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Introduction
The June 2016 paper was found to be accessible to candidates across the ability range. It
is pleasing to see that there are now a smaller number of non-completed scripts as well as
fewer candidates who do not complete their answers in the space provided. Unfortunately
there was some evidence that candidates did not always have a clear focus on the question
set, particularly in Question 3(b) and Question 4(c).
As in previous series Question 2 (‘Coasts’) and Question 4 (‘Rebranding’) were by far the
most popular and Question 3 (‘Unequal Spaces’) the least.
Although there was the usual range in performance there were far fewer candidates
committing a rubric offence. As with the last examination series, there were some
outstanding results at the top-end and centres and their candidates are to be congratulated
for preparing their candidates so well.
The quality of responses associated with the 15 mark fieldwork and research questions
continues to improve, particularly in Question 2(b) on coastal management and Question
4(b) on rebranding. Due to the hard work of the centres, candidates seem to be gaining
a better understanding of the demands of this part of the examination through the use of
past papers, mark schemes and other assessment-focused resources. It is pleasing that
many centres are continuing to use the specification to match the fieldwork and research
that they carry out to the requirements of the specification. Many candidates are also
recognising more fully the role of ‘research’, with some candidates explaining how they
researched Shoreline Management Plans as a precursor for investigating the success of
coastal management. Unfortunately, as noted in previous reports, there was still evidence
that candidates were writing what appeared to be pre-rehearsed responses, which in many
instances were not specifically answering the question set. This was particularly evident in
the Extreme Weather section where many candidates in Question 1(b) described the results
and conclusions of their fieldwork and research on flood risk as opposed to the impacts of
a flood event.
As stated in previous reports, the part (a) questions are always about responding to the
resources which have been provided. Rehearsing how to respond to photographs, data
and maps is an important skill to encourage prior to taking the exam (e.g. by using these
resources as starters at the beginning of lessons), allowing candidates to deal with patterns,
trends and anomalies. It is also very important that candidates establish whether the task
is one of description or explanation. It is certainly not a place to deliver detailed or wideranging case studies. Some candidates were restricted to Level 1 in the part (a) of some
questions, such as Question 4(a), as they did not offer an explanation but instead simply
described the trends shown in the resource.
The final group of examination questions are those in which candidates are encouraged to
use a range of examples or case study information to support their responses. Examiners
noted that the responses to these questions are now showing a pleasing improvement with
many candidates showing a greater depth of knowledge and/or range of detail. This was
particularly evident in Question 2(c) where there were some very detailed and informative
responses to the conflicts between named stakeholders arising from coastal developments.
It was particularly pleasing to see the case study of Dibden Bay being used in an appropriate
way at last. One area where centres can help develop the candidates' answers is in
developing the sense of place of the area that they are studying. In Question 3(c) and
Question 4(c) there was often a lack of understanding of the causes of deprivation (Question
3(c)) and in particular the reasons some areas needed rebranding. In Question 4(c) many
candidates instead wrote about the rebranding process and so were restricted to Level 1
marks.
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Question 1 (a)
Candidates needed to focus on the possible variation in the impacts of a winter storm event
on the British Isles. Some candidates described the variation in wind speeds shown on the
map but did not suggest how these variations might cause variations in impacts. Impacts
could be both economic and social and should have been related to population density,
coastal/inland and upland/lowland areas as suggested by the resource. Many candidates
related the wind speeds and the synoptic chart to correctly identify impacts such as flooding
and storm surges as well as wind damage.
In this example the candidate has made good use of both maps in Figure 1.
There are also a range of impacts which are well linked to the meteorological processes.The
response shows some exemplification and good terminology.
It was awarded Level 3,10 marks.
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Examiner Comments

Many resources such as this (and that
for Question 4(a)) have two parts to
them.To gain Level 3 marks, candidates
are expected to reference all parts of
the resource in their response.

Examiner Tip

Using the key words from the study of
extreme weather such as lag time and
storm surges lifts the answer within
the level awarded.
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Question 1 (b)
Unlike last year when many candidates carefully read the question set, this year many
responses to this question focused on flood risk as opposed to the impacts of a flood event.
A minority also ignored the need for results and conclusions of their fieldwork and instead
gave a description of a case study of an extreme weather event such as the Boscastle Flood
of 2004 or Hurricane Katrina. These answers were self-penalising. Yet it was pleasing to see
in other responses a great variety of techniques being used, such as the measurement of
‘stand lines’ for flood events as well as targeted questionnaires and interviews.
This candidate gives a description of both the results and conclusions (implied) of a range of
fieldwork and research techniques, in particular showing good use of group fieldwork. There
is also specific locational detail and good linkage to the impacts of an identified extreme
weather event. Although there is good use of terminology it was considered that there
were not enough detailed conclusions for full marks. The response was awarded Level 4, 14
marks.
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Examiner Comments

The most successful candidates focused on the results
and conclusions of their fieldwork and research on the
impacts of named and located extreme weather events
as opposed to the less successful who wrote generic
answers with little sense of place.

