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Introduction
This was the first year in which this unit, the AS writing paper, was sat. 

Candidates were required to complete two exercises, a short translation from English into 
French, and a written response to a literary text or a film. 

The paper had to be completed in one hour and forty minutes and there was no widespread 
evidence to suggest that candidates had trouble completing the paper in the time allowed.

All in all, very pleasing results were achieved in the essay section of this first ever session. 
The translation proved more challenging. Areas of the grammatical programme of study 
targeted in Question 1 were relatively straightforward, namely simple adjectival agreements, 
definite and indefinite articles and a subjunctive mood. 

A wide level of achievement was found in the paper as a whole, although the greatest range 
was seen in Section C. This essay had no upper word limit. In spite of that, the vast majority 
successfully managed to keep their essay to the suggested 270–300 words (excluding 
quotations, titles and proper nouns). Where essays were significantly longer, a general 
loss of focus was noticed by examiners. Of course, examiners will read to the end of the 
response, but excess length can lead to repetition, digression and irrelevance. It is worth 
noting that throughout the critical response marking grid, the notion of 'loss of focus' is 
prominent. This is where some longer essays, therefore, may have lost marks. Quite a few 
candidates did not follow the bullet points, as they are perfectly at liberty to do. In lots of 
cases, this worked well and was proof that candidates do not neccessarily need to follow 
the bullets; however, what they choose to discuss must be equally relevant. For example, 
in Q1 2 (a), when discussing Intouchables, some candidates talke about Elise and/or Driss's 
'mother' instead of Yvonne and/or Eleanore. In Q1 2 (b), with regards to the settings, some 
candidates talked about the mountain scene rather than the final restaurant scene. Some 
candidates tried to express quite complex ideas, but in many cases their language was 
not quite up to it. The vast majority of candidates chose to write an essay on a film, with 
Intouchables being widely popular, not so closely followed by Les Choristes. A small number 
of candidates chose to write about a literary text with the majority studying No et Moi, 
closely followed by Le Château de ma mère.

It is very pleasing to report that this year only a tiny number of essays had to be given no 
credit as the set list ensured that there was no straying from the programme of study. It is 
equally gratifying to note that the bullet points, offered for the first time in order to guide 
students, were well used in the main. The paper seemed to be accessible to all candidates 
and produced the normal wide spread of attainment. Many individual performances this 
year were more successful in the essay than they were in the translation. This can partly 
be explained by the marking grids, which, at this level, are very much focused on a critical 
response from the students, enabling most to score well as long as they answered the 
question and followed the bullet points provided to them. However, a majority of students 
found the translation quite challenging. For example, the first half of the translation often 
yielded little credit, but once candidates began scoring at the very end, they did so well. In 
the Section B essays, the wording of the tasks caused no widespread difficulties and the 
terms of the questions were followed very closely. However, in Section C little attention 
was paid at times to the precise questions and candidates tended to write in general terms 
about their chosen film or to answer a question they would like to have been asked, rather 
than the one on the paper. For instance in Question 1 4 (b), on the film Les Choristes, it was 
important students touched upon both aspects of the question – namely, how Matthieu 
transforms both the lives and the attitudes of his pupils.
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Question 1
The transfer of meaning exercise consisted of a short passage of about 80 words of English 
to be translated into French. The piece of English was divided into 20 discrete boxes each 
worth one point to give an overall mark out of 20.

The language offered in each box had to be completely correct for the point to be gained, 
with the only exceptions laid out in our marking principles. For instance the one letter out 
rule applies if the word is not an English word or not if it means something else in French.

The only exception concerned some accents which were not deemed to be syntactically 
essential and where the addition or absence of an accent did not alter the meaning. These 
items were legislated for individually in the mark scheme. Although there were different, 
acceptable ways of rendering some items, the French given had to be a faithful rendering 
of the English. Quite a number of candidates, some of them very competent ones, altered 
the meaning of the original or paraphrased it in some way and this does not gain credit. It 
is impossible to make each box of equal demand. Some marks could be gained for single 
words or short expressions (maintenant il y a, admirer particulièrement, leurs enfants, 
seules) but others were more substantial (que des situations alternatives soient possibles, a 
commencé à disparaître, tandis que d’autres sont contents).

