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Introduction

Centres should be commended on the performance of their candidates this exam series.
Considerably fewer candidates used extra paper, showing that answers were of the length
expected. Therefore, most candidates were focusing their answers on the mark allocation
and were guided by the question's command word, with fewer lengthy descriptive answers
which failed to assess or evaluate, as required.

The paper was generally accessible to candidates across the ability range, with evidence of
high-quality work particularly in the higher 12 – and 20-mark questions. Timing did not
appear to be an issue for the majority of candidates, although some only managed a few
paragraphs on the final 20-mark question meaning the scores on this question were
restricted.

As in the previous series Regenerating Places (question 3) remained the most popular with
around 84% completed questions compared with 16% on Diverse Places (question 4). About
54% answered questions on Health, Human Rights and Interventions (question 5) and 46%
answered questions on Migration, Identity and Sovereignty (question 6).
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Question 1 (a)

The question asked for only one reason, which must then be extended, developed or
exemplified for further marks. Therefore, selecting a suitable initial reason is crucial, as it
needs to be broad enough for development.

Most candidates performed well and they could identify a reason why some regions
remained switched off from globalisation. The most common reason was related to being
landlocked and many candidates were able to develop this point in a logical sequence to
explain the impact this had in causing a country to be switched off. Other responses included
political decisions relating to cultural isolation. For political, a number of candidates included
too much detail on what the government did to stop their country being affected by
globalisation, rather than explaining why they chose to do this.

Where candidates failed to secure all marks in this question this was due to the sequencing
of ideas to develop their response not being fully developed in a logical chain.

Note that if an answer adds a second reason, the higher scoring of the two was credited.
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1 mark was awarded here. The candidate states the reason as the ‘style
of government in power’ linked to a ‘dictatorship leader’ (1). The final
sentence lacks clarity in terms of why this would result in a location
being switched off.

Throughout the course of study candidates should be exposed to a
range of these ‘explain one reason’ to enable to them to develop the
ability to create linked ideas. This can be done verbally during class
discussions to test whether they can fully articulate their reasoning.
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4 marks were awarded here. The candidate states the reason as
countries which are ‘landlocked’ (1) and therefore have to rely on their
neighbours (1) which means prices of imports and exports are high (1).
The final mark is awarded for identifying that TNCs are less likely to
invest (1).

This response was awarded the maximum as they chose a broad initial
starting point of ‘landlocked’ which enabled them to link ideas without
drifting off this initial reason.
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Question 1 (b)

There are two 12-mark ‘assess’ questions in this paper and candidates need to find a way to
explain more than one perspective to produce a balanced response.

In this question, candidates were asked to assess the positive and negative impacts of a
‘westernised’ culture. There were many possible approaches to this question.

Candidates are advised to define key terms contained within questions in order to
demonstrate a clear understanding of the question focus. In this case a clear definition of
westernised culture in the introduction enabled those candidates to stay focused, rather
than straying into general costs and benefits of globalisation. These answers often went
beyond the idea of cultural erosion (often exemplified with Papua New Guinea), to include
other western values such as economic liberalisation and consumption.

There was some confusion between what constituted cultural impacts and economic
impacts, and many students strayed into purely economic impacts within their answers;
some students were able to link economic changes to the broader societal shifts of
westernisation e.g. the adoption of capitalist policies and a more consumerist society more
generally. The most common approach centred around the impacts of cultural erosion.

Common case studies used were changing diet in Asia, raising awareness of disability
through Paralympic Games, and cultural erosion (including of language) in Papua New
Guinea.

Within level 3 responses candidate judgements were detailed and plausible with strong use
of statistics to support their judgements and conclusions related to the impact of
westernisation. Many candidates did take the time to reflect on and therefore assess the
benefits and problems related to this process with some providing sound conclusions. The
very best answers offered some sort of evaluation as to which impacts were most or least
severe and why.

Where those conclusions were weaker it was due to the fact that responses had lacked that
statistical manipulation to evidence their judgements. In some cases, the responses were
limited to a description of westernisation with limited application of their own knowledge to
interpret and analyse.
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4 marks are scored here. The candidate begins by attempting to define
a ‘westernised culture’ by tying it to countries which demonstrate this
culture.

The first paragraph focuses on the role of globalisation driving
countries to accept foreign products. The explanation focuses around
the positives for TNCs and wealth for the host nation. There is a lack of
focus on westernised culture here.

The second paragraph focuses on cultural erosion and the destruction
of cultures. This then linked to the cultures in central Europe which is
not the most appropriate example to explore this idea through.

Overall the response is Level 1 with isolated elements of geographical
knowledge and understanding, some of which is irrelevant.

Candidates at the lower end should be supported throughout their
course in these longer tariff questions by being shown a range of
modelled examples to evidence the need to include a range of ideas
rather than just focusing on one. This would enable them to move into
the level 2 criteria in terms of their A01 marks.
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6 marks are scored here. The candidate begins by successfully defining
the different aspects of ‘westernised culture’.

The response then follows these westernised values, firstly, by
exploring the role of capitalism. Whilst the view that China’s economy
has grown is definitely correct, the idea that China is adopting
capitalistic values is slightly naive given the strength of the communist
state. There is an attempt to provide a balanced view through the issue
of inequality but there lacks depth of explanation.

The second paragraph then focuses on the negative aspect of cultural
erosion with a largely sweeping statement regarding the destruction of
Native American cultures. Here it would have been useful for the
candidate to explain how these cultures had been impacted, but there
is an idea regarding the perceived dominance of western culture, i.e.
‘how a civilisation should function’.

The third paragraph highlights the benefits of the spread of
democracy, allowing countries to become stable and therefore
develop. However, the final paragraph does not bring much to the
response through repeating previous raised ideas.

Overall the candidate has recognised the features of a ‘westernised’
culture and has attempted to provide a balanced response. Whilst
some of the ideas lack full development of explanation, the majority of
the ideas presented are relevant to the question focus. Therefore, the
response is Level 2, in that it demonstrates geographical knowledge
and understanding, which is mostly relevant and may include some
inaccuracies.

Making your judgement clear from the start can help you structure
your argument, making your essay more 'coherent', and enabling you
to make relevant connections to the essay title throughout.
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11 marks are scored here. The candidate begins by successfully
defining the different aspects of ‘westernised culture’, although the
idea that other cultures may be inferior is sweeping and inaccurate.

The first paragraph focuses on the positives of the spread of the
culture with the introduction of capitalism and the knock-on impacts
that this brings. There is clear assessment in this paragraph regarding
the role of child labour and the ability of countries such as India to be
able to switch away from this practice.

The second paragraph then focuses the negative aspects including
changing diets and the role of TNCs such as McDonalds. The candidate
explores the subsequent loss of national identify and the increase in
obesity with appropriate supporting data. There is again assessment
here but it is not fully developed in terms of the specifics of the role
that TNCs could play in the promotion of healthy diets.

