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Introduction
Overall, candidates responded well to this paper, both sources proved to be accessible to
candidates and very few answer spaces were left blank. Many candidates appeared to be
well prepared for the exam. The longer questions, such as question 6 and the essays which
require students to assess the effectiveness of the arguments and evidence, were answered
well with evaluation of evidence and arguments demonstrated.
Section A
The source for this section was an article exploring the proposal to make London the
world's first National Park City. Candidates responded positively to this topic and showed
an excellent appreciation of the issues involved and the underlying principles of change and
progress highlighted in the questions.
Section B
In contrast the section for this source was looking backwards in time at the history of moral
issues surrounding the concept of a 'Just War' and how relevant these matters are becoming
in today's world of global politics with democracies under threat from terrorism. Candidates
also responded well to these concerns and showed an impressive grasp of the relationships
between moral issues and technology.
Section C
Three times as many candidates attempted question 12 compared to question 13 but there
was a wealth of well-written and knowledgeable essays on both topics. Many students wrote
comprehensive, balanced and well thought out responses; the arguments presented were
generally coherent and well-organised, although the quality of expression was sometimes
inconsistent.
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Question 1 (a)
This is a straightforward two-part question asking candidates to explain the significance of
two terms in the context of the source - 'social construct' and 'notional park' - both of which
were variations on the theme of 'ideas' and many candidates did recognise this. In 1a many
also correctly identified that a national park does not have to be a remote, wild and lonely
place filled with sheep and ramblers but that it could also be an urban area such as the city
of London. However there were a few candidates who failed to realise this and who gave
rather literal answers - for example 'something constructed to aid socialising'.
This is an example that gains both marks.

Examiner Comments

Gets marking point 1 for the first two lines about the idea.Also
gets marking point 3 as the rest of the answer implies that
London can be a National Park.
Total 2 marks
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Question 1 (b)
In 1b many candidates did spot the humour implied in the pun between notional and
national though it was not worth a mark as the main significance of this term is to change
people's perceptions of London as it might be seen through the eyes of an ecologist or
conservationist.
This is a typical response to this question.

Examiner Comments

No mark for the point about the pun - this is not important
in this context whereas the phrase 'it shows how London is
already home to a great deal of wildlife . . .' highlights how
people are already seeing London in an ecological way and
so it gets marking point 2.
Total 1 mark
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Question 2
The main objectives of national parks are given in the first sentence of the source and the
question is asking how a Greater London National Park could achieve these objectives.
Many candidates did copy or use the first sentence in their own responses without much
in the way of amplification or indeed with much to say about how these would actually
be achieved. Many tended to generalise about controlling pollution or tackling climate
change or promoting tourism which were not rewarded as they are not part of the general
objectives of national parks. Many candidates were able to score 1 or 2 marks for identifying
the protection and conservation element or the creation of opportunities to enjoy nature.
A lesser proportion were also able to include the points relating to education or creating
opportunities for people to enjoy leisure activities such as walking.
This is a good response to the question.

Examiner Comments

In the first sentence it states - 'improve the health of
individuals' which matches marking point 3.The second
sentence is a quote from the passage but it does contain the
idea of conserving wildlife which matches marking point 5.
The remaining part of the answer is another quote taken from
the passage but it is rather vague and not relevant to the main
objective of a national park.
Total 2 marks
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This example just gets 1 mark

Examiner Comments

No mark for the first sentence as it is irrelevant. The second
sentence is rather vague but it does contain the phrase' .
wildlife could be protected . . .' which matches marking point 5.
Total 1 mark

Examiner Tip

Check the number of marks given for each question.
Here there are three marks and the examiners are
looking for three distinct points in the answer.
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Question 3
Another straightforward question asking candidates to suggest reasons why a river would
be bricked over in an urban area. Most candidates were able to score 1 or 2 marks though
some did lose a mark for giving two similar reasons such as housing or roads which are both
included under the building infrastructure marking point.
Here is a typical response for this question.

