
Examiners’ Report
June 2017

GCE English Language and Literature 
8EL0 02



2 GCE English Language and Literature 8EL0 02

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We 
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites 
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk. 

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at 
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps 

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 
students’ exam results.

• See students’ scores for every exam question.
• Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.
• Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to 

develop their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.  
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone 
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds 
of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 
years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international 
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through 
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at: 
www.pearson.com/uk. 

June 2017

Publications Code 8EL0_02_1706_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Pearson Education Ltd 2017



3GCE English Language and Literature 8EL0 02

Introduction
This paper is part of a suite of AS and A level qualifications. This unit sits alongside 8EL0/01 
as the other examined component at AS level. This paper encourages candidates to use 
a range of literary and linguistic terms to consider how and why meanings are created in 
literary texts.

Section A involves close exploration of an extract from the candidates' chosen anchor 
text and to use this as a starting point to analyse how the issues highlighted in the extract 
resonate throughout the rest of the text. Candidates are also asked to consider the impact 
of contextual factors on how the writers have shaped their texts.

Section B asks candidates to explore a thematic question on their other studied text and 
again consider how contextual factors have influenced the construction and content of the 
text. 

Overall, candidates engaged with both sections of the exam paper more successfully 
this year. Answers were more balanced and there was a vast improvement in the time 
management of the candidates. Centres should be commended on responding positively to 
issues highlighted from last year’s series. 

Achievement ranged across all levels with many candidates developing insightful and 
interesting answers to the questions set. It is clear that considerable effort has been putting 
into the consideration of texts from an integrated approach. 

One of the main reasons why responses did not reach the higher levels was due to a lack of 
focus on the question set. Candidates should be encouraged to spend time engaging fully 
with the question and to plan their responses before they begin writing their answer. Too 
frequently candidates are shaping their responses to fit the question they would like to see 
rather than the one that has been set. 

Candidates would also benefit from engaging with all of the bullet points in each section. 
There were numerous instances in Section A where candidates focused solely on the extract 
or the wider novel and therefore did not satisfy the full demands of the question. Similarly, 
in Section B, there is a tendency for candidates to adopt a literary approach and not 
consider aspects of language and crafting. 

The range of texts studied in Section B has narrowed this series. In relation to themes, 
Society and the Individual continues to be the most popular option. There has been a 
notable increase in the amount of candidates who are studying both of the anchor texts 
as their chosen texts in order to provide themselves with a range of options in the exam. It 
needs to be reinforced by centres that candidates must ensure they write on different texts 
in each section of the exam to avoid rubric infringements. It also needs to be stressed within 
centres that candidates must answer the question that relates to their chosen text/theme, 
they do not have free choice across the questions in Section B. 
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Question 1
The Great Gatsby was by far the most popular selection in Section A. On the whole, 
candidates were able to structure their response in a way that successfully navigated the 
extract and the wider novel.

The most sophisticated answers were usually characterised by a sharp focus on the 
question,  specifically how identity had a complex relationship with place. Candidates who 
were most successful not only focused on the question but were very discriminating in their 
analysis of how characters’ relationships with environments shifted over the course of the 
novel, or, equally, how they were in a slight tension with their environment. 

The most successful answers were able to articulate the subtleties and nuances in the way 
that the ‘valley of ashes’ is presented by Fitzgerald, and to exemplify this thoroughly through 
integrated linguistic and literary analysis. These responses understood the relevance of the 
extract, and of its place within the narrative structure of the novel as a whole and produced 
genuinely interesting work. Some of the more successful responses probed deeply into the 
comparisons drawn between ash and farming and the social commentary extrapolated 
from such comparisons.

In terms of the wider novel, there were many successful and insightful discussions on the 
contrasts provided between Gatsby’s parties and his bedroom, Myrtle in New York and 
Nick’s levels of unease in a variety of environments. Achievement in the lower levels was 
typified by a lack of consideration of the second bullet in the question or by failing to link 
their discussions of the extract to the concept of identity. Colour imagery was also prevalent 
in the lower achieving responses as candidates often struggled to demonstrate a link to 
identity and environment. Those who consistently focused on ensuring their comments 
were linked to the question were the most successful. 