The final paragraph clarifies that the spread has been positive in terms
of legislation and economic changes but not socially. This shows good
understanding of the variability of impact and highlights the
culmination of a balanced and coherent argument, features of a level 3
response. The candidate is not awarded full marks as there are some
areas where further development would have aided the candidate’s
argument. However, in the time limit the candidate has demonstrated
relevant geographical knowledge and understanding throughout and
there is supporting evidence within the response.

Add a 'judgement' sentence to each paragraph linking back to the
question to help construct a 'coherent argument'. Balance could come
from the range of contrasting examples you include or from seeing
more than one perspective.
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Question 2 (a)

The second 4-mark question on the paper follows a similar format to Q01(a).

Candidates performed well, using the word ‘economic’ as the stimulus for the question.
There was a clear reference to one single trigger, which on the whole focused on the idea of
free trade, or a synonym, with a series of points being developed from this initial response.
Candidates were then able to develop this point in a logical sequence to explain the impact
this had on the country.

The most popular response was linked to the reduction of taxes, tariffs and quotas, although
some candidates struggled to link this to positive economic developments for the country in
question.

Where candidates failed to secure marks in this question was due to confusion over the word
‘economic’, with a number of candidates focusing on military alliances and attempting to link
this to superpowers.
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2 marks were awarded here. The candidate states the reason to access
‘free trade’ (1) in which tariffs are removed (1). There is a lack of clarity
on the fact that money can be spent elsewhere, so this did not receive
credit. The candidate then moves to give a second reason which is not
relevant for the command given in the question.

Reread your answer and check you tick off 4 separate points. Some
candidates end up making the same point repeatedly, which will not
earn marks twice.
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4 marks were awarded here. The candidate states the reason as to
‘eliminate free trade protectionism’ (1). The candidate then extends this
idea by stating that these are tariffs and quotas (1) as a result there is
increased trade allowing businesses to reach wider markets (1)
reducing prices for consumer (1).

Do not waste time defining terms in these short answer questions.
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Question 2 (b)

Candidates responded well to this question with many including an effective definition of
both hard and soft power which set the scene for the main content of their answers. There
was often exemplification of hard power and how countries might use this to maintain their
superpower status with confident knowledge of places at a range of scales and recognising
the complexities of hard power. Most students generally understood the sliding scale of
power, and why some types are more effective at maintaining power than others.

At the higher end candidate judgements were detailed and recognised how both hard and
soft power are related and they interrelate. Thus, their conclusions were plausible with
strong use of statistics to support their judgements and conclusions related to the use of
both hard and soft power to maintain their status. Those responses scoring at this higher
end recognised that hard power is not the only solution and how complex those geopolitical
relationships are. These candidates also tended to conclude that hard power was historically
the most important and soft power was now the most significant for maintaining in an ever-
changing global society.

Examples were well applied with candidates referencing the British Empire, USA, China and
Russia for supporting evidence. Those candidates that took a solely case study approach
tended not to score as well as they often lacked clear assessment/judgement on the role of
hard power.

At the lower mark bands candidates simply stated what hard and soft power were and gave
examples without the emphasis on maintaining superpower status. Many answers simply
listed and explained each type of power, rather than explaining how and why it may support
the maintenance of power, and therefore drew unconvincing conclusions.

It is expected that centres use past papers to prepare their candidates to the range of
questions they might encountered. A small minority misread the question and instead
focused on the role of hard power in ‘achieving’ superpower status which meant that they
struggled to address their response to the question set.
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3 marks were awarded here. The response highlights the importance
of planning before starting these 12-mark questions. The start of the
response does attempt to define hard power and then states a basic
argument for and against this.

The response then starts to list ideas i.e. strong political presence but
there is a lack of explanation to link this back to the question set. The
candidate then returns to hard power to dominate others but this is
not tied to any superpowers both current or past.

The final section looks at trading, but lacks links back to the question
and as such is irrelevant.

Overall the response demonstrates isolated elements of geographical
knowledge and understanding, some of which is irrelevant. There are
no named superpowers throughout the response highlighting the lack
of support, which are key features of a level 1 response.

Candidates are encouraged with the large tariff questions to take the
time to formulate a plan before they commence writing. This will
enable them to consider what pertinent knowledge they should
include to address the question as well as to consider the selection of
supporting evidence.
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10 marks are awarded here. The candidate begins by defining hard
power and establishes a direction of travel in their opening statement.
It does lack some clarity i.e. can be seen as changing, but does not
distract from a clear start.

The first paragraph has a well explored line of argument that hard
power was 'imported' during the British Empire. The candidate
explains a range of reasons for its importance and there is clear
assessment at the end applied to the current Russian-Ukraine conflict.

The second paragraph shifts to the role of soft power and this is
explored through the example of the USA. Again, assessment is
evident and this is a nice idea regarding the need for behaviours to
align with the current superpowers. However, the final statement is
not evidenced effectively to convince the reader to this judgement.

The third paragraph introduces the idea of smart power through the
example of the UK. The candidate provides some range of evidence for
this statement and it was interesting choice of country to use in this
instance.

The conclusion is sound and substantiated and the overall response
demonstrates a coherent interpretation. The response sits mid-Level 3
as there were areas where the arguments presented were not fully
convincing.

Add a 'judgement' sentence to each paragraph linking back to the
question to help construct a 'coherent argument'. Balance could come
from the range of contrasting examples you include or from seeing
more than one perspective.
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Question 3 (a)(i)

3-mark questions, like the 4-mark questions at Q01(a) and Q02(a), require a starter reason,
extended this time for two further points. They are based on a resource, and there should be
a link to the resource in the answer. This does not have to be a direct quote or use data, but
might be an idea or an example triggered by the resource.

In this case, the resource was a data provided on the voting patterns of two areas in the UK.
This question was generally answered well with the majority of candidates able to secure two
of the three marks available.

Most candidates identified the older age category had higher voting levels, citing reasons
such as more political engagement with their local area or more involvement in local politics.
This was often linked to length of residence leading to greater attachment to place. Some
candidates explained the point twice (rather than further explanation) e.g. “Old people are
more attached to an area, rather than young people who are less attached to an area.”
However, those candidates that focused on the younger people voting level struggled to
identify reasons for this.

Weaker responses either ignored the resource and therefore didn’t name an age group
(these scored no marks), or blended the idea of young/old together just focusing on age. It is
important for these questions that candidates remember that the first mark is awarded for
the use of data (AO2), followed by two extension marks for explanation.
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0 marks were awarded here. Whilst the reason provided is valid it is
not linked to any of the age groups shown on the resource, instead the
candidate simply stated ‘some age groups'.

Candidates should ensure that when a resource is provided that they
use this as a stimulus for their response and tie their answer to this.
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2 marks were awarded here. The key reason explored is that the older
population has a greater understanding of politics due to their length
of lifetime (1). There is then explicit and implicit use of the resource,
either of which is enough for the second mark.