Examiner Comments

Gets marking point 2 in the 1st answer " To give more space to
build on . . . "Gets marking point 3 in the 2nd answer "To allow
easier movement . . . without having to navigate around rivers."
Total 2 marks

A response which failed to score any marks

Examiner Comments

Both reasons given were not considered to be creditworthy for
this question as they are not serious issues that would result in
a river being bricked over.
Total 0 marks
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Question 4
This question asked candidates to consider the extent to which progress accompanies
change by using evidence taken from the source. Many made a good attempt to answer
and there were many good discussions about the nature of change and progress though few
drew out the subjective quality of the concept of progress. Many seemed to misunderstand
the question - indeed there were varying degrees of misinterpretation: some gave an
extended analysis of one or two points from the passage; others listed several points
without any justification as to whether they represented progress or not; and a third group
considered the possible future effects of the proposal to create a national park in London
and so discussed changes that may or may not actually happen and as such cannot be
classified as evidence.
This example gained 2 marks.

Examiner Comments

In this response the candidate has quoted one change from
the source - that of the rivers being bricked over. However
they then go on to explain that this change can be seen both
as progress and not progress. Progress is achieved as the
bricking over has led to more urban areas and the creation of
more offices and jobs. On the other hand the change has led to
there being less 'green' areas which according to this candidate
represents a lack of progress. Both justifications are worthy of 1
mark.
Total 2 marks.
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Here is a more typical example which was awarded 1 mark

Examiner Comments

In the first sentence the candidate states that '. . .progress is
a process of improvement . . .' This is a correct general point
about the difference between progress and change and as such
was awarded 1 mark.
The answer does go on to mention a relevant change from the
source - the bricking over of rivers - but unfortunately there is
no justification for this change or any comment on whether it
represents progress or not. The rest of the answer seems to get
rather confused and is not worth any marks.
Total 1 mark
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Question 5
This question posed a problem for many candidates as they wrongly identified the given
statement as an argument rather than an assertion and as such were limited to one mark
for correctly stating that an argument requires evidence to back it up. Others correctly
identified the assertion and also got the mark for demonstrating there was no evidence
present in the source to support this claim. Some thought it was an argument because 'you
can disagree with it' or it was 'combative and provocative so as to incite a strong reaction
and debate amongst the readers' - both of which seem to be taking a rather literal view of
the term 'argument'.
This is an example of an answer which suggested the given statement is an argument.

Examiner Comments

No marks for stating that it is an argument but it does imply
that an argument needs to be backed up by evidence and this
matches marking point 2.
Total 1 mark
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Here is a more successful attempt to answer this question

Examiner Comments

This answer has correctly identified the statement as an
assertion with the reason it is not supported by evidence which
matches marking point 3.
It also scores marking point 1 for elaborating that an assertion
is a statement lacking the support of evidence.
Total 2 marks
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Question 6
This question asked candidates to evaluate the evidence and arguments used in the source
to justify the conclusion that the idea of London becoming a national park could lead to a
new way of 'seeing' London. Most responses affirmed the success of the source in being
able to make the reader see London in a new light. Facts and figures on a variety of already
existing forms of nature in London were highlighted, along with the possible opportunities
of enjoying and benefitting from nature. At the same time, futuristic ideas of changing the
perception and attitudes of people towards London from a stereotypically big, congested
metropolis to a more natural environment was discussed by others. Candidates in this miniessay tended to get absorbed in the indicative content of the source and often ended up
just furthering the arguments used by the author without any reference to the quality of the
evidence and types of arguments deployed. However most candidates did make some use of
evidence from the sources and were able to discuss both sides of the argument and so were
able to score reasonably well for AO2.
For the AO3 mark some candidates were able to identify relevant evidence as fact or opinion
or recognise the type of arguments used. However marks were lost due to there being no
conclusion drawn or no comment made on the strengths or weaknesses of the evidence or
arguments used.
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This answer was awarded 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

The evidence discussed is relevant but rather limited in scope; the answer is one-sided
and there is no conclusion so AO2 is 2 marks.
There is a correct reference to facts in the second paragraph but there is no conclusion
so AO3 is 1 mark
AO4 - the answer reads well but there are a few errors in spelling and syntax - 3 marks
Total 6 marks
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This is a good answer which was awarded 12 marks
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Examiner Comments

A comprehensive range of evidence discussed and
critically evaluated to a high degree, arguments balanced
and coherent, and a clearly justified conclusion - AO2 4
marks.
AO3 - there are references to facts, facts are
distinguished from opinion, bias has been identified and
there is a conclusion so 4 marks.AO4 - the answer is clear
and lucid - 4 marks
Total 12 marks
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Examiner Tip

This type of question is a regular
feature of this exam and yet candidates
frequently fail to score well on the AO3
criteria. Practice analysing articles in
the press using these criteria.

