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Introduction

Overall, performance in this small cohort was of a very high standard. Candidates were
well-prepared for both the translation and the literature sections of the paper.

It is not possible in this report to exemplify the whole range of performance for each
question. However, the principles are the same for each question. Scripts have been selected
for different questions to demonstrate different performances. It is worth examining the
scripts and examiner comments across the questions.

3b demonstrates performance that is consistently good but not quite excellent.
5a demonstrates consistently mid-range performance.
16a shows a more uneven profile, with quite good critical analysis and language with
excellent aspects.
22a is an example of the best we can expect from a 17/18-year-old in exam conditions.
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Question 1

The translation was well done, and the full range of marks was accessed.

Meaning

Most candidates were able to communicate the meaning of the original passage, even where
there were errors. The most able candidates demonstrated an impressive grasp of written
German. This was true both for candidates who had clearly had significant exposure to the
(spoken) German language outside of the classroom and for candidates whose language
indicated predominantly classroom learning. A significant minority of candidates, however,
used colloquial phrasing or phonetic spelling, which was undesirable in a test of written
language.

Verbs

A significant proportion of candidates demonstrated sound understanding of verb and tense
formation, which was pleasing. Further down the range, present and imperfect tenses were
in place, although even amongst otherwise strong candidates there was inconsistency of
“sagt” and “sagte”, but pluperfect and conditional/subjunctive were less secure.

At the lower end of the range verbs were occasionally correct but often incorrect, either in
tense formation or agreement (or occasionally both). In section 2, “warst” caused difficulties,
both with less-able candidates who tended to write “war” and with candidates who had
heard significant amounts of spoken German, who tended to write “wars”.

In Section 6, most candidates were able to write either “wurde wiedervereinigt” or “war
wiedervereinigt”. Both were acceptable. The if-clause in Sections 11 and 12 was difficult for
many candidates. Some candidates used the Konjunktiv in Section 12 but not in Section 11.
Others used the correct mood and tense but did not use the correct agreement.

Word order

The majority of candidates were able to use German word order predominantly correctly.
Word order in the if-clause was an additional issue, with candidates writing “vielleicht”
between the verbs. Lower down the range there was evidence of English word order or
subordinate clause word order in main clauses, and, occasionally, random word order, but on
the whole, this was well done.

Lexis

Most lexis was known and where it was not, candidates were often able to find a suitable
synonym or close phrasing. This was acceptable. At the lower end of the range, candidates
tended to write “was war es wie” or even “was war es mag” in Section 1, but more than half
were able to translate correctly.
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In Section 2, most candidates were able to find a correct word for Grandad, and most got the
right form of 'when'. Most candidates knew “wiedervereinigt” or “wiedervereint” in Section 6.
Some used the noun, “Wiedervereinigung” instead of the verb, and there were a few instances
of “wiedervereinheitet” or similar attempts, which were good attempts but not wholly
successful. Very few candidates were unable even to attempt this item of lexis.

'Federal states' in Section 8 was known by many candidates. Examiners accepted
“Bundesländern” as well as “Bundesländer” on the basis that candidates would be most
familiar with the plural of Land from the Paper 3 phrase, “in deutschsprachigen Ländern”.
Some candidates offered variant of “Bundesstaaten” which changed the meaning. Many
candidates were able to find a suitable translation for 'recognised, although it caused some
difficulties. Examiners accepted a range of options including “gewusst”.

In Section 16, both 'true' and 'thoughtfully' required thought. In both cases, a range of good
attempts was accepted. In Section 17, 'wage' was well known, but the plural was not.
Examiners credited any attempt to form the plural with one of the German plural patterns. In
section 18, 'area' posed some issues, but most candidates were able to find a word that
expressed a geographical place, including “Ort”, “Region”, “Bereich” and even “Gemeinde”,
which were accepted. “Niedrig” was usually known. In Section 19, a minority of candidates
realised that they needed a different verb from Section 18.
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Question 2 (a)

There were very few responses.

Almost all candidates responded to Q02(a). Almost all had at least some relevant knowledge
of the work and some had thorough knowledge, which they used to analyse and address the
question.

The key differentiator was whether candidates wrote what they knew about Andri’s
development and identity, or whether they used what they knew to analyse the portrayal of
Andri’s identity crisis.
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Question 3 (b)

A significant proportion of the cohort responded, overwhelmingly to Q03(b).

Almost all had at least some relevant knowledge of the work and some had thorough
knowledge, which they used to analyse and address the question.