Use your geographical knowledge and understanding to interpret an
unfamiliar resource, and make sure you make 3 linked points to score
all marks available.
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3 marks were awarded here. The candidate has used the resource
implicitly by stating ‘ages 65+ are most likely to vote’ (1). They then gain
marks for place attachment (1) as they have lived in the area longer (1).
The candidate goes on to give other valid extension points but full
marks have already been achieved.

You need to make three linked points for these questions. Avoid
introducing a new idea.
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Question 3 (a)(ii)

This is a 6-mark, AO1 and AO2 question based on a resource. The weighting is equal with
AO1 being awarded 3 marks and AO2, also 3 marks. Candidates needed to study the
resource and suggest reasons why levels of deprivation can affect political engagement in the
two areas shown. Candidates needed to use the resource to gain ideas and then develop
these using geographical knowledge and understanding in their answer. These ideas do not
need to be specifically lifted from the resource, but there should be a link.

This style of 6-mark question appears on both 9GE01 and 9GE02. A good way to structure
these kinds of responses involves focusing on two different ideas, both rooted in different
data from the resource. In this case, to make a contrast the ideas needed to offer explanation
of Lewes and Middlesbrough.

Most students understood the link between deprivation and political engagement and could
explain it to some degree. Weaker answers made very sweeping statements linked to poor
education or lack of access to television / internet in deprived areas, highlighting
misconceptions that should be addressed by centres.

Better answers understood the connection between deprivation and voter apathy and were
able to link to impacts of deindustrialisation / regeneration in the two locations and how they
impact voter turnout. These responses went beyond simply explaining the importance of
deprivation, unemployment and deindustrialisation; instead choosing to focus on the deeper
reason why this would lead to less political engagement.
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2 marks were awarded here. The candidate has recognised that they
should use the figure as a stimulus for their ideas. A basic idea of ‘not
being heard’ is outlined and this is followed by a descriptive sentence
about the relationship between the two variables. The second
paragraph then misses the idea that people is Lewes may well vote in
order to keep the same political party in office as they are benefiting.
Instead the candidate repeats a similar idea presented for
Middlesbrough. The response is Level 1and demonstrates isolated
elements of geographical knowledge and understanding.

Candidates should be mindful not to repeat themselves when
considering a resource that provides data on two areas. There needs to
be a broad range of ideas, and this will not be achieved if candidates
mirror their points of explanation.
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4 marks were awarded here. There is a clear use of the resource tied to
the reasons suggested by the candidate. The first reason stated is the
variation in the level of engagement and attachment to the areas and
this is also linked to perception. There is a missed opportunity to
explore the idea of perception in more depth.

The second idea focuses on the desirability of the Middlesbrough area.
There are some generic and sweeping statements regarding the fact
that no one wants to move into the area. But there is an understanding
that due to the lack of investment things may not improve and so
people are less likely to vote.

Overall the candidate demonstrates geographical knowledge and
understanding, which is mostly relevant and includes some
inaccuracies. It is level 2 as there are some relevant connections made
between the stimulus material and the question.

Remember that the 6-mark questions with a resource require
candidates to find connections between the stimulus material (here
the data for the two named areas) and the question.
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Question 3 (b)

In contrast to Q3aii, the second 6-mark question here is solely based on AO1 knowledge.

Many candidates found this question difficult, for two main reasons. The first was confusion
about the meaning of the term ‘function’, often confusing it with land use, demographics or
economics geography. The second difficulty came from providing explanation, rather than
description of their chosen locations, as some just recited facts/figures about the two
locations.

In addition, the weaker answers often selected locations that were too similar so struggled to
explain the variations. Some responses included clear reference to past and recent changes
but did not actually state what the function of the chosen places were.

Better responses offered interesting and convincing explanations about the (unique)
function, moving beyond basic ideas about transport connections or deindustrialisation, and
recognising that many places have been influenced by distinctive historic, economic factors
as well as their physical environment. The best recognised the importance of these factors
when comparing them.

It is important for centres to consider the efficacy of the chosen places that candidates study.
Some locations were too broad, e.g. London vs. China, and centres are reminded that the
best outcomes come from a very local scale focus, e.g. Southall, in Ealing.
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0 marks were awarded here. The candidate outlines their two chosen
places as Portsmouth and China. Whilst the candidate does state that
Portsmouth is retail led, this is not enough detail to gain credit. The
remainder of the first paragraph describes the result of business being
attracted to the area which is not answering the question.

The paragraph on China is not appropriate, both in scale and in this
case content, which again focuses on the impacts of TNCs entering
China.

Overall, the candidate is not answering the question so is not awarded
any marks.

Candidates should have studied both a local and contrasting place in
high levels of detail. As per the specification this study should include
how these places have changed their function over time. Candidates
should be able to refer to explicit locations within their chosen places
and demonstrate clarity over the similarities and differences.

37 GCE Geography 9GE0 02



38GCE Geography 9GE0 02



4 marks were awarded. The candidate outlines their two chosen places
as Aylesbury and Salford. There is a recognition that the function of
Aylesbury has changed from primary through to tertiary and this is
linked to the reason that manufacturing declines in the 1980s.

The role of deindustrialisation is linked to the decline of the docks but
this is land use rather than function so needed to have greater clarity
from the student. There is the role of regeneration explored in shifting
Salford to high-tech linked to research and commercial.

Overall the candidate addresses a range of geographical ideas, which
are not always fully developed, the features of a Level 2 response.

Overall the candidate has a clear understanding of the role of their two
chosen locations. There are a range of reasons explored with accurate
and relevant geographical knowledge and understanding throughout.

Candidates should be exposed to a range of marked exam questions
such as those contained in the examiner's report so they are clear
regarding what each level looks like and how to be successful.
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6 marks were awarded. The candidate outlines their two chosen places
as Milton Keynes and Sheffield. There is a clear variability established
from the first sentence in outlining that Milton Keynes is a new city,
whereas Sheffield has a heritage of the steel industry.

The function of Milton Keynes is explored, namely to act as an overspill
for London and become a commuter location. Whereas Sheffield has
needed to reverse its industrial past. There are reasons for the
function changing linked to regeneration and studentification.

Overall the candidate has a clear understanding of the role of their two
chosen locations. There are a range of reasons explored with accurate
and relevant geographical knowledge and understanding throughout.

A 'key chain' of linked ideas is a good way to build a Level 3 answer.
Add as many developed ideas as you can.
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Question 3 (c)

Candidates are required to write two 20-mark essays in this paper. The skills required for
these extended writing questions are varied and many candidates found these challenging.
The command word in these questions is 'evaluate' and answers needed to find logical
connections and relationships, produce a full and coherent interpretation supported by
evidence from their geographical knowledge and understanding, and then present a
balanced argument with a substantiated conclusion. The mark scheme differentiates
between 4 levels of performance with many candidates struggling to achieve the top marks
at Level 3, and few reaching Level 4.