Because the lexis was relatively straightforward, most candidates did not struggle as a result  
of a lack of vocabulary. However, some basic items were rather surprisingly quite often 
found to be difficult. These included 'pleased', very commonly given as ' plait'.

Spelling was usually satisfactory, although some adjectival agreements did prove 
troublesome; these included: beaucoup de différentes sortes de familles, les mères dans 
les familles monoparentales, leurs enfants, seules and most commonly, que des situations 
alternatives soient possibles. Most candidates also struggled with transferring the meaning 
of raising a child into French.

A variety of grammatical features, all taken from grammar lists were tested. These ranged 
from the relatively straightforward in such things as basic genders and agreements, definite 
and indefinite articles  and the correct selection and formation of the two main past 
tenses, to highly sophisticated features of the language, such as the subjunctive mood, a 
comparative structure, and examples requiring detailed knowledge of the agreement of past 
participles. It is not surprising that this led to wide differentiation and the whole mark range 
was encountered, although there were only tiny numbers on the most extreme scores.

Unfortunately, candidates lost many marks in the most unexpected places, such as articles 
and adjectival agreements. We therefore ensured that candidates were not losing a mark 
twice. Where credit was withheld for 'les' for 'des' in boxes 1–3 and 13, it was not withheld 
again in other boxes, as long as it was the sole reason for the loss of mark. It was also 
surprising to see that in boxes 17 and 18, the third person plural of the present tense was 
also sometimes an issue. 

Overall, the performance was quite encouraging and most candidates showed that they 
could transfer the meaning of an unseen piece of English with acceptable accuracy. 

I would, however, draw attention to basic grammatical rules and attention to details as 
being essential if candidates are to score in each box.
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Examiners noted the following: 

• The division of marks /20 allowed for most students to score at some point. Marks were 
awarded most often for translating 'there are now', 'of 2 parents and 2 children' and 'we 
should'.

• Many marks were lost through inconsistency or lack of checking for that particular 
chunk. For example, no agreement on 'certains (certaines) les mères dans les familles 
monoparentales (the s not used).

• Common difficulties were in third person plural verbs – travaillent, agreements – seules, 
and misreading the translation, e.g. putting 'le mariage n’est pas' rather than looking 
closely and realising it was 'n’est plus'.

• Candidates struggled with the comparative and not knowing how to translate 
'elsewhere' and 'whereas others are pleased'. The subjunctive after 'sont contents', was 
also very rarely done correctly.
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This translation was very acceptable. It gained 14 out of the 20 available marks. 
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The first box here does not score. The idea of 'elsewhere' 
is not conveyed by 'abroad'. Not many students scored 
in that box. The comparative is, however, successfully 
conveyed and therefore scores. Box 3 was widely done 
well and scores here. Unfortunately, here, 'beaucoup 
des' causes the candidate to lose a mark. The candidate 
then continues to score. In Box 12, however, we can see 
a common mistake made this year: 'des autres' instead 
of 'd'autres'. It is unfortunate that the subjunctive 
does not appear next and that the conditional is also 
overlooked but everything else after that is correct until 
the unfortunate lack of agreement affects the last box.

Examiner Comments

This is a good example of how simple agreements 
can easily cost a candidate marks. The oversight of 
the conditional tense was also a pity. All in all, this a 
competent candidate who could have scored more with 
a little attention to detail. Thorough checking of correct 
use of tenses and agreements would have helped. 

Examiner Tip
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This is an example of translation where the candidate attempted the whole transfer of 
meaning with the exception of one word left out as blank in the first line. Unfortunately it 
only scored 1 out of 20.

The whole translation was understandable to a sympathetic native 
speaker. However, in this exercise, accurate transfer of meaning is 
crucial in order to show a good manipulation of language. The only 
mark granted in this instance was for 'de deux parents et deux 
enfents', the latter word 'enfant' benefitting from the one letter 
out rule. 'Des problems dans la société' cannot score, however, as 
'problems' is an English word which trumps the one letter out rule.

Examiner Comments

This is a good example of a candidate trying to transfer 
meaning but not quite getting there as their grammatical 
knowledge is not sound enough. In order to succeed, 
candidates must study their grammar thoroughly and 
pay attention to the accurate appplication of its rules.

