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Introduction
This was the first assessment of the new specification for Advanced GCE in Geography, Paper 2

(9GE0_02). The examination produced some excellent work and teachers are to be congratulated

for the ways many candidates were thoroughly prepared for the demands of the new specification.

The command words and marking criteria, as published in the new specification, will be consistent

throughout the lifetime of the new qualification. It is hoped, therefore, that Centres and candidates

will grow in confidence in knowing what is expected of this new qualification. This report sets out

recommendations to help all teachers and candidates to learn from the best practice seen in this

series.

Paper 2 of the new GCE Geography specification consists of three sections and the examination

includes short open, open response and resource-linked questions. The examination also includes

12-mark and 20-mark extended writing questions.

The examination is undertaken in 2 hours 15 minutes. Whilst there was little evidence that timing

was an issue, there were several papers where candidates attempted both the option questions in

Section B and Section C, completing at least part of each question. Candidates need to be aware

that they are to answer either Q3 or Q4 in Section B, and either Q5 or Q6 in Section C.

There were also some candidates who were short of time on the final questions in Section B and

Section C, with brief essays seen on the 20-mark extended writing questions for Q5d and Q6d.

Many candidates wrote overly excessive answers on the earlier essays, leaving themselves short of

time for the 12-mark and 20-mark extended writing questions. Further discussion and practice in

exam skills are needed to avoid this.

A few answers were seen where candidates wrote about the wrong resource for the question they

were answering, particularly on Q3ai, Q4ai, Q5b and Q6b. Candidates are recommended to read

carefully the figure references in the question to make sure it matches accurately with the material

in the resource booklet.

Paper 2 includes questions related to content for Topic 3 (Globalisation), Topic 4 (Shaping Places),

Topic 7 (Superpowers) and Topic 8 (Global Development and Connections), as given in the new

specification. However, this series revealed that there are some key topics which require further

work to ensure candidates are well prepared for the examination. In this series, candidates

demonstrated a lack of confidence about the local and contrasting areas, human rights,

development aid and national identity.
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Question 1 (a) 

These short answer questions are more challenging than they first appear (see also 3ai, 4ai, 5a and

6a), and relatively few candidates scored full marks. In this question, candidates were asked to

explain a reason why the global shift of industry has had a negative impact on some people in the

developed world. The question asked for only one reason, which must then be extended,

developed or exemplified for further marks. Therefore, selecting a suitable initial reason is crucial,

as it needs to be broad enough for development.

Most candidates were able to explain that unemployment or similar occurred, which could then be

extended with the idea that lower cost labour was available elsewhere. Further developments

frequently seen included lower spending on local services, out-migration, a spiral of decline and

impacts on mental health. Another point seen frequently explained that the unemployed workers

lacked the skills for new jobs in tertiary or quaternary employment. Only one mark is available for

exemplification, which needs to be a detailed point, for example, a place, an industry and several

job losses. Commonly seen were detailed points on Detroit, Leicester and Middlesbrough.

This response scored 4 marks.
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Marks are awarded for cheaper labour (1) available

in developing countries, leading to redundancies in

the UK (1), exemplified through a detailed point

about Teesside job losses as SSI moved out (1).

One further mark was awarded for the spiral of

decline and deindustrialisation. Each of these

could have been explained more fully and linked to

the 'people' in the question, but full marks have

already been obtained.

It is good to use terminology where you can as it

shows geographical knowledge and

understanding.

This response scored 3 marks.
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Marks are awarded for loss of jobs (repeated

throughout the answer), the detail about BT call

centre jobs being relocated to India and thirdly the

reduction in labour costs. In this response, the

obvious omission is a further detail about how

communities and individuals in the UK have been

affected as a result of job losses.

Avoid repeating the same detail in your answer as

a point can only be credited once.
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Question 1 (b) 

There are two 12-mark ‘assess’ questions in this paper and candidates need to find a way to explain

more than one perspective.

In this question, candidates were asked to assess the view that globalisation inevitably damages the

physical environment. There were many possible approaches to this question. One was to consider

ways that globalisation has caused damage to the environment, (often in the developing world) and

to assess which was the most severe. Another perspective was to consider the way the developed

world has benefited by 'exporting' polluting industry and enabling restoration of habitats. Another

frequently seen response was to explain the strategies used to improve the environment.

To achieve Level 3, answers needed to assess whether environmental damage was inevitable,

rather than merely to explain causes of pollution and strategies to reduce damage. These answers

also needed to be explained in the context of globalisation. Many candidates were able to discuss

the impacts of transport and risk of oil spills alongside carbon emissions. Stronger answers did this

in the context of the water and carbon cycles and related this to the global reach of TNCs or the

growth of tourism.

Better answers went on to assess how far containerisation is reducing transport pollution due to

larger, fewer ships and, therefore, fewer oil spills, and also the increasing opportunity for

homeworking and teleworking through the use of IT and social media, so leading to a reduced need

for travel.

Level 2 answers mentioned renewable energy, electric cars and international agreements, such as

Paris 2015 as their counter argument, but did not explain the link to globalisation.