This question was not answered particularly well by candidates as many appeared thrown by
the focus on rural areas. A number of candidates were not clear on the difference between
rural and urban, with many focusing solely on urban regeneration or discussing a mix of
rural and urban examples.

For those that correctly identified rural locations, Cornwall was the most commonly
discussed location with a range of regeneration / rebranding strategies including tourism –
with the Eden project being a common example, Newquay aerohub, superfast broadband,
wave hub.

Whilst many students were able to discuss a variety of rebranding/regeneration strategies
but many struggled to include evidence or data to show how they did or did not increase
attractiveness so answers became very generic at times. Weaker responses also often simply
stated that the strategy had been successful in rebranding/regeneration but did not address
the attractiveness at all.

Top level 3 and level 4 responses really thought about what success means and understood
that it looks different for different stakeholders. These identified why some strategies have
succeeded while others have not; and considered a range of reasons, from the nature of the
strategy to the surrounding area they were implemented in, or ‘attractive for whom’, which
picks up this crucial theme of ‘place’ and ‘stakeholders’ from the specification. These also
tended to reach mini-judgements about the specific success or failures of named
rebranding/regeneration projects. In addition, they were able to independently address the
key terms i.e. separate judgements on rebranding and regeneration.
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10 marks were awarded here. The introduction starts by defining
rebranding but there is no mention of regeneration at this point.

The first paragraph starts through the introduction of the case study of
Cornwall. In taking this approach the candidate has not identified what
reason they are introducing here, instead leaving it up to the examiner
to determine themselves. The candidate states the reasons why
Cornwall needs rebranding and introduces technology parks as the
mode, particularly Newquay airport. The candidate tries to evaluate
through linking this strategy to a decline in tourism dependency,
however the airport was aimed to reduce the isolation of the area to
encourage tourism so there are inaccuracies here.

The second paragraph focuses on farm diversification, with some
evaluation but this is largely generic. There it is also unclear why these
would change the perception of the public towards rural places.

Finally, the candidate explores the role of outdoor pursuit activity
parks, there is some attempt to explore the negative environmental
impacts but these are largely generic.

The conclusion does attempt to draw together the main threads of the
argument but it is not convincing. Overall the response applies
knowledge and understanding of geographical ideas in order to
produce a partial interpretation that is supported by some evidence.

Centres should consider ensuring the candidates have a clear
structure for writing these longer tariff questions. Many centres used
PEEL (point, explanation, evidence, link to question), but other options
such as PEECE (point, explanation, evidence, counter
argument/evaluation) can provide a clear route through to ensure that
candidates are hitting the criteria for level 3 and 4. In this case by
leading by the case study rather than the actual point and explanation
the response lacked clarity required for Level 3.
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18 marks were awarded here. The introduction starts by focusing on 
the role of regeneration in changing perception and links this to the
need following the post-production era of rural areas

The candidate provides a structure to their response by focusing on
economic, social and environmental impacts. The first paragraph
explores the economic benefits through change in function and this is
linked to the example of the Isle of Arran. There is a clear focus on
rebranding here with attempts to change the perception of the area.
The candidate then provides evidence to judge the success of this and
there is clear evaluation through comments on erosion of cultural
origins and damage to environments. Finally, the candidate links this
paragraph back to the focus on ‘attractiveness’.

In the second paragraph the candidate looks at the role of
diversification. This is a form of regeneration, although this is not
explicitly stated by the candidate. The Lake District is used to explore
this and evaluative comments are evidenced throughout with links
back to attractiveness.

The final paragraph tackles regeneration through adventure and
outdoor activities, this has less detail in terms of applied examples.
However, the candidate does consider that there is variation in the
attractiveness by exploring the views of local people with regards to
tourism, environmentalists and businesses.

The response concludes (a key feature of Level 3 and 4 responses) by
stating that it is successful economically and to some extent socially
but less so in terms of the environment.

Overall the candidate demonstrates accurate and relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding throughout. The response
is a full and coherent interpretation that is supported by evidence that
comes to a substantiated conclusion. It is not full marks as the third
paragraph has less depth of explanation and the candidate has missed
opportunities to show clarity of the differences between regeneration
and rebranding.
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Make sure you cover all the different elements of the question. In this
question you need to mention two key ideas of rebranding and
regeneration and link them to their role in increasing the attractiveness
of rural areas.
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Question 4 (a)(i)

3-mark questions, like the 4-mark questions at Q01(a) and Q02(a), require a starter reason,
extended this time for two further points. They are based on a resource, and there should be
a link to the resource in the answer. This does not have to be a direct quote or use data, but
might be an idea or an example triggered by the resource.

In this case, the resource was a data set contrasting ethnic diversity and voting turnout in two
named locations.

On the whole, this question was well attempted with many sound ideas on community
cohesion, attitudes of political parties towards ethnic minorities (and vice versa) and ideas of
engagement.

Whilst the majority of candidates did use the resource and referred to the data, there was
some misunderstanding about the term voter turnout. Some comments referred to migrants
not being entitled to vote which was not a valid explanation for the voter levels shown.

Some answers included more than one reason, which could not be credited.
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0 marks were awarded. The candidate does not identify a clear link to
the resource i.e. ethnicity, instead they simply state ‘diversity effects
the percentage of who votes’.

On these 3-mark questions, count 1, 2, 3 to check you have covered 3
points in your answer, then move on.
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2 marks were awarded. The candidate identifies a reason of ‘language
barriers’ (1) and links this to low levels of voting in Middlesbrough
where there is high diversity (1). The idea of social clustering does not
explicitly explain or link to language barriers i.e. it is not explained by
the candidate so is not awarded credit.

Find the pattern first, then try and suggest a reason to explain it.
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3 marks were awarded. The candidate begins by identifying the link
between diversity and voter turnout (1). The reason given is ‘language
barrier’ (1) and this is linked to a weaker understanding of the voter
system (1).

Here the candidate spends a lot of time/line space identifying the
pattern, whilst candidates need to reference explicitly or implicitly the
link to the data set, this should be concise to avoid time being wasted.
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Question 4 (a)(ii)

This is a 6-mark, AO1 and AO2 question based on a resource. The weighting is equal with
AO1 being awarded 3 marks and AO2, also 3 marks. Candidates needed to study the
resource and suggest reasons why.

Candidates needed to use the resource to gain ideas and then develop these using
geographical knowledge and understanding in their answer. These ideas do not need to be
specifically lifted from the resource, but there should be a link.

A significant number of candidates did not use the figures enough to inspire their answer
and this therefore resulted in a largely generic response. These responses tended to end up
in level 1.

Level 2 responses used the resource but rarely went beyond this, as a result of this there
were points made about about halal meat, types of shops, restaurants and food, but these
were rarely linked to other aspects of the built environment – religious buildings, cultural
symbols, festivals, e.g.