Examiner Tip
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We have here an example of a very good candidate performance in the transfer of meaning 
exercice. The candidate achieved a very respectable 18 out of the 20 available marks.

This a very good example of manipulation of language, 
which does not necessarily result in our proposed 
translation, but still absolutely conveys the meaning 
accurately and successfully. For instance, where 'ailleurs' 
in Box 1 was very rarely successful, we have here a 
viable alternative in 'autre part'. 'Alors que' is also 
acceptable instead of 'tandis que', as is 'toutes seules' 
for 'seules'. Box 5 was also not exactly as suggested, but 
all adjectival agreements were correct and meaning was 
conveyed. It is a real pity that Box 6 and its past tense 
was overlooked. The challenging Box 13 also lacked its 
subjunctive and the word 'alternatives'. All in all, a very 
good performance from a strong candidate.

Examiner Comments

This particular candidate would 
have benefitted from checking 
the prose for consistency in 
tenses and overlooked words.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
In every session since essay writing was introduced, the number of essays on films has 
outstripped those on literary texts by a long way and this year was no exception. On each 
occasion hitherto essays on a film or text have easily produced the highest mean mark. 
Where this was not the case, this can be attributed to the fact that so many candidates did 
not answer the question as set. Examiners felt that the tasks were straightforward as a 
whole. In some cases, candidates did not respond closely to the question in several ways. 
In Question 14(b), for instance, candidates often focused on Mathieu changing the attitudes 
of the children, ignoring how he also changes their lives. The weaker responses were found 
where candidates chose to talk in very general terms about the book or film referring to the 
whole work in a non-specifc fashion. Perhaps students are told not simply to narrate, but in 
these questions there was a defnite instruction to explain or examine, and this would have 
given the candidates the opportunity to display detailed knowledge of their chosen work. 

There was great variation in the effectiveness of using direct quotation and references. 
Some are used with great skill to illustrate the point being made very convincingly, but 
often they are inserted into the essay come what may and end up not illustrating a point. 
The quality of language varied a lot. On a considerable number of occasions, inappropriate 
expressions translated from English had a negative impact on communication. Some 
excellent essays were seen which did exactly as required, and these were encountered more 
often than we first anticipated. When selecting subjects for study in this section, it should 
be borne in mind that questions can legitimately be set on character, setting, theme(s) and 
style, and that a book or film programme of study is only effective if the candidates have 
enough material in these four areas to allow them to answer potential questions.

There were very few responses to this question. The best examples in question (a) managed 
to develop and examine the personality of Boule de Suif, giving reasons why she had to 
leave Rouen and her reaction towards the Prussian officer. Good examples also depicted 
her interactions with others and the effects the baptism in the village had on her. 

In question (b) the emphasis was more on the Maupassant novels as a whole. The best 
examples covered a range of at least 2 novels and explained how the poor characters 
in each of these novels were suffering from the war. If the candidate followed the given 
pointers, they generally answered this question well.

Question 3
There were no essays submitted on this question.

Question 4
There were no essays submitted on this question.
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Question 5
In this task, which was the second most popularity in the literary texts section, many 
candidates could have read the question more carefully to get a better idea of its 
implications. The least impressive essays tended merely to narrate the whole story in 
chronological order, to give good and bad points and to say how funny they found the story 
at times. 

This did not address the question directly.

Better reactions looked at the actual humorous episodes within the text and explained why 
they were funny and in which character's eyes. 

For example, Marcel feels guilty about not involving his younger brother Paul in hunting 
expeditions. They take him along, he hates it, saying they must "demourir" the birds which 
were caught. 

In question (b), in much the same way, candidates must focus on answering the question 
giving out specific examples of what it is that Marcel's mother would do for the children and 
why she would not do these things ordinarily. For instance, from the beginning, Augustine 
has misgivings about going along the canal, but she tries to argue against her husband's 
scruples in the interest of getting a shorter, easier journey for the children. 