In contrast, Level 3 answers included detailed knowledge, for example, about the role of named

TNCs in seeking to minimise their impact, or else causing the drop in water tables or water

pollution, such as Coca Cola, or the way the leather tanning industry in Ethiopia has polluted water

sources. High level responses also discussed the role of water and energy security in developing

countries and how hyper-urbanisation (slum growth) in Dharavi threatens this due to unsustainable

expansion of Mumbai. Impacts on people were only relevant if linked directly to environmental

damage.

GCE Geography 9GE0 02     7



This response scored 10 marks.
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The answer has several causes of environmental

damage, exemplified by reference to China. Ideas

on resource exploitation, unregulated factories,

rapid urbanisation, deforestation are explained, all

in the context of globalisation. Another perspective

is given by considering the way that ideas have

been shared to develop greener energy supplies

and through the 2015 Paris agreement. Fuller

marks could have been obtained through

assessing how far these strategies are helping the

limitations, and through more support from

detailed information.

When you introduce a counter argument, for

example, about how globalisation has encouraged

environmental protection, make sure you assess

ways in which it has been effective and its

limitations.
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Question 2 (a) (i)

Most candidates were awarded the full 4 marks for this question. The marks for a mathematical

calculation were available through the table of data about the emerging powers and the extent to

which they could be considered superpowers. The mathematics involved was straightforward

(multiplication then addition), but required care to ensure the correct numbers were used.

This response scored 4 marks.
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In this example, all columns are correctly

completed.

Check your answers carefully. It is easy to make

mistakes in this type of question.
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This response scored 2 marks.
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The candidate has completed the weighted rank

scores but has not added the totals.

If you find the calculation questions difficult, make

sure you spend a few moments to do as much as

you can, as you will often score some marks.
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Question 2 (a) (ii)

In this 12-mark extended essay writing question, there were many ways to assess the effectiveness

of the data. For example, the criteria given for each of the countries could be discussed to say

which were more useful than others, and their limitations, such as 'military spending' does not say

whether a country holds nuclear weapons or not.

Secondly, the rankings and weightings criteria could be critically assessed, and reasons suggested.

Thirdly the countries and their rankings could be assessed and explained. Some candidates also

assessed the value of the data itself in terms of its reliability, as it was dated 2015.

It should be noted that there was no need for a lengthy discussion of what emerging powers are, or

about the USA. These 12-mark extended writing questions need to focus only on material relevant

to answering the question.

An overall judgement was made by many candidates, discussing how far the data presented an

accurate summary of the strengths of these emerging powers. Many candidates explained that

China was the closest to be a superpower and were able to support this with evidence from the

data given and their own knowledge.

Typically, lower Level 2 answers tended to describe the data, usually referring to 2-3 columns or

rows of information. Given the amount of information on the table and the knowledge most

candidates brought to the answer, it was not possible in the time to cover all the countries and all

the criteria. The best answers were selective, often choosing China and India, or Brazil. At the top

end of Level 2, most candidates compared data sets, commenting on ways these helped a country

towards being a superpower. The best Level 3 answers demonstrated the candidates’ own

knowledge, for example, Russia’s role as an energy supplier to much of Europe, but also its

expanding geopolitical sphere of influence with vested interests in Syria and hosting of the Winter

Olympics in 2014 and World Cup in 2018. These answers critically assessed the choice of criteria in

the table.
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This response scored 12 marks.
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This answer is not perfect, but it is awarded the full

12 marks as it assesses a range of ideas from the

data given, and also includes own knowledge and

understanding in support. In this example, the

candidate brings in ideas about the geographical

location of Russia contributing to its strength in

projecting power globally.

When a resource is provided for a 12-mark

question, make sure you refer to it throughout but

also draw on your own knowledge.
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This response scored 11 marks.
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The strength of this answer is to discuss each of

the criteria and to suggest what additional

information might have been included to

strengthen the category. For example, by

suggesting that military spending should be shown

as a percentage of the GDP per capita. It also

suggests extra data that could be included and

gives an overall judgement. The weakness in this

response is the lack of focus on individual

countries.

Where data tables are provided, there will be

multiple ways to interpret them. Make sure you

keep the question in your mind and do not merely

describe what you can see.
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Question 3 (a) (i)

The new specification includes a focus on perception and sense of place. It also encourages Centres

and students to use a range of sources of information to find out about contrasting views. Photos

and blogs provide an excellent way to do this.

In this 3-mark question, candidates are asked to suggest one way the writer of a blog presents a

negative view about the regeneration of Hull, through its year as City of Culture 2017. To answer

the question, candidates needed to use the text and/or the photograph to help them say how the

views of the blogger are conveyed. Most candidates were able to identify a way this was done and

lifted an idea from the text, but far fewer were able to develop this for a second or even a third

mark.

This response scored 2 marks.

One mark is scored for recognising that sarcastic

language is used, and a second mark for giving an

example of this. There is no final sentence to

suggest the consequence or implication of this.
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This response scored the full 3 marks.

In this response, the language is described as

harsh, and an example is provided as 'boring' and

'ugly'. A third mark is scored by saying that there is

little benefit for local people.

You need to make three linked points for these

questions. Avoid introducing a new idea.
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Question 3 (a) (ii)

This is a 6-mark, AO1 and AO2 question based on a resource. The weighting is equal with AO1 being

awarded 3 marks and AO2, also 3 marks. Candidates needed to study the resource and suggest

reasons why perceptions may vary in cities, such as Hull, about the success of regeneration.