The best responses used the figure as a spring board, allowing them to identify buildings
from the figures and then include their own ideas such as specific types of religious buildings
in ethnic enclaves. These included the positive aspects such as ethnoscapes but also looked
at the negative aspects in the creation of deprivation/overcrowding.
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2 marks were awarded. The candidate outlines generic links between
ethnic diversity and living space and this is evidenced through
variations in food. There is a basic understanding that areas with
dominant ethnicity tend to look the same. The candidate does not
explicitly reference the stimulus material but as examiners based on
what is written we can assume they have viewed it. This means this is a
Level 1 response, with generic elements of geographical knowledge
and understanding.

Remember that the 6-mark questions with a resource require
candidates to find connections between the stimulus material (data for
two named areas) and the question. You are then able to use your own
knowledge and understanding to answer the question.
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4 marks were awarded here. The candidate refers explicitly to the
resource both diversity data and the link to the living space shown e.g.
halal meat market. There is nice use of terminology demonstrated as
well. The candidate then contrasts this was Lewes with the dominance
of high streets. The answer is unbalanced with Middlesbrough
dominating the response but both parts bring valid reasons to push to
the top of Level 2.

For Level 3 the candidate needs to ensue that they are applying
knowledge and understanding to geographical information logically to
find fully relevant connections. The candidate’s response stuck rigidly
to the resource, without considering wider geographical knowledge
they may have about the impact of diversity on living spaces e.g.
religious buildings.
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Question 4 (b)

In contrast to Q4aii, the second 6-mark question here is solely based on AO1 knowledge. In
this question, candidates were asked to explain contrasting levels of cultural diversity in their
two chosen places.

Overall this was well answered by the candidates with some good knowledge of studied
areas although not enough specific figures and data were included to support these ideas.

Weaker candidates struggled to explain why the cultural diversity was different, especially if
the places selected were too large to be comparable e.g. London vs Cornwall. Furthermore,
case studies were sometimes quite generic – e.g. ‘lots of white retirees'. The better answers
focused on more manageable areas such as the Sikh/Punjabi community in the Southall area
of London.

The best responses presented a range of reasons for contrasting cultural diversity levels
including government policies, existing ethnic enclaves creating a pull factor, and access to
transport/infrastructure.
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3 marks were awarded here. The candidate outlines their two chosen
places as Newcastle and Scotswood. The candidate struggles as
Scotswood is located within Newcastle so contrasts are limited.

The candidate identifies that Newcastle received an influx of Chinese
people which led to the creation of the China town. There was no
reason for this presented however. The candidate then suggests that
the university attracts international students. This is a valid idea but
lacks depth of explanation from the candidate. There is then a small
focus on Scotswood but this lacks specific detail.

Overall the candidate addresses some range of geographical ideas,
which are not always fully developed, the features of a Level 2
response.

Candidates should have explored two contrasting locations whilst
being at an appropriate scale. In this case contrasting a small region of
Newcastle with Newcastle as a whole limits the candidates’ ability to
recognise differences and explain them.
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6 marks were awarded here. The candidate outlines their two chosen
places as Slough and Arnside in Cumbria. These two places have
obvious contrast and the candidate is able to evidence this through the
use of supporting evidence. The candidate explores a range of reasons
for the levels of diversity found in Slough including geographical
location close to Heathrow and London and the resulting immigration
in search of employment. There is also an implied idea of ethnic
clustering explored.

The candidate then explores reasons for the low level of diversity
found in Arnside including a lack of public transport and high living
costs. However, the candidate does recognise that diversity has been
increasing due to Ukrainian families moving in during the crisis in a
normally low diversity location.

Overall the candidate response demonstrates accurate and relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding throughout, with a good
range of supporting evidence.

It is important that candidates rely on up to date information regarding
their chosen places and should look to use the 2021 Census data, as
well as wider events such as the Ukraine crisis as demonstrated by this
candidate.
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Question 4 (c)

Candidates are required to write two 20-mark essays in this paper. The skills required for
these extended writing questions are varied and many candidates found these challenging.
The command word in these questions is 'evaluate' and answers needed to find logical
connections and relationships, produce a full and coherent interpretation supported by
evidence from their geographical knowledge and understanding, and then present a
balanced argument with a substantiated conclusion. The mark scheme differentiates
between 4 levels of performance with many candidates struggling to achieve the top marks
at Level 3, and few reaching Level 4. In this question, candidates need to address both the
image and reality of rural places in order to judge the effectiveness of different strategies.

On the whole, candidates struggled with this question. Some drifted into urban rather than
rural (or is some cases just ignored rural altogether). Cornwall was most commonly used –
with Eden Project featuring in a large proportion of responses, but beyond that there was
limited application. Many used case studies that were not rural such as Stratford in London,
and others used examples like Totnes transition town. Strategies were sometimes very non-
specific or (for example) the Eden Project was a panacea for the whole of Cornwall. In
addition, candidates struggled to focus on the aspects of image and reality, instead
discussing these as one entity.

The majority of candidates focused their response around improvements in rural areas with
a lack of focus on how these had impacted either image and/or reality of the areas they were
deployed in.

The best responses addressed rural development through more nuanced and elegant ways
e.g. community self-help, transport at a local scale, broadband connections, business start-
ups and pump-priming, and sustainable tourism (e.g. rural Wales) and used sound examples
from the Post Production countryside.
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15 marks were awarded here. There is a strong start by the candidate
in exploring that image and reality depend upon perception and lived
experience, as well as age.

The candidate explores a range of strategies including the Eden
Project, superfast broadband and local enterprise partnerships.

For each strategy there is clear evaluation and in some strategies there
is clear explanation addressing both the image and reality, but not in
all.

The conclusion is insightful and recognises that success is subjective.
Whilst this conclusion is clear and rationale, there has been limited
recognition of the subjective nature of success until this point. This is a
missed opportunity for the candidate.

Overall the candidate applies knowledge and understanding of
geographical information to come to a conclusion, which is largely
supported by an argument.

Candidates are encouraged with the large tariff questions to take the
time to formulate a plan before they commence writing. This will
enable them to consider what pertinent knowledge they should
include to address the question as well as to consider the selection of
supporting evidence.
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19 marks were awarded here. The candidate begins by exploring the
issues facing rural areas and the issue of urban bias plaguing the UK
government.

The candidate explores a range of strategies including superfast
broadband, the Eden Project, Lake District Partnership scheme and the
Brecon Beacon’s National Park scheme.

In each of the strategies the candidate clearly links the strategy to the
reality that needs to be tackled, for example isolation in the case of
broadband. There is also ongoing evaluation of the success with
supporting data.

The conclusion whilst evidenced and substantiated, repeats ideas from
the response by then consolidating the response and considering the
effectiveness of these strategies in improving the reality and image of
the rural areas.

Overall this response demonstrates accurate and relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding throughout. The response
is a full and coherent interpretation that is supported by evidence. It is
not awarded full marks due to the issues raised in the conclusion but is
a very strong piece of writing in the given time frame.

