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Introduction

The format for this paper is well-established and centres are familiar with its demands. The

obvious differences between this paper and both 9GE01 and 9GE02 are that it is thematic,

localised and therefore place and often time specific. It is a test of the ability of candidates to

blend information that they have drawn from the rest of the course and resources that they are

offered here in the resource booklet. That information is self-evidently partial and preparing

students for this paper is very much a part of developing a broader critical thinking approach

which are helpful elsewhere but are centre stage here. It also matters that candidates know how

the AOs work with these questions because a constant theme from the examining team is that

there is insufficient AO2, especially for questions 5 and 6, which carry half the total marks. The

best route for successful preparation is to build in both critical thinking and statistical skills across

the whole course. That will also help with their NEAs. If, for example they decide to investigate the

success of hard engineering in location X as their NEA investigation they need to know what hard

engineering is but also how success is measured. These skills are not uniquely useful for this

paper, but they are more central given the AO3 weighting of the paper.
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Question 1

This is a very familiar topic, but the question that was answered was not always the one that was 
asked. Candidates needed to recognise the focus on the ‘vital’ and then avoid storytelling about 
the agreements without reflecting on the reasons why they matter so much. Those who began by 
observing that this is a global problem that clearly needs global solutions were in the best 
position to develop that point. Many referenced the Paris agreement, and some observed that 
the USA was no longer party to that agreement. These candidates could then offer a comment as 
to why that is so important, given the size of the American carbon footprint. It was also possible 
to argue, as some did, that global solutions were vital because those contributing least to the 
problem given the size of their economies were often the countries worst affected by climate 
change and sea-level rise. The Maldives and Bangladesh were frequently cited here.

This is a 4-mark question that is point marked as is Question 2b.
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This is a strong answer that makes two well developed points - the first identifies that those

most responsible need to be called to account and the second identifies the need to help

those who are not responsible but are likely to be the most seriously affected.

Don’t rewrite the question - as in this example just get on with your answer.
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This candidate gets diverted into something of a dead-end road by offering a view that is,

one assumes, taken from the RB referencing the processes at work on the floor of the

United Nations. It is not that the information offered is not broadly accurate but it simply

isn’t relevant to the question asked. They make a reasonable point about the role of IGOs

which is illustrated referencing the Paris agreement but then loses focus on the question.

Underline the keywords in the question - in this case 'vital' and 'challenges' would be the

main ones identified.

GCE Geography 9GE0 03 5



Question 2(a)i-iii
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Question 2(b)

As anticipated this question produced a range of answers including many who did not 
deconstruct ‘statistical result’, nor what might constitute a ‘reliable indicator’. This cohort of 
candidates started, and sometimes ended by observing that happiness is subjective and other 
things than GDP per capita might also impinge on the levels of happiness within a society. That is 
not disputed but it is clearly not relevant to the statistical relationship that they were asked to 
explore. Those who observed that a systematic sample of 12 countries is too small to be reliable 
or, better ‘more’ reliable given the number of countries in the world were able, in some cases, to 
go on and make thoughtful comments about the geography of the 12 countries thrown up by the 
sampling. Some brought in their own knowledge of these countries suggesting, reasonably 
enough, that many were small. Others suggested that the sample had ‘only’ been drawn from UN 
countries and that this might impact on the reliability. There is logic here and given that there is 
no expectation that candidates will know that the vast majority of nation states are members of 
the UN, it was rewardable.
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The first few lines of this response are not relevant to the question asked. It would be

entirely appropriate if 'self-determined' happiness was correlated, as they put it to 'one’s

comparison to those around them'. The second half of the answer is a valid point

concerning sample size which is developed for the second mark.

Understanding statistical results is an important skill - their 'significance' is a largely

mathematical measure.
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This is a strong response. As with the first exemplar sample size is raised as an issue with a

larger sample needed to increase reliability. The second developed point is that, by chance,

some (although not all) of the countries in the sample are quite small and the omission of

larger countries may distort the final result. A legitimate second point that is developed.

