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Introduction
The overall standard of responses in Unit 3B was broadly in line with that of previous 
years. There were few examples of candidates misunderstanding or misinterpreting 
questions, although in some cases candidates did not make explicit their understanding 
of the key concepts within a question by providing a concise definition. A small minority of 
candidates opted to answer only two questions from section A, and this should be strongly 
discouraged. An important discriminator was the extent to which candidates focused on the 
specific question set and as a general rule candidates who did this performed better. Some 
good advice to candidates preparing for exams is to spend time in the exam thinking about 
the questions they intend to answer, identifying the key words or terms and, for essays, 
planning their answer before starting to answer the question.
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Question 1
This was a fairly popular question and generally well answered, with nearly all candidates 
referring to Disraeli. Stronger responses gave a range of points, with explanation and 
development, explaining the ‘why'; they also addressed the ‘how’ part of the question. A very 
small minority of responses spent time discussing conservatives who do not support One 
Nation principles, but this was not asked for in the question. 
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This response covers both the 'why' 
and the 'how' parts of the question. It 
has a clear focus on the question and 
is clear and accurate throughout. This 
is an example of a strong level three 
response.

Examiner Comments

For 'how' and 'why' questions it 
is very important to address both 
parts in your answer. This is often a 
discriminator between levels in the 
mark scheme.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
This was one of the most popular questions in this section and was generally answered well. 
In some cases candidates focused more on the liberal attitudes towards the state rather 
than democracy and in a few cases candidates provided reasons why liberals do not support 
democracy, which was not required for this question.
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This answer covers a wide range of 
grounds, with explanation of each, and 
has a very clear focus on the question 
throughout. This response achieved a 
high level three mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3
This was a less popular question in this section. The vast majority of responses referred to 
Stirner and made the link between egoism and individualist anarchism. Stronger responses 
explained this in more detail. A few weaker responses either gave a general narrative on the 
different forms of anarchism, or tried to link egoism to collectivist anarchism.
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This response makes a clear link 
between anarchism and egoism and 
relates this to the sovereignty of the 
individual. This response achieved a 
level three mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4
This was one of the less popular questions in this section. Responses tended to focus on 
either the ‘how’ or the ‘why’ in detail, at the expense of the other part of the question. A key 
discriminator was the extent to which candidates addressed both the ‘how’ and ‘why’.
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This response focuses more on the 
‘why’ than the ‘how’, but does have 
something on both parts of the 
question. This is an example of a level 
three response. 

Examiner Comments

It is important that candidates address 
both parts of a ‘how’ and ‘why’ question 
in order to achieve a higher mark.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
This was a popular question in this section and generally answered well. The vast majority of 
responses provided at least two ways in which conservatives believe in human imperfection, 
with many providing three ways. A key discriminator was the extent of the development of 
the points made. A small minority of candidates could only identify one way, and this was 
usually some aspect of moral imperfection.
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This is a comprehensive answer. It 
identifies and explains three distinct ar-
eas of human imperfection and is clear 
and accurate throughout. This is an 
example of a high level three response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 6
This was a less popular essay question. Stronger responses generally contrasted anarchist 
optimism with conservative and, to some extent, liberal pessimism. Weaker answers 
sometimes provided a description of the different anarchist traditions with relatively little 
focus on the specific question.
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This is a wide-ranging and 
analytical answer with a consistent 
focus on the question. This is an 
example of a high level three response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
This was a popular question and generally answered well. Stronger responses provided 
some balance and addressed the 'to what extent' part of the question, before reaching a 
conclusion.
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This is a comprehensive answer which 
addresses the 'to what extent' through-
out. The arguments throughout the 
essay lead to a final conclusion. This is 
an example of a level three response.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8
This was a reasonably popular question in this section. Stronger responses addressed 
areas of unity as well as division and avoided an overly descriptive summary of the different 
socialist traditions. Some less strong responses were muddled in parts and did not draw out 
clearly the areas of unity and division.
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This answer is not that wide-ranging 
but it does address both unity and 
divisions and illustrates these with 
relevant examples. This is an example 
of a level three response.

Examiner Comments
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

•	 Time themselves carefully on each question, so as to avoid having to rush any answers 
to ensure that they answer all the questions required

•	 Ensure that answers remain focused on the specific question that has been asked

•	 Avoid lengthy introductions when answering section A questions

•	 Provide balance when required, but only when required

•	 Provide short definitions of key concepts used in questions, in order to demonstrate 
accurate understanding
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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