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Introduction
The AS French Paper 1 8FR01 was available for the first time this June and will be offered 
annually in June. It was set as per the GCE 2016 Specification, and is consistent with the 
format of the Sample Assessment Materials. One hour 45 minutes was available for the 
completion of the paper, with 45 minutes being recommended for the listening questions. 
Dictionaries are not permitted at any stage of this paper.

Candidates must attempt all questions, there is no optionality, and a broad range of marks 
was awarded. This paper is marked following principles consistent with all other sessions. 
All passages relate to Themes 1 and 2 and their sub-themes. The first five passages are 
recorded, the next five are reading passages, and the last passage is an unseen translation 
into English. The paper is worth 64 marks in total.

In this paper, Passage 1 of Section A (listening comprehension) was a multiple choice 
question worth four marks, about a young man who has just signed a new employment 
contract. In response to Passage 2, on a photography exhibition in Belgium, short target 
language responses were sought for 4 marks. Passage 3, about the role of the media in 
elections, was a target language response question worth 8 marks, where candidates 
attempted six parts, each worth 1 or 2 marks. Passages 4(a) and 4(b) gave divergent 
attitudes to adoption by homosexual couples. In Q4(a), candidates summarised key points 
in French, and in Q4(b), they communicated the most important information in English.

Section B (reading comprehension) began with Q5, where 4 marks were on offer, from 
multiple choice parts, and involved a proposal for voluntary military service. For Q6, relating 
to bilingualism in Quebec, the four correct statements out of eight had to be identified, 
giving a total of 4 marks. Q7 was about a festival in Brittany, and required short responses 
in French, totalling 4 marks. Q8 was the literary passage, in this instance from Madame 
Bovary, and was a comprehension question with responses in French. Eight marks were on 
offer. A further 8 marks were available in Q9, about a politician visiting her constituents by 
foot. Question parts were all in French, and required short responses in French. In Section 
C (unseen translation), Q10 was an historic text, being over ten years old, and discussing 
the MP3 player, at the time an innovative and much sought Christmas present. Twelve 
marks were available for twelve distinct units of meaning, of varying difficulty, into which the 
passage was divided.
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Question 2 (a)
This passage is the first which requires responses in the target language and had just three 
parts. Responses which were succinct scored fully. For example, in (a), ‘une exposition de 
photos’ was ideal, but ‘photos’ standing alone conveyed sufficient information for the mark. 
This was not ‘une exposition de mode’, as fashion was the theme of the whole festival.

In (b), the two marks were awarded discretely, as was the case for every two mark part. 
This means that information in one element, unless it contradicts the other element, 
has no impact on the credit given. For instance, the two notions required were that the 
photographers are showcasing the work of nine designers, and that images are being 
contributed. They are not discovering the designers, but are showing their work to others. 
If a candidate wrote: ‘ils découvert neuf créateurs de mode. Ils montrent des images’, the 
candidate would earn 1 mark because the first element is incorrect, but has no adverse 
impact on the second element. The English spelling of creator or even creature were not 
accepted, as they were incomprehensible in French.

(c) was successful if there was some sense that the festival was taking place in the street or 
open air. Examiners tolerated extra information about other interior parts of the festival, 
but if this information was offered as the first element, it was deemed as the first attempt 
at an answer, so could not score. This is the order of elements rule, not seeking to penalise, 
but intended to reward a targeted response, rather than crediting candidates who write 
everything they hear, without discrimination. Thus: ‘un festival a lieu dans le Palais de Justice 
et il y a un festival de rue’ does not score. However: ‘un festival de rue et aussi dans le Palais 
de Justice’ does score, as the correct information is proffered first.
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See Q 2 (a) overview

(a) scores because although it is oblique, it is 
comprehensible.
(b) It is not the designers who are the photographers’ 
contribution, rather, their being discovered, so this response 
is vague and does not score. ‘images’ scores but the addition 
of ‘en plonge’ invalidates, as the response is meaningless.