The key differentiator was whether candidates wrote what they knew about Claire, perhaps
with a focus on evil or justice, or whether they used what they knew to consider whether
Claire was a monster or perhaps just a damaged human – did she still have humanity? There
were some very thoughtful responses, which included comments on how Claire’s early life
challenges had formed her, and her response was all too human – but perhaps so extreme
that she was, nevertheless, a monster.

Candidates mentioned Claire’s physical form, and a very few questioned the idea that
prosthetic limbs were a sign of monstrosity, whilst acknowledging that Dürrenmatt certainly
intended them as a symbol of Claire’s lack of humanity.

Lower down the range, candidates were usually able to identify appropriate evidence, but
tended to focus on whether Claire was evil. A significant proportion of candidates attempted
to argue against the idea that Claire was a monster by arguing that the Güllener or Ill were
monsters, which was less effective because it is entirely possible that they were all
monstrous – Ill being a monster does not make Claire less monstrous.

At the bottom of the range, candidates predominantly told the story, occasionally making
reference to the question, without logical link.

This is a good example of a candidate who is adapting what they know to address the
question, with some success and some lapses.
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The response is predominantly relevant, with some critical analysis
that looks up to the top band, especially in the section considering why
Claire might not be a monster.

However, the first section about Claire and her jewellery and the
attempt to show that it is the Güllener who are monsters, are less
successful.

Here there are some parts which look towards the lower levels and
mean that the excellent paragraphs are not sufficient to place the
response in the top level. It is marked towards the top of the second
band.

There is good variety of structure and lexis, with plenty of technical
language. However, structures are not always successful and there is a
simplicity even to the more complex structures, so it remains in the
second band.

Accuracy varies, with some very accurate sections and some with
errors that hinder communication, but, on balance, it is awarded a
mark in the second band.

Overall, this is a strong response.

AL: 7 marks

CA: 16 marks

GS: 16 marks

Total: 39 marks

Planning with focus on what is relevant could help the candidate focus
on the stronger aspects of the response.
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Question 5 (a)

A significant proportion of the cohort responded to this work, overwhelmingly to Q05(a).

Almost all had at least some relevant knowledge of the work and some had thorough
knowledge, which they used to analyse and address the question. The key differentiator was
whether candidates wrote what they knew about Michael, or whether they evaluated the
extent to which he developed during the course of the work.

Strong candidates gave some thought to what counted as development, often through their
examples and commentary. Most candidates were able to say that Michael was never fully
able to move beyond Hanna and the effects of the relationship on him. They often quoted his
inability to sustain a relationship.

Some candidates considered that Michael did develop in terms of being able to write about
Hanna – not only had he begun to process the trauma, but he became a writer instead of
only a “Vorleser”. Stronger candidates linked Michael’s development effectively to the
“Vergangenheitsbewältigung” theme. Many candidates wrote about the changes in Michael’s
relationship to Hanna, without effectively showing how Michael was developing. Some
discussed changes to the power relationship between the two, arguing that Michael gained
more control.

This is an example of a mid-range candidate who is showing the beginnings of critical
analysis, beginning to use complexity and has sufficient accuracy to be comprehensible.
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The candidate has made some efforts to organise the response.

The introduction gives direction. The response offers many relevant
points and has shown some knowledge of the text, with some
evidence. However, there needs to be much more development and
justification of the points.

There is a new idea in the conclusion, which is undesirable. There is a
focus on whether Michael has changed or improved, and there needs
to be more thought about what development is – is all change
development? This response directs it towards the top of the middle
band for Critical Analysis.

There is some good lexis but also some repetition. Word order is often
wrong, so most structures are not successful, although some complex
structures are attempted. But, like the content, the language needs to
be more developed. For range and structure, this response is towards
the top of the middle band.

There are errors, some of which hinder communication, so the mark is
in the middle band.

AL: 6 marks

CA: 11 marks

GS: 12 marks

Total: 29 marks

This candidate could benefit from taking two or three of the points and
developing them in more depth – using PEE – point, evidence,
evaluation would help.
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Question 8 (a)

There were few responses to questions on this work.

They were split between both parts of the question. Almost all had at least some relevant
knowledge of the work and some had thorough knowledge, which they used to analyse and
address the question. The key differentiator was whether candidates wrote what they knew,
or whether they addressed the question.