The response on the following page achieved 6 out of 40: 4 in accuracy and range of 
grammatical structures and 2 in critical response.
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This response typically has not got the question in mind. The 
candidate starts writing a preamble regarding the novel and its 
setting, before going on to the characters and their treatment of each 
other. We then learn that the mother needs to relax so Marcel has to 
take care of his sister. In the next paragraph, we are told about his 
friend Lilly and their escapade in the mountains. It goes without saying 
that the notion of humour is neither mentioned or implied once. It 
would, therefore, be fair to say that points of views are made, but any 
evidence from the work is descriptive. There is also a limited ability 
to form an argument about the question at hand. As a result, any 
conclusions rarely link to the argument. The response does definitely 
relate to the work but has limited focus on the question.

As far as accuracy is concerned, the quality of language deteriorates 
as the essay unravels. Towards the end, there are limited sequences 
of accurate language, resulting in lapses in coherence. There is also a 
limited variation of grammatical structures and vocabulary with some 
repetition. Communication can be restricted because of lack of range.

Examiner Comments

The lack of focus on the question really affected the 
candidate. Language was just about comprehensible; 
therefore, if the question had been answered, the 
candidate could have achieved a higher mark.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
Of the literary texts, this was by far the most popular. In question (a) the best responses 
examined the development of Lou's personality. Candidates who followed the bullet points 
generally did very well. This question was straightforward and as a result there were no 
major issues in answering it.

Question (b), however, when chosen, had mixed responses. Candidates tended to not focus 
on the character's life as a homeless person but on her life in general. No has not been 
homeless all her life and although an explanation of how she became homeless was helpful, 
candidates had to be careful not to lose focus. Candidates who did well in answering this 
question tended to stick to the bullet points and had understood that the question was 
asking about her life as a homeless person. Candidates perhaps misunderstood 'en tant 
que'.

A relatively good response where the candidate scored 18 in accuracy and 15 in critical 
response.
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This is a relatively good response to the question set in the literary 
texts section. There is a clear start to the essay, leading straight to 
the point of discussing the evolution of Lou's personality, which is 
discussed with close reference to the text. The candidate reveals 
both knowledge of the text and appreciation of the impact that 
other characters have on her life. Virtually everything is closely 
relevant to the question. There is a clear attempt to evaluate 
the ways in which Lou is influenced and changed by her life 
experiences, which leads to a balanced conclusion. The essay has 
an adequate shape and is divided between the need to describe 
and evaluate. The train of thought is logical, clear and easy to 
follow, even though we would like some points to be developed 
further at times. There may be a few minor flaws in the language, 
but good communication of the desired message is ensured and 
the candidate reveals a patent ability to handle the language 
effectively. Although points are brief and to the point, this essay 
fits well within the top of the 13–16 critical response band.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
There were no essays submitted on this question.

Question 8
There were very few responses for this question. In their answers, most students managed 
to give some critical response to the title and most used the suggested bullet points 
for guidance. It was frequently necessary to infer meaning, to try and award credit for 
explaining or examining the role of Pere Joffo and his personality, mainly due to some very 
poor language. This was not unexpected given that these candidates are the first cohort 
post controlled assessment where these skills (writing unseen under pressure) were not 
assessed. A lack of clarity or stilted phrasing was common.

Question (a) was the most popular in this section. 
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Question 9
The overwhelming majority of candidates elected to discuss a work in this section, with Au 
revoir les enfants being one of the least popular choices. Most candidates decided to opt for 
question (a). On average the question of examining the portrait of Joseph was done well by 
the candidates. When bullet points were followed, we saw some very good responses.

Question (b) was not often attempted, but on the rare occasions it was the best responses 
explained why this film could be described as a study of the resistance and of collaboration 
during the occupation. Where candidates followed the given bullet points, there was less 
loss of focus on the question.

This essay is a very good example of a competent use of the bullet points in order to answer 
the question. It scored a pleasing 18 marks in both critical response and accuracy.
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This response follows the bullet points and links them 
to the question in order to produce a clear chain of 
thought. Points of view show a critical response to 
the question through consistent justification, with 
appropriate evidence from the work. Arguments are 
made that link to valid conclusions. The response is 
relevant to the question throughout. There is also 
consistent variation of vocabulary and grammatical 
structures and the language is accurate throughout.

Examiner Comments

My advice to students, therefore, is to use 
the bullet points made available to them, as 
this does ensure the question is answered 
and there is minimal loss of focus. Of 
course candidates can use their own ideas 
too as long as they answer the question.