On the whole, the range of terminology employed was quite narrow and mainly at word 
level. Often the use of integrated terms was not always in conjunction with analysis of the 
extract and the wider novel. Many candidates were able to comment to some degree on the 
imagery employed by Fitzgerald, in particular the eyes of Eckleburg. The use of alliteration 
was also frequently commented on although the purpose of its use was not always clear. 
There were several candidates who were confused by the concept of the ‘fantastic farm’ and 
used this to formulate an argument that the Valley of Ashes was presented positively.

Some candidates were self limiting through including a range of information about the 
text that had little relevance to the question. This was often noted in the use of contextual 
information, whilst there were perceptive comments made about a range of contextual 
factors there was also a significant amount of respondents who chose to include material 
that had little relevance to their arguments.  Most productive were discussions on the 
American Dream and post WWI society, conversely discussions on the Jazz age were less 
productive
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This response achieve a mark within level 5. This was achieved by being a fully sustained 
response to the question set. The candidate also demonstrated a secure understanding of 
social contexts that influence the text.
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Alongside being focused on the question throughout, this candidate impressed with their ability to 
use mutliple aspects of language to make considered and developed arguments that addressed the 
question. All comments were purposeful and showed an appreciation of how Fitzgerald employed 
multiple techniques to create an effect.
The candidate also demonstrated confidence in selecting relevant material from the wider novel 
and was able to adeptly use other episodes to enhance their arguments.

Examiner Comments

Show the examiner you are fully engaged with the question from the start by 
summarising your arguments in your introduction.

Examiner Tip
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Question 2
Candidates tended to achieve in the lower levels for this question due to them often taking 
a narrative approach to their responses. Candidates often dedicated the majority of their 
answer to summarising passages of the novel rather than engaging successfully with the 
extract and the language used by Dickens. Candidates would benefit from a stronger 
integrated literary and linguistic approach as comments were often descriptive rather than 
being analytical. Stronger responses engaged with the patterning in the dialogue and the 
development of Pip’s discomfort as the extract develops. 

With such a broad text to manage in a short time, centres should encourage candidates to 
be judicious with their selection of material from the wider novel to ensure discussions are 
purposeful and focused on the question set. A few responses were able to fully explore the 
routes taken by Dickens to explore concealment in the novel and consider the view that 
truth was frequently linked to stigma in society. 

While centres have clearly spent a considerable amount of time looking at the contextual 
factors surrounding the novel, candidates’ comments have a tendency to be bolted on to 
responses or remain at a superficial level. Candidates frequently drew upon Dickens’ own 
background but did not always use this to engage directly with issues raised by the extract. 
Candidates would benefit from being to integrate their discussion of the extract, wider novel 
and context rather than treat them separately. 
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This candidate achieved high within level 4 for this response. The candidate provides 
an interesting interpretation of the extract and wider novel but does not manage to be 
discriminating in their analysis. There is a very good awareness of Dickens’ craft which is 
explored through an integrated literary and linguistic response.
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Avoid summarising when discussing the wider text. When dealing with an extensive text, it can 
seem difficult to explain a point without contextualising it or precising a relationship or situation. It 
is important instead to use material from the text to support a line of argument.

Examiner Comments

Always be specific when referencing examples from the text. A short and purposeful quotation that 
supports your use of terminology will show the examiner you have recognised a specific technique 
being used.

Examiner Tip
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Question 3
On the whole, candidates responded well to this question. There was a consistent focus on 
responding to all aspects of the question and employing an integrated analytical approach. 
A range of linguistic and literary terms were utilised and, in the main, these were used 
productively. Responses tended to demonstrate a strong understanding of the text and 
Isherwood’s craft and were able to discuss the extract with some confidence. A more 
balanced approach would have benefitted some candidates as many were either strong at 
discussing the extract or the wider novel but often not in conjunction. 