When offering two reasons identify them by using 'Firstly…' and then 'Secondly…'.
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Question 3

It is fair to say that despite the relatively low mark tariff when compared to Q5 and Q6 the two 
‘Analyse…’ questions have continued to trouble a significant number of candidates. The most 
productive way of answering this type of question is to deploy and then blend knowledge and 
understanding of the topic gained when studying the relevant part of the specification with the 
material offered in the couple of hundred words of the Figures 1, 2 and 3 text attached to a map 
(Figure 1) and the two tables (Figures 2 and 3). The focus was ‘the changing patterns’ and, put 
briefly, that should have promoted a forensic examination of the emergence of the US after the 
Second World War and the decay of the British and French empires, the Cold War that followed 

and then the late 20th, early 21st century challenge from China to the US. With that 

chronology in mind some of the best answers also addressed how ‘power’ is not exclusively 

military and used Figure 3 to address the role of soft power. Weaker answers told a story, 

largely derived from the resource booklet (RB) but did not analyse that story beyond simple 

and often unsupported chronological statements.
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This example is typical of a low level 2 answer. The candidate has selected an appropriate, if

rather narrow range of information from the RB. There is a series of statements but not

much analysis other than the final comments in both paragraphs which offer unsupported

views of change in general.

Use words and phrases such as 'however' and 'on the other hand' when analysing this

information. It will never be either all right or all wrong.
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What is impressive about this answer is the excellent weaving of RB material with the

candidates' own knowledge and understanding. It is also unafraid of offering a view which

may be contentious but that isn’t the point. We can have no expectations that candidates

have an understanding of the basis of US power since the war and might very well contest

the view expressed here that it is largely a consequence of soft power. They also add

material regarding NATO.
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Question 4

As with Q3 the task here was blend together from background knowledge and understanding 
with the material offered in the resources, specifically Figure 4 and Figure 5. Figure 4 offers a view 
of the four major global intergovernmental organisations established largely at Bretton Woods as 
the Second World War drew to a close. The table offered basic information about the ‘stated’ 

role of these institutions which the text challenged. Figure 5 offered candidates a largely 

neutral description of how the United Nations worked and the power structures within it. 

The graph showed the historic use of the veto by the five permanent members. The candidates 

were invited to analyse the role of these institutions in managing economic and political 

relations since the end of the Second World War. Once again, those students at the lower end 

of the ability range drew heavily on the resources, especially the ‘stated’ roles without 

comment. Those that spotted the details of the voting systems offered a more critical view, 

picking up on Michael Manley’s view on the IMF but also, in many cases offering their own 

examples of the UN’s inability to act citing Ukraine and Palestine as examples of its failure to 

manage a political crises. There were some very good answers amongst these showing a 

sophisticated understanding of post-war history.
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This is a typical Level 2 response. The first paragraph has some useful examples drawn from

their own knowledge but there is no analysis and no critical comment raised. The second

paragraph presents a counter argument, again simple statements followed by assertions as

in 'that shows…'. It is worth recalling that 4/8 is not a catastrophic mark but breaking

through to higher marks is not such an easy 'fix' either. These are challenging questions.
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This is a very good answer and there were poorer responses than this that also scored 8/8.

The candidate brought their own case-study material (Uganda) to illustrate a generally

positive view of IMF engagement but then used 'However…' to qualify that view. The political

strand of the question was addressed through the case made by India to join the permanent

members of the security council with 'its unfair voting system'.

Remember to use your own examples when analysing the material that is the focus of these

questions.
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Question 5

With a densely worded preamble and five other resources available there was no shortage of 
information available for candidates to answer this question. Almost all agreed that China was 
more likely to become a superpower and offered evidence for this view with some valuable AO2 
also on display with comments on the ‘belt and road’ project and cautionary comments about the 
problem of Taiwan. Three of the resources had no accompanying text which proved to be 
challenging, especially Figure 6. There was limited use of the overall decline of the ‘west’ with both 
European and North American states shrinking. A very occasional candidate noted that the world 
economy had more than doubled in size during the 1995 to 2023 time period, although some did 
question the statistics given their age. Adding up the BRICS along with the G7 would also have 
shown that, between them they accounted for just over 60% of the total global economy in each 
of the three quoted years. Arguments against the proposition in the question frequently blended 
good AO3 with thoughtful AO2. The ageing of the Chinese population was seen as an issue and 
the demographic contrast between China and the other two major powers was seen as giving a 
major advantage to India in the not too distant future. A significant number of candidates 

misinterpreted two elements in the resources that were availbale to them. Firstly, they read 

Figure 8 incorrectly by missing the point that this data was just for 2024 whilst the second bullet 

point in the text above the table made it abundantly clear that the back history of global 

consumption was not dominated by India. The second error was to claim that India was more 

likely to pose a military threat than China because it spent 2.4% of its GDP on defence whilst 

China only spent 1.7% of its GDP on defence. They should have noted that 2.4% of 3.4 trillion is 

a lot less than 1.7% of nearly 18 trillion! There were excellent essays which showcased an 

impressive understanding of geopolitics and the challenges faced by many countries. It was 

good to read accounts that ended with a health warning about predicting the future, and 

several comments about the problems arising from old or partial data.