Examiner Tip
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Question 10
There were no essays submitted on this question.

Question 11
There were no essays submitted on this question.
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Question 12
This question was by far the most popular choice across Sections B and C, with nearly a 
third of the AS cohort writing an essay about Intouchables.

There was a wide variety of responses to these questions in terms of depth of 
understanding. Most candidates chose to answer question (b) and they managed to assert 
that the places were very different, especially Driss and Philippe, but that the meeting with 
Eleanore at the end united the two worlds that were so very different. Many evidenced their 
work by commenting on the different bathrooms, the use of music, the contrasts between 
the bourgeois world and the world of the banlieue.

In question (a), the bullet points provided were not always followed. In some cases this led 
to possibly better essays, For example, some candidates talked about Elise and/or Driss's 
'mother' instead of Yvonne and/or Eleanore. In question 1 2 (b) with regards the settings, 
some candidates talked about the mountain scene rather than the final restaurant scene. 
In lots of cases this worked well, proof that candidates do not have to necessarily follow the 
bullets. However, what they choose must be equally relevant.

This response gives us an example of the way in which loss of focus on the question affects 
the critical response mark greatly. It is not easy to read but generally conveys the meaning. 
This essay scored 4 in critical response and 8 in accuracy.
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In this essay, the candidate does have the question in 
mind at the beginning; however, they veer off to talk about 
the relationship between the two main characters. This 
loss of focus throughout the work affects the response. 
Points are made but any evidence from the work is 
descriptive. The conclusions rarely link to the argument 
and there is an intermittent focus on the question. As 
far as language is concerned, there are some accurate 
sequences of language, resulting in some coherent writing, 
but errors sometimes hinder clarity of communication and 
occasionally prevent meaning being conveyed.

Examiner Comments

This candidate would have benefitted 
from sticking to the bullet points 
provided in order to ensure that the 
response is fully relevant to the question.

Examiner Tip
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This response scored 17 marks for accuracy and 18 marks for critical resoponse. In this 
essay we can see how the suggested bullet points are followed in order to provide a 
thoughtful and thorough critical evaluation as well as a clear response to the question.
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It is pleasing to see work where the bullet points are not just 
superficially touched upon. Each character is described and 
their role or influence in the film explained and exemplified 
through careful and logical evaluation. These are then 
summed up in a decent conclusion. The candidate has clearly 
identified and examplified the role of each character within 
the film. The language is easy to follow and any errors do 
not hinder clarity of communication. All in all, points of view 
show a critical response to the question through frequent 
justification, with appropriate evidence from the work. 
Arguments are made which link to valid conclusions, for 
instance, where the candidate describes Yvonne as the mother 
of the family, Magalie bringing a humorous stance and finally 
Eleanore bringing out the romantic side of the story. 

Examiner Comments

All in all a good effort to use the 
bullet points in trying to answer 
the question relevantly.

Examiner Tip
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Question 13
This question was the least popular of all the films, with only a handful of candidates 
submitting a response about La Vie en rose.

The essay questions were quite straightforward and the bullet points provided the 
candidates with sufficient guidance to help them structure their essays with relevant 
content. However, the examples chosen by the candidates were sometimes disjointed with 
the main points. Some candidates chose different bullet points, which, when successful, 
were quite efficient, but when unsuccessful, veered off topic. It is worth reminding the 
students to make sure their examples confirm their points. There also has been a lot of 
'over information', where students tried to put something they felt was important, even 
though it was not related to the question.

This response is a good example of a middle of the range essay. It scored 11 for accuracy 
and 12 for critical response.
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The candidate started with a short preamble that is not really 
helpful in answering the question, but given there is no upper word 
limit, this does not affect the essay. The candidate then starts to 
answer the question. The first bullet point covered is regarding the 
father, which is followed by the second bullet point provided. The 
third bullet point is not mentioned at all. It is acceptable, of course, 
to not use all of them, but in this instance, the answer seems to be 
lacking in substance although clearly adressing the question. A little 
bit more information and evaluation would have been appreciated. 
The points of view sometimes show a critical response to the 
question, with some justification, but this is thin at times. There is 
appropriate evidence from the work, but sometimes statements 
are made that are not justified. Arguments are made with the 
occasional inconsistency and some conclusions are drawn but they 
can be unclear. The response is mostly relevant to the question. 
Language is frequently accurate resulting in generally coherent 
writing. Errors occasionally hinder clarity of communication.

