
Examiners’ Report
June 2025

GCE Chinese 9CN0 01



Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK’s largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and specific
programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites at
https://www.edexcel.com or https://www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your students'
exam results.

• See students' scores for every exam question.

• Understand how your students' performance compares with class and national averages.

• Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to develop
their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit https://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds of
people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in education for over 150 years,
and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international reputation
for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through innovation in education.
Find out more about how we can help you and your students at: https://www.pearson.com/uk.

June 2025

Publications Code 9CN0_01_2506_ER

All the material in this publication is copyright

© Pearson Education Ltd 2025

GCE Chinese 9CN0 01 1

https://www.edexcel.com
https://www.btec.co.uk
https://www.edexcel.com/contactus
https://www.edexcel.com/resultsplus
https://www.pearson.com/uk


Introduction
This paper assesses the candidates’ understanding of spoken and written Chinese from a
variety of types of authentic texts and listening materials, as well as their ability to translate
accurately from Chinese to English.

Students should be able to:

• Understand main points, gist and detail from spoken and written material

• Infer meaning from complex spoken and written material

• Assimilate and use information from spoken and written sources, including material from
online media

• Summarise information from spoken sources, reporting key points and subject matter

• Translate from Chinese to English.

This paper has a total of 80 marks. It comprises three sections. Section A: Listening (30 marks);
Section B: Reading (30 marks); Section C: Translation into English (20 marks). Students must
answer all questions in each section (A, B and C).

The use of dictionaries is not permitted.

The total assessment time is 2 hours. Students are recommended to spend 50 minutes on Section
A, 50 minutes on section B and 20 minutes on Section C.

Students have full control of the recordings. They can work through the sections and the
questions in any order they prefer. However, it is recommended that candidates work through
the questions in the order given within each Section.

Question 2
This is an open-response question. When responding to open-response questions, candidates
may use words from the listening passage, but they must not transcribe parts of the text where
the questions require them to manipulate the language in order to render the responses accurate
to the questions.

There are no marks for quality of language in this paper so minor errors and omissions, for
example missing a stroke in writing Chinese characters, will be tolerated as long as the message
is not ambiguous and does not interfere with communication.

Q2 is a listening passage based on a news report about Chinese astronauts celebrating Spring
Festival in space. It is an open-response question worth 8 marks. In general, candidates
performed well on this question.
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(a) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark scheme. (b) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark
scheme. (c) 0 mark is awarded as the first response 天心 does not have the same meaning
as the correct answer 开心 , and the second response 幸遇 does not have the same
meaning as the correct answer 幸运 . In total, 0 mark is awarded for this item. (d) 1 mark is
awarded as per the mark scheme. (e) 1 mark is awarded for the first response as per the
mark scheme. 1 mark is also awarded for the second response as per the mark scheme. (f) 1
mark is awarded as per the mark scheme.

Candidates should continue to answer questions directly and succinctly. And they should
continue to provide the correct number of responses as required, that is, when it is a one-
mark question, one response should be given; when it is a two-mark question, two
responses should be given.

Question 3(a)
This is an open-response question. When responding to open-response questions, candidates
may use words from the listening passage, but they must not transcribe parts of the text where
the questions require them to manipulate the language in order to render the responses accurate
to the questions.

There are no marks for quality of language in this paper so minor errors and omissions, for
example missing a stroke in writing Chinese characters, will be tolerated as long as the message
is not ambiguous and does not interfere with communication.

Q3a is a listening passage in which two people talk about their respective reasons for not getting
married.
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This question asks candidates to identify what is similar between women who live in the
countryside and those who live in the city. However, this candidate talks only about those
women who live in the countryside and nothing about those who live in the city.

Candidates should read questions carefully and ensure that they address the questions
directly and succinctly in their answers.
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(i) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark scheme. (ii) 1 mark is awarded for the first response as
per the mark scheme. 1 mark is given for the second response as per the mark scheme. In
total, 2 marks are awarded for this item. (iii) 1 mark is awarded for the first response as per
the mark scheme. 0 mark is awarded for the second response as the lack of sufficient detail
has caused the meaning of the response to differ from that of the original passage. In total, 1
mark is awarded for this item. (iv) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark scheme. (v) 1 mark is
awarded as per the mark scheme. (vi) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark scheme.

Candidates should continue to answer questions directly and succinctly. And they should
continue to provide the correct number of responses as required, that is, when it is a one-
mark question, one response should be given; when it is a two-mark question, two
responses should be given.

Question 3(b)
Candidates are required to summarise the passage they listened to. They may use words from the
listening passage, but they must not transcribe the content word by word.