(c) There is no mention of open air or in the street, so this is 
too vague to score.

Examiner Comments

(a) ensure that an existent verb form is used, if 
needed, as non-existent forms do not communicate.

(b) the second line of this response is an untargeted 
lift. The candidate should ensure that it makes sense, 
for the correct information is only comprehensible if 
the overall response communicates.

Examiner Tip
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See Q 2 (a)

Succinct response scores: photos
Examiner Comments Excessive information can confuse 

or even invalidate. A one mark part 
requires a one element response.

Examiner Tip

‘exposition’ is mentioned but in an 
incomprehenible context so there 
is no score.

Examiner Comments

Candidates should check that 
their response makes sense. 
Checking time is time well spent.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (b)

See Q 2 (a)

This is a two mark part and 
‘images’ scores. ‘Les photographes 
font découvrir neuf créateurs de 
mode’ would score the first mark.

Examiner Comments

Think about the wording of the 
question. The photographers could not 
be discovering the designers if they were 
presenting them to the festival-goers.

Examiner Tip

This is similar to the previous example 
but is succinct. The second element is 
correct. The first does not get the ‘faire 
découvrir’ notion.

Examiner Comments

Keep responses to the point, as longer 
responses tend to waste elements 
and not to earn further credit.

Examiner Tip
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‘images’ scores here. The first element 
is closer to the correct response, but 
‘creatures’ is ambiguous. and the form of 
découvrir’ does not exist, so cannot score.

Examiner Comments

Pay attention to spelling, and to the fact 
that verb forms must exist. ‘creatures’ is 
too inaccurate to score, and might have 
been detected through checking.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2 (c)
See Q 2 (a)

The candidate would benefit from checking 
the responses offered. ‘ciel ouvert’ is not 
likely to be le Palais de Justice.

Examiner Comments

Needs focus on outside or in the 
street festival events.

Examiner Tip

‘de rue’ is sufficient to gain the mark for 
‘à ciel ouvert’ being conveyed. The extra 
information is a harmless addition.

Examiner Comments

Good example of a succinct 
response. It scores 1 mark.

Examiner Comments

Keep responses to the point and 
clear.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (a)
This proved to be quite a challenging passage but this may have been less the language and 
indeed the subject matter, for it was topical at the time of the examination. Rather, it was 
the nature of the new specification, which is understandably less familiar, so inference and 
deduction are different types of demand. Candidates, as mentioned in the summary, should 
also pay close attention to the question part’s wording.

(a) ‘lequel’ did not seem well understood, though it is in the grammar programme of study. 
Some candidates enumerated several types of media, and did not identify the need to give 
the most influential.

(b) was often answered with a lift relating to the choice of candidate. Lesser able candidates 
confused the large role played by television from (a), with erroneous mention to a large 
impact overall in (b). This could be successful, if candidates suggested that the choice had 
already been made, so the role of the media was negligible to nil, but was rejected if there 
was the idea that the vote, not the choice, had already taken place. 

In (c), not all candidates noted that ‘discours’ was excluded from the creditworthy responses, 
and referred to speech writing. The appearance of the candidate was the focus for this 
response, but references to influence over the tie or hair style were also accepted. 

(d) offered two discrete marks, and a range of candidates accessed some credit. Examiners 
were as flexible as possible with the communication of the idea that political candidates 
resembled one another more and more, and this mark could be gained through a lift. The 
other element was that politicians are increasingly removed from ordinary people.

(e) provided credit for the more able candidates, and rewarded those who considered 
the logic of their response. It was very frequent to find: ‘ils ne sot pas un candidat’ when 
those sitting the examination know that a candidate with no votes is still a candidate. 
The two marks were earned if there was either the sense of the politician becoming an 
unviable candidate, or that s/he would, hyperbolically, not be a candidate, provided this was 
presented as being in the eyes of the media.