Examiner Comments

We would have liked to see this candidate 
perhaps covering the third bullet point or 
adding more information of their own in 
order to answer the question more fully. 
This response is adequate but perhaps a 
little lacking in depth and content.

Examiner Tip
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Question 14
Les Choristes was the second most popular choice of film this year, albeit very far behind 
Intouchables. 

The most common answer was question (b) and many students showed very good 
knowledge and understanding of the film and the role of Clément Matthieu in changing 
both the lives of the boys and their attitudes. It was important for candidates to touch upon 
both aspects of that question and not just the one aspect of changing the attitude of the 
children. In many cases, candidates wrote a one sided answer focusing on the latter. Better 
responses included the father figure aspect of Matthieu in adopting Pepinot, and his input in 
the successful career of Morhange. 

For question (a), a lot of students did not comment on Mondain and his role with Rachin, 
preferring to focus on the first two bullet points.

This response is a good example of an essay answering both aspects of the question and 
following the three bullet points. It scored a very good 19 in critical response and 18 in 
accuracy.
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It was pleasing to see a response so well structured 
in answering all aspects of the question. The 
candidate has clearly studied the film well and is able 
to use the extensive knowledge gained to form a very 
clear and coherent argument. The language flows 
nicely and both aspects of the change in attitudes 
and lives are addressed and exemplified. The father 
figure notion is mentioned and so is Morhange's 
future career. All in all a very good piece of work.

Examiner Comments

In many essays this year we have seen preambles in 
the introduction, whereby students are mentioning 
directors and release dates. This was also the case 
for some literary text essays, where authors and 
historical background were also mentioned. I would 
say this information is not necessary and that 
candidates should focus on answering the question. 
In this instance, it does not harm the critical response 
as there is no upper word limit; the response is 
therefore all present and there is no loss of focus. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 15
This question was equally as popular as Au Revoir les Enfants. Very few candidates chose to 
study this particular film. As far as both questions are concerned, there was no particular 
area of concern with regards writing about the theme of repression or the portrait 
of Rene. The bullet points were equally as straightforward and there were no major 
misunderstandings. As always, the better essays we came across followed the bullet points, 
which in turn prevented a loss of focus on the question. This loss of focus is central to the 
critical response mark grid, which is why, if in doubt, candidates should always take this into 
account in order to frame their work.
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Paper summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

In the translation, candidates should ensure they do not lose credit because of a careless 
lack of attention to detail.

• They should check their work carefully and try to ensure that responses address the 
wording of the task and do not end up answering some slightly different question.

• In their essays, they must set out their planning in French to address the precise 
requirements.

• Essays should have a good shape and points should follow logically from one to another 
with a thread running through the work. 

• When selecting topics to be studied in Sections B and C, candidates and teachers should 
consider carefully whether they have covered enough material to cover all potential 
questions.

As a whole, the very first sitting of this AS paper was succesful. There are lessons to be 
learnt in particular where the grammatical knowledge of the candidates is concerned. The 
translation will always be inspired from the grammatical list provided in the AS specification. 
It is important that basic concepts as well as the most challenging areas of study are 
mastered in order to be able to score in each box of the translation exercise. As far as the 
essays were concerned, we were pleased with the quality of the knowledge candidates 
demonstrated. Language does not have to be perfect in order to demonstrate a good 
critical response and examiners were sometimes awarding much higher critical response 
marks than accuracy marks. Similarly, there were instances where language was very good 
but the question was not answered which led to the opposite effect. The grids are not 
mutually exhaustive and this is why each area can be marked on its own merits. As a result, 
examiners have seen good essays throughout the marking period. Candidates doing well in 
their essays counterbalanced the challenging translation in the end. 

The standard of achievement in this unit was very comparable to previous 6FR04 sessions 
(to which this paper is very similar), but marks were probably gained in a slightly different 
way given the mark grids at this level focus on critical response rather than the analytical 
response required at A Level. Candidates generally did less well in Question 1. In Section B 
they did a little better, but in Section C we had a wide variety of essays.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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