Make sure you cover all the different elements of the question. In this
question you need to mention two key ideas of image and reality and
therefore strategies discussed should comment link to these ideas.
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Question 5 (a)(i)

Calculating and having an understanding of % of a whole and % growth and decline are
fundamental to geography, but some candidates were not able to use the data provided to
calculate a simple % figure.

Here all that was required was to select the correct numbers from those provided, divide one
by the other and times the answer by 100. The requirement to give the answer to one
decimal place also tripped up a few.

However, a positive shift has been the increased number of candidates achieving full marks
on this question as they recognised the need to show their workings out.
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Question 5 (a)(ii)

Before the exam, check you can do basic calculations. If you find these tricky, have a look at
the question as you may be able to score 1 mark by setting out the working. The majority of
the candidates were able to successfully work out the range of the figures shown, resulting in
most achieving full marks.
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Question 5 (a)(iii)

As with Q03(a)(ii) and Q04(a)(ii), when answering a 6-mark question with a resource, the
resource should be used as a stimulus for the response.

Candidates provided a range of responses but on the whole this question was answered well.
Popular responses focused on explaining lower life expectancy of US (linked to privatised
health care and diet) and longer life expectancy in UK being due to NHS (and then explained
the importance of this with regard to specific treatments, e.g. cancer care).

Some candidates attempted to explain USA’s life expectancy but ran into issues when they
argued high spending was a good thing and improved life expectancy which showed a
weakness in their understanding of this anomaly in the data.

There were few level 1 responses overall due to the confidence of candidates with this topic.
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2 marks were awarded here. The candidate perhaps has started to run
out of time and has shifted to bullet points. The candidate does
suggest a range of ideas but these are not explained due to the style of
writing.

Overall the candidate demonstrates isolated elements of geographical
knowledge and understanding that are not fully explained.

Use these resources as starters in a lesson to discuss in groups and
come up with ideas for an answer. You only have about 7-8 minutes
for your answer so you need to be concise and also able to come up
with several different ideas.
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5 marks were awarded here. The candidate begins by exploring the
first reason that lifestyle attitudes can impact life expectancy. This is
then evidenced through using data from the resource by comparing
Japan and the USA. Secondly the candidate focuses upon the role of
healthcare and the difference that state and private healthcare play in
life expectancy. This is explored by contrasting the UK and USA.

Finally Turkey is recognised as being an anomaly and attempts to
contrast this with Luxembourg. This section has less clear explanation
compared with the rest of the response.

Overall, the candidate applies their knowledge and understanding to
geographical information logically to find relevant connections
between stimulus material and the question. It is not full marks due to
the lack of clarity in the Turkey and Luxembourg example.

When faced with an unfamiliar resource, do not panic. Study it
carefully and check what the question is asking and draw on your
studies in class to build an answer.
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Question 5 (b)

The 8-mark essay questions have similar marking criteria to 6-mark essay questions. A 'broad
range' of geographical ideas is required, which should be 'detailed and fully developed'. This
would mean at least two ideas or themes. Exemplification is almost essential though not
specified.

In this 8-mark question, candidates were asked to explain why there was a need to consider a
range of variables in order to measure the success of development aid.

Overall this was not well answered with candidates able to identify what development aid
was and often stated how it was used but few realised that they had to say why variables
such as life expectancy are needed to see if it is successful. This meant that actual variables
were often never explained which caused candidates not to be fully addressing the question.

The best responses were able to explain development aid that was aimed at the economy
could be measured by GDP whilst aid aimed at improving life expectancy or health could be
measured with increased doctors per thousand or falls in death rates as a result of this aid.
These were able to suggest that development is multi-faceted so requires social, economic
indicators. There were good attempts to compare short and long term impacts as well as
suggestions that corruption/mismanagement may mean that improvements may not be felt
equally across a country.
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3 marks were awarded here. The candidate begins by stating that a
range of variables are needed but initially gives no reason. The
candidate uses the Bolivia example to identify a location where
development aid was needed and linked the provision to the issue of
political corruption. There is validity in this argument but there is a lack
of explanation as to why this means there is a necessity to have a
range of variables.

The candidate then shifts focus to Haiti and introduces the same idea
of corruption in this context.

Overall the candidate response has some merit but it is narrow in
terms of explanation. It is not level 1 as the geographical knowledge
and understanding is relevant but the geographical ideas are not fully
developed. A level 1 would have been debated but the candidate has
one key idea that has been explored in two different locations so was
enough to tip into level 2.

There is not time in an exam to write all that you have learnt about a
topic. You need to be selective and show the examiner your
understanding of the relevant aspects only.

Descriptive answers at A level will only score low marks.
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5 marks were awarded here. The candidate begins by considering a
range of variables that can be used and linking these to different
components of development e.g. life expectancy linked to social
development. The social examples are supported by some evidence,
with an attempt to address the overall question in this first paragraph
by recognising that there is a need for different variables but no
reasons are given.

In the second paragraph the candidate attempts to tackle the question
focus by considering that historically development was solely
measured by focusing on economic growth, but that social aspects are
more important. Again, there is no explicit reason stated here but the
candidate has attempted to address a range of geographical ideas
which are not fully developed.

Candidates should consider which reasons they want to lead with to
ensure that they are tackling the ‘explain’ command word.
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7 marks were awarded here. The candidate begins by recognising that
a range of variables is needed because development aid is used to
further economic development and human rights. The example of
Vietnam is used well with supporting evidence providing the
background context for the development aid. The candidate then
explores that reliance on just economic indicators such as GDP or GNI
would not reflect other aspects of development.

The candidate then considers the issue of inaccurate data and
suggests a more effective variable would be Gini coefficient to judge
whether income inequality has been reduced. There was a missed
opportunity for the candidate to consider why the data might be
inaccurate and the implications of this.

Finally, the candidate considers that without a range of variables some
countries would be judged poorly with the example of Saudi Arabia’s
human rights approach.

Overall the candidate addresses a broad range of geographical ideas,
which are detailed and mostly fully developed, which is why it does not
receive full marks.

Make sure you tackle both parts of these short essay questions. In this
question, you need to discuss both variables and development aid.

88GCE Geography 9GE0 02



Question 5 (c)

This is a 20-mark extended writing question and candidates were asked to evaluate the view
that IGOs have been largely unsuccessful in improving human development. Candidates
should look for words such as ‘largely’ as they are highlighting that it is not as simple as a
yes/no and that debate should be expected and welcomed.

Candidates found this question challenging, although a simple balanced approach arguing in
favour and against the statement worked well, as well as a substantiated rational conclusion.

Weaker responses did not comment on specific IGOs, instead commenting on their role
generally, and these responses also lacked specific detail about human development and
instead shifted into a solely economic focus.