Question 7
This question proved to be difficult for most candidates. The specification (3.6.2 p26)
expects students to investigate different forms of moral reasoning and the clarification
(p71) does highlight natural law and social contract amongst the examples that should
be considered. Many candidates were obviously unaware of these forms of reasoning
and instead they resorted to trying to mould the material on morals and Just War from
the source into something that seemed to fit in with the meanings of the terms 'natural'
and 'social'. For example the term 'social contract' was interpreted in various ways using
examples from everyday usage such as 'socialising' or 'society' - some even confused it with
'social construct' from question one. As a result there were many confused answers and few
candidates scored more than 1 mark.
This is a good answer which was awarded 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

The first sentence is a reasonable definition of Natural Law as
it implies it is pre-existing and inherent in us all. In the second
sentence there is a good attempt to define Social Contract
as something created by society to promote social cohesion.
Finally, there is a relevant difference between Natural Law as
universal and Social Contract as relevant to a specific society.
So this answer gets marking points 1, 2 and 4.
Total 3 marks
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Here is a more typical answer.

Examiner Comments

The phrase ' . . .innate morality of humans . . .' is a
good attempt to define natural Law and is worth 1 mark.
Unfortunately the rest of the answer is unsuccessfully trying to
define social contract using material from the source and the
result is confusion.
Total 1 mark

Examiner Tip

The terms 'natural law' and 'social contract' are stated
in the specification for this unit. Read through the
specification and make sure you know all the terms and
phrases quoted.
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Question 8
This question was well answered with many candidates scoring both marks. This topic has
been a regular feature of previous General Studies papers and candidates are becoming
more familiar with the different types of arguments.
This is a good answer for this question.

Examiner Comments

This response includes two good reasons why arguments from
authority are regarded as weak -- no factual evidence and an
expert in one field may not necessarily be an expert in another.
Total 2 marks
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This answer was only awarded 1 mark

Examiner Comments

Reason one - 'it is a subjective view . .' is a valid point that is
worth 1 mark.
Reason 2 talks about brief arguments and lack of detail but
this is insufficient to earn a mark.
Total 1 mark
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Question 9
This question was well answered with most candidates scoring two marks for relevant
examples of evidence selected from the source and at least one for an appropriate comment
about the relative strength or weakness of such evidence. A number of candidates failed to
pick up the fourth mark as they commented on both examples of evidence together or they
just made vague references as to why they agreed or disagreed with the statements.
This is a good answer which was awarded 4 marks.

Examiner Comments

There are two pieces of appropriate evidence given from the passage for 2 marks.
In the strengths the first comment states that the evidence is 'considered to be opinions'
- which is a relevant point and matches the first bullet point under strengths in the mark
scheme.
The second relevant comment is that the evidence is given by unknown persons - this is
also worth a mark because if we do not know who is offering the evidence then we cannot
judge their status or the strength or weakness of their evidence.
Total 4 marks
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This answer was only awarded 2 marks

Examiner Comments

There are two appropriate pieces of evidence quoted from
the passage - 2 marks.
However the strengths are too vague to be creditworthy.
Total 2 marks
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Question 10
This was an open question asking students to discuss how the nature of warfare has been
changed by technology and it gave plenty of scope for candidates to achieve a high score
as they could draw from their own knowledge as well as from the source provided. Many
commented on how technological change has caused a shift from face to face combat on
the battlefield, to the anonymity of precisely targeted attacks at a safe distance from the
comfort zone of an office just by pressing a button. Themes common to many answers
included drones, bombs, nuclear weapons and the numbers of civilian casualties. Others
highlighted how technology had changed the nature of warfare from 'real war' to the 'threat
of war' with the historic US - Russia 'Cold War' often quoted as an example of technology
capable of total annihilation being deployed as deterrence.
This is a fairly typical answer which was awarded 3 marks.