Candidates needed to use the resource to gain ideas and then develop these using geographical

knowledge and understanding in their answer. These ideas do not need to be specifically lifted

from the resource, but there should be a link.

In this question, there are multiple ideas that could be the starting point for an answer, such as

urban regeneration and, in particular, the City of Culture approach, the involvement of a TNC and

the opinions of locals, businesses, sponsors and tourists. A weakness in this, and other similar

questions involving groups of people, is to start a sentence saying, 'some people think...but others

think...'. This is almost never a successful way to begin an answer as it leads to vague assertions. It is

much better to identify two or three groups by age, length of residence, wealth or employment

status and then to explain how their perceptions might vary.

To obtain a mark at Level 2, candidates needed to begin to explain the perception and not just state

what it is. Whilst there is no requirement to use a located example (and certainly no expectation

that candidates should know anything specifically about Hull), some of the best answers discussed

what had happened in named places. Stratford and Docklands were successfully used here, but

many other places worked well. Some candidates appeared to use their local or contrasting place

here (and also in 3b), and frequently produced excellent answers.

Another theme from the specification that could be used was to examine the role of the media in

creating a perception of a place through social media or tourist websites which may not match that

held by groups.

To obtain a mark at Level 3, candidates typically needed at least two reasons for varying perception.

Although 'age' allows for discussion of many different perspectives, few candidates were able to

develop 'detailed and fully developed' reasons for contrasting age bands, and it was easier to explain

contrasting wealth groups or ethnic backgrounds. Another issue seen was to identify numerous

groups with an outline of their perceptions but then to give very little reasoning for why they held

this view. These answers were usually awarded a mark at Level 2.
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This response scored 4 marks.

Brief consideration is given to the perceptions of

local people, householders, business owners and

local government. Reasons are explained briefly

but none of them are detailed. The point about

HS2 is interesting but such infrastructure

developments are not easy to apply to

regeneration of cities, and much more work was

necessary to explain contrasting perspectives

about its success.
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Rather than briefly state ideas about four groups,

pick two or three and explain briefly what they

might think and suggest in detail why they might

hold these opinions.

This response scored the full 6 marks.
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This is a Level 3 answer because it demonstrates

accurate and relevant understanding throughout.

The use of the Docklands regeneration project,

although from decades ago, is appropriate as it

allows for examination of the contrasting

perceptions held by long term residents with lived

experience of the area, with more recent arrivals

and also with developers. Age is mentioned but

not explained.

Use examples where you can in these short essays

as it helps you be specific about what you are

explaining. Never say 'some people' as it is

important to specify which group you are talking

about.
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Question 3 (b) 

In contrast to Q3aii, the second 6-mark question here is solely based on AO1 knowledge.

Candidates needed to identify a suitable regeneration strategy or strategies used in a specific rural

location, and then explain the limitations. Lengthy explanations of why the places needed

regenerating were not needed, though could provide part of the background to the limitations if

explained carefully. For example, the isolation and slow journey times to Cornwall has meant that

some strategies have struggled to attract enough visitors year on year to sustain a tourism-based

strategy. Some of the best answers were on a local scale, so could be precise about limitations

encountered.

Cornwall was a popular choice, and many discussed the Eden Project, though the best answers also

included another strategy, ideally a contrasting one to allow further limitations to be explained. A

considerable number of candidates named an urban area, perhaps misreading the question.

Centres need to be careful about places chosen for rural study. Small seaside towns and market

towns are often 'rural' in nature but bigger settlements, although surrounded by countryside, lack

rural features. For example, Blackpool and Bournemouth are not rural, and neither is Ipswich. This

is a 'grey area' of geography and Centres are advised to discuss suitable examples in class. Rural

areas differ considerably in the issues they face, and it would not matter if a candidate chose to

write about a declining community or a commuter village, as long as they were precise. (see Option

4A: Regenerating Places and 4A.2/b and c).
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This response scored 5 marks.
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In this example, the candidate has explained

heritage tourism with some limitations towards the

end. A little more depth is needed for full marks.

The difficulty in adjusting from farming to tourism,

for example, is a valid idea but needs further

development to explain the issues experienced.

Likewise, the overcrowding and impacts on the

local community. Candidates should try to offer

some detail or evidence for at least one of these

ideas, for example, the restricted access to

Howarth, or ways quality of life is affected for

locals.

A 'key chain' of linked ideas is a good way to build

a Level 3 answer. Add as many developed ideas as

you can.
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Question 3 (c) 

Candidates are required to write two 20-mark essays in this paper. The skills required for these

extended writing questions are varied and many candidates found these challenging. The

command word in these questions is 'evaluate' and answers needed to find logical connections and

relationships, produce a full and coherent interpretation supported by evidence from their

geographical knowledge and understanding, and then present a balanced argument with a

substantiated conclusion. The mark scheme differentiates between 4 levels of performance with

many candidates struggling to achieve the top marks at Level 3, and very few reaching Level 4.