The most successful responses understood a range of IGOs (WTO, World Bank, IMF, UN) and
were able to explain their role in improving human development. These level 3 and level 4
responses were effectively supported with named examples (both positive and negative).
These also had a clear understanding of the different components of human development
including gender equality and schooling.

The IMF was probably the most successfully covered as most candidates were able to discuss
the challenges surrounding Structural Adjustment Programmes (SAPs) with Jamaica featuring
prominently.

The World Trade Organisation (WTO) was less well understood with many candidates citing
its success in helping countries trade and earn money, but very few acknowledged its failings
in ensuring free trade, or the strict requirements countries are placed under if they wish to
join (e.g. cutting agricultural subsidies and opening up their borders to TNCs).

Some discussed the MDGs or SDGs – but these would have benefited from a greater
understanding of what some of these goals were and including specific evidence to support
largely generic statements citing success. There was often a focus on human rights which,
although credible, was often left up to the reader to establish the link between a specific
human right with human development.

An important thing for centres to consider is that whilst the use of past papers is expected
and commended, the over-reliance on them can result in candidates expecting certain
questions. In this case many candidates were expecting a military based question and so
chose to discuss NATO for example or the US invasion of Iraq which as not linked to an IGO.
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7 marks were awarded here. The candidate does not have a conclusion
in this example which means the response begins by introducing the
WTO and identifying their role in promoting free trade through the
removal of tariffs. This has then been linked to countries becoming
switched on, however no countries who have benefitted have been
explored at this point. There is an attempt by the candidate to evaluate
by focusing on North Korea but this is weakly linked to the rest of the
argument by the candidate.

The second paragraph moves to focus on the World Bank, this is less
successful with the candidate outlining the role as to ‘allow countries
across the globe access to resources’. The same line of argument is
presented in terms of the positive of this approach, but a counter view
of corruption whilst having some validity is not well explored. A further
point regarding criteria that countries need to abide by again is valid
but is weakly explained and that it is not tied to any named locations.

Overall the candidate response has all of the features with regards to
attempts at evaluation, however in most cases the examiner is led to
include their own detail in order to add context to the points raised.
The response is a partial interpretation that is supported by some
evidence (in this case the inclusion of the WTO and WB) but there is no
conclusion evident and there is a lack of coherence to the response.

The importance of including a conclusion is highlighted in each of the
level criteria descriptions. If time is an issue, it would be better to
pause and summarise your findings i.e. answer the overall question,
rather than to add an additional paragraph.
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Full marks were awarded here. There is a clear introduction presented
by the candidate and the argument to be presented is clearly
articulated at the start.

The candidate then identifies clear lines of argument including the
misappropriation of resources, top-down approach and the issue with
this, improvement in human rights for example. The response covers a
range of IGOs including the World Bank, the UN MDG targets, the IMF
and the UN R2P.

The candidate uses named examples to support their lines of
argument, rather than full case studies which can often dominate the
responses, here the examples are concise allowing the examiner to see
the application in the real world but not distracting from the line of the
argument.

The response concludes by judging that the IGOs have been largely
unsuccessful due to the misappropriation of resources and the top-
down nature of the interventions. Here the resource remains balanced
by considering that they have helped in some instances.

Overall, the response demonstrates accurate and relevant
geographical knowledge and understanding throughout. There is a
rational, substantiated conclusion, fully supported by a balanced
argument that is drawn together coherently.

It is important to remember that for 20 marks the essay does not need
to be perfect, here the candidate has discussed a wide range of IGOs
and applied a range of examples to support their line of argument.
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Question 6 (a)(i)

Calculating and having an understanding of % of a whole and % growth and decline are
fundamental to geography, but some candidates were not able to use the data provided to
calculate a simple % figure.

Here all that was required was to select the correct numbers from those provided, divide one
by the other and times the answer by 100. The requirement to give the answer to one
decimal place also tripped up a few.

However, a positive shift has been the increased number of candidates achieving full marks
on this question as they recognised the need to show their workings out.
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Question 6 (a)(ii)

Before the exam, check you can do basic calculations. If you find these tricky, have a look at
the question as you may be able to score 1 mark by setting out the working.

The majority of the candidates were able to successfully work out the range of the figures
shown, resulting in most achieving full marks.
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Question 6 (a)(iii)

As with Q03(a)(ii) and Q04(a)(ii), when answering a 6-mark question with a resource, the
resource should be used as a stimulus for the response. This answer needed to use
information derived from the resource (AO2) and develop ideas using the candidates' own
knowledge and ideas (AO1). Many answers achieved one of these assessment objectives, but
not both.

Candidates performed well on this question with the best responses providing a range of
reasons supported by data from the figure.

Weaker responses tended to focus on simple push and pull factors, focusing solely on the
high numbers from Mexico to suggest poverty as a push factor leading to migration to the
USA. Some candidates struggled to give high level explanations of why some countries (e.g.
Ireland) might have a high percentage of population overseas.

The best answers referred to free movement in the EU; the role of diasporas and Japan also
featured highly with regard to its homogenous culture leading to people wanting to remain in
the country.
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2 marks were awarded here. The candidate recognises the relationship
between the two variables shown and provides one reason i.e.
movement for work. There is an attempt to link this to Mexico and
Turkey but this lacks clarity. There is then a mirrored statement to
Ireland or Sweden.

Overall the candidate applies knowledge and understanding to
geographical information inconsistently.

Questions with the command word ‘suggest’ require candidates to
identify plausible reasons to the unfamiliar context provided.
Candidates should try to consider a range of ideas allowing them to
move into the level 3 marking criteria.
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4 marks were awarded here. The response focuses upon two of the
named countries shown in the resource, the USA and Ireland. Two key
reasons for the pattern are explored and both hold validity. Whilst the
USA section has clear explanation and includes own knowledge, the
Ireland section struggles to fully understand the relevance of its
inclusion i.e. its role as a tax haven.

Overall the response applies knowledge and understanding to
geographical information to find some relevant connections between
the stimulus material and the question.

Use these resources as starters in a lesson to discuss in groups and
come up with ideas for an answer. You only have about 7-8 minutes
for your answer so you need to be concise and also able to come up
with several different ideas quickly.
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Question 6 (b)

The 8-mark essays have a similar marking criterion to 6-mark essays. A 'broad range' of
geographical ideas is required, which should be 'detailed and fully developed' . This would
usually mean at least two ideas or themes. Exemplification is a useful route for many
candidates, though not essential. In this question, candidates were asked to explain how
successful IGOs are in managing environmental challenges facing the oceans.

This proved to be a challenging question for candidates due to the specific focus on
environmental challenges facing oceans. Candidates seemed to either focus on oceans or the
environment and as a result struggled to link these together. Consequently, there were lots
of answers focused on climate change and international agreements to tackle this, or they
were focused on agreements for managing the oceans (e.g. UNCLOS) but these were not
linked to the environment. There were a lot of answers discussing tensions in the South
China Sea, but these were about territory/trade routes and not the environment.

