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Introduction
This paper was set to cover all areas of the specification. It consists of three sections,
testing reading, grammar, translation skills and writing. The time allocated is more than
enough for candidates, who have studied the areas in the specification. It was comparable
with previous years. Generally, most candidates responded well.
Passages were set to be current and of interest to candidates.
The topic which the first text covered was health. Both Questions (Q)1 and Q2 related to
this passage, and both questions were straightforward.
Passage 2 covered the topic of the environment. The purpose was to use enough language
structures to test candidates’ grammar.
Passage 3 topic was the world around us.
Q4 related to this passage: it required knowledge, deep understanding of the passage and
rich language. In Q5, the questions were more complicated, so that they stretched more
able candidates and allowed them to express opinion through their answers.
Passage 4 covered cultural issues and the Arab family. It was also very current and students
should have understood it. The passage related to everyday life, so the vocabulary should
have been familiar, and hence easy to translate.
The last part of this paper was the essay question. The topic chosen for this was education.
The stimulus and question were very well received by candidates generally.
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Question 2
There was a very good response to this question, generally, apart from the Q2(c) option,
where a noticeable number of candidates were unable to find the alternative meaning from
the passage.
A few candidates did not understand the word ( )فدارملاto mean ()سكعلا. Some candidates used
( )فيرعتلا مالwhen there was no need for it, and did not use it when it was needed. Candidates
should make the word definite by ignoring the ( )لاin )رعاشمل(ا, or adding ( )لاin()ءاحصأ.

Examiner Comments

This is a good response, yet the
candidate was unable to use the correct
form of the word in Q2(d). 4 marks

Examiner Tip

The words should be found in the text
and not from the candidate's general
knowledge. Search the text, where you will
find the words in order; the first synonym/
opposite would come first, then followed by
the rest, in the same order.
The word should fit, if used instead of the
word in the text, and so should be in the
appropriate form.
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Question 3
Most candidates achieved well in this question, however, the majority were unsuccessful
regarding the vocalisation of the letter ()ظ, in the word ()اهمِّظنت.
Some candidates did not vocalize the whole word, but only put a vowel ( )ةكرحلاon the last
letter of the word. In some cases, candidates used more than one sign in a haphazard way.

Examiner Comments

This is a very good answer. The candidate
shows a good knowledge of Arabic
grammar and vocalised all the letters of
the underlined words. 5 marks

Examiner Tip

Vocalise all of the letters, not just the last
letter. Do not put more than one diacritic on
one letter.
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Question 4
Most candidates found this passage interesting and had no difficulties in filling the correct
words in the correct gaps. Quite a few candidates switched words between the last two
blanks or used the word ( )راجتinstead of نويفرحلا.
•
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One of the common mistakes in filling the second gap was using the word ( )لمجاinstead
of ()مدقا.
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Examiner Comments

This candidate gains 4/5, but does not fill the 3rd
gap correctly, using a noun instead of a verb.
4 marks

Examiner Tip

The words used to fill the gaps should make
sense and give a meaning which agrees
with the original text.

This type of question requires both understanding of the text and knowledge of how to apply
the language.
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Examiner Comments

This is a poor response. The candidate seems not
to understand the extract or have the ability to
apply the language correctly. 1 mark
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Question 5
Generally, the responses were good for this question. Some candidates had difficulty with
the following parts of the question:
Q5
5a: Quite a large number of candidates lost one mark because either they did not read the
question properly or they did not know the word ‘country’ in Arabic.
5b: The same problem occurred here. The verb used was in the past, asking ‘Where was the
market before?’. Often, candidates lost one mark because they gave the place of the market
nowadays.
5c: The first part of the question was well answered. Very few candidates managed to
answer the second part of this question.
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Question 6
Most of the students showed good translation skills in general, and they translated the text
to a good standard.
The common errors were: share, countryside, conservative, and characterised.
Some candidates became confused and translated ( )ةريبك ةداع ةرسألاas 'families are NOT big',
also that 'children take care of their parents', rather than the opposite و مهضعب عم نوبعلي لافطألا
 رابكلا ةياعرب نومعنيCandidates only translated one of the two words ()فئاظولا و نهملا, rather than
both. Usually, they translated it to 'all jobs'.
Instead of translating ()لمعت ال يتلا تنبلا, some candidates paraphrased and translated it as
'housewife'.
Many students had difficulty with translating the following words:
ديمع
الا
ةرس
ًاظفاحم
زيمتت
فيرلا
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Examiner Comments