Candidates are required to study their local area and most seemed able to write fairly coherently

about this place, although the issue of appropriate scale was a concern. However, many candidates

did not have a suitable contrasting place. (See specification 4A.1, 4A.2 and 4A.3 and 4B.1, 4B.2 and

4B.3)

Answers were seen with multiple crossings out as choices were made about which area to discuss

in the answer. Scale was an issue in many answers with attempts made to discuss whole cities

(often London or Detroit), counties (often Cornwall) or even countries (Bolivia, China). All of these

are too large for meaningful comment about the themes of the question. Some of the most

successful answers discussed contrasting districts within one city or took a borough or district in

one city and compared it with another elsewhere, either rural or urban.

Level 2 answers often described the two places, sometimes with some supportive data, and Level 3

answers went on to introduce factors other than low income. Level 4 answers did this for both

areas and made evaluative comments about the relative importance of the different factors in each

area. Weaker answers committed a rubric error when they introduced a third or even a fourth area.

In such answers, the best two areas were credited.

Comments were made about whether some comparisons were impossible, making it difficult for

Level 4 essays to be written. For example, some answers suggested it was not possible to compare

two areas which were similar, or to compare a rural and an urban area. This was not the case.

Successful answers were seen making all sorts of varied comparisons. However, Centres may want

to review the choices of their areas in the light of this year's examination.

The other issue was an understanding of the key term 'deprivation'. This is clearly stated in the

specification (4A.2c), and the additional theme was 'low income' which is studied in the two areas in

4A.1 and 4A.2. Deprivation is a multifaceted concept, meaning the lack of something taken for

granted by the wider population, and is helpfully explained and demonstrated in the Index of

Multiple Deprivation and the DataShine websites.

These show that deprivation is not only income related but also includes the domains of education,

employment, health, crime, housing and the quality of the living environment. It also considers

impacts on children and the elderly. The specification also adds abandoned and derelict land.

Whilst consideration of all these is impractical in a 20-22 minute essay, candidates were expected to

do more than discuss 'deprivation' in general terms.

Good answers went beyond income as a cause of deprivation and discussed the role of education

and government initiatives to regenerate. Candidate also considered how deindustrialisation and

change in function had contributed to problems including low income. Areas that have little

deprivation apparent may well experience 'Barriers to Housing' as young people cannot afford to

stay in the area, and quality of schools can vary considerably within a local area.

GCE Geography 9GE0 02     29



This response scored 18 marks.
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The chosen areas appear to be overly large.

Sweeping statements about Middlesbrough and

Berkshire are made which over-generalise and

simplify the complexity of these places. However,

the essay is marked on its merits and there is

much to be commended.

The Berkshire section is largely about Slough and

its economic success, but then identifies Lambourn

as a place where elderly people experience

deprivation. The Middlesbrough section makes

some detailed comments explaining the levels of

deprivation of different types and the changes

experienced.

The answer goes on to examine other factors

briefly, such as the lack of choice about education

for less well-off families and comes to a coherent

conclusion. There is some detail to support points

made and there is a balance to the answer about

the two areas.

Make sure you cover all the different elements of

the question. In this question you need to mention

two areas, deprivation, low income and other

factors as well.
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This response scored 17 marks, contrasting Corby and Bournemouth
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This is a strong Level 4 answer that lacks precise

data but provides a good sense of place for each of

the areas chosen. There is description of the types

of deprivation experienced in each place, and a

range of reasons is suggested for each. There is

some apparent wandering off from the question to

mention East Anglia and Manchester as well, but

these are in the context of the chosen areas and

used as contrasts, which is acceptable. The

conclusion is rational in the context of the answer

but does not differentiate between the two areas.

Learn the facts about your two areas and practise

planning answers to different questions about

both of your places.
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Question 4 (a) (i)

The new specification includes a focus on perception and sense of place. It also encourages Centres

and students to use a range of sources of information to find out about contrasting views. Photos

and blogs provide an excellent way to do this.

In this 3-mark question, candidates were asked to suggest one way the writer of a blog presents a

negative view of her life in inner-city London. To answer the question, candidates needed to use the

text and/or the photograph to help them say how the views of the blogger are conveyed. Most

candidates were able to identify a way this was done, but fewer were able to develop this for a

second or even a third mark.

This response scored 3 marks.

The initial idea here is that the flat is damp (1) and

the landlord ignores her request for help (1) so she

has to spend extra money on heating (1). There is

also an additional idea about washing clothes and

enclaves forming, but the 3 marks are already

scored.

On these 3-mark questions, count 1, 2, 3 to check

you have covered 3 points in your answer, then

move on.
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Question 4 (a) (ii)

This is a 6-mark, AO1 and AO2 question based on a resource. The weighting is equal with AO1 being

awarded 3 marks and AO2, also 3 marks. Candidates needed to study the resource and suggest

reasons why perceptions of living in an inner-city area, such as in London, may vary. Candidates

needed to use the resource to gain ideas and then develop these using geographical knowledge

and understanding in their answer. These ideas do not need to be specifically lifted from the

resource, but there should be a link.

In this question, there are multiple ideas that could be the starting point for an answer, for

example, migration, raising a family in an inner city, the role of landlords and quality of housing. A

weakness in this, and other similar questions involving groups of people, is to start a sentence

saying, 'some people think...but others think...'. This is almost never a successful way to begin, as it

leads to vague assertions. It is much better to identify two or three groups by ethnicity, age, length

of residence or employment status and then to explain how their perceptions might vary.