Examiner Tip

This answer was particularly strong on well-located
fieldwork. The answer could have been improved by
clearly stating how the results collected led to the
candidate being able to make specific conclusions on
the impacts of the extreme weather event.
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Question 1 (c)
Although many candidates successfully explained the success of different strategies used
to manage the impacts of extreme weather events a minority did not read the question
carefully enough and as a result did not explain the success of the strategies. Others also
misread the question and did not relate their answer to how the strategy reduced the
impacts of extreme weather. These responses were therefore self-penalising.
This is an example of a response where a lack of understanding of the difference between
the command words 'describe' and 'explain' has limited the marks that can be awarded to
the candidate. It was awarded 4 marks.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate unfortunately had a limited explanation of the
strategies used and instead described a list of strategies.
There is a lack of explanation as to how these strategies
could manage the impacts of extreme weather. The candidate also needed to indicate how successful these strategies
were.

Examiner Tip

In questions such as these candidates are encouraged
to carefully read the command words in the question
and ensure that they answer the question set.
Centres could help improve candidates' performance
by spending time on deconstructing the key words in
these 10 mark extended writing questions so that they
focus on the question set.
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Question 2 (a)
Most candidates successfully used the prompts shown on the resource to clearly explain
the physical processes leading to some coastlines being more vulnerable to flooding than
others. At the top end, candidates contrasted the vulnerability of southern England due to
isostatic downwarping to the vulnerability of low lying Pacific islands due to eustatic change.
A minority did not read the question carefully enough and were side-tracked into explaining
how human factors, such as management, also make some coasts more vulnerable than
others. These were self-penalising.
The following candidate’s response makes detailed use of Figure 2 with a consideration
of the causes of flooding.
They suggest why some places are more vulnerable than others with good use of
geographical terminology. This is a Level 3 response which was awarded 9 marks.
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Examiner Comments

As noted in previous reports, the relevant use
of the key words of the question (in this case
physical factors) in the response ensures that the
subsequent answer is focused on the question set.

Examiner Tip

A key characteristic of Level 3 answers is good
terminology. The example clearly used good
terminology and centres should encourage
their candidates to develop a glossary of the
key terms in each of their units of study.
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Question 2 (b)
Although in previous reports it has been stressed that pre-learnt answers rarely exactly
fit the question set, it was still evident that some candidates describe their fieldwork and
research experience, in this case on the management of the coast, as opposed to describing
the results and conclusions of their fieldwork and research. These answers were therefore
self-penalising. Yet at the top end, centres must be congratulated for the detailed range of
fieldwork and research techniques that they have carried out as well as the results that this
fieldwork and research gave.
This candidate gave a good description of both results and conclusions from a range of
fieldwork and research with specific details of location and good links to effective coastal
management. There were some language errors which kept it from achieving maximum
marks. It is a Level 4 response which was awarded 14 marks.
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Examiner Comments

Regrettably a small minority of candidates
wrote a response that described the
management at the coast with no attempt to
describe the results and conclusions of the
fieldwork and research they had carried out.

Examiner Tip

SPAG is a key part of the levels-based mark
scheme and candidates are reminded to ensure
the correct spelling of technical language.
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Question 2 (c)
It was pleasing that the improvement in the knowledge-based 10 mark essay questions
was continued this year. At last Dibden Bay was a useful example to use to show how
conflicts between stakeholders could arise from coastal developments. Many candidates
clearly understood the role of coastal development in creating conflicts between a variety of
stakeholders.
This response was well focused on the conflicts between identified stakeholders and so was
awarded Level 3, 8 marks.
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Examiner Comments

Although there was no need to have named places to
answer this question, as an example could be a stakeholder
or development, it was difficult to gain full marks without a
named place. Centres are reminded that the best answers
to these types of question will usually marry place specific
detail with geographical theory and concepts.

Examiner Tip

This response would have gained higher marks if it had
a little more case study detail such as the numbers of
second homes or how much money would be brought
into the area by this development.
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Question 3 (a)
The resource was found to be accessible by the vast majority of candidates. Most clearly
explained the causes of the lack of affordable housing but some struggled to then explain
the consequences. Many could offer only an explanation of an impact being a lack of
affordable housing rather than the social and economic changes that such demographic
changes generate.
The candidate here makes good use of Figure 3 to identify a range of causes and impacts
with some details on the causes and consequences of the lack of affordable housing in rural
areas. The response was awarded Level 3, 8 marks.
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Examiner Comments

It is important for candidates to realise that different types of
rural areas will have different aspects of inequalities. Centres
are encouraged to at least discuss the differences between
rural areas that are undergoing depopulation as well as those
increasing in population due to counter-urbanisation.