Candidates who addressed part (a) were able to talk about the status of women, the growing
importance of capitalism and its effects on workers, the importance of the family at the time,
often with reference to the “Brief an den Vater”, and, occasionally, the significance of being
German-speaking and Jewish in early 1900s Prague. At times there were misconceptions, but
there was a number of strong responses.
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Question 8 (b)

There were few responses to questions on this work. They were split between both parts of
the question.

Almost all had at least some relevant knowledge of the work and some had thorough
knowledge, which they used to analyse and address the question.

The key differentiator was whether candidates wrote what they knew, or whether they
addressed the question.

Candidates who addressed part (b) usually located Kafka’s version of the meaning of life in
work or family. Stronger candidates recognised that the work shows these as important in
Gregor’s life, but not giving it much meaning.
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Question 10 (a)

There were very few responses to questions on this work. Most of this small number of
responses were to part (a).

Almost all had at least some relevant knowledge of the work and some had thorough
knowledge, which they used to analyse and address the question. The key differentiator was
whether candidates wrote what they knew about Sabine leaving Leipzig or whether they used
what they knew to analyse and address the question.

Candidates tended to reference Sabine’s unhappiness and lack of freedom in Leipzig, her
unhappiness and aimlessness in Hamburg alongside the way she is treated as a foreigner
rather than a German, various aspects of family life, friendships and her trip to Greece
(although few noted that she would have been able to travel to Greece from Leipzig by this
point).

Stronger candidates discussed the positives and negatives of her decision before coming to a
view on whether leaving was the right decision. Some candidates argued that her decision
was right in some respects and wrong in others.

Further down the range, candidates asserted that one reason or another meant that Sabine’s
decision was right or wrong. The weaker responses focussed on why and how Sabine had left
Leipzig or simply told the story. There was perhaps a tendency to overvalue the freedom
available in the West without interrogating it – did Sabine, in fact, have more freedom in
Hamburg?
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Question 16 (a)

A significant proportion of the cohort addressed this work, overwhelmingly Q16(a).

Almost all had at least some relevant knowledge of the work and some had thorough
knowledge, which they used to analyse and address the question. The key differentiator was
whether candidates wrote what they knew, usually about Wiesler’s change (which is relevant,
but this relevance often needed to be made much clearer), or whether they adapted what
they knew to address the question concerning the relative importance of art and politics in
the film.

Most candidates regarded art as more important than politics. Many candidates considered
that art outlasted the political system of the GDR. Stronger responses justified their views
with reasons, often along the lines that art was shown as capable of making changes, or art
being a tool of resistance, or art being creative, whereas in this film, politics was repressive.

Stronger candidates gave full accounts of the importance of the political background,
whereas candidates lower down the range focussed more on the role of art.

Candidates used Jerska’s death and its consequences, the effect of Brecht and the Sonata on
Wiesler, and the importance of acting to Christa-Maria Sieland, to discuss the role of art in
the work. They used the repressive system and oppressive surveillance to demonstrate the
power of politics over artists.

They showed the importance of the background context in creating the pressured situations,
along with Wiesler’s initial commitment to the regime, Hempf’s abuse of his power in
coercing Sieland into sexual encounters, and the deaths of Jerska and Sieland. They
demonstrated that, in some instances, the power of politics was too great for the artists and
their art. Dreymann’s article about suicide in the GDR was generally treated unquestioningly
as art, although it might better be characterised as journalism.

Weaker responses tended to describe scenes and say that they showed the importance of
either art or politics, or to describe various characters’ relationship with art or politics.

This is an example of an essay that has many strengths but a few weaknesses, which could
be addressed to improve it.

Planning could help the candidate to focus on which evidence can help to answer the
question most effectively.

The candidate could think usefully about what the critical point is and support it with
evidence, rather than starting with the evidence, in order to avoid narrative.
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The response addresses the question directly in the introduction and
sets out how the candidate proposes to answer the question, giving
direction and focus, which is positive.

The overall idea of art as a form of resistance against a brutal regime is
powerful, but could be better developed.

The first point about making Wiesler more sensitive to art and
changing him, is generally well done with some solid critical analysis,
although perhaps there is a tendency to narrate and then analyse,
rather than taking a fully critical approach.

The point about art developing the tension has some merit but is less
convincing. It does not take into consideration the role of the political
system in creating the necessity for the art-related parts of the plot, or
the role of Wiesler in the attic creating the tension.

The final points about the relationships between characters are
somewhat relevant but need more development and analysis, with
reference to the question.