This is an excellent translation.The
candidate shows awareness of nuance
and idiom. There is an excellent range of
structure, appropriately used, with a high
level of accuracy. 9 marks
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Examiner Tip

Always read the whole text, including the
title, before you start translating. Avoid
paraphrasing. If you cannot find the meaning
of a word, think of an alternative for the word
and read the sentence in the general context;
that should help you to make the correct
translation.
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Examiner Comments

This is a poor response. The candidate does not understand the
text or transfer the meaning. They leave too many gaps.

Examiner Tip

Try to understand the general meaning and read the
sentences accordingly. This might help you to translate
parts of the text.
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Question 7
Most candidates understood and liked this question. They expressed their enjoyment, and
demonstrated various wide vocabularies related to illiteracy and provided good plans to help
people nowadays.
Some candidates wrote about their own views and experiences with their own education,
and suggested methods to improve and accommodate poor children in schools. There were
some sincere answers that reflected candidates' level of understanding and wishes for what
should be done. They gave relevant answers and well-developed solutions.
However, some candidates misunderstood the topic and passed the concern to the
government, the king, the sheik, the minister of education and even the United Nations.
Quite a number of the candidates gave a very general answer, missing the point. They were
asked specifically to write about their involvement in the project and what part their friends
would play in finding solutions to the crisis ()كؤاقدصأ و تنأ كراشت فيك.
Generally, there was good communication, and good level of accuracy. Most candidates
managed successfully to use a variety of lexis and structures. However, many candidates
achieved good marks for 'Communication' but lost marks on 'Quality of Language', through
poor spelling, misuse of pronouns, and repetition of vocabulary.
This is an example of how a candidate:
•

gives a long introduction

•

misses the main point

•

only addresses the general topic and because of that receives a low mark for contents,
despite his good language
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Examiner Comments

By not reading the question carefully, this candidate achieved
a low mark, despite his appropriate vocabulary and correct
language. 28 marks

Examiner Tip

First:
•
Read the stimulus
•

Read the question

•

Pay attention to the bullet points

Then:
•
Make sure you understand the question
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•

Write a reasonable introduction

•

Cover all of the points

•

End with a conclusion
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Paper Summary
The paper was fair and the performance of candidates was comparable to last year’s
performance, or slightly better in some questions. In Q7, it was noticed that many
candidates elaborated on the introduction but not on the ideas or the project. This reflected
a lack of practice or knowledge of essay writing.
Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice.
•

Candidates should not write parts of their answer on a blank page or over the page,
without indicating that they have done so. This should be avoided - there is plenty of
space for candidates' responses on the ruled pages

•

Candidates should avoid writing in pencil first, then going over the answers in pen

•

Candidates should be encouraged to take time to read the question/instructions (rubric)
carefully, and to check that they have answered the question as set

Centres are advised that they should:
•

not enter candidate unless they are of AS/A calibre and are able to attempt the
questions with reasonable results

•

ensure that their candidates are well-prepared for these examinations

•

refer to Past Papers, Specimen Papers and Mark Schemes, as well as to read previous
Examiners’ Reports as part of their preparation for examinations. They should also
strongly advise their candidates to refer to these resources

•

consult the Specification and the Assessment Criteria in the Specification, to know the
basis on which marks are awarded

•

examine the Grade Boundary Descriptors. There is clear evidence that all these
reference materials have not been used sufficiently by centres or candidates
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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