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Introduction

In the 2018 exam cycle, Chinese A2 6CNO03 paper is the last year of using
the 2008 specification. The paper's structure remains the same.

There are four questions on the paper.

Question 1 concerns reading comprehension. Candidates are required to
read a paragraph in Chinese and then answer a series of questions in
Chinese. The content of the text is within one of the 4 themes (Education
and Employment; Youth, Culture and Chinese traditional festivals; Food,
Diet and Health and Travel and Tourism)

In Question 2, candidates are required to translate a short paragraph
from English into Chinese related to one of the 4 themes. Candidate
translations are graded by both the accuracy of converting meaning as
well as the quality of their language.

In Question 3, candidates are required to write an essay between 250 and
500 words to respond to the pre-set 4 bullet points. This writing task is
orientated on the same topic as the reading text. The aim is to assess how
well candidates have acquired the abilities to comprehend information in
Chinese as well as to develop their understanding in a logical way to form
analyses and/or argument.

In Question 4, candidates are expected to respond showing that they have
researched via extensive reading and/or data collection related to the
target language and culture. Critical thinking skills and independent
evaluation should be exercised in candidates’ essays.

Question 1

In section A, candidates need to scan through the text and locate the
relevant information for the question requirements. Many candidates are
able to exercise their reading skill and select the required content. The
majority of candidates were able to answer this question successfully with
achieving full marks. Question (a) and (b) proved more difficult for a small
number of candidates.

Candidates are reminded that reading comprehension requires them to
identify the answers exclusively from the text and construct answers
precisely but not to cite the full sentence.



SECTION A: Reading
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Question 2

Most candidates performed this question well. General structures of
sentences, key phrases and word orders were presented successfully in
most candidates’ answers.

Many candidates were able to achieve 7/8 marks or above, however a
small number of candidates were let down by poor Chinese vocabulary -
they either left a gap for the words they did not remember how to write
or simply wrote Pinyin.

Candidates are advised to pay more attention to nuance in languages,
such as the subtle differences between T A, i, R#ZH/ K%, €/4%,



all of which can be translated into English word ‘can’. Some candidates
were on the liberal side by introducing added words in the translation
which were not present in the original text, such as 45/ 45, 1175, &%
/BT, KFLE/RFE, PE/FF,
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SECTION B: Translation

2 Write your answer to Section B here:
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Question 3

Most candidates were able to respond to all 4 bullet points and showed a
good understanding of the general topic which was food, diet and health;
but some candidates were unable to provide well-balanced coverage -
giving only one line for one bullet point but half page of writing to
another; with cursory mentioning of one bullet point but merging it with
another point; not covering all points. Some candidates did not use this
opportunity to show off their writing skills but simply copied the reading
text of Question 1, rendering their essay without detailed explanations.
For bullet point three some candidates talked only about the link between
fast food and health rather than the more general point of the connection
between diet and health. For bullet point four many candidates confined
themselves to the effects of modern life on diet rather than mentioning
the variety of health problems that result from our modern lifestyle.
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Question 4

In general, a Research-based essay requires candidates to provide strong
and well-focussed answers. Content has to be relevant at all times.
Candidates need to offer consistent explanations in their analysis. A
substantiated answer, making good use of facts, should be supported by
evaluation and judgements throughout but not just in the conclusion.
Using sound knowledge to support the evaluation is essential. In terms of
organisation and development, candidates should make effective links
between paragraphs and be well-structured and organised. Factors
should be linked and cross-evaluated.

This year's cohort demonstrated a slightly more in-depth research and
higher quality essays than last year, a clear indication of hard work and
preparation. But there were some essays indicated little or no research
was carried out for the chosen topic, and a few essays were not written
about the chosen topics. A few candidates wrote very good responses
based on a literary analysis of the writing methods but this did not meet
the requirement of this Question.



4

] SECTION D: Research-based Essay

Write your answer to Section D here:

Please put punctuation marks in the spaces between squares. Do not put punctuation
inside the squares.
Start a new line to begin a new paragraph.

Do not exceed the stipulated word limit (250-500 characters).
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Based on their performance in this paper, candidates are offered the

Paper Summary
following advice:



In Section A, candidates are reminded that reading comprehension
requires them to identify the answers exclusively from the text and
construct answers precisely but not to cite the full sentence.

In Section B, candidates are recommended to pay more attention to
nuance in language and should not add extra things in the translation that
were not present in the original text.

In Section C, candidates are reminded to respond to all four bullet
points and provide well-balanced coverage to per bullet point. Candidates
should draft their answers with wholly relevant information and provide
factual details in explanations. The essay structure should be clear and
coherent. There should be logical connections between each paragraph.

Section D is the Research-Based essay which requires candidates to
write up to 500 characters. Candidates should ensure that they choose a
topic area which is of interest to them and that is related to one of the
four specific topic areas: modern history, geography of China, society,
films and books.

It is vital that research is linked directly to Chinese culture and/or
society. Candidates are recommended to research widely and in depth
around their chosen topic. Keeping records and a bibliography of all
material consulted is essential, as is expected of academic research.

Candidates must be reminded that Research-based essay should offer
valuable sources or valid arguments and is not an exercise in creative
writing. Candidates should provide a strong and well-focussed topic, offer
consistent explanations and a substantiated answer which is supported
by evaluation throughout. They should employ balanced knowledge in
their analysis. They should make effective links between paragraphs and
their essay should be well-structured and organised. Opinions should be
linked and cross-evaluated.

Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the
website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwant to/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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