Part (f) was relatively successful, and the three day optimum period was quite successfully 
proffered. Candidates again should consider the logic of their answer: ‘

les résultats doivent être réalisés trois jours avant les élections’ is not plausible, and a 
distinction between the information being gathered and correct predictions being made, is 
needed.
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This looks correct at first sight, as 
‘télévision’ is included. In fact, it is 
meaningless, so does not score.

Examiner Comments

Think about the meaning of the response, 
for the correct information has been 
vitiated by the way it has been presented.

Examiner Tip

Television is the most important, 
but not necesarily increasing in 
importance. This is a vitiated response.

Examiner Comments
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Response earns 1 mark, as gender 
does not render ambiguous.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (b)
See Q 3 (a)

The candidate has unfortunately included 
too much information and has lost the 
mark. ‘rien’ would score, but the vote 
does not take place before the election.

Examiner Comments

Ensure that the response is targeted 
and checked. Voting before the 
election would not seem logical, 
perhaps, if there is time to check.

Examiner Tip

This response scores. It contrasts with the 
other (b) response which was oblique, for 
here, there is ‘très faible’ with the correct 
justification. The extra information is harmless

Examiner Comments

This response is oblique. The 
information may well be correct, but 
does not target the question part.

Examiner Comments

Check the demands of the 
question part, and ensure that 
lifting is not untargeted.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3 (c)
See Q 3 (a)

These comments relate to Q 3 (c)-f
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This response for (c) scores, as it targets one of the two 
possible responses in terms of appearance: tie or hair. The 
extra information after the reference to the tie is harmless.

In (d), the candidate gains both marks, because there is 
the notion that candidates looks like each other more and 
more, and less and less like ordinary people.

(e) accepts the hyperbole that a candidate with low support 
is not a (realistic) candidate, even if ‘realistic’ is understood. 
This formulation, though, only scores if there is ‘aux yeux 
des médias’ or similar.

(f) scores with a clear reference to conducting surveys 
three days ahead of the election.

Examiner Comments

It is still advisable not to include extraneous information, 
lest it be considered to vitiate a correct response. The 
candidate has targeted the response, and has not 
discussed speech writing. Many candidates did so.

(e) was not successful for a lot of candidates who did 
not convey that fact that the media perceived unpopular 
candidates as not being (realistic) candidates. Of course, 
any political candidate is av candidate and checking 
could show that an assertion that s/he is not is illogical.

Examiner Tip

The response is brief but scores, as 
this is a good assimilation of what 
attention to hair and tie constitute.

Examiner Comments
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These comments deal with Q 3 (c)-f

(c) the reference to the tie earns 1 mark. Without it, 
mention of physical attributes would be too vague to 
score.

(d) the candidate is not clear in this response, and 
the first element does not communicate. The second 
notion just about conveys the idea that candidates 
looks like other candidates, so 1 mark is gained.

(e) this may well be true, but is untargeted, since it 
does not mentioned those less than 10% in the polls.

(f) gains the 1 mark on offer, for getting the three day 
in advance notion correct.

Examiner Comments
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Question 3 (d)
See Q 3 (a) and Q 3 (c)

Question 3 (e)
See Q 3 (a) and Q 3 (c)

Question 3 (f)

See Q 3 (a) and Q 3 (c)
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Question 4 (a) (i)
This was a new type of task at this level, and many candidates gained some credit. Practice is 
needed with the summary skill, for many candidates treated it as a translation task, and did 
not select key information. The information necessary was credited and up to one further 
piece of information was tolerated. Two or more extra pieces of information forfeited 
credit, and examiners tried as far as possible to attach superfluous data to elements, so 
that candidates’ credit was least compromised. It sufficed in (a) (i) to state that children felt 
‘oublié’ and different from their classmates. However, ‘oubliable’ was not quite accurate, and 
they had to be different from their classmates, not just different.

(i) is correct but does not attempt the 
second element of feeling ‘oublié’.