Overall, this response is placed in the middle of the second band. It is
generally relevant, contains some reasonable critical analysis and
argument with some convincing interpretation, but also some less
focussed and convincing elements.

There is consistent variety of lexis and structure with some impressive
language, including essay and technical language. This is in the middle
of the top band.

Accuracy is generally good, although there is a number of errors, which
are beginning to hinder communication somewhat, at times. This is in
the second band.

Overall, this is a strong essay.

AL: 7 marks

CA: 15 marks

GS: 18 marks

Total: 40 marks
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Question 17 (a)

There were very few responses to this work. Those who did respond predominantly
addressed part (a).

Almost all candidates had at least some relevant knowledge of the work and some had
thorough knowledge, which they used to analyse and address the question. The key
differentiator was whether candidates wrote what they knew or used what they knew about
the film to come to a judgement about whether the film was predominantly a family drama
or an historical film.

Most judged that it was both to some extent, but gave reasons why it was more one than the
other. Candidates were able to refer to the family relationships in the Lubanski family and
between Paul and Annette Ackermann, and in particular to the drama and tension caused by
the return of Richard Lubanski from Russia where he had been a prisoner-of-war for a long
time after the war had ended.

On the other hand, they were able to discuss the historical importance of the post-war
setting and the return of prisoners-of-war, as well as the evidence of the beginnings of the
economic miracle and the significance of the football world championships.
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Question 21 (a)

Very few candidates responded to this work. Those who did predominantly responded to
part (b).

Almost all had at least some relevant knowledge of the work and some had thorough
knowledge, which they used to analyse and address the question. The key differentiator was
whether candidates wrote what they knew or directly addressed the question. Some
candidates responded relating to the specific symbol of the wave, rather than to water
symbolism in general.
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Question 22 (a)

A significant proportion of the cohort addressed this work, overwhelmingly part (a). Almost
all had at least some relevant knowledge of the work and some had thorough knowledge,
which they used to analyse and address the question.

The key differentiator was whether candidates wrote what they knew about the family
Kerner, or whether they focussed on the meaning of the father for the film and how he was
linked to the themes.

Stronger candidates were able to discuss the role of Alex’s father as representing West
Germany in a parallel world, linked to the leitmotif of space and satellites, and his links to the
themes of absence, family, betrayal and lies. They were able to identify that, despite his
absence for much of the film, he was thematically and symbolically significant.

Many of these candidates were able to discuss Alex’s search for a substitute father in the
cosmonaut. A significant proportion of candidates were able to talk about Alex’s father
predominantly in terms of his absence from the family, dealing more with his significance for
Christiane, Alex and Ariane, than for the film in a more critical sense.

A significant minority mentioned that the father was largely absent and focussed more on
the mother, which was not a successful strategy.

This is a very strong response, which unites a thoughtful, critical approach with varied,
complex and accurate language.
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The critical analysis is clear from the beginning – this candidate takes a
critical approach, using evidence to substantiate interpretations.

There are minor instances where the candidate appears to veer away,
but these are always brought back into focus with a critical,
interpretive point. Overall, this response is fully focussed. It is firmly in
the top half of the top marking band.

The language is consistently varied, complex and fit-for-purpose. This
is firmly in the top half of the top band.

There are some errors, but they do not hinder communication, and
they are very few.

The candidate could have made more clear the implication that
Christiane was not as dedicated to socialism as she seemed, clarifying
that this was a response to fear of the consequences of the father's
defection to the West.

The candidate could have developed the section on Ariane further, to
consider that her closer relationship to the father, who represents the
West, might be linked to her greater openness to embracing the
changes that came with the "Wende".

However, this is already a highly focussed, critical essay.

This response is firmly in the top marking band.

AL: 10 marks

CA: 20 marks

GS: 20 marks

Total: 50 marks
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Paper Summary

Overall, there was much to be pleased with. Candidates performed well and had clearly been
supported effectively – thank-you to teachers and Centres still supporting German.

Based on their performance this series, candidates are offered the following advice:

In the translation, focus on accuracy of verbs
In the translation, focus on accurate word order – in particular: main and subordinate
clause word order; inversion; verb, verb
In the translation, think about the meaning. Close attempts, synonyms and close phrases
can gain credit. Thinking about the meaning can also help to avoid word-for-word
translation
In the essays, candidates should use what they know to address the question directly
In the essays, candidates should select relevant material to help them address the
question. Irrelevant material should be omitted
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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