Examiner Comments

There is not much in the way of detail given in this answer but there are 3
relevant points that are worthy of a mark:
The reference to weapons of mass destruction - nuclear weapons; weapons
becoming more indiscriminate as in 'at the push of a button a whole country
could be killed'; the reference to the increase in civilian deaths.
Total 3 marks
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One of the few answers that was awarded all 6 marks.

Examiner Comments

In this answer the following were considered to be worth a
mark:
bombs; drones; risks lowered for troops; leads to increased
deaths of innocent people; now easier to bomb a country and
start a war; wars become more global as bombs can be flown
anywhere easier.
Total 6 marks

24

GCE General Studies 3 6GS03 01

Question 11
This type of mini-essay is new to this paper though it is used regularly in 6GS04 and
candidates responded well to the challenge of exploring the view that changes in moral
values in the last fifty years are best explained as responses to technological innovation. A
wide range of issues were discussed with most candidates supporting the view that moral
values have declined in response to technological advances. Topics commonly discussed
included health and medical issues, science challenging religion, changes in family life,
women's rights, transport and the media. A popular theme developed by many was about
the effect of the internet and social media making inappropriate information available to a
vulnerable audience, drawing them away from traditional values which have been the basis
of personal relationships in the past. Some put forward the view that moral values have
evolved with the passage of time and changing ideologies within society rather than due to
the development of technology. A few essays even put forward alternative viewpoints on
other factors influencing moral values in the last fifty years, for example religion, parental
influences, innate values, cultural and social influences.
In general the responses were of a high order and many candidates were able to make good
use of their own knowledge and give at least two perspectives on the changes in moral
values with a good degree of fluent analysis. Most candidates did expand their answers
beyond the source but a significant number discussed the question from only one point of
view and failed to provide a conclusion. Some candidates did limit themselves by only using
evidence from the passage about warfare or by failing to actually consider any moral values
in the examples chosen.
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This answer was only given 7 marks.

Examiner Comments

There is a limited discussion with a few assertions presented
for or against the view that moral values change in response
to technological change. There is hardly any discussion
about moral values - a rather unbalanced discussion and no
conclusion. Mid level 2 for AO1/2 - 4 marks.
AO4 - answer reads well but there are a few errors in the syntax
and grammar - 3 marks.
Total 7 marks
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This is a better answer to this question which was awarded 11 marks.
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Examiner Comments

In this answer there are reasons given for and against the view in the
statement - the discussion is fairly balanced with some supporting
evidence. There is also a justified conclusion; however there is not
much actual discussion about moral values. AO1/2 - mid level 3 - 7
marks. AO4 - well-written, few obvious mistakes - 4 marks.
Total 11 marks
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Question 12
This was the more popular of the two choices of essay and candidates embraced the
question set with a good sense of balance and analysis; there were many well-structured
answers that identified and discussed a variety of issues relevant to the question of whether
rich people should be allowed to buy access to clinical trials. The main foci explored were
the ethical and social aspects mainly with some religious and some medical/scientific issues
but also included were such topics as fairness, social division, human rights, NHS and
marketing/cost issues. Better answers looked at the impact on minor diseases, the effect on
those in poorer countries, the process of research and the dangers as well as the benefits to
society. A large majority of candidates adopted a rather narrow approach in their responses
and focused only on the equality concerns, especially the issues of 'rich versus poor' and
'queue jumping'. A significant number of candidates did show a good understanding of
ethical issues but most were unable to discuss the question from other viewpoints. Good
candidates were able to draw conclusions based on the differences between rich and poor,
and the legal implications drawn from this situation.
The majority of candidates produced a balanced discussion of the arguments for and against
the proposal as well as drawing a conclusion and were therefore able to achieve level 3 or 4
for AO1/2.
Most candidates scored 1 AO3 mark for a conclusion and occasionally a 2nd mark for a
reference to fact or opinion or bias.
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This answer was awarded 13 marks.
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Examiner Comments