To be awarded marks at Level 3, candidates needed to explain the perception and not just state

what it is. Whilst there is no requirement to use a located example (and certainly no expectation at

all that candidates should know anything specifically about inner London), some of the best

answers discussed what had happened in named places. East London and Southall, and parts of

Bradford or Manchester were successfully used, but many other places worked well. Some

candidates appeared to use their local or contrasting place in this question.

Another theme from the specification that could be used was to examine the role of the media in

creating a perception of a place through social media or tourist websites which may not match that

held by groups.

To be awarded marks at Level 3, candidates typically needed at least two reasons for varying

perception. Although 'age' allows for discussion of many different perspectives, few were able to

develop 'detailed and fully developed' reasons for contrasting age bands, and it was easier to explain

contrasting wealth groups or ethnic backgrounds. Another issue seen was to identify numerous

groups with an outline of their perceptions but then to give very little reasoning for why they held

this view. These answers were usually awarded marks at Level 2.
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This response scored 6 marks.
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In this example, the candidate has explained two

age groups, wealth and ethnicity as reasons for

contrasting perceptions.

As well as stating reasons for different perceptions,

make sure you explain the reasons they are held

by each group of people.
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Question 4 (b) 

In contrast to Q4aii, the second 6-mark question here is solely based on AO1 knowledge. In this

question, candidates were asked to explain why people have different opinions about rural living

space, with reference to a named place. Candidates needed to identify a suitable rural area and

then use specific ideas relevant to that place.

Very few candidates were able to do this successfully and were unable to score full marks. A

minority of candidates chose to write about areas that were not rural. For answers that were rural,

there was often little reference to the place in the answer. Some of the best answers were on a

local scale, so could be precise about the different perceptions of the place. Candidates should

avoid writing about 'some people' and be precise about which group they are thinking about.

Centres need to be careful about rural places chosen for study. Seaside towns and market towns

are often 'rural' in nature but bigger settlements, although surrounded by countryside, lack rural

features. Blackpool and Bournemouth are not rural, and neither is Ipswich. This is 'grey area' of

geography and Centres are advised to discuss suitable examples in class. Rural areas differ

considerably in the issues they face, and it would not matter if a candidate chose to write about a

remote place or a commuter village, as long as they were precise. (See specification Option 4B:

Diverse Places and 4B.5abc).
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This response scored 5 marks.
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This answer has several different opinions with

well-explained reasons about a rather general

area. Cornwall, though commonly used, is rather

large, and apart from the percentage figure at the

end, there is little that is specific about it.

Age, ethnicity and gender are identified but only

two of these are explained with some detail. The

candidate then adds the comment that 'personal

perspective' influences opinion but does not go on

to explain this. Of course, individuals within any of

the identified groups may think very differently to

the majority, and opinions may change with time

or circumstances. For example, a young person

who wishes to set up a design business having left

Falmouth University may see Cornwall as an ideal

location, but an elderly person's opinions about

their remote village may alter when they can no

longer drive.

Never use the phrase 'some people'. Be precise

and identify the group who you are writing about.
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Question 4 (c) 

Candidates are required to write two 20-mark essays in this paper. The skills required for these

extended writing questions are varied and many candidates found these challenging. The

command word in these questions is 'evaluate' and answers needed to find logical connections and

relationships, produce a full and coherent interpretation supported by evidence from their

geographical knowledge and understanding, and then present a balanced argument with a

substantiated conclusion. The mark scheme differentiates between 4 levels of performance with

many candidates struggling to achieve the top marks at Level 3, and very few reaching Level 4. In

this question, candidates need understanding of the key concepts as well as two clear places to use

as source material for their arguments.

Candidates are required to study their local area and most seemed able to write fairly coherently

about this place, although the issue of appropriate scale was a concern. However, many candidates

did not have a suitable contrasting place. (See specification 4B.1, 4B.2 and 4B.3).

Answers were seen with multiple crossings out as choices were made about which area to discuss

in the answer. Scale was an issue in many answers with attempts made to discuss whole cities

(often London or Detroit), counties (often Cornwall) or even countries (Bolivia, China). All of these

are too large for meaningful comment about the themes of the question. Some of the most

successful answers discussed contrasting districts within one city or took a borough or district in

one city and compared it with another elsewhere, either rural or urban.

Level 2 answers often described the two places, sometimes with some supportive data, and Level 3

went on to introduce factors other than low income. Level 4 did this for both areas and made

evaluative comments about the relative importance of the different factors in each area. Weaker

answers committed a rubric error when they introduced a third or even a fourth area. In such

answers, the best two areas were credited.

Comments were made about whether some comparisons were impossible, making it difficult for

Level 4 essays to be written. For example, some answers suggested it was not possible to compare

two areas which were similar, or to compare a rural and an urban area. This was not the case.

Successful answers were seen making all sorts of varied comparisons. However, Centres may want

to review the choices of their areas in the light of this year's examination.

The other issue was an understanding of the key term 'population characteristics'. This is clearly

stated in the specification (4B.2) and the additional theme was international migration which is

studied in 4B.3b as well as 4B.7. There are several aspects to 'population characteristics' including

age structure, gender and ethnicity. Many candidates only wrote about ethnicity, usually restricting

the mark to Level 2 or a lower mark at Level 3.