Colleagues will need no reminding that levels marking calls upon examiners to decide which set 
of descriptors best describe a candidates answer. After that the question examiners must 
address is to identify where in that level a response belongs. This exemplar was placed towards 
the top of Level 2 and awarded 11 marks. The opening paragraph includes a strong and clear 
statement that China is showing the 'greater potential' to become a superpower due to its 
'economic emergence'. The following paragraph shows some evidence for that suggesting that a 
growing population fuelled by in-migration is part of this emergence. This is useful AO1 material 
but there is no comparison made with India here although 'serious challenges' are posed by 
Indian population growth, which at this stage of the essay are not identified. There is some 
muddled logic in the following paragraph which suggests that the 33 million added to India’s 
emerging middle-class are, in reality a cost because 'money is leaving the country'? This is not 
explained. India’s military spending (albeit the point about the % of GDP is missed as it is by most 
students) is seen as of less significance given that, in the view of this candidate, ('hard power is 
going out of fashion').

And then the essay simply stops. What is here is sometimes very good indeed, a clear direction to 
the argument and some very useful evidence which blends AO3 and AO2 suggesting a Level 3 
mark. However, this material is insufficient and a mark of 11 is appropriate.
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It is a useful technique to identify the direction of travel of an answer in the opening

paragraph, as is done here.
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This is an impressive essay. As colleagues will understand, essays warranting full marks are

not flawless and it is reasonable to argue that some 18/18 or 24/24 essays are better than

others. This answer starts with a quick aide memoire list of resources that should be

referenced in the essay. The opening paragraph identifies the various manifestations of

power and then, as with the previous exemplar, the candidate identifies what they are about

to argue, specifically that 'China is more likely to become a global superpower by the middle

of the 21st century…'. That case is addressed in the second paragraph which effectively

blends their own knowledge and understanding with material drawn from the RB, as they do

throughout. The focus is on its economic growth. The following paragraph is linked to its

predecessor by the use of 'Furthermore, politically and socially…' develops the material in

the RB referencing STEM graduates and scientific papers. The following paragraph

addresses the risks to the environment of economic growth and a discussion of climate

change, given that both countries are 'leading climate change catalysts'. However, the

candidate offers good evidence that China is addressing this actively using material from

their wider studies in the subject. This includes judgments about the reliability of the current

data. The penultimate paragraph presents some counter-argument largely built around the

demographic challenges faced by China as well as the superior cultural and political

influence exercised by its rival. The final paragraph returns to the opening comments and

adds a few references and tidies up the RB references from its earlier aide memoire. There

are gaps here but there always will be, but given time constraints and the complexity of the

argument this is well worth its 18/18 mark.

Making a plan is essential for these longer essays. Make sure that each paragraph has a

clear focus.
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Question 6

Equipped with a view about the comparative futures of China and India, candidates frequently 
saw this final question as the next chapter, and thus happily reused some of their earlier 
comments. They had three further resources at their disposal. Figure 10 was a complex but not 
impossibly complex reminder about how US transnationals dominate the world, wherever their 
core operations actually take place. The data is a little old which some candidates spotted and 
used it to throw doubt on the story being told. Used properly there was much evidence here that 
the US was not at any immediate risk of losing its superpower status as an economic force just so 
long as the US corporations remain ‘American’. As with other resource based examination 
papers an awareness of significant global events can be very useful for candidates. The return of 
Donald Trump to the White House and the subsequent return of 'protectionism' to the political 
debate was referenced by many. The more politically aware candidates seized the opportunity to 

point out that tariff wars were not likely to strengthen the US economy in the short term and may 

very well hasten its decline. This AO2 opportunity was unforeseen but very useful. Figure 11 

reinforces some of the earlier material on military strength but also offers Eisenhower’s famous 

warning to the American people about the military/industrial complex. It also referenced the 

costs of two of its recent military engagements as a hint to candidates that military 

expenditure inevitably had both advantages but also significant economic 

disadvantages. Sadly very few candidates chose to link economic and political outcomes 

in this way. The third and final resource (Figure 12) gave a few details about the 
intellectual dominance of Silicon Valley and the role of migration in its development. The 
intention here was to nudge candidates into comments about closed borders and the impact on 
economic growth. It also included a very small survey of the movement of high-net-worth 
individuals which could be easily critiqued as too small scale to allow any meaningful conclusions 
to be drawn. Once again, only a few took that opportunity although many referenced the high net 
wealth data as a significant advantage for the US. A few also tied that data back to Figure 7a 
where China and the USA dominate the publication of scientific papers with this, in theory at least 
making them key players in a AI and robotically driven world.

