the idea of smart power rather than making clear the difference
between hard and soft.

An example laden response that makes clear the difference between the two types of
power

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box [ indicating the first question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross X.

Chosen question number:  Question 1 [ Question2 (3 Question3 [l
Question 4 3 Question 5 [
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ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The response immediately attempts to define both terms and then provides numerous
examples of the use of hard power, particularly military power including the US in Irag, NATO

in Kosovo and the threat of hard power against N Korea by Trump. Economic sanctions are
also explained.

Soft power is explained in terms of peaceful diplomacy and cultural globalisation with a
remarkable observation on the translation of the film ‘Frozen’.

The response concludes with an attempt to specifically identify differences such as that soft
power is replacing hard power.

A

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

Stronger short responses tend to get straight to the heart of the question as this does.
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This is a strong script which makes clear the difference between hard and soft power. There
is a real focus on the requirement of the question.

1

Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the third question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question 1 X Question 2 [ Question3 (3
Question 4 [l Question 5 £1
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Hard power is explained in terms of military sticks and economic carrots with the examples
of Russian military action in Crimea and the subsequent economic sanctions imposed on
Russia by the West.

Soft power is also explained with examples and then there is an attempt to make clear
particular differences between the two types of power including which is more effective in
the short and long term.

Once more, examples make explanation clearer.
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Question 2

Most students were prepared for a question on the decline of state significance in global
politics and the strongest students were able to explain what is meant by the term 'nation
state' and to explain exactly why certain developments have weakened nation state
significance.

This response follows the standard formulae of trying to define/explain the central term
and then providing a number of explained and exampled elements that may explain the
declining significance.

oWt why W) 0w cuned th Hgug ?

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box & indicating the second question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question 1 [ Question 2 T{ Question 3 (3
Question 4 [ Question 5 [
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ResultsPlus
Examiner Comments

After an attempt at explanation/definition, the candidate explains the impact of globalisation, non-
state actors and then global governance.

Examiner Tip

Definition/explanation of the central term usually helps to provide a
starting point in dealing with any question.

This is a further example of a script where the candidate began with a definition/explanation
of the key term before moving to three reasons why they believe we have seen a decline in
significance.

Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the third question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question 1 £l Question 2 ¥ Question3 {3
Question 4 [ Question 5 [
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Examiner Comments

The three factors identified in this script are globalisation, leading to the development of a 'flat
world', humanitarian intervention and an increase in international organisations.
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Question 3

This was marginally the least popular of the short responses on the examination paper.
Despite not being popular, there were some excellent responses and most candidates
appeared able to identify a range of reasons for regional cooperation and integration.
The economic benefits of regionalism and integration were the most discussed factor but
many candidates also discussed security regionalism and even regional cooperation and
integration as a protector of culture and identity or values.

This candidate provides an immediate response with identification of three central factors.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the second question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question 1 [ Question 2 3 Question 3 &

Question 4 [ Question 5 [
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The candidate has an initial focus on economic factors and uses the EU as an example
with reference to the growth and success of the EU single market. The candidate moves
to security factors, with NATO used as the primary example. The final area covered by
this candidate is political factors with both the EU and Arab League used as examples.

Examiner Tip

This candidate begins by identifying three factors and their answer
to the question is set out clearly for development.

This is a particularly well exampled response with pleasing levels of regional body
knowledge.

Indicate your third question choice on this page.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the third question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question 1 (] Question 2 £3 Question3 X
Question4 [ Question 5 [
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Examiner Comments

A less direct introduction than the previous example script with some general observations
about the benefit of regional cooperation and integration. There are a wide range of examples
used to support the idea that regionalism takes place as part of a desire for security. The
candidate moves to discussion of globalisation and the free market advantages that come about
through agreements such as the 19856 Single European Act. The response concludes with the

idea that regionalism can be an attempt to combat the influence of regional great powers as may
be the example with ASEAN.
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Question 4

This question was perhaps surprisingly not as popular as might be expected. This is likely
to be a consequence of the attractiveness of the other questions rather than any other
factor. Those candidates who attempted this question, on the whole performed well with
no real difficulty in identifying criticism of NATO. Some candidates provided a real depth in
explanation and example of criticism.

This is an example of a decent response where a candidate identifies a range of criticism
after a brief background to the organisation.

Iindicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the second question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question 1 (1 Question 2 [ Question 3 (]
Question 4 & " Question 5 [
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Examiner Comments

........ Conkd_ Q1 ?uaashrmqfwzl }fmwkm

The candidate discusses the original foundation of NATO and the turning
point of the collapse of communism before hinting at the range of
criticisms they will explore later. They begin with an explanation of the
relationship between NATO and Russia and the tensions caused by the
growth of NATO to include a number of E European states including
former Warsaw Pact members. The impact of NATO on the likelihood

of an EU force is then explored before general discussion about
contributions to NATO including controversy over the target of 2% GDP.
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This candidate manages to provide a very brief introduction and then explores four factors
as criticisms of NATO.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the second question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen guestion number: Question 1 (3 Question 2 [ Question 3 [
Question 4 B Question 5 [
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The criticisms identified and explored by this candidate include the idea that
NATO is US dominated. They move to discussion of the original objectives of
NATO as set out by Lord Ismay and then explain that the organisation created
in a bipolar Cold War situation is now outdated. Further factors identified and

explained are tensions with Russia and a perception that NATO may undermine
the authority of the United Nations.

OO ResultsPlus

Examiner Tip

The more factors identified the better but do ensure that there is time to
explain identified factors.
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Question 5

The question on key features of the realist approach to global politics brought a wide range
of responses in terms of quality. Better candidates were able to explain numerous features
supported by reference to realist thinkers such as Hobbes and Machiavelli. Examples were

often used to support theory.

This response covers a wide area of realist themes from the significance of human nature to
the idea of the Security Dilemma.

Indicate your first question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your second question choice on page 6.

Put a cross in the box ¥ indicating the first question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross &.

Chosen guestion number: Question 1 Question 2 £ Question3 £
Question 4 £J Question 5 &
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Examiner Comments

The candidate leaps from feature to feature but does cover a very wide range
and does reference contributors to realist theory including Hobbes and
Machiavelli. Human nature, state sovereignty and the Billiard Ball Model are

discussed as is the nature of alliances with example, the anarchical system and
inevitability of war.

A

OO ResultsP

Examiner Tip

us

It always helps to include relevant theories and contributors.

This candidate covers similar territory to the other sample and includes explanation of sub
elements of realism including neo-realism including both offensive and defensive realism.

Indicate your second question choice on this page.
You will be asked to indicate your third question choice on page 9.

Put a cross in the box X indicating the second question that you have chosen. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross [&.

Chosen question number: Question 1 [ Question 2 (1 Question 3 [

Question 4 [ Question 5 ®
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The candidate covers the realist view on war and conflict and the
general pessimistic nature of realism. Self help and the significance of
state sovereignty are discussed as well as the balance of power concept.
There is use of key contributors to realist thought including Machiavelli
and Waltz as well as an explanation of neo-realism to include both
offensive and defensive realism.
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Question 6

This was by far the most popular of the long questions on this examination paper and
provided a wide range in quality of responses. Stronger responses were able to explain the
idea of hegemony and the processes and changes which have led to some suggesting that
US hegemony is in decline. Structural, economic and military power was discussed as was
cultural power. A number of candidates focussed on the growth of China economically and
in other respects with little discussion of the US or other challenges to US hegemony.

This is an example of a decent response which just made a L3. Far from perfect, there are
numerous strengths to the response with a significant amount of ground covered in 45
minutes.

r )

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [X. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number: Question6 X Question 7 [ Question8 [
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ﬂExammer Comments

There is an attempt at an explanation of the key term which is not perfect by any
means as well as an attempt at historic background to explain how and why the US
may have been considered a hegemon.

Economic power is discussed with dollar significance and the impact of economic
power on high technology including research and development. The rise of China
and India and the failings of the US system during the 2007 global economic crisis are
explored as a counter.

Military strength is explained along with a counter argument based on the rise of
China and Russia including inability of the US to stop Russian seizure of Crimea.
Cultural soft power is discussed at length including so called 'Americanisation’ with
the counter argument based on the US absorbing other cultures and the growing
impact of China.

Unfortunately structural power discussion is quite limited but the candidate has still
covered a significant amount of territory in the time allowed.
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This script takes a different approach to the first example with a less structured approach to
consideration of the criteria of power and strength. It covers a wide area of discussion with
some very interesting and enjoyable commentary.

! .\‘}L , , . i ra " " o LI
Indicate which quostlor: you are answering by marking a cross in the box I, If you change your
, mind, put a line through the box # and then indicate your new question with a cross .