Candidates varied in the material they discussed from the extract but generally focused on 
George’s physicality and his change in attitude. An interesting range of features from the 
passage were discussed with many candidates discussing the imagery, clothing and visitors 
to the gym in insightful ways.

Candidates were often strong in placing the extract in the context of the wider novel and 
discussing how George’s change in attitude related to his demeanour elsewhere in the text. 
Many candidates chose to discuss the early description of George, his emerging relationship 
with Kenny and the impact of visiting Doris in hospital. Pertinent material was drawn upon 
by the majority of candidates which demonstrated a secure engagement with the text. 
Candidates also embedded wider contextual points, in the majority of cases, that was 
relevant to the question. Candidates avoided relying on Isherwood’s personal life to provide 
contextual points. 
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This repsonse was securely in level 5 and was discriminating and confident throughout. 
Contexual points were interwoven throughout the response and were deployed when they 
supported the points being made. This demonstrated an insightful understanding of the 
text, Isherwood’s craft and the context in which it was written.
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This answer was successful as it was able to draw on subtleties within the text and use them 
to support the answer. Having confidence to draw upon less obvious material demonstrate a 
clear engagement with the question and the text. Although the mark scheme will always include 
indicative content, the caveat that all relevant points will be rewarded is there to encourage 
independent thought within the candidates.

Examiner Comments

Don't be afraid to move your answer between the extract and the wider novel. Each bullet point 
does not need to be addressed separately.

Examiner Tip
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Question 4
Candidates often took a generalised approach to the question and did not fully engage with 
the extract given, instead choosing to summarise instances of truth and deception from the 
novel. There were some interesting interpretations of the setting through the symbolism 
of the valley and the journeys taken by both Tess and Angel. Candidates demonstrated 
knowledge of the text and were able to draw on a range of relevant points from the novel 
but need to develop their analytical skills in order to maximise this knowledge. 

In terms of context, candidates displayed broad knowledge of Victorian and contemporary 
attitudes towards Tess’s actions and the repercussions presented by Hardy. Candidates 
were able to draw on inferences of Tess being presented as a ‘pure’ woman and many tied 
this in to their discussions on the use of white in the extract.

Candidates would benefit from greater confidence in applying an integrated literary and 
linguistic approach when analysing the extract. Many candidates tended to use a literary 
slant to their work with some selecting aspects to analyse that did not support their 
discussion of the extract and the wider question. 

These responses achieved level 4. There are several positive aspects to each response but 
they lack the overall consistency in all areas to achieve level 5.
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The response shows successfully how you can 
range across the text whilst using quotation 
and terminology to support analysis. The 
candidate shows an awareness of Hardy's craft 
but linking key points to other aspects of the 
novel.

Examiner Comments

Use quotation and terminology to support 
your arguments rather than letting 'feature 
spotting' dominate your answer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 5
There were some very successful responses to this question and it was clear that candidates 
had a secure knowledge of the text, contextual factors and Forster’s views. Those who 
forged arguments in relation to the question presented a range of interesting points whilst 
using an integrated literary and linguistic approach. A more consistent focus on the question 
would help to elevate the level of responses.

Candidates were less successful when they steered their response towards a discussion 
of Cecil and Lucy’s relationship or profiling the presentation of Cecil rather than engaging 
with awkward encounters across the novel. Those who focused on the lake, Miss Bartlett 
as a ‘stain’ and the swim in the pond tended to be more successful as they drew out how 
different characters were insecure or confident in each of the settings. Many candidates 
were able to make interesting comments on the use of Italian phrasing in the extract to 
establish contrast and therefore incite awkwardness. The character of Freddy was also 
discussing in relation to Forster using characterisation to establish contrasts and present 
conflicting view points. 

