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Introduction

In summer 2025, over 7,600 candidates sat the A level Chinese examination. This paper includes a
translation exercise and two written responses to works. The total mark is 120.

In Section A, candidates must answer question 1 by translating a short piece of text from English
into Chinese. In Sections B and C, candidates must answer two questions: either two literary
works from Section B or one literary work from Section B and one film from Section C. The
duration of the examination is 2 hours and 40 minutes.

Question 1 carries 20 marks. The passage is based on one of the four themes indicated in the
Specification. Candidates are assessed on their ability to produce an accurate and appropriate
translation.

Section B consists of three questions (questions 2, 3, and 4) on different literary works, whereas
Section C consists of three questions (questions 5, 6, and 7) on different films. The prescribed
literary works and films can be found in Appendix 2 of the Specification. For questions 2 to 7,
each essay is assessed in the following three categories:

+ Critical and analytical response (20 marks)

* Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (20 marks)

« Accuracy of language (10 marks)

2 GCE Chinese 9CNO 02



Question 1

The English text focuses on the topic of Chinese economic development and environmental
issues. It uses a mix of short and longer sentences. The vocabulary is generally common but
includes some more specialised terms, which are supported by context. These terms are likely
familiar from everyday news and classroom discussions related to the economy and the
environment. The vocabulary is accessible to most candidates with an understanding of English
and Chinese at this level.
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M,

Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A total of 12 marks are awarded for Section 1, 2, 3,7, 9, 10, 13, 15, 16, 18, 19 and 20, as per
the mark scheme. In Section 4, the word “ tremendous " ( EXHKJ ) is missing from the
translation. In Sections 5 and 6, “ incomes " ( B8N\ ) and “ career opportunities " ( FRILHE )
are also missing from the translation. Therefore, no marks are awarded. In Section 7, the
structure of “while” is not reflected in the translation. However, the marker gave the
candidate the benefit of the doubt, so the answer is accepted. Sections 11, 12, and 14 do
not demonstrate the candidate’s understanding of the text. In Section 17, “F—4"" (next
one) does not mean “F—{X" (next generation), so no marks can be awarded.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip

It is worth mentioning that wrong characters ( % ) will not be accepted, regardless of
whether the character is an actual Chinese character or a fabricated one. However, if a
character is missing a stroke or two but the meaning remains clear and understandable,
marks may still be awarded. In the translation try to work out what is being tested. Check
your work very carefully, reviewing some basic features such as conjunctions, linking words.
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent version, which earns 19 out of 20—virtually full marks. The only blemish
is in Section 7: the vocabulary item “celebrate” is not translated. This is a key verb in the
sentence, so the candidate is expected to include it in order to convey the full meaning. With
a bit more attention to detail, this version could no doubt have been improved.

\ Examiner Tip

It is worth mentioning that wrong characters ( % ) will not be accepted, regardless of
whether the character is an actual Chinese character or a fabricated one. However, if a
character is missing a stroke or two but the meaning remains clear and understandable,
marks may still be awarded. In the translation try to work out what is being tested. Check
your work very carefully, reviewing some basic features such as conjunctions, linking words.
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Examiner Comments

A total of 9 marks are awarded for Sections 2, 3, 5, 8, 16, 17, 18, 19, and 20, as per the mark
scheme. In Section 1, the candidate gets the number wrong, resulting in an inaccuracy. In
Section 4, the word “ tremendous " ( EXHRY ) is missing from the translation. From Section 6
to Section 15, the candidate manages to identify a few isolated words but fails to construct
coherent sentences. From Section 16 onwards, the translation is clear, although the use of
“Z&" (as a helper verb) in Sections 19 and 20 is unnecessary.

-y sultsPlus
\ Examiner Tip

It is worth mentioning that wrong characters ( 5% ) will not be accepted, regardless of
whether the character is an actual Chinese character or a fabricated one. However, if a
character is missing a stroke or two but the meaning remains clear and understandable,
marks may still be awarded. In the translation try to work out what is being tested. Check
your work very carefully, reviewing some basic features such as conjunctions, linking words.