The best answers identified organisations such as UNCLOS, whaling agreements and fully
discussed how successful they have been.

The level of responses from the candidates this series suggests that 'environment' has not
been fully covered by the centres and therefore needs be addressed to ensure that
candidates are better prepared for questions on this part of the specification.
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2 marks were awarded here. The candidate begins by introducing a
range of IGOs which is appropriate, then links them to their economic
focus rather than being selective and considering only those that are
pertinent to the question.

The second paragraph introduces a valid idea in the role of IGOs in
providing frameworks (this is not explicitly linked to a named IGO) and
applies this to the Arctic and South China Sea. Whilst the reason is
valid, the application is unclear as assumedly the candidate is referring
to UNCLOS which outlines the extent of ocean territory; the link here
to environmental challenges is unclear.

The final paragraph is not relevant to the question.

Overall there are isolated elements of geographical knowledge and
understanding, some of which is inaccurate and irrelevant.

Make sure you tackle all parts of these short essay questions.
Examples would help you build a fuller answer and would have helped
in this response i.e. inclusion of specific IGOs and the actions they have
taken.
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5 marks were awarded here. The opening paragraph presents a clear
line of argument focusing on the issue of competing claims and a
growing need for resources. They also recognise that the focus for the
IGOs has been largely economic rather than environment. This is
explored through the UNCLOS legislation. The candidate then includes
coral bleaching and ocean acidification as evidence for the lack of
success.

Overall the candidate covers each of the component parts of the
question, however the range is relatively narrow with limited reference
to explicit IGOs. This is top level 2 as the response has accurate and
relevant geographical knowledge and understanding but the range is
too narrow for level 3.

Check the wording of the question. If you are writing 'all you know'
about a topic at A level, you have probably missed the point of the
question and your marks will be low.
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Question 6 (c)

This is a 20-mark extended writing question and candidates were asked to evaluate the view
that national identity is easier to define for some countries than others. Candidates found
this question challenging, although a simple balanced approach arguing in favour and
against the statement worked well, as well as a substantiated rational conclusion.

The question focused upon the overarching enquiry question on national sovereignty and
this meant that some candidates appeared to be unaware of this key term despite it being
the driver for enquiry question 4.

The term sovereignty was interpreted widely by candidates and as a result of this
interpretation shifted into a question on national identity so missed the opportunity to
discuss the power of IGOs, trade blocs and TNCs. In addition, there was a large focus by
candidates on how migration has challenged national identity and then many attempts to
then try to link this back to sovereignty. Stronger candidates were able to discuss the issues
of joining trade blocs e.g. the EU and the expectation to allow borders to be permeable thus
giving up this aspect of national sovereignty. Weaker candidates tended to instead focus on
the loss of British identity and the shift to multiculturalism.

Level 2 responses tended to focused on either loss off cultural identity or economic/political
sovereignty but the most successful answers did both.

Stronger answers began with a clear definition of national sovereignty and then discussed
specific IGOs and their role in eroding this sovereignty. These then counter argued this with
ways in which sovereignty is being upheld, e.g. China and North Korea were effectively used,
as well as the unsuccessful nature of independence movements such as in Scotland and
Catalonia.

An important thing for centres to consider is that whilst the use of past papers is expected
and commended, the over-reliance on them can result in candidates expecting certain
questions. In this case many candidates were expecting a solely national identity question
and as a result lacked the dexterity to adapt their examples and responses to the question
focus.
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6 marks were awarded here. The candidate is not able to define the
term national sovereignty in the introduction which is good practice
and convinces the examiner that they are clear on the focus of the
question.

The candidate begins by using the example of China and the role of
foreign TNCs in driving their economic development. Here there is a
lack of focus on the question. The candidate does attempt to focus on
the role of languages but this then shifts into Chinese investment in
other countries.

The candidate then moves onto the UK and the role of migration.
There are some very sweeping and generalised comments made
regarding the role of migrants and the UK perception towards them.
This section of the response does not directly link to sovereignty as the
candidate rightly identifies that the ‘UK is open’ to diverse cultures so it
is unclear what sovereignty has been lost. They could have linked this
to the previous application of the Schengen agreement but even then,
it did not directly apply to the UK. Centres should really look to tackle
the misconceptions that are demonstrated here e.g. ‘that most
migrants live in council homes’. A similar line of argument is then
presented using the USA vs Mexico example.

The conclusion whilst it does summarise the argument of the response
has struggled to understand the nuances of sovereignty and the role
that globalisation plays.
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Having revised carefully, make sure you select appropriate material for
each essay, and only include what is relevant.

Check the question wording and cover all the aspects required, and set
the scene for your supportive examples so they make sense for the
reader. For example, here the inclusion of China has limited merit
unless the candidate was arguing that China has maintained to
maintain sovereignty despite opening up to globalisation due to the
presence of a communist government which is able to exert high
control over its population and borders.
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18 marks were awarded here. The candidate begins by accurately
defining the concept of national sovereignty and this is then linked to
the globalisation focus in the question.

The candidate introduces that sovereignty may be lost by joining trade
blocs particularly the EU. The candidate demonstrates strong
understanding of the role of the EU and this is evidenced through the
inclusion of special examples to provide validity to their argument. The
candidate highlights good practice in summarising their argument at
the end of each paragraph i.e. evaluating the relevance of that section
to the overall question.

The second paragraph focuses on the role of IGOs and explores the
impact of SAPs in Tanzania. Similarly, the candidate looks to evaluate
the paragraph. There is a missed opportunity here as the focus on the
evaluation is on the loss of sovereignty as they are unable to pay back
loans but this is not mentioned previously.

There is a clear counter-argument showing that the response is
balanced as the candidate recognises that the IGOs do not result in a
loss of sovereignty for all countries.

The conclusion is balanced and substantiated drawing the response is
a solid end point.

In an essay like this with several different examples, an evaluative
approach which weighs the evidence and makes a summary statement
is good practice.
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Paper Summary

Centres may like to focus on the following:

20-mark essays work best if there is a plan, perhaps written and certainly in the mind of
the candidate.
All essays should be 'supported by evidence' (third bullet point in the mark scheme). This
might be a series of located examples, case studies, or facts or data, including evidence
from the resource booklet (where appropriate) or a candidate's geographical knowledge.
There was a clear misconception by a number of candidates regarding the difference
between rural and urban environments. This was seen across both optional topics for 3c
and 4c.
Centres may consider the need for a greater amount of teaching time to be spent upon a
number of key areas which underperformed in this exam series. These include:
The role of IGOs in managing the challenges facing oceans (8B.9)
Variables needed to measure the success of development aid and the need for a range of
these (8A.10/8A.11)
The specific nature and role of named IGOs including the World Bank, International
Monetary Fund, World Trade Organisation, and the UN. (8A.3 and 8B.8)
The concept of national sovereignty and how globalisation is threatening this (Enquiry
question 4)
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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