The majority of candidates were able to engage with relevant contextual factors and 
primarily focused on the significance of Edwardian values. Analysis of Cecil’s presentation as 
a ‘medieval’ character frequently featured in these discussions. However, some candidates 
reiterated generalised contextual points and failed to link these specifically to the question 
and therefore did not demonstrate their relevance. 
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This candidate was awarded a mark in level 5. The response is confident and assured and 
discriminates in its choice of points. All arguments are relevant and clearly elucidated using 
an integrated approach and apt exemplification from the text.
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The candidates achieves highly by being sharply focused on the question set while interweaving 
the three strands of the question contained in the bullet points. Contextual information is used to 
support and develop points rather being an addition to the response. Confidence with the text has 
been demonstrated and there is a strong appreciation of Forster's craft throughout. Comments 
relating to the construction of speech to indicate manners demonstrate how the subtleties of class 
are fully appreciated.

Examiner Comments

Check your annotations of the extract to ensure you have a range of linguistic and literary 
terminology before you begin writing your answer. Try to go beyond word level analysis.

Examiner Tip
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Question 6
This question was interpreted in a variety of ways with many candidates being able to 
successfully grasp the significance of the extract in relation to the wider novel. The most 
successful looked at narrative theory and considered how Heathcliff and his absences/
reappearances are symbolic of narrative disruption and disturbance and are used as a 
catalyst for conflict between characters and general plot development. Other successful 
responses integrated the concept of Heathcliff’s marginalisation to the disruption of the 
plot when he returns. Some of the most interesting answers ranged comfortably across the 
novel, generally focusing on Heathcliff and Catherine’s relationship. 

Responses at the lower levels tended to focus on Nelly or made generic comments about 
Catherine’s death scene without fully linking it to the question. Candidates who interpreted 
the question as asking for a commentary on Heathcliff’s looks often struggled to fully 
develop their response. Other candidates who achieved in the lower levels focused their 
response on the concept of Heathcliff as an outsider and his introduction to the novel rather 
than Bronte’s use of Heathcliff as a narrative agent. 

Candidates should be commended on the range of literary and linguistic devices discussed, 
however it must be stressed that these should always be utilised in relation to the question. 
In a wide range of responses, there was a tendency for candidates to ‘feature spot’ without 
linking their points to the question. Discussions on liminality in relation to the extract 
and the symbolism of windows were often interesting, however there was a tendency 
by candidates to lose focus on the question. Pathetic fallacy featured strongly and was 
successfully done in the majority of instances. The change in tone of Heathcliff’s speech, 
designating his change in status, was also explored productively. 

In terms of context, many students presented a solid biographical understanding of Bronte 
and how the novel can be viewed from a feminist perspective however this knowledge 
often failed to be used to develop an argument based on the question set. More successful 
candidates drew upon notions of the Gothic and the perceived threat of the ‘other’. There 
were also interesting comments made about slavery and the patriarchal nature of society 
and the law and how Bronte presents these through the characterisation of Heathcliff. 
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This extract is from a response that achieved a mark within level 4. It demonstrates 
consistency and engagement with the question but could convey their arguments in a more 
efficient and effective manner at times.
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If it's appropriate, combine the discussion of several literary and linguistic features if they are 
used in combination to create an effect. 

Examiner Tip

The candidate has strived to go beyond straightforward word level analysis and attempted to 
integrate contextual and structural concepts in their discussion of the language deployed by Bronte. 
There is a strong awareness that features are not effective in isolation and contribute more widely 
to the writer's craft.

Examiner Comments
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Question 7
Due to the nature of the extract, responses to this question attempted to use both linguistic 
and literary terms in their responses and used an integrated approach in their analysis. 
Although these discussions were often at word level, there were productive discussions on 
the use of similes and the negative connotations of colour imagery.

Candidates frequently demonstrated a good understanding of the wider novel and were 
able to draw on relevant points that related to hostile environments, notably the estate 
at Coulibri and Rochester’s house in England. There was a tendency to take a narrative 
approach when incorporating these into the candidates’ responses. Many candidates would 
benefit from delving deeper into the use of language throughout the novel rather than 
attempting to discuss every environment they find significant.