Whilst consideration of each of these in both areas may have been impractical in a 20-22 minute

essay, candidates were expected to do more than discuss the ethnicity of the two areas in general

terms. Good answers explained the role of international migration in affecting characteristics, in

terms of level of ethnicity in the two areas. Candidates also evaluated the impact on size of families

and percentage of elderly or families in the areas, and even life expectancy. Other reasons for

differences in the characteristics should have been evaluated as well, for example, whether the

area was subject to counter urbanisation or retirement migration, or whether regeneration or a

successful economic base attracted younger people into the area from elsewhere in the UK.
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This response scored 17 marks.
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Two contrasting areas are chosen, and the

contributions of international and internal

migration to their population characteristics are

examined. There is some evidence in support and

a rational conclusion. For a higher mark, a wider

range of reasons for differences between the

places could have been explored, and other

population characteristics could have been

discussed.

Use factual evidence to back up your points.
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Question 5 (a) 

In this question, as in Q1a, there are 4 linked points for extending one reason. Candidates were

asked to explain one reason why attitudes to gender equality in education vary greatly between

countries. The most common answers related to extreme religion and secondly, the level of

development of a country. However, candidates tended to stray into more than one reason and so

wrote a lot but did not manage to access the full marks.

It should also be noted that the situation in Saudi Arabia is changing rapidly, and that whilst in the

past women had lower literacy rates than men, this is no longer the case.

This response scored 2 marks.

In this response, 1 mark is awarded for the reason

related to the level of development and 1 mark for

the extension about the role of women who are

expected to raise children and stay at home. The

rest of the answer repeats the question.
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Avoid long introductions or repetitiveness in these

4-mark questions.

This response scored the full 4 marks. This is an example with two separate reasons, only one of

which can be credited. The second reason has a fuller range of points so is credited.
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The first stated reason is related to the level of

development in the UK and is extended for one

mark with the comment about gender equality. A

further point is awarded for equal pay (which is

losing focus as the question is about education).

Therefore, this response is awarded 2 marks.

There is then a second reason about Islamic

religious based views (1), where men are seen as

superior (1), which means that women are seen as

housewives and child bearers (1), and because this

is perpetuated through the education system this

is not changing (1).

Note that 'religion' is not given a mark unless

explained as informing the law or education

practice of the country, or stated as 'extremist'.

Many religions support the education of all.
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Question 5 (b) 

In this question, candidates were required to suggest how the postage stamp shows that humans

rights have become important in international agreements. The answer needed to use information

derived from the resource (AO2) and develop ideas using the candidates' own knowledge and ideas

(AO1). Many answers achieved one of these assessment objectives, but not both.

There were numerous features on the stamp that could have been used to build an answer.

Frequently, the people on the stamp were referred to, for example, identified as both male and

female and from different countries. Indeed, the people on the stamp were identified from four

continents, so demonstrating India's recognition that human rights include gender and ethnic

equality and operate globally. There was no expectation that candidates should recognise the four

people on the stamp, but many candidates did, and also identified some of the causes they

championed. Plausible alternative names were also credited.

Some candidates were able to make links to sanctions that the international community has made

against countries which do not respect human rights, for example, Russia's invasion of Crimea.

Some candidates discussed other international agreements where countries have come together to

improve human rights.

Candidates need to be clear about the difference between general human rights to quality of life

and basic needs, and the 30 specific Human Rights enshrined in the 1948 Universal Declaration of

Human Rights. Stronger answers to this, and Q5c, were able to discuss some of these specific

rights.

A few answers were seen where candidates wrote about the wrong stamp for the question they

were answering.
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This response scored 6 marks.
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The candidate has taken inspiration from several

ideas on the stamp. The 'influential people' are

discussed at the beginning and the end of the

answer. Knowledge is shown in explaining they

were advocates for human rights, that they come

from different countries and some general points

about what they included.

International agreements are mentioned in terms

of the United Court of Human Rights (candidate

means the European Court), and refers to isolation

of countries who do not respect them.

When faced with an unfamiliar resource, do not

panic. Study it carefully and check what the

question is asking and draw on your studies in

class to build an answer.
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Question 5 (c) 

The 8-mark essay questions have similar marking criteria to 6-mark essay questions. A 'broad range'

of geographical ideas is required, which should be 'detailed and fully developed'. This would mean at

least two ideas or themes. Exemplification is almost essential though not specified.

In this 8-mark question, candidates were asked to explain how development aid can be used to

improve human rights. Most candidates structured their answers by the examples or types of

development aid, and a few, by the Human Rights that was the focus of the aid.

As mentioned in Q5b, Centres need to be clear about the difference between general human rights

to quality of life and basic needs, and the 30 specific Human Rights enshrined in the 1948 Universal

Declaration of Human Rights. Stronger answers to this question were able to discuss some of these

specific rights.

The question also required an understanding of development aid, and candidates needed to relate

this to meeting the human rights. Exemplification from two detailed development aid examples

helped towards a mark at Level 3. When more than three examples were used, answers tended to

become superficial 'headlines' that did not explain. Frequently seen was a discussion about aid

given to people with Ebola in west Africa, and to people in Haiti following the earthquake in 2010.

These worked best if focus was given to meeting specific human rights rather than general 'help'.