(ii) gains 1 mark, because there is enough on 
the different elements brought by parents 
of each gender. However, the candidate has 
presented the response as if the parents 
keep their psychological balance.

Examiner Comments

(i) scores only 1 mark. If at all 
possible, two elements need to 
be offered for a 2 mark part.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (a) (ii)
If the candidate in (a) (ii) conveyed the sense of different gender parents bringing different 
elements to the life of the child, the candidate scored. Some candidates exemplified with 
football that fathers brought different elements to the mother, but the mark was gained 
without examples. The response needed to be clear, and ‘ils’ was often used to reference 
better psychological balance, and referred therefore, back to the parents and not to the 
child. Checking is very useful in ensuring that responses are clear, rather than ambiguous.

This relates to Q4(a)(i) too

(i) no score for the first element as there is no reference 
to ‘de classe’ with ‘ses amis’. The second element scores 
as a longer way of expressing ‘oublié.’

(ii) does not make explicit what a mother does if a father 
brings football skills. This route to the response needed 
both elements to be articulated. The second element 
targets the child’s mental well-being, and scores 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 4 (b) (i)
Q4(b) required responses in English, and a quite significant minority of candidates 
responded in French, unfortunately gaining no credit. (i) was successful if the candidate 
was explicit in writing that having two parents is better than none. The ‘better than none’ 
comparison was not always explicit. There was sometimes mis-focus on that upbringing 
being different. In fact, the passage bore out more the fact that upbringing need not differ, 
whether parents are homosexual or heterosexual.

These comments relate to Q4(b)(i) and (ii)
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(i) gains 1 mark for the idea that homosexual or 
heterosexual parents bring children up equally well, or, 
as expressed here, no worse. For the other element, the 
candidate has to state what is less preferred, i.e. having no 
parents.

(ii) Unfortunately the first element is not summary, and 
contains three parts so is rejected: good relationship, good 
advice, perfect parents. Only one extraneous element was 
tolerated. The second element is not successful, as having a 
boyfriend does not specifically mention living with one.

Examiner Comments

Attempt to summarise rather than 
to convey all the details in Q4(b).

Responses require English which 
communicates.

Examiner Tip
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These comments relate to Q4(b)(i) and (ii)

Despite scouring all words for 
any English parts, this is a French 
response, so is rejected, sadly.

Examiner Comments
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Q4(b) requires summary in English.

(i) scores for the idea that two homosexual 
parents are better than none. However, 
the idea that their parenting is in some 
way deficient is incorrect, but does not 
affect the 1 mark awarded.

(ii) 1 mark again is earned for the fact that 
the father and new boyfriend live together. 
There is too much information, though, 
about the upbringing and relationship, 
exceeding the demands of a summary.

Examiner Comments

Of course handwriting size varies, but 
so much squeezing in of information 
could cause a candidate to review how 
much has been included in a summary.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4 (b) (ii)
In Q 4 (b)(ii), there were two key pieces of information, and frequently, too much information 
was given. The father and his male boyfriend lived together, and they brought the daughter 
up well. It was too vague to state that the father had a new boyfriend, for this omits the 
living together aspect.

Question 6
The passage deals with the changing status of French in Quebec, and how the globalisation 
through technology has affected the official situation. B was quite often chosen, and this 
emphasises the need for attentive reading, to mirror the statistics in the sentence. C was 
surprisingly often selected, even though it would seem counter-intuitive. It is worth looking 
at the apparently incorrect sentences, because this acts as a double confirmation of the 
correct responses. Each incorrect sentence is explicitly wrong.
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Question 7 (a)
This passage about a festival in Brittany is worth 4 marks. The breadth of choice or of 
the cultural offer, or enumeration of the possibilities all scored in (a), but a definition or 
explanation of ‘éclectique’ was not successful, as it did not refer to the range of activities.