Several candidates presented a contextual overview of the text in their introduction to the 
question. Whilst these often featured interesting points, relevancy to the question was often 
absent. Candidates should be encouraged to use contextual points only when they support 
points made in relation to the question set. While there is some merit in discussing Rhys’s 
biography, it should not be assumed that the extract is autobiographical.
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Question 8
This question elicited many interesting and varied responses with candidates able to discuss 
the significance of the extract in relation to Lucy’s character and the concepts Stoker was 
aiming to represent. Candidates were able to deploy a range of linguistic and literary terms 
to enhance their discussions. Notable within this range were the use of imperatives in 
Lucy’s language, zoomorphism and the contrasting lexical fields. At times, candidates had 
a tendency to highlight terms without discussing their purpose and how they related to the 
question of boundaries.

Candidates developed their discussions on the wider novel in a variety of ways. Some 
candidates constructed interesting arguments about Lucy transgressing the Victorian more 
of motherhood through her representation as the bloofer lady, whilst others benefitted 
by focusing on the sexualised language used by Stoker to present Lucy and vampires in 
Dracula’s castle and how it resonates contextually. Candidates who achieved at the lower 
levels used their discussion of the wider novel to present boundaries to Lucy in a narrative 
fashion or deviated from the question set. 

The majority of students were able to discuss the representation of religion and how the 
depiction of Lucy transgresses Victorian expectations. Often candidates integrated this with 
a consideration of language and how contrasts run throughout the extract. 

Candidates are reminded of the need to consider all three of the bullet points in the 
question when composing their response, many candidates focused solely on the extract to 
the detriment of context and the wider novel. 
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This was a very strong response that achieved a mark within level 4. The candidate did not 
manage to complete their response but has a range of strong material that consistently 
engages with the question.
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This answer is confident throughout and fully engages with the question. The concept of 
boundaries is explored in a variety of ways which demonstrates a strong contextual understanding 
and the significance of the extract in the conext of the wider novel. It successfully deploys several 
literary and linguistic terms at once to display a secure understanding of Stoker's craft

Examiner Comments

Manage your time to ensure you cover all that you intend to in your response.

Examiner Tip
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Question 9
Candidates engaged well with this question and it was pleasing to see a range of interesting 
arguments. Candidates' achievements ranged across the levels available and demonstrated 
that they were well prepared for the exam. Othello and The Whitsun Weddings were the most 
popular text selections for this theme. 

Successful candidates who wrote about Othello were characterised by using language 
to support their arguments and moving beyond a straightforward interpretation of the 
presentation of relationships. The most common lines of discussion were racist attitudes, 
women as possessions and patriarchal society. While these are all valid topics of discussion, 
the level of understanding and depth of discussion varied. Discussions on the minor 
characters were often the most thoughtful and interesting, especially interpretations of 
the function of Emilia.  There was a tendency is some cases to simply discuss relationships 
rather than focusing on the influence of society on them, again candidates should be 
encouraged to plan their answer to ensure their arguments are relevant. There was little 
consideration of the play as drama and as such Shakespeare’s craft was often neglected. 
Most candidates engaged with imagery, especially the reference to Othello as a ‘black ram’, 
with others moving beyond this to discuss a variety of Shakespeare’s techniques. Candidates 
were often self limiting when they utilised practised material and tried to shape it to the 
question. 