There is some relevant but limited evidence presented in a
one-sided discussion. No conclusion. This is a weak mid level 3
response - AO1/2 - 9 marks.
For AO3 there is a reference to statistical problems that might
be caused to a clinical trial if rich people were allowed to
buy places - this was deemed worthy of an AO3 mark as it is
questioning the strength of a specific piece of evidence.
AO4 - the answer is broadly understandable though there is a
limited amount of argument - 3 marks
Total 13 marks
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This is a better answer which was awarded 22 marks
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Examiner Comments

AO1/2 - there is a good range of evidence discussed, the arguments are fairly well balanced and covered in depth and there is
a well justified conclusion. Low level 4 = 14 marks. AO3 - there
is 1 mark for the conclusion, on the 2nd page there is reference for bias for a 2nd mark and at the bottom of 3rd page the
strength of a specific piece of evidence is assessed for the 3rd
mark. AO4 - Reads well, coherent argument and few mistakes 5 marks.Total 22 marks.
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Question 13
This was the less popular of the two essay questions but still produced many diverse and
intelligent answers exploring the issues surrounding the collection and use of data from
surveys and opinion polls. Candidates made references to a variety of topics including the
right to privacy, reliability of data collection, use of data by agencies, marketing, methods
of data collection and their merits. Crime statistics and the role of opinion polls in the
2015 election were also mentioned frequently. Some candidates focused more on the
methodology than the use of data but produced some good discussions of methods and
'socially desirable' answers. Several also understood that some data is collected secretly,
or through our shopping patterns, googling or using social media. Whilst a much smaller
proportion of students answered this response there was again the issue of a too narrow
focus as some mainly considered the general issues of validity of data and reliability of the
responses. However many of the candidates did give at least two perspectives on opinion
polls and many were also able to identify the weaknesses of using data as fact. It was
pleasing to see that most candidates had well considered conclusions to their analysis. There
were significant numbers achieving level 3 and 4 for AO1/2.
The AO3 marks were slightly higher than the previous question because, as well as 1 mark
for a conclusion, candidates also had plenty of opportunities to discuss the different ways in
which data is not valid.
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This is a good answer which was awarded 24 marks.
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Examiner Comments

This is a well-developed answer that critically considers a
comprehensive range of evidence, examines different aspects
in some depth and draws a well-justified conclusion. AO1/2 - a
good mid-level 4 = 17 marks.
AO3 - there is a reference to statistics being objective data and
there is a conclusion - 2 marks.
AO4 - a well-written essay that is clearly understandable though
there are a few mistakes in syntax and grammar - 5 marks.
Total 24 marks
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This answer was awarded 15 marks
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Examiner Comments

There is some discussion of relevant evidence but it is limited
in scope and rather one-sided. There is a conclusion. AO1/2 - a
weak mid-level 3 - 9 marks.
AO3 - it does mention how surveys can be biased and there is a
conclusion - 2 marks.
AO4 - arguments are coherent and broadly understandable several errors in spelling and grammar - 4 marks.
Total - 15 marks

Examiner Tip

Do remember that there are 4 AO3 marks
available in the long essay. These can be gained
by commenting on the strengths and weaknesses
of evidence presented or arguments used in your
discussion.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:
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•

Read the question carefully. A significant number of candidates failed to achieve higher
marks because they misinterpreted the question or misunderstood what was being
asked. They need to ask themselves 'what does this really mean'?

•

Check the number of marks given for a question. Candidates are losing marks because
they are developing insufficient points in their answers - the marks given are an
indication of the number of separate points that should be made in an answer.

•

Practice using the AO3 criteria from past papers to analyse articles in the press to
discover how the different sorts of evidence and types of arguments are put to use.

•

Draw up a plan for the longer questions, even if it is just a simple list or spider diagram.

•

A perennial problem is that of poor handwriting. If an examiner finds it difficult to read
what a candidate has written they will also find it difficult to award the appropriate
marks. Please write as clearly and legibly as you can.

GCE General Studies 3 6GS03 01

Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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