The notion of a wide variety scores.
Examiner Comments
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This information comes from the passage 
but does not explain ‘éclectique’ at all, so 
cannot score in the first element. Even if the 
second element is valid, it is a 1 mark part.

Examiner Comments

Avoid lifting from the passage 
without reference to the question

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (b)
The volunteers were often identified for the mark, but in (b), it was incorrect to state that 
the volunteers donated money, rather than their labour. ‘Bénévoles’ is correct, but it needs 
to target the question part, so the candidate needed to supply ‘avec’ or ‘en engageant’ or 
similar.

This response is a sentence which responds 
to the question part clearly, so scores.

Examiner Comments

This is an untargeted lift, so is rejected.
Examiner Comments Target the question, for true 

information may well be 
unrelated to the requirement.

Examiner Tip
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Question 7 (c)
‘Des Bretons’ rather than ‘les Bretons’ live in these cities, so the notion that they are part of 
the festival, but not the exclusive abodes of Bretons, was rewarded in (c).

‘des Bretons habitent là’ is 
sufficient to score. ‘Les Bretons’ 
would not have been correct.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7 (d)
There was quite a lot of ineffective lifting in (d), suggesting that dance or drama lessons 
were on offer to the spectators, when in fact the spectators could view these events. The 
candidate had to convey that the visitors were not participants in order to gain 1 mark.

This candidate scores, for there is 
the notion of witnessing a show not 
participating. Strictly, ‘voire’ is ambiguous, 
but it is tolerated in context here.

Examiner Comments

This response is a frequent type of lift 
from the passage but which does not 
target what the spectators do. They are 
not participants, so there is no score.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (a)
Candidates performed creditably overall, and given that this is a classic literary extract, it 
was well-handled by many candidates, and some parts attracted a lot of correct responses. 
In (a), there had to be a dislike or lack of comprehension attributed to Emma’s father.

Question 8 (b)
In (b), ‘à quoi’ did not seem to be universally understood, and some candidates enumerated 
the guests who had been invited. There was considerable lifting for this part, so while this 
gave many candidates 1 mark for the eating arrangements, the second mark for the fact 
that the celebrations, not the sixteen hour meal, resumed the day after, proved more 
elusive.

This relates to Q 8 (a)-d
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(a) The language is not very clear but the idea that the 
father understands nothing of Emma’s fancy is clear, 
so scores.

(b) 1 mark is earned for the the sixteen hour meal 
reference, but the meal does not resume the next day, 
the general celebration does, so the latter element is 
not correct.

(c) This is not a sufficient deduction, for the line starts 
off united but then breaks into different groups. It is 
an incomplete response.

(d) Playing together provides a simple route to 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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This relates to Q 8 (a)-d



33GCE French 8FR0 01

(a) is correct information but does not target 
the father’s attitude. This is oblique.

(b) does not score because it is an untargeted 
lift, and the past tense does not make sense, 
with regard to the question. The second 
element focuses incorrectly on the meal, not 
the resumption of other activities.

(c) This is a true piece of information but the 
line becomes higgledy-piggledly and this 
needs to be conveyed for the mark.

(d) This is not a correct verb form, but it 
exists, and conveys enough for the mark.

Examiner Comments

The passage may contain information where 
the only manipulation needed is one word 
or verb form, perhaps. However it is worth 
being on the look out for such requirements.

Examiner Tip
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Question 8 (c)
(c) was one of the least successful parts, for this deduction or inference eluded most 
candidates. The line of guests began as a neat group, and then lengthened untidily, but this 
evolution was not often conveyed. Candidates could pay attention to such question parts, 
where the information is not in the passage directly, but needs to be deduced.

Question 8 (d)
(d) was much more beneficial, and the notions of ‘s’amuser’ or ‘pour jouer’ were often 
communicated. The idea of staying behind in order to be out of sight was not correct, as 
hiding seems to be a by-product of hanging back.