Examiner Tip

The response could have been improved through better
use of terminology and perhaps some development of
the social impacts of the lack of affordable housing.
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Question 3 (b)
The question was clearly focused on the fieldwork and research on the schemes used
to reduce inequality. It was pleasing to see that many centres had taken on board the
comments made in last year’s report and only a minority of candidates ignored the key
command words and merely wrote how they investigated spatial inequalities.
This is a good answer that describes the fieldwork and research into a named scheme in an
urban area. It was awarded Level 3, 12 marks.
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Examiner Comments

It is important to realise that, when
planning fieldwork for this option, schemes
to reduce inequality must be investigated.
Candidates are expected to have knowledge
of the scheme and some understanding on
how the scheme could reduce inequalities.

Examiner Tip

The answer could have been
improved by having a greater
range of temporal as well as spatial
fieldwork and research described.
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Question 3 (c)
This was a question that elicited variable responses. Some candidates gave a wide range
of socio-economic causes of why inequalities developed with good linkage to named urban
areas. Others, unfortunately, wrote very generic answers and so were self-penalising. A
small minority discussed rural inequalities.
This candidate has a detailed explanation of socio economic causes.
The response was awarded Level 3, 8 marks.
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Examiner Comments

Centres are encouraged to ensure that
candidates understand that inequalities
can vary both spatially as well as
between, and within, groups.
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Examiner Tip

Although the candidate clearly shows that they
had a good understanding of the inequalities in
Hackney they could have gained higher marks
by clearly distinguishing between causes and
consequences of this inequality.

Question 4 (a)
This question proved popular with the majority of candidates and many were able to suggest
correct reasons for the trends in the additional income in Stratford. Some, however, ignored
the resource and wrote their case study of the London Olympic Games. This meant that they
missed two of the three trends and so were self-penalising. Unlike last year there were no
rubric offences where candidates wrote about rural areas.
The candidate here makes detailed use of Figure 4. There are detailed reasons for trends in
income levels. The response was awarded high Level 3 marks.
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Examiner Comments

Centres should remind candidates
that they must use the resource in
questions like these, and not simply
use them as an excuse to write
another 10 mark case study essay.

Examiner Tip

The candidate shows good examination
technique as they have suggested reasons
for the three trends in the resource as well as
using all of the resource (photographs and the
line graph). It is also concise – a key skill that
centres should impress upon their candidates.
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Question 4 (b)
As with the companion question (Question 3(b)), this question was looking for some details
on the rebranding schemes that were the focus of the subsequent fieldwork and research. A
substantial minority simply wrote about their fieldwork and research experience and did not
link this to rebranding schemes that had been put in place.
This response gives a detailed description of both the results and conclusions of a range
of fieldwork and research techniques that focused on the need for rebranding in a named
place. Level 4 marks were awarded.
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Examiner Comments

As usual, the weakest responses were
unfocused on the question, mainly consisting of
lists of fieldwork – a ‘narrative’ of the day out.

Examiner Tip

This candidate clearly focused their answer on the
success of rebranding by using a pleasing range of
both spatial and temporal fieldwork and research.
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Question 4 (c)
A substantial minority of candidates found this question very challenging. Although clearly
flagged in the specification, many candidates only briefly explained one, or sometimes two,
reasons why an area needed rebranding before explaining how it was rebranded and the
success of this rebranding.
This response gives details about the chosen area. There are a range of explanations of
reasons for the need to rebrand, it was awarded Level 3 marks.
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Examiner Comments

In all geography a sense of place is essential and centres are
reminded that a geographical background to the present day is
an essential part of explaining the rebranding process.

Examiner Tip

The candidate has written a solid account of
Detroit but then wasted time by writing on
another urban area. Candidates are reminded
to always read the entire question carefully.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in the June 2016 6GE02 paper, candidates are offered the
following advice:
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•

Ensure you use all of the information in a resource question, such as wind speeds/
synoptic information in Question 1(a) and data and photographs in Question 4(a)

•

Read the fieldwork and research questions very carefully. They will never be a general
description of a fieldwork day but they will be specifically linked to key themes in the
specification

•

A description of results must include some quantification of the results obtained,
i.e. ‘This research showed that the total costs of the flood event exceeded £1.4 million’
and not qualified descriptions such as, ‘This research showed that the total costs of the
flood event were very high’

•

To answer a question that assesses the success or effectiveness of a management
scheme some detail on the scheme is essential

•

Ensure you read the essay style question carefully and do not write all you know about a
particular case study, i.e. in Question 4(c) the question only required information on why
an area needed rebranding and not how it was rebranded.

•

Please refer to previous Principal Examiners’ reports for other suggestions on improving
candidates' performance. Centres are also reminded to make full use of the Unit 2
presentations and example work that are available on the Edexcel website and Edexcel
Communities.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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