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Introduction
This paper was set to cover all areas of the specification. It comprises three sections testing
reading, grammar, translation skills and writing.
The time allocated is enough for average candidates who have studied the areas stated in
the syllabus.
It was comparable with previous years. Generally, most candidates coped well. Passages
were set to consider current issues and to be of interest to candidates.
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Question 1
Passage 1
This is about youth culture, mainly covering fashion and music. This is one of the topics with
which candidates should be familiar. Questions (Q) 1 and 2 relate to this passage, and both
questions were straightforward.
It was noticed that in Q1 candidates chose (b) as a correct answer: that might have been
due to general understanding, rather than from the text.

Question 2
In Q2 (b) Some candidates were correct, even when they chose the wrong form.
Most candidates were not successful with Q2 (c), where they chose the wrong form and
usually it was not from the text. Teachers should draw the attention to the rubric.
Candidates wrote ( )نينانفلاinstead of ( )بابشلاand they also wrote ( )نودلقيinstead
of ()هباشت. The first word is a verb for plural masculine, whilst the second is single
feminine. Candidates were not aware of the fact that the word should 'fit', if used in the
text.
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Question 3
Passage 2
This passage concerned the environment and climate change. This is also one of the topics
which is required to be covered in the specification. Students were asked to vocalize certain
words to reflect their knowledge of Arabic grammar, as well as their pronunciation.
Some candidates wrote ( ) نيونتon verbs or in the middle of the word; others put (  )نوكسat
the start.

Examiner Comments

It is clear that this candidate has not
read the rubric nor have they used past
papers or practised.

Examiner Tip

Teachers should teach grammar and make sure that
candidates know how to apply it. Candidates should use
past papers and mark schemes. They should also read the
rubric. No letter should have more than one vowel.
When vocalizing, sit upright so that no vowel will fall at the
wrong letter.
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Question 4
Passage 3
The topic here was education. It was a more complex text so that it challenged more able
candidates and allowed them to express opinions through their answers in Q5.
Q4 was another question relating to this passage. It required knowledge, deep
understanding of the passage and rich language.
This is an example of a candidate who manages to obtain 3 marks but they do not
understand the text well nor do they know how to approach the question.

Examiner Comments

It is obvious that this candidate is guessing, so some words are
in the right place. Others have nothing to do with the text yet
are still used. The last word does not make sense.

Examiner Tip

Where the gap requires a verb
- look at the words in the box
- find the verbs
- decide which one should be used.
If it is a noun, see if it should be definite or indefinite:
for example, it has ()لا
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Question 5
This question is also based on Passage 3.
For this question, candidates should be able to understand the text well, extract information
and give their opinions and views when asked. They should use their own words, showing
high 'Quality of Language'.

Examiner Comments

This is an excellent example. The candidate
understands the text and gives the correct
answers.
Language quality is very good.

Examiner Tip

Read the text carefully, understand it, then read
all of the questions.
Notice that no answer may be used twice. If you
do that, one must be wrong.
When asked for an opinion, you should justify it;
give reasons for your opinion.
Try to use your own words as much as possible.
It is unacceptable to copy from the text.

GCE Arabic 6AR01 01

7

When a candidate copies from the text or 'lifts' answers straight from the text, the quality of
language is affected because they are not using their own language.
Some candidates know that the answer is in a certain part of the text but do not know the
exact answer, so they copy the whole part or sometimes they copy it incompletely.

Examiner Comments

This candidate copies from the text. It is clear that in Q5 (b)
the copying is incomplete, despite the fact that a big part of the
paragraph is 'lifted'.
In Q5 (c), this candidate does not say in which system students
should pass exams to go to the next stage. Again, it is an
example of knowing that the answer is somewhere in the text
but not specifically where.
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Examiner Tip

If you are copying, make
sure that what you copy
makes sense.
When the question has 2
marks you need to give 2
points.

Question 6
Passage 4
This was the translation question, a text about the Sahara desert. It was also part of
students' topics and so they should understand it. Even so, there were candidates who
found terms challenging.

GCE Arabic 6AR01 01

9

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a poor response. The candidate does not
understand the text and cannot translate. The spelling is poor
and there is no transfer of meaning.

Examiner Tip

Read the whole text, including the title. Understand the
meaning of it before you start translating.
Then, translate a full sentence, not individual words.
Notice the link between the sentences.
There are certain terms and phrases which you should
know in both languages.
You should take into consideration language
differences; sometimes you might need to translate the
sentence back-to-front.
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This question requires good knowledge of terms and good vocabulary in both languages.

GCE Arabic 6AR01 01

11

Examiner Comments

This is an example of a good response.
The candidate gives a full transfer of meaning. They have good
knowledge of terms and idioms. Spelling and grammar is also
good.
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Question 7
The last question is a mixture of topics: media, youth culture and concerns. It gave the
students the freedom to choose any issue or topic about which they felt comfortable to
write, as long as they covered the main points.
There were good responses and some excellent ones, yet some candidates misunderstood
the question.
Language quality this year was generally below last year's standard. Both spelling and
grammar were below average. This included candidates from international centres. There
were still some candidates who made mistakes at a basic level and should not have been
entered for AS Arabic.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a good response. The answer is wholly
relevant. All points are covered and the candidate expresses
opinions and gives reasons for them.
The language quality is excellent, varied and appropriate.
Spelling and grammar are both very good.

Examiner Tip

Read the title and the stimulus first.
Read the question and understand it fully.
Read all the points and make sure that you cover them
all.
Check your answer: points, language and structure.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of a poor response. The candidate
misunderstands the question, so the answer is about the
competition, rather than giving a suggestion for a program.
The spelling and vocabulary are both poor and the grammar is
very weak. The candidate's first language influence is evident.
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Paper Summary
There were some excellent candidates. Across the paper performance varied.
In Q1, more candidates achieved higher marks than last year, including those who obtained
low grades.
Q2 proved to be more challenging this year for most candidates, even for those with high
grades.
Vocalization was a test for many candidates, noticeably those from international centres.
Some candidates put shadda at the start of a word; others put a tanween on verbs. This
should not be the case with AS level students.
In Q5, a considerable number of candidates were unable to translate certain words like
()تاحاو, and translated words like ( )لامشas 'left' instead of recognizing it as a direction.
Examiners noticed the use of spoken forms with much mixing of letters, for example ()ط
instead of ()ت. Examples of that could be found in Q7.
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.
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•

Candidates should know and understand when to use shadda and tanween

•

Candidates should know numbers

•

Candidates should know terms like حلطصم.

•

Teachers and candidates are advised to refer to past papers, mark schemes and the
Principal Examiner’s reports on the examinations, in order to understand rubrics and
question types
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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