Question 8 (e)
(e) and (f) concerned the wedding cake and its maker, and these parts were quite strong on 
the approbation side. Less successful was the notion that he was new to the area, rather 
than to the profession, and that he wanted to make a name for himself. ‘supérieur’ was 
confused with the baker being better than others, rather than the cake having tiers.

These comments relate to Q 8 (e)-f

The two elements to retrieve are that the baker 
wanted to create a good impression as he was 
not new to cake-making, but to the area. In (e), 
the recent move to the area is conveyed.

(f) requires approval of the cake to be 
communicated, and it is for 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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These comments relate to Q 8 (e)-f

These comments relate to Q 8 (e)-f

All three marks, 2 for (e) and 1 for (f) are earned 
here, as the candidate has communicated 
that the baker is new, wants to make a good 
impression, and apparently does so. ‘des cris 
d’admiration’ is sufficiently conveyed to score.

Examiner Comments

The first mark in (e) is gained, but the reference to taking 
care over the work does not get the second idea of hoping 
to win acclaim.

(f) is correct, with some manipulation of the passage, for it 
communicates that the guests are complimentary.

Examiner Comments
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Question 8 (f)
(e) and (f) concerned the wedding cake and its maker, and these parts were quite strong on 
the approbation side. Less successful was the notion that he was new to the area, rather 
than to the profession, and that he wanted to make a name for himself. ‘supérieur’ was 
confused with the baker being better than others, rather than the cake having tiers.

Question 9 (a)
This question was the most demanding reading comprehension, and was appropriate in 
the contemporary political setting. (a) and (b) both required some inference, namely that a 
Green MP might well use a green mode of transport, i.e. in this case, walking, and that she 
was able to engage with electors and they with the political process while she was walking. 
The most common causes for lost credit were responses involving the convenience of the 
walk in the context of parliamentary recess dates, or where ‘marcher’ was taken to mean 
‘democracy hasn’t broken down’ or ‘is at work’. 

Comments made on Q 9 (a)-c
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In (a), the sentence is incomplete, and 
there is not enough notion that walking 
does not harm the environment.

(b) should relate to the chance to engage 
with voters while on foot, rather than a 
means of escape from her usual routine. 
The focus of the question part is incorrect.

(c) This is just comprehensible enough to 
reward. ‘parcourus’ is a verb form, so does 
not harm the response, that distance per 
day is conveyed for 1 mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 (b)
This question was the most demanding reading comprehension, and was appropriate in 
the contemporary political setting. (a) and (b) both required some inference, namely that a 
Green MP might well use a green mode of transport, i.e. in this case, walking, and that she 
was able to engage with electors and they with the political process while she was walking. 
The most common causes for lost credit were responses involving the convenience of the 
walk in the context of parliamentary recess dates, or where ‘marcher’ was taken to mean 
‘democracy hasn’t broken down’ or ‘is at work’. 

These comments relate to Q 9 (a)-c
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(a) A Green MP would logically choose an 
enironmentally friendly means of transport, so this 
is a creditable deduction.

(b) This does score, because there is some sense of 
walking and engaging electors at the same time.

(c) This was a frequent lift, and needs a negative to 
score. It would not be accurate to write that 1 5 (k) 
(m) per day is frenetic, especially when there are 
picnic stops.

Examiner Comments

Lifting should be undertaken with care, and 
regard for the sense of the passage overall.

Examiner Tip
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Question 9 (c)
(c) was quite simply attempted successfully with ‘1 5 (k) (m) par jour’ but more inferential 
responses were equally valid. ‘Pas frénétique’ was an acceptable deduction, but the lift 
‘frénétique’ was rejected, as being the wrong sense.

Question 9 (d)
(d) required an example of one of the MPs daytime activities, so those who cited ‘debates’ 
and ‘evening activities’ were not rewarded.

These comments relate to Q 9 (d)-f

(d) needs ‘avec’ or some similar link to target 
the question. The plural is erroneous, but 
does not harm the message for 1 mark.