Many candidates who opted for the Larkin collection drew on relevant material and were 
able to draw on suitable poems from the collection. Poem selection was often the key 
to a developed argument. Candidates at the lower levels of achievement tended to offer 
descriptions of the poems rather than being consistently analytical. Often candidates 
discussed each poem as a separate entity and, therefore, tended to repeat material, taking a 
more holistic approach for some points could be beneficial to candidates when constructing 
a line of argument. Candidates would benefit from a greater engagement with the poetic 
structure of the poems as genre devices tended to be absent from responses. Confidence 
in integrating contextual points into the candidates’ arguments varied, with many simply 
asserting Larkin’s personal preferences as being reflective of society as a whole. There were 
some interesting explorations of society’s expectations and how this was reflected within 
the collection, most notably through the discussions on 'Lying in Bed' and 'The Whitsun 
Weddings'. The most successful of these integrated context into their arguments and tied 
it to points on language, the least successful candidates often appended references to 
biographical context onto their response without showing relevance. 

The responses on A Raisin in the Sun were varied in terms of success. Candidates who 
discussed assimilation and Beneatha’s romantic choices tended to tease out relevant 
points to the question. However, in a lot of responses candidates strayed from the 
question by summarising a range of relationships or the question of what to do with the 
money. A greater consideration of the text as a play would benefit candidates as there was 
little discussion of the work as a piece of drama. Context tended to be biographical and 
applied with some success however more successful were the candidates who discussed 
cultural values in contemporary society. As with the other textual choices, there was 
some discussion of literary and linguistic features but the range was somewhat limited. 
Candidates frequently pointed out the use of AAVE with little or no focus on the question.
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Both of these responses achieved level 4. The response on Larkin did so by highlighting 
significant elements from each poem and discussing them with confidence. What was also 
notable about this response was its attention to structure and form and how this is used 
to enhance tone and expression. There is a strong sense of the candidate understanding 
Larkin's style and how it society resonates throughout the collection. However, the analysis 
could be deeper in areas and is not consistently discriminating.
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This example was highlighted as it successfully uses different poems from the collection to support 
the arguments that are being made. For example, 'Afternoons' is referenced to strengthen the 
candidate's point about 'Self's the Man'.

Examiner Comments

Focus on your line of argument throughout. It is easy to deviate when you are writing 
your response so ensure you begin with a well thought out plan and stick to it.

Examiner Tip
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This responses consistenlty addresses the question and makes detailed comments on key material 
in the play. It moves beyond a straightforward discussion of the most popular quotations to 
develop a consistent argument. This response is predominantly literary and a more integrated 
approach would have seen it achieve a higher mark.

Examiner Comments
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Question 10
On the whole, candidates were well prepared for the demands of the question and were 
able to respond appropriately. Candidates achieved across a range of levels, with the 
majority of text options being evident. Although candidates engaged well with the question, 
many were over ambitious in terms of what they could achieve in the time. Often responses 
attempted to cover relevant factors from across the whole of a text which led to a superficial 
response. Candidates would benefit from being more judicious with their selection of 
material and spending time formulating a planned, consistently analytical, response rather 
than tackling the texts systematically.

There were a range of interesting responses on the Plath collection. Material was selected 
from across the collection, with 'Daddy' being the most frequent choice. Candidates need 
to be careful in how they chose to apply contextual information to their arguments in 
relation to Plath. There is a tendency for candidates to talk at length about Plath’s own 
difficulties with relationships to the detriment of their analysis. Candidates were often adept 
at discussing imagery and features at word level, however, a greater engagement with the 
texts as poetry would often be beneficial. Candidates should be encouraged to consider the 
structure of the poems within the collection. 

In relation to Much Ado About Nothing, there were some insightful responses that considered 
a range of contextual factors that were represented through Shakespeare’s characterisation. 
Among these were points made about the tensions between Don John and Don Pedro 
and how often friendships were placed about romantic relationships in the text. Some 
candidates provided an overview of difficulties in relationships explored in the novel but 
these often tended to be narrative in their approach rather than analytical. Many candidates 
supported their points with material from Benedick and Beatrice’s initial exchange but did 
not beyond the initial sparring to address why this was significant. 

Candidates who discussed subtleties of language and staging in Betrayal were the most 
successful. Many candidates were able to discuss the reverse chronology of the play and 
how this revealed the status of the central relationships, with varying degrees of success. 