There are no marks for quality of language in this paper so minor errors and omissions, for
example missing a stroke in writing Chinese characters, will be tolerated as long as the message
is not ambiguous and does not interfere with communication.

Q3b is an interview in which two people talk about some of the reasons young people are
reluctant to get married nowadays and some of the issues society is facing due to an
unwillingness to get married.
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2 marks are awarded for this section. Element one is correct, so 1 mark is given. Element 2 is
correct, in spite of the ill-formed character 婚 , so 1 mark is awarded . In principle, ill
formed characters are accepted as long as they have not become a new character with a
different meaning . Element 3 contains Pinyin, so 0 mark is awarded. In principle, Pinyin is
not accepted . Element 4 is incorrect, so 0 mark is awarded.

Candidates are reminded to write a summary of the passage they listened to rather than 
transcribing the whole passage they heard.
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2 marks are awarded for this section. Element one is correct, so 1 mark is given. Element 2 is
incorrect, as 百天 and 白天 do not have the same meaning. For this reason, 0 mark is
awarded. Element 3 does not indicate who 付养孩子的费用 so 0 mark is awarded. Element
4 is correct, so 1 mark is awarded.

Candidates are reminded to write a summary of the passage they listened to rather than
transcribing the whole passage they heard.

Question 4
This is a multiple-choice question. Candidates were required to choose the four correct sentences
out of a possible nine, based on the given reading passage. A majority of candidates were
successful with this task, and many scored full marks.

Q4 is a reading text about the labour market in Taiwan. This topic comes under Theme 1: The
evolving Chinese society/当代华人社会变迁/當代華人社會變遷.
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4 marks are awarded as all the boxes ticked are correct.

A maximum of 4 boxes should be ticked.

Question 5
This is an open-response question. For open-response questions candidates do not have to write
in full sentences and may respond using single words and phrases. They may use words from the
reading text; however, they must make sure that every response provided addresses the question
directly and succinctly. Marks will not be awarded to lifted text if the question requires them to
manipulate the language in order to render the response(s) accurate to the question.

There are no marks for quality of language in this paper so minor errors and omissions, for
example missing a stroke in writing Chinese characters, will be tolerated as long as the message
is not ambiguous and does not interfere with communication.

Q5 is a reading passage based on the new rules and regulations involved in the sorting of rubbish
in Beijing. It is an open-response question worth 6 marks. In general, candidates performed well
on this question.
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(a) 2 marks are awarded as per the mark scheme. (b) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark
scheme. (c) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark scheme. (d) 1 mark is awarded as per the
mark scheme. (e) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark scheme.

Candidates should read questions carefully and ensure that they address the questions
directly and succinctly, in their responses.

Question 6
This is an open-response question. For open-response questions candidates do not have to write
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in full sentences and may respond using single words and phrases. They may use words from the
reading text; however, they must make sure that every response provided addresses the question
directly. Marks will not be awarded to lifted text if the question requires them to manipulate the
language in order to render the response(s) accurate to the question.

There are no marks for quality of language in this paper so minor errors and omissions, for
example missing a stroke in writing Chinese characters, will be tolerated as long as the message
is not ambiguous and does not interfere with communication.

Q6 is a reading text about cultural exchanges between Chinese and British young people. This
topic comes under Theme 4: Sino-British Relations/中英关系/中英關係. This is an open-response
question.

0 mark is awarded to this response, as what is given suggests that this candidate either did
not read the question carefully or did not properly understand the question.

Candidates are advised to read all given questions carefully and ensure that their responses 
address the questions directly and succinctly.
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(a) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark scheme. (b) 0 mark is awarded. This question requires
candidates to manipulate the language in order to render the response accurate to the
question, however, the meaning of the words lifted from the text is ambiguous and the
response indicates the candidate’s lack of understanding of the text. (c) 2 marks are
awarded in total. The first response is correct, so 1 mark is awarded. The second response is
also correct, so 1 mark is awarded. (d) 2 marks are awarded in total. The first response is
correct, so 1 mark is awarded. The second response is also correct, so 1 mark is awarded. (e)
1 mark is awarded as per the mark scheme. (f) 2 marks are awarded in total. The first
response is correct, so 1 mark is awarded. The second response is also correct, so 1 mark is
awarded as per the mark scheme. This candidate judiciously used words and phrases from
the text to address the question directly and succinctly. (g) 1 mark is awarded as per the
mark scheme.

Candidates are advised to manipulate the language to render the answer accurate to the
question. Candidates are allowed to use words and phrases from the text; however, they
should lift words and phrases judiciously and that their response should always address the
question directly and succinctly.