Development aid may be delivered through government, military or NGO routes, and sometimes

there is overlap. Discussion of any of these was acceptable. It should be noted that both

‘development’ and ‘military aid’ are complex terms. Aid contributing to development is multifaceted,

including, for example, humanitarian relief, but also infrastructure improvement, health

programmes, both short term and long term, and more controversially, encouragement towards

democracy and training of the recipient's military forces. Aid given via governments or through the

military often has conditions attached, and whilst these could be justified as contributing to

'development', this would need to be explained. A short essay like this was not expected to explore

these issues, and very few answers did so.
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This response scored 7 marks.
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This answer is focused on human rights from the

start and explains how different types of aid have

been used to improve both specific (included in the

UDHR), and general rights.

Haiti, Pakistan and Kenya are used as the

examples for ways that aid has helped improve

access to water, education and livelihoods.

Government (US Aid in education), and military aid

(UK work in Kenya), are mentioned here, with the

Haiti example less specific. Three examples are

included with some detailed support. There is

range but it is not all 'fully developed'.

Make sure you tackle both parts of these short

essay questions. In this question, you need to

discuss both development aid and human rights.
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Question 5 (d) 

This is a 20-mark extended writing question and candidates were asked to evaluate the view that

economic development always has negative consequences for minority groups. Candidates found

this question challenging, although a simple balanced approach arguing in favour and against the

statement worked well, as well as a substantiated rational conclusion. Most candidates agreed with

the statement, but there were strong counter arguments from some candidates offering examples

of minority groups who have benefited.

Knowledge about specific minority groups was poor. Many candidates gave generalised assertions

based on very little evidence about the experience of First Nation Canadians and Aboriginal and

Torres Strait Islanders. The weakest answers lacked a clear reference to minority groups and

candidates wrote about the problems of whole countries in the developing world or large parts of

people in UK cities.

Some stronger answers were based on minority groups in the candidate's local area of study from

the Shaping Places part of the course. Other stronger answers referred to disabled service people

and were able to explain how economic development had benefited these groups through

investment or training.

The reality in any example is nuanced as some minority groups benefit, or suffer more, than others.

For example, some answers evaluated the complex situation in the tar sands area of Alberta,

Canada. In this example, the Fort McKay First Nation companies have successfully negotiated

financial benefits for every member of their group, whilst other groups have experienced far more

negative consequences of the economic development in their ancestral lands.

Candidates need to avoid getting lost in referencing several examples and make sure they have a

clear structure which stays focused on the question.
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This response scored 18 marks.
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This essay has contrasting minority groups from

several different locations who are experiencing

different types of largely, but not exclusively,

negative consequences. Two contrasting examples

from USA are evaluated, along with a more

positive example from Australia. The comments

about the pro-gun lobby in the USA are not really

relevant, and whilst inclusion of up-to-date

examples is to be commended, the minority group

is less clear here.

There is detailed evidence for each example, and

there is ongoing evaluation for each paragraph.

For full marks this answer needed a stronger

conclusion, and more explanation about why

groups experience negative consequences.

In an essay like this with several different

examples, an evaluative approach which weighs

the evidence and makes a summary statement is

good practice.
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Question 6 (a) 

In this question, candidates were asked to explain one way in which physical geography determines

national borders. The most common answers referred to mountain ranges, followed by rivers.

Candidates struggled to go much further, and some seemed to lack confidence in this part of the

specification. Frequently seen extensions were to name two countries and the river or mountain

range that divided them. These answers then went on to explain the consequences, perhaps in

terms of limiting trade or contact, resulting in a separate language or culture. A small number of

candidates explored other extension points, including the difficulty of crossing the physical

boundary, which inhibits migration or could be useful defensively.

It is important to note that 'mountain' or 'mountains' was not enough. Many countries have

mountains that are not borders; it is a mountainous region or a range that presents the clear

physical divide that often became a border in the past.

This response scored the full 4 marks.

The physical feature identified is a mountain range

(1), exemplified through Pyrenees, France and

Spain (1). The difficulty in invasion is then credited

(1) as is the flow of people (1).
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Know your examples well. In this case, naming a

mountain range or a river was not enough as the

question is about borders, so it’s important to say

which countries shared the border.

This response scored 1 mark.

The only creditable point is 'oceans'. The UK needs

another country to be divided from, and the rest of

the answer does not provide creditable extensions.
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Question 6 (b) 

In this question, candidates were required to suggest how the postage stamp shows that IGOs have

become important in managing global environmental issues. This answer needed to use

information derived from the resource (AO2) and develop ideas using the candidates' own

knowledge and ideas (AO1). Many answers achieved one of these assessment objectives, but not

both.

There were numerous features on the stamp that could have been used to build an answer. A few

answers were seen where candidates wrote about the wrong stamp for the question they were

answering.

This response scored the full 6 marks.
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In this response, there are some AO2 references to

the stamp and additional comments that build on

these to show knowledge and understanding

about the topic. 'Conservation research' is

developed through the comments about

protecting the unique environment from

development, and the role of IGOs in bringing

countries together to prevent exploitation which

will damage habitats.