For this theme, candidates would benefit from a greater consideration of structure and 
language. A developed structure to the candidates’ arguments, with well selected material, 
would also be beneficial. 
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This response focuses on Enduring Love and was awarded a mark of 18. This extract 
demonstrates the candidate's ability to employ both literary and linguistic terminology 
to strengthen their arguments. With Section B, candidates frequently take a literary or 
descriptive stance when the question requires an integrated approach.
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This extract is used to extend the candidate's arguments and is able to utilise one episode from 
the novel to highlight different elements of McEwan's craft. It demonstrates how candidates do not 
need to discuss each relevant episode in the text in their answer and that writing in depth is more 
successful than breadth as it allows for more detailed analysis.

Examiner Comments

Ensure you use supporting quotation from elsewhere in the novel to support your 
arguments. Exemplification is most successful when it is embedded into an argument 
rather than leading a paragraph or floating within the answer.

Examiner Tip
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Question 11
Candidates achieved across all levels for this question with the majority of responses 
discussing either Romantic poetry or The Bloody Chamber. On the whole, candidates 
engaged securely with the question and provided a range of interpretations about how 
insecurity was presented in their chosen text. 

The responses on The Bloody Chamber scripts were varied in terms of achievement, with 
there being some very strong responses looking at the complexities of Carter’s feminism. 
Several candidates used this to drive their answer away from the more common ground of 
discussing the representation of patriarchy in the collection. The best responses were fully 
involved with Carter’s slightly ironic tone and refusal to conform to a single presentation of 
insecurity. The more successful candidates succeeded in fully developing a point from one 
story before moving on to the next, being judicious in their selection.  However, candidates 
at the lower levels were limited in their focus and often slipped into a summary of the titular 
story. Some candidates were self-limiting through their choice of material by selecting 
episodes that had weak links to the question.

The Romantic poetry scripts were often of a very impressive standard. Lots of candidates 
had interesting points to make about the insecurities prompted by the Industrial Revolution 
and the best candidates distinguished between Landon, Blake, Keats, Wordsworth, 
Coleridge etc.’s different views on revolution and industrialisation rather than simply 
generalising about these writers who are quite different. The most successful analysis 
often came from the Keats poems, lots of candidates had some thoughtful points about 'La 
Belle Dame Sans Merci' and complex feelings of inadequacy and male impotence related 
to insecurity. Candidates should be commended for their discussion of poetic devices and 
how these were utilised by the poets to develop the ideas they wished to portray. There 
was a tendency by some candidates to construct a mini response on each poem looked 
at, rather than tackle the question holistically; while this is a challenging skill to master it 
could potentially free up time for a more in-depth discussion as by adopting this method 
candidates often repeat themselves. Like with the Carter, candidates need to be more 
judicious in their selection of material from the collection. Often the points on Blake were 
quite laboured as candidates attempted to forge links to the question.
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This response achieved in level 4 and is a good example of responding to poetry by different 
writers. At times points could have clearer focus on the question but it is ambitious and 
demonstrates a clear awareness of the differing poetic styles and expressions of insecurity.
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This was a very strong and considered response that selected a range of appropriate poems from 
the collection. The response employ a variety of appropriate linguistic and literary terms that went 
beyond word level. The response did not reach level 5 as some of the points could have been more 
fully developed, although the purposeful discussion of form helped it reached securely into level 4.

Examiner Comments

Ensure you consider the significance the writer's choices over structure and form in 
your response.

Examiner Tip
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Question 12
The candidates’ level of engagement with this question varied which led to a range in the 
levels of achievement. Candidates provided very insightful and interesting comments but 
they were not always linked to the question set. Candidates were most successful when 
they fully engaged with the concept of knowledge and how this related to a variety of 
boundaries. Lower level responses mainly sprang from candidates interpreting the question 
as being about the concept of 'crossing boundaries' itself rather than the question set, this 
meant analysis often had little relevance to the question.