Question 7
This is an open-response question. For open-response questions candidates do not have to write
in full sentences and may respond using single words and phrases. They may use words from the
reading text; however, they must make sure that every response provided addresses the question
directly. Marks will not be awarded to lifted text if the question requires them to manipulate the
language in order to render the response(s) accurate to the question.

There are no marks for quality of language in this paper so minor errors and omissions, for
example missing a stroke in writing Chinese characters, will be tolerated as long as the message
is not ambiguous and does not interfere with communication.

Q7 is a reading text about an international film festival. It is an open-response question worth 10
marks. In general, candidates performed well on this question.
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0 marks is awarded as the response provided is lifted from the text and the answer provided
does not make any sense.

Candidates are reminded that marks will not be awarded if they fail to extract the key 
information from the text to address the question directly. They are advised to manipulate 

the language to render the answer accurate to the question.

GCE Chinese 9CN0 01 15



16 GCE Chinese 9CN0 01



(a) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark scheme. This candidate provided a phrase which
addresses the question correctly, directly and succinctly. (b) 2 marks are awarded as per the
mark scheme. This candidate interpreted the meaning correctly and addressed the question
asked directly and succinctly. (c) 1 mark is awarded as per the mark scheme. This candidate
provided a phrase which addresses the question correctly, directly and succinctly. (d) 2
marks are awarded in total. The first response is correct, so 1 mark is awarded. The second
response is also correct, so 1 mark is awarded. This candidate addressed the question
directly and succinctly. (e) 2 marks are awarded in total. The first response is correct, so 1
mark is awarded. The second response is also correct, so 1 mark is awarded. Both of this
candidate’s responses addressed the question correctly, directly and succinctly. (f) 2
marks are awarded in total. This candidate interpreted the meaning correctly and addressed
the question correctly, directly and succinctly.

Candidates are advised to manipulate the language to render the answer accurate to the
question. Candidates are allowed to use words and phrases from the text; however, they
should lift content judiciously and their response should always address the question
directly and succinctly.

Question 8
Marking principles

Misspelling is tolerated as long as it does not lead to ambiguity, for example “drought”
misspelled as “drowght” would be acceptable but misspelled as “draught” would be
unacceptable as this would lead to ambiguity.

Variants are considered as acceptable if they convey the same intended meaning.

Translation is successful if an English speaker would understand the translation without having
understood the text in its original language.

Q8 is a translation exercise where candidates are required to translate from Chinese into English.
The text is about the megacity of Shanghai. This piece of translation is worth 20 marks. The
translation is divided into 20 sense groups and candidates are required to translate each sense
group correctly to score the mark. Many candidates were able to translate the text fairly
accurately.
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‘… the government plan to develop new towns in nearly area …’ ‘the government’ is
awarded 0 mark as the candidate failed to translate 当地 (local) from the original text.
‘plan to develop’ is awarded 1 mark. The grammar mistake in this phrase does not affect
the understanding of the particular part of the text in Chinese. ‘in nearly area’ is awarded
0 mark as an English speaker would not understand the translation without having
understood the text in Chinese.

Candidates are reminded that the translation should be completely based on words and 
phrases given in the original text. Adding additional words, failing to translate given words 
and/or phrases, changing the original meaning of the text will result in marks not being 

awarded for the section(s) concerned.
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This is a very good piece of translation and is awarded 20 marks. Although the translation is
not perfect, it is successful as an English speaker would easily understand the translation
without having understood the text in Chinese.

Candidates are reminded that the translation should be completely based on words and
phrases given in the original text. Adding additional words, failing to translate given words
and/or phrases, changing the original meaning of the text will result in marks not being
awarded for the section(s) concerned.
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Paper Summary
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

• Continue to read the questions carefully and address the questions directly and succinctly

• Continue to manipulate the language and use their own words to answer questions

• Words and phrases are sufficient – there is no need to write out full sentences

• Give the exact number of answers as requested. For example, if it is a one-mark question, you
should only give one answer; if it is a two-mark question, you should only give two answers

• Write in characters

• Translate the text provided faithfully and ensure that an English speaker would understand
the translation without having understood the text in Chinese

Students should be reminded that they should not:

• Give more responses than the number(s) required in multiple choice questions.

• Use Pinyin in their answers.

• Transcribe the audio passage(s) as their answer(s).

• ‘Lift’ whole sentences or paragraphs from the reading passage(s).

• Alter the meaning of the original translation passage by adding or deleting information, or by
giving a summary using their own words.
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Grade boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/support-topics/results-certification/grade-
boundaries.html
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