GCE Chinese 9CNO 02



105

120

135

150

65

95
9CNO 02

GCE Chinese

0 =] - 2 _n 8
N IEEIEYEY
SRR
~< X [
B | N s |
R sa (g ][
IS I Y
I qr___ A |
| en|| |t |
S| W RS
e N =i
ud e~
I |e = sl
x| B2l ]| -
2| el [ K| =] e |
ERESIESIRIES

10



M,

Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

A total of 4 marks are awarded for Sections 13, 15, 19, and 20, as per the mark scheme. The
candidate managed to comprehend some isolated Chinese words in the first paragraph.
However, due to a lack of understanding, the translation falls apart and causes some
confusion. In the second paragraph of the passage, the candidate misunderstands the noun
“studies " (R ) as the verb “ study ” ( %3] ) and fails to convey the intended meaning. The
candidate also omits other elements from the passage, leaving noticeable gaps in the
translation. In Section 18, the candidate understands the sentence structure. However,
confusion between the Chinese phrases “RX%®TF" (under the sky) and “BEkE"” (on the planet)
results in an inaccurate translation.

\ Examiner Tip

It is worth mentioning that wrong characters ( % ) will not be accepted, regardless of
whether the character is an actual Chinese character or a fabricated one. However, if a
character is missing a stroke or two but the meaning remains clear and understandable,
marks may still be awarded. In the translation try to work out what is being tested. Check
your work very carefully, reviewing some basic features such as conjunctions, linking words.

GCE Chinese 9CNO 02
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Question 2

This was the most popular question chosen by the largest number of candidates in this summer
series. The question asks candidates to analyse how the author conveys the importance of Feng
to Qiuhu. The question provides clear guidance on which aspects of the text to focus on. The
question is framed to allow candidates to construct an argument (AO4), as well as to analyse
themes and characterisation (AO4). Many candidates explore themes such as personal adversity
and self-confidence. The question also gives candidates the opportunity to consider literary
techniques and demonstrate their knowledge of appropriate terminology (AO3).

12 GCE Chinese 9CNO 02
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Examiner Comments

Overall, this is a very sound essay. Focus on the question is maintained. The point of
importance of Feng to Qiuhu is well made in the beginning of the essay. Some good material
is used to raise arguments, and some appropriate interpretations and points have been
made. The fact that Qiuhu named Feng with his sister’s name and fed Feng with care imply
his longing for familial love. Generally, the argument is mostly detailed, logical, with some
persuasive conclusions that link together. For critical and analytical response, the essay is
awarded 12 marks out of 20 marks. There are frequent examples of complex structures and
vocabulary. Terminology is used frequently and appropriately for literary analysis. Language
is very accurate; errors do not hinder clarity of communication. For range of grammatical
structures and vocabulary, the essay is awarded 15 out of 20 marks. 10 marks are awarded
for accuracy of languages. A total of 12+15+10 marks are awarded for CA ( A04), GS (AO3)
and AL (AO3), as per the mark scheme.
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Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a well-written essay with good content and a consistent focus on the task. There is a
clear initial statement of the main theme, highlighting the positive changes Feng brings to
Qiuhu. The candidate then analyses Qiuhu'’s transformation through the use of contrast and
further extending the discussion to explore the symbolic significance of Feng in the text.
Feng is also compared to Qiuhu’s younger sister, which helps explain Qiuhu’s devoted care
for the pigeon. In the concluding paragraph, the candidate summarises Feng's deep
influence on Qiuhu in terms of familial love, friendship, and personal growth. The essay
effectively echoes the theme, with a clear structure and coherent reasoning throughout. It is
clear that the question has been answered in a convincing manner. For critical and analytical
response, the essay is awarded 18 marks out of 20 marks. The language used is also
impressive. A variety of grammatical structures and complex language have been used
effectively and consistently. The use of terminology is appropriate for literary analysis. The
language is accurate throughout, resulting in consistently coherent writing. For range of
grammatical structures and vocabulary, the essay is awarded 18 out of 20 marks. 10 marks
are awarded for accuracy of languages. A total of 18+18+10 marks are awarded for CA (
A04), GS (AO3) and AL (AO3), as per the mark scheme.