The Rossetti collection was the most popular option for this question with the majority 
of candidates demonstrating confidence in selecting relevant material. Candidates who 
achieved well did so by being judicious in the selection of material, developing a clear link 
of argument and using relevant contextual information to support their points. Candidate 
achieved this by commenting on a wider variety of poems. 'Goblin Market' was notable in its 
inclusion, however the most interesting points often came from elsewhere in the collection. 
Candidates at the lower levels had a tendency to focus solely on 'Goblin Market' with their 
comments largely being narrative. Candidates often began their responses with clear links 
to the question but faltered as they progressed. Candidates should be encouraged to plan 
their answers to avoid this happening. Other candidates succeeded in selecting relevant 
material from across the collection without fully demonstrating a link to the question. 

The responses on Twelfth Night ranged in terms of achievement. There were some very 
insightful answers that engaged with a variety of different boundaries that were affected 
by knowledge, demonstrating an in depth understanding of the text. Mistaken identity was 
a common feature that was discussed, although at the lower levels, candidates tended to 
describe instances of confusion rather than analysing the function of such events. 

Responses on Oleanna tended to engage well with the question and discussed Carol’s 
feelings of inadequacy and her later empowerment and how this contrasted with John’s 
initial status achieved through his depth of knowledge. However, there was a tendency 
to become narrative as candidates often chose a chronological path for their discussions. 
Although this is a sensible approach to take, as it allows candidates to document the 
characters’ changing positions, candidates need to remember to be consistently analytical 
rather than descriptive. 

Some candidates had studied both anchor texts for this theme and were therefore able to 
be flexible in their question selection. Reponses were seen on both Wide Sargasso Sea and 
Dracula.

On the whole, there was a lack of integrated analysis across this question with answers 
often being descriptive or literary. Candidates need to consider both bullet points when 
responding to the question. 
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Candidates need to ensure they are fully engaged with the question before they 
begin their response. This is most notable with question 12 where there has been a 
tendency to discuss crossing boundaries rather than the specific boundary featured 
in the question. Another aspect to avoid is candidates populating their responses with 
practised material that might have a close link to the question but does not fully address 
it.

• Candidates should be commended on their time management in the exam as this 
improved considerably during this series. Candidates should still be encouraged to 
plan their responses as the most common barrier to achievement was not consistently 
responding to the question set.  Often candidates began their responses with focus but 
often deviated to discuss material they were more confident with to the detriment of 
their achievement.

• Candidates have also greatly improved the integration of contextual material into their 
responses. There has been a move away from context being appended onto a response 
as a separate entity, although this is not yet demonstrated across the board. Candidate 
need to be conscious that all contextual discussions need to clearly link to the question 
set and enhance their response. Biographical information that has little relevance still 
dominates a large amount of responses.

• Ensure all bullets in a question are responded to. This has markedly improved since last 
year’s exam but there are still candidates who provided imbalanced responses and are 
therefore restricting their potential mark. All AOs are examined equally in each question 
and candidates need to bear this in mind when constructing their answer.

• A wider range of literary and linguistic terminology applied appropriately would often 
enhance a candidate’s response. However, ‘feature spotting’ should be avoided as it 
typically limits discussion and engagement with the question.

• A greater consideration of structure and form would be beneficial when answering the 
question in Section B. Candidates often did not fully engage with the form of the text 
they were answering on and therefore were limiting themselves in the exploration of the 
writer’s craft.

• It is also worth centres reinforcing to candidates the differences in requirements for 
8EL0 02 and 9EL0 02 as there were candidates who used both texts to answer the 
Section B question. This often led to candidates limiting their response through attempts 
to compare texts or by using material that was not relevant to the question. 

• Ensure candidates are answering the Section B question that relates to their chosen 
theme. Answering from a different theme will be classed as a rubric infringement.

• It has been noted that candidates are increasingly becoming more informal in their 
responses. While it is important that candidates are able to express their points in a 
fluent manner, their language should be consistently appropriate for the context they 
are writing for. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this 
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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