Chosen question number: Question6 B ' Question7 £ Questifonﬂ X!
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Examiner Comments

This candidate begins with some historic background before moving to a main body of
commentary which includes use of political commentators and theory. Economic strength
of the US is compared with that of China and the growing influence of China in areas such
as Africa. Chinese military and technological development is also discussed. The candidate
continues with an evaluation of other states influence, particularly Russia with reference to

action in Georgia and Crimea. There is room for brief reference to the growing influence of
states such as India, Brazil and Nigeria.
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Question 7

This candidate identifies the central institutions of the United Nations, International
Monetary Fund, World Bank and World Trade Organisation although their focus is primarily
on that of the United Nations.

r

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box . If you change your
mind, put a line through the box & and then indicate your new question with a cross &.

Chosen question number:  Question 6 [ Question7 B Question 8
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Examiner Comments

<%Zl?esultsﬁlus

The introduction sets the scene quite well as it explains the concept of the
New World Order and of Institutional Liberalism. The candidate then identifies
the United Nations and the Bretton Woods Institutions as areas worthy of
analysis when deciding whether or not the major global institutions provide
peace and stability.

The focus is on the United Nations with a detailed analysis of strengths and
weaknesses including actions and inaction. There are numerous examples to
support the argument.
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Question 8

This was the least popular of the longer questions with most candidates drawn elsewhere.
This section of the specification is usually the least popular section even though students
can and did do well here just as they did with the short question from the same section

of the specification. Some candidates discussed unity and disunity without discussing
effectiveness whilst some discussed effectiveness without discussing unity/disunity.
Stronger responses managed to blend the two together.

This response begins with the realist and liberal perspective on the likelihood of effective
unity in the EU. It continues to cover a number of areas of unity and disunity linked to
effectiveness or lack of effectiveness.

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #§ and then indicate your new question with a cross X.

Chosen question number; Question 6 [ Question 7 3 Question8 &
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Following the reference to the realist and liberal perspectives, there is discussion of the

lack of a common foreign policy although there is a suggestion that steps are being taken
towards development in this area as evidenced by the influence of the EU in negotiations
with Iran regarding its nuclear weapons programme. There is also discussion of the
economic position including divisions between Greece and Germany as well as the broader
signs of unity seen in the single currency and single central bank.

The level of intergovernmentalism and supranationalism in the EU is well worth investigating
as are the mechanics of decision making in the EU institutions and the effectiveness of the
EU based on the mechanics of decision making. There is an interesting and quite convincing
conclusion.

This script has a very ambitious introduction covering a wide number of issues for further
development as the essay continues. These range from the inevitable reference to Brexit
as well as the EU position, or lack of, over Syria, climate change and even a reference to the
value of the subsidiarity principle..

———

Indicate which question you are answering by marking a cross in the box [&. If you change your
mind, put a line through the box #& and then indicate your new question with a cross [X.

Chosen question number:  Question 6 [ Question 7 [ Question 8
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Examiner Comments

Part of the value of this response is the wide number of areas covered. There is discussion
on the divisions caused by differing perspectives on immigration among member states.

The impact of the ECJ is also discussed along with the attempts to resolve concerns through
development of the subsidiarity principle. Whether the EU can ever develop an effective
foreign and security policy comparable with that of the US or Russia is debated with
reference to Syria and further differences over immigration.

The response certainly covers both sides of the debate including suggestions that the actions
of Donald Trump re free trade and NAFTA spell the death of an effective EU contrasted

with EU strength and action over the wide area and issue of climate change. The impact of
continued EU growth is also discussed.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice-

Short responses tend to be stronger where they provide a brief definition or overview of
the main theme or Key Term.

In order to gain a higher level and score, short responses will typically require at least
three points to be made in relation to the question with explanation and examples.

Longer responses will require, at the higher level, a debate or explanation of more than
one side of the debate.

Use of political commentators and evidence in support of points made will tend to
strengthen a response.

It is evident that most, if not all, teachers are aware of, and focussed on, the Further
Guidance for Route D document. This was prepared by the previous Principal Examiner
and can be found on the Edexcel website. This document provides additional content
explanation and advice to support the initial specification document. There are
numerous other valuable resources including past papers and mark schemes. It is also
pleasing to note that teachers and students are making good use of recently developed
resources as well as researching to provide contemporary examples to support
responses.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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