There were some very good essays written by candidates who were politically aware, well versed 
in the theory and historically perceptive. They also knew how to use the resources, how to 
critique them when necessary and how to distinguish between probabilities and uncertainties. It 
was a pleasure to read them.
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This is a very good essay. Despite an abbreviated introduction and limited reflection on the

reliability of the qualitative and quantitative data (the penultimate bullet point on the MS)

this remains a strong Level 4 essay. The opening lines are equivocal and do not entirely

reflect what follows, which for the most part argues that the USA will retain its status. That

argument is built in the second paragraph which blends RB material the candidates' own

information. As is characteristic of stronger responses there is both qualification of

comments and a clear understanding of the complexity of the global geopolitical structures.

That is addressed here in the analysis of Figure 10 which is blended with Figure 12 and the

candidates' own knowledge. Paragraph 3 begins with 'However, there is a serious threat to

the USA in the form of China..' which the candidate goes on to amplify and develop in the

rest of the paragraph. That is followed by another 'However…' start to the next paragraph

which argues that both militarily and politically the USA remains dominant. In both this

paragraph and the one that follows the candidate continues to effectively blend the RB

material with their own knowledge and understanding. There are references to the impact

of Trump and isolationism and a thoughtful comment about how all things pass and that

things may change in the future. The comments referencing the role of political

relationships with NATO allies is used here to suggest that the USA is 'less vulnerable to

global events…'. In summary this is clearly Level 4 although not unequivocally so given a

couple of errors and only limited reflection over potential weaknesses in the data a mark of

21/24 was awarded.

Don’t forget that the resource booklet cannot be comprehensive which gives you the 
opportunity to point out what might be missing. - for example Figure 12 shows the results 

from 'one wealth management company'. Just one!
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This is also a Level 4 essay but measurably better than the other exemplar included here.

Scarcely a word is wasted in this answer which takes a very clear view although it is very

reflective to produce an essay that is coherent, logical, rational and substantiated

throughout. The opening paragraph is clear in identifying the various aspects of power

adding 'cutural' to those identified in the question itself. Returning to Figure 2 the candidate

gives as a quick overview of the USA post-war economic status followed by a recognition

that China poses a threat to that. In one of the best passages of the essay the candidate

comments that the neo-liberal policies pursued by successive US administrations have

inflicted wounds on the US economy as global shift has been driven by TNCs seeking higher

profits. A very interesting passage follows this with a critical examination of the data

suggesting that (for China) 'standards of living and quality of life may be questioned'. This in

turn is followed by a reminder that US TNCs still dominate. All in all, a very impressively

coherent chain of logic supported with evidence. The paragraph on military strength is also

peppered with thoughtful observations covering the war on terror and the impact of Trump

and Vance in driving US 'defense' spending further upwards. The comment that trying to

compete with this spending might lead to economic ruin, as with the former Soviet Union is

a deft reference to the task facing China. The 'political' paragraph shows an appreciation of

role of the US in the dominant IGOs, most notable the IMF. This is preceded by a reference

to core-periphery theory and, in the following paragraph an assessment of the role of 'smart

power' The essay ends with a paragraph that suggests that although there are challenges it

is not plausible that that USA will lose its dominant global status in the near future. Any

classroom A level teacher could improve on this essay and tie a few strings together. For

example, one might point out that if US TNCs still dominate then has a global shift truly

taken economic power eastwards. However, this essay is very high quality with a dense

argument and worthy of its 23/24 marks. Why not 24/24 - maybe a stronger opening

paragraph and tidier conclusion?

Try to start essays with clear statements that address keywords - what does 'dominance'

look like?

44 GCE Geography 9GE0 03



Paper Summary

These are the five key lessons of this exam and its predecessors.

1. Know how you are being marked - especially the AOs for Q5 and Q6.

2. Remember that the data in the resource booklet is partial and selective, so there will be gaps.

3. Revise the key methods of statistically testing data and the limitations of those methods.

4. Use qualifying language as in 'although', 'however', 'despite' and many others to show that you     
understand te complexity of the points that your are making.

5. Remember that there are many ways of showing that you understand that it is a complicated

world.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-

boundaries.html
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