(e) is not well enough expressed to score. 
The idea of engaging the electors, or 
undertaking an original type of campaign are 
not articulated clearly. Having ‘une manière 
différente avec les électeurs’ is too general.

(f) Again, there is correct information here, 
but too inaccurately expressed to score. The 
reference to the spa is relevant, but does not 
convey either side of the paradox.

Examiner Comments

Checking the responses is invaluable, 
especially in the longer passages, 
where correct information can become 
confused. Clarity of answers is important 
in order than credit can be given.

Examiner Tip
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These comments relate to Q 9 (d)-f

(d) earns 1 mark, as this is one of the places in 
which she stops. Reference to debates is tolerated 
as harmless.

(e) scores for the idea of engaging voters, but 
the whole response really deals with that same 
element, and does not address the unusual nature 
of the campaign, so 1 mark only.

(f) gets close to the paradox, and the element about 
the spa can score, but there is not enough clear 
reference to the fact that the MP claims to fight 
daily for her voters, notwithstanding a week off.

Examiner Comments
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Question 9 (e)
(e) targeted electoral advantages, so general discovery of the area or getting fit were true 
but not among the answers sought here.

Question 9 (f)
(f) is worth 2 marks, which can be gained for the two sides of the apparent paradox: the 
MP claims to work each day, but has booked a spa week even before undertaking the walk. 
However, either element could score independently.
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Question 10
Unseen translation into English is new at this level and most candidates gained decent 
to good credit. There were some elements which confounded many candidates, such as 
‘portable cassette players’, these being a historical feature for many teenagers. Attention to 
the correct tense was needed, so in the first line ‘constitute’ was needed, not the past tense. 
‘The gift of Christmas 2004’ is a word for word translation, but is not very natural English, so 
was rejected.

Surprisingly many simple errors, which could probably have been avoided through checking, 
were evident: ‘two months’ for ‘twelve months’, ‘centaines’ translated as ‘certain’, ‘to stock’ 
for ‘stocker’, the meaning of which is a bit different in English.
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The candidate has accessed quite high credit, 
and has responded in a largely fluent piece.

Need for the tense to be correct: ‘clearly 
constitute’ in the present tense.

‘Cassette players’ does not convey the 
‘portable’ aspect so cannot score.

‘Smaller’ is the correct comparative. Insertion 
of ‘much’ is rejected, as it is not borne out in 
the passage.

‘Tracker’ is not really ‘device’ but it received 
benefit of the doubt and scored. ‘Jogging’ was 
not thought to be too challenging, but correct 
translation of ‘footing’ was not commonplace.

Examiner Comments

When unsure, as here, candidates should 
attempt what they can, and avoid leaving 
words or phrases unattempted, or even 
in French. It is useful to read over the 
passage after writing it, to ensure that the 
English is natural, quite aside from the 
original French passage.

Examiner Tip
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Paper summary
Based on the performance in this first session, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Read the questions carefully, with attention to the specific question words.

• While lifting directly from the passage, it must be borne in mind that only targeted lifts 
are accepted. Manipulation is often required.

• Where lifting is attempted from the listening passages, again, directed responses are 
credited fully, but faulty attempts to transcribe from the passage, without attention to 
spelling or grammar, could render the response incomprehensible.

• All French offered needs to communicate in the comprehension questions. Verb forms 
can be credited only if they are existent.

• The skill of inference is tested and candidates need to be aware of this demand when 
selecting information directly from the passage without reference to the perhaps 
nuanced demand of the question.

• The order of elements rule means that only as many elements as there are marks 
available are considered. Candidates are advised to offer targeted responses.

Q 4 (b) is a summary exercise and translation of the whole dialogue into English is not fully 
credited. There is an element of selection. 

In Q10, natural English is sought, which is not always rendered by word for word translation. 
As the translation comprises twelve separate scoring units, candidates should put down 
every element they can, even if they do not feel able to attempt a number of words or 
indeed phrases and sentences.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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