18
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This essay is moderately successful. Some good material is suggested, and the response is
relevant to particular aspects of the question. In the introduction, the candidate tackles the
question directly and, at the end of the paragraph, explains how important Feng is to Qiuhu.
In the essay, the candidate explains that Qiuhu treats Feng as a family member and cares
for it attentively. There is evidence of engagement with particular aspects of the question,
with some appropriate interpretations and points of view. Sometimes the argument is
justified by appropriately selected evidence from the work. However, in several places there
are some strange points being made, for example, “flying away, Feng reminds Qiuhu of
Fengjie who married into a distant land”; “Qiuhu had to be independent when his parents
had passed away.”. These details do not appear in the work and are irrelevant to the
question. For critical and analytical response, the essay is awarded 9 marks out of 20 marks.
There are some examples of complex structures and the language flows naturally. Some
terminology is used appropriately for literary analysis. There are some errors, but they rarely
hinder clarity of communication. For range of grammatical structures and vocabulary, the
essay is awarded 10 out of 20 marks. 8 marks are awarded for accuracy of language. A total
of 9 +10 + 8 marks are awarded for CA ( A04), GS (AO3) and AL (AO3), as per the mark
scheme.

4 Plus
\ Examiner Tip

Read the questions very attentively and respond relevantly to the precise terms of the task.
Resist the temptation to try to demonstrate your knowledge by including everything you
know about the chosen item of study. Make relevant, analytical points and then illustrate
them with appropriate references to the work studied.

GCE Chinese 9CNO 02 21



Question 3

This is also a popular question in this summer series. The question explicitly refers to the framing
of the story using reminiscence and memory. Candidates are given opportunities to meet AO3
and AO4, constructing an argument (AO4) with specific reference to authorial intent as well as
identify literary techniques (AO3). Many candidates included the use of reminiscence as framing
to juxtapose Yingzi's father’s strict and caring sides and the literary symbolism of the "flowers"
reflecting her father’s life.
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Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

From a content perspective, this essay lacks focus and fails to respond to the question
effectively. After a general opening comment, the candidate shows an intention to answer
the question. However, the second paragraph moves away from the main topic. The
comparison of flowers that follows is not clearly related to the question. Some attempt is
made at interpretation, but the essay presents a limited argument and lacks a clear
conclusion. For critical and analytical response, the essay is awarded 4 marks out of 20
marks. There are some examples of complex structures and the language flows naturally.
Some terminology is used appropriately for literary analysis. There are some errors, but they
rarely hinder clarity of communication. For range of grammatical structures and vocabulary,
the essay is awarded 10 out of 20 marks. 8 marks are awarded for accuracy of language. A
total pf 4 + 10 + 8 marks are awarded for CA ( A04), GS (AO3) and AL (AO3), as per the mark
scheme.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip

Use narration and description to exemplify and not as the sole basis of an answer. Make
relevant, analytical points and illustrate them with appropriate references to the work
studied.

24
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Examiner Comments

This is a good, all-round performance which deserved the award of total 16 +17 + 9 marks
for CA (A04), GS (AO3) and AL (AO3), as per the mark scheme. The candidate goes straight
into tackling of the question and mentions the story using reminiscence and memory. The
candidate gives the use of reminiscence as framing to portray her journey of growth and
juxtapose Yingzi's father’s strict and caring sides. Although the detail of “deliver money to
the military police” is not accurate, there is no loss of focus. Some appropriate
interpretations and points have been made and the conclusion is drawn clearly at the end of
the essay. For critical and analytical response, the essay is awarded 16 marks out of 20
marks. The language used is excellent and the candidate is able to produce articulate writing
consistently. The vocabulary used is varied and sophisticated. The terminology is used
effectively. Language is accurate throughout. There are only some isolated wrongly written
characters, which do not hinder clarity of communication. For range of grammatical
structures and vocabulary, the essay is awarded 17 out of 20 marks. 9 marks are awarded
for accuracy of languages. A total 16+17+9 marks are awarded for CA ( A04), GS (AO3) and AL
(AO3), as per the mark scheme.
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Examiner Comments

This essay represents a good response to the task. Focus is kept predominantly on the
question. The candidate refers to some details in the novel, for example, graduation
ceremony, being punished by dad and sending money to the post office. The candidate tries
to link this material back to the question. Some of these points might have received a little
more emphasis and development but a balanced view is given. For critical and analytical
response, the essay is awarded 15 marks out of 20 marks. The language has a sound range
of vocabulary and some simple structures. There are a few blemishes in the choice of
vocabulary but rarely impairs communication. For range of grammatical structures and
vocabulary, the essay is awarded 15 out of 20. 8 marks are awarded for accuracy of
language. A total of 15 + 15 + 8 marks are awarded for CA ( A04), GS (AO3) and AL (AO3), as
per the mark scheme.