When faced with an unfamiliar resource, do not

panic. Study it carefully and check what the

question is asking and draw on your studies in

class to build an answer.
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Question 6 (c) 

The 8-mark essays have a similar marking criteria to 6-mark essays. A 'broad range' of geographical

ideas is required, which should be 'detailed and fully developed'. This would usually mean at least

two ideas or themes. Exemplification is a useful route for many candidates, though not essential. In

this question, candidates were asked to explain why the movement of labour is unrestricted within

many countries. Most candidates structured their answers by the examples of migration, or by

reasons it is either welcomed or restricted by governments or businesses.

An issue with responses to this question was the fact that many candidates read the question as

asking about why movement was unrestricted within countries, rather than within a country.

Freedom of movement within the EU is one of the 'four freedoms' of the Treaty of Rome. This

interpretation of the question was permitted. There were sound discussions of the EU and the

Schengen agreement with responses showing accurate knowledge and examples of why movement

was allowed.

Candidates needed to explain reasons why freedom of movement is allowed, and very few could

do this in any depth. Good answers discussed the way labour reacts to conglomeration,

specialisation, economies of scale and productivity. The UK provides an excellent example of this

and good answers were able to discuss the economic growth of London, attracting skilled and

motivated workers, the shift to tertiary and quaternary employment, the role of universities, and

the need for health and care workers all over the country as the UK population ages.

One way to build a fuller answer would be to make explanations for places where labour

movement is unrestricted, and to contrast this with a place where it is restricted, either by

government, for example, China through the Hukou system (though this is now beginning to be

changed), or through lack of knowledge or transport availability.
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This response scored 3 marks.

This answer raises several relevant reasons but

does not go on to exemplify or develop these.

Benefits to the economy are identified, and the

need for movement after deindustrialisation.
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Make sure you tackle all parts of these short essay

questions. Examples would help you build a fuller

answer and would have helped in this response.

This response scored the full 8 marks.
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This short answer takes a theoretical approach and

rationally argues why it is economically

advantageous to a country to allow freedom of

movement. Points are clearly explained, and

terminology and models are used accurately

showing geographical knowledge and

understanding.

Answers do not have to be long to score full marks.

Think carefully about what you are being asked

and respond using succinct phrasing and

appropriate terminology.
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Question 6 (d) 

This is a 20-mark extended writing question and candidates were asked to evaluate the view that

national identity is easier to define for some countries than others. Candidates found this question

challenging, although a simple balanced approach arguing in favour and against the statement

worked well, as well as a substantiated rational conclusion. Most candidates agreed with the

statement, but only some were able to give reasons why some nations' identity is easier to define

than others. There is a need for definitions to be clear before an answer is developed. 'National

identity' is a complex term in itself, shaped by the country's level of unity, which in turn is

influenced by its history, level of isolation, degree of migration and other factors. A 'country' always

includes many different people groups within it (defined by age, gender, ethnicity, wealth, place of

origin), who will each perceive their own identity differently.

Answers that did little more than describe the national identity in different places tended to achieve

lower marks at Level 2. To achieve more highly, candidates needed to explain why national

identities are more clearly defined. Some stated that certain countries had a strong national

identity but were unable to explain why.

Successfully contrasted exemplars seen were Iceland, Singapore and UK. Level 3 and 4 answers

should explain the reasons for clearer or less clear definitions of national identity and come to a

conclusion about which is the most significant.

Some candidates wrote ‘headlines’ identifying reasons for varying ease of definition of national

identity (size of country, amount of migration, common language/history), but then failed to

substantiate this with exemplification. Others identified characteristics, such as Iceland naming

practices was a popular theme, or that Russia had strong national identity but did not say what this

consists of, or why it might occur. In these cases, candidates were unable to explain how these

contributed to national identity.
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This response scored 16 marks.
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Clear definitions help the candidate focus on

relevant material and contrasting examples. In this

response, Japan, Iceland, USA and Singapore are

contrasted and reasons for the differences in

national identity are identified and explained.

The essay lacks coherence in places owing to its

written style and has a weak structure. However, it

is well focused on the question throughout and

has a range of contrasting examples and explains

reasons for different levels of distinctiveness in

identities. These are not always specifically linked

to individual countries which limits the mark.

However, the evaluation is ongoing and there is a

rational and substantiated conclusion.

In an essay like this with several different

examples, an evaluative approach which weighs

the evidence and makes a summary statement is

good practice.
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Paper Summary
Based on performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Read carefully the instructions for each question you are answering. Remember in Section B you

are answering either Q3 or Q4, but not both. In Section C you are answering either Q5 or Q6, but

not both.

Use definitions and introductions carefully and selectively. They do not need to be long but

should include contested terms such as 'aid', 'country' and 'national identity'. Also include terms

that have a common meaning in English, but a specific or extended geographical meaning, such

as 'development', 'deprivation' or 'minority groups'.

Learn facts about your local place and your contrasting place and be ready to answer a range of

questions about these places. They should have different features, and the contrasting place

should be chosen carefully.

Remember that textbooks only provide an introduction to each topic. You will need to read more

widely to build a fuller understanding of each topic to achieve a high grade in the essay

questions, particularly the 12-mark and 20-mark extended writing questions.

Remember that the 12-mark 'assess' questions need a balanced argument, usually giving more

than one perspective. The 20-mark ‘evaluate’ questions must have a conclusion.

If the question refers to a resource material in the accompanying Resource Booklet, read the

question carefully to make sure you are using the right one and refer to it in your answer.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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