30
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Question 4

Many candidates chose to answer this question in this summer series. The question is about how
the narrator perceives the young Runtu. The question leaves the candidate room for deeper
analysis of how characterisation illustrates social issues such as class (AO4). Many candidates
refer to authorial techniques (AO3 and AO4) such as particularly evocative physical descriptions
(eg young Runtu’s purplish round face), how the author uses actions to illustrate character (eg
young Runtu'’s timidity around adults and generosity to the narrator).

32 GCE Chinese 9CNO 02
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M,

Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The introduction includes points that stray from the main focus of the question. The essay
continues with the quite extraordinary descriptions of Runtu in the eyes of Luxun. This is
followed by an argument that middle-aged Runtu has changed and the relationship
between them is also different. The candidate then talked about the relationship
of their younger generation. As a conclusion, the candidate makes some claims about
Luxun's attitudes toward the society. This question is not closely addressed and little
reference is made to teenage Runtu. For critical and analytical response, the essay is
awarded 8 marks out of 20 marks. The language has a good range of vocabulary and some
complex structures. There are very few blemishes in the choice of vocabulary but this rarely
impairs communication. For range of grammatical structures and vocabulary, the essay is
awarded 18 out of 20 marks. 8 marks are awarded for accuracy of language. A total of
8+16+8 marks are awarded for CA (A04), GS (AO3) and AL (AO3), as per the mark scheme.

Plus
\ Examiner Tip

When writing essays, it is important to read the questions attentively and respond
precisely to what is being asked.
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Question 5

This is the most popular film candidates chose to answer in this summer series.

The question asks how the film portrays the power of the primary school class leader through
Luo Lei and Chengcheng. The question explicitly instructs the candidate to consider the depiction
of Luo Lei and Chengcheng in order to address the specific idea of power imbalance. The
question gives candidates an opportunity to present their own critical response (AO4).
Furthermore, candidates also have opportunities to refer to film-making techniques (AO3) to
address the question. Many candidates refer to events in the narrative of several key scenes such
as naptime, the talent show and the home scenes of the class leader candidates.
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Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The candidate makes some good points on showing the class leader’s power. In the first
paragraph, the candidate addresses their opinions and responses to the question directly.
Then the candidate gives some relevant evidence to show the power of the class leader.
Some appropriate interpretations and points of view are made. Some persuasive
conclusions are drawn at the end of the essay. For critical and analytical response, the essay
is awarded 13 marks out of 20 marks. The language is not impressive but is articulate
throughout. There is some variety in the vocabulary, which is adequate for the task. While
there are some incorrect characters, which do not always impair understanding. Their
frequency reduces the overall quality of the language. For range of grammatical structures
and vocabulary, the essay is awarded 14 out of 20 marks. 7 marks are awarded for accuracy
of language. A total of 13 + 14 + 7 marks are awarded for CA (A04), GS (AO3) and AL (AO3), as
per the mark scheme.
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Y / ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

This is a very readable essay that deals comprehensively with the question. The introduction
gives a clear indication of what is to follow. Firstly, after being nominated as a candidate, the
fact that Chengcheng tells his parents that everyone has to listen to the class leader and
follow their instructions demonstrate the class leader's power. Secondly, the candidate
provides some evidence of the power of Luo Lei as the current class leader. Finally, the
candidate refers to the playground scene to show the superior role of the class leader. The
conclusion then makes the rather nice point that the class leader plays a very important role
in school life. The response is relevant throughout and gives convincing interpretations with
appropriately selected evidence from the film. The essay could be safely placed in the top
box and was given 17 marks out of 20. The piece reads fluently. There is varied use of
grammatical structures producing consistently articulate writing. For range of the
grammatical structure and vocabulary it is also placed in the top part of the grid on 16
marks out of 20. There are a small number of errors in the forms of the language, but these
do not impede comprehension and for accuracy a mark of 9 out of 10 was given. A total of
17 + 16 + 9 marks are awarded for CA ( A04), GS (AO3) and AL (AO3), as per the mark
scheme.
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Question 6

Few candidates opted to answer this question in this summer series. The question expects
candidates to examine the societal challenges faced by migrant workers in the city. Many
candidates explore how a story element- Xiaogui and his experiences in the big city in the film,
has been used to symbolise and illustrate a wider theme. They try to produce some critical

response (AO4) and demonstrate some grasp of film language (AO3).
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Examiner Comments

The introduction gives a fairly clear idea of what is going to be done. The main part of the
essay begins with the point that Xiaogui becomes a courier and describes his experience in
Beijing. Next, the candidate writes about how Xiaogui looks for his stolen bicycle and is
beaten by others. In the final paragraph, the candidate draws a conclusion and responds to
the question. Some relevant points are made and illustrated. Focus on the task is not always
maintained, but there are some convincing interpretations backed up with some
appropriately selected evidence from the work. For critical response this essay was given 12
marks out of 20. The language is perfectly acceptable. For the most part the piece reads
fluently, and the writing is articulate. The essay contains some varied vocabulary and some
examples of complex language. It is possible to identify a small number of errors in the
forms of the language but these do not spoil comprehension. For range of grammatical
structures and vocabulary, the essay is awarded 14 out of 20 marks. 8 marks are awarded
for accuracy of language. A total of 12 + 14 + 8 marks are awarded for CA ( A04), GS (AO3)
and AL (AO3), as per the mark scheme.

\ Examiner Tip

When writing essays, read the questions attentively and ensure your response
addresses the precise tems of the task.
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Question 7

This question was attempted by only a small number of candidates in this summer series.
The question asks candidate to look at how Gui influences both Kar On and Lueng Foon. Many
candidates refer to the filmic techniques (AO3 ) used by the filmmakers to illustrate the inner
lives of both Kar On and Leung, for example both characters are relatively silent and do not
express their emotions verbally but demonstrate their greater emotional openness by action.
Moreover, as both Kar On and Leung Foon are present as a mirror to the positive influence of
Gui, some candidates present their critical response to the film (AO4) when it comes to themes of
love and caring.
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Examiner Comments

This is a very readable essay which deals comprehensively with the question. The
introduction gives a clear indication of what is to follow. Firstly, it presents the evidence of
how Gui impacts on Leung Foon and her life. Then, the candidate moves on to Kar On and
discusses how Gui influenced him in silence. The conclusion makes the rather nice point
that Gui makes Tianshuiwe, a miserable place, into a warm and loving home for both of
them. The response is relevant throughout and gives some convincing interpretations,
supported by appropriately selected evidence from the film. The essay could be confidently
placed in the top box and was given 16 marks out of 20. The piece reads fluently. There is
varied use of grammatical structures, producing consistently articulate writing. For range of
grammatical structures, the essay was also placed in the top part of the grid on 17 marks
out of 20. Language is very accurate and for accuracy full marks was given. A total of 16 + 17
+ 10 marks are awarded for CA (A04), GS (AO3) and AL (AO3), as per the mark scheme.
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Paper Summary

Based on the information from this report, candidates are given the following advice:

Be familiar with the A Level specification, understand the assessment criteria, and be aware
of the gap between the GCSE and A Level courses.

Consolidate GCSE vocabulary and grammar during the A Level course to improve exam
performance.

In Question 1, be attentive to all sections of the translation. Look out for key elements, such
as key verbs, adjectives, linking words and conjunctions; proofread the translation carefully
and avoid losing marks due to a careless lack of attention to detail.

Study the novels and the films thoroughly to develop strong understanding of works and to
identify relevant evidence effectively.

Read the question carefully, paying extra attention to the key words in each one, and make
sure you fully understand what is being asked.

Write essays with a clear structure, ensuring that points follow logically from one to the next,
with a consistent thread running throughout the response. This should be reflected in
effective introductions and conclusions, with well-linked arguments to maintain focus and
coherence.

Incorporate literary and cinematic terminology appropriately into the response.

Write Chinese characters accurately. Take some time to check your work and make corrections where

necessary.
Write Chinese characters correctly. Avoid using pinyin which is not acceptable in this paper.
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Grade boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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