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Before we get started...
Whether it be through having a conversation with our 
dedicated subject team or by receiving all of our free 
support materials in one easy to access place, we are 
100% committed to supporting you.

We’ve worked with teachers to provide the best switch 
experience, to save you time and give you the confidence 
to get started with us straight away.
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This switching support guide brings together the information 
you’ve told us you need in one handy place, along with clear 
guidance about where to go next with further questions.
Simply choose the step that’s right for you…

If you like what you see, 
feel free to get in touch 

with us directly about how 
the course could work for 

you and your students.

Here are the essential 
things to know about our 

qualifications if you’re 
thinking of switching to us.

We’re here to support you 
every step of the way with 
unparalleled free and paid-

for resources.
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Discover the support

Get started straight away
We have everything you need to help you transition from your 
current awarding body, including:
•		 our qualification guide providing a quick overview of our 

specification and all the free support on offer

•		 free ‘New to Edexcel’ online training events run by our 
science experts to equip you with everything you need to get 
started.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/biology-a/2015/support/A_level_Biology_2015_Guide_new.pdf
https://pearson.cvent.com/c/calendar/2d91c6ad-b405-4988-b835-ced2cb294041?utm_source=cvent&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
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Discover the support

Get started straight away	
•		 Detailed mapping guidance to compare our 

specifications, support guides and online systems with 
your current awarding body (Biology A and Biology B).

•		 Teaching support to help you plan and teach our AS and 
A level Biology qualifications successfully (Biology A and 
Biology B).

•		 Free Scheme of Work (Biology A and Biology B) to help 
you plan your curriculum.

•		 1:1 support from our dedicated science subject 
specialist to make sure you have everything you  
need to hit the ground running.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMapping-document
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMapping-document
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015/teaching-support.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015/teaching-support.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
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Discover the support

Accessible assessments with  
a consistent approach for  
every paper
•		 Clear language, simple layout and consistent 

use of command words with no hidden surprises. 
See this in practice in our past exam papers  
(Biology A and Biology B).*

•		 Three complete sets of specimen papers, as well as 
two “mock exam” papers, to give your students lots of 
practice (Biology A and Biology B). 

*All materials published by Pearson Edexcel including past question papers and mark schemes are 
protected by copyright legislation and may not be copied or made available electronically in whole 
or in part without permission from Pearson. In addition, unauthorised or further dissemination of the 
above assessment materials can have a detrimental impact on teachers and learners who use them 
as mocks throughout the academic year.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMock-paper&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FSpecimen-paper-and-mark-scheme
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FMock-paper&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FSpecimen-paper-and-mark-scheme
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
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Discover the support

Support with what to expect in 
our assessments
•		 A guide to ‘Understanding our Assessments’ to explain our 

accessibility principles.

•		 A guide to transition from KS4 and best reinforce knowledge, 
skills and literacy in biology. 

•		 A guide to exemplar work with commentaries as well as 
extended open response questions with example student 
responses at each level (Biology A and Biology B).

•		 Comprehensive principal examiner reports  
(Biology A and Biology B) available for each paper from  
results day.

•		 Detailed pre-recorded feedback sessions from  
the summer 2019 exams by our senior  
examining team.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A Level/biology-a/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/AS-A-level-Biology-assessment-overview.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/support/training-from-pearson-uk/pre-recorded-training.html?QualFamily=A%20Level&QualSubject=Biology&utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
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Discover the support

Unbeatable local and national 
support
•		 Collaborative network events delivered by our Pearson Edexcel 

science specialists – providing you with a mix of CPD, networking 
and important updates.

    Our team members have brought back  
	 a wealth of information.

•		 Fast, expert advice and support from our dedicated science team.

We’re here to make sure cost and time aren’t barriers when switching 
to us, so get in touch to discuss the qualification  
support and resource packages open to you.

https://pearson.cvent.com/c/calendar/2d91c6ad-b405-4988-b835-ced2cb294041?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://twitter.com/PearsonSciences?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/about/talk-to-us
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
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Discover the support

Post-results support
•		 Access to Scripts – our free online service allowing you 

to view your students’ marked exam papers online or 
download as a PDF.

•		 ResultsPlus – our free online results analysis tool 
that gives you a detailed breakdown of your students’ 
performance in the exams.

•		 exemplar answers (Biology A and Biology B) with 
examiner feedback.

•		 examWizard – a free exam preparation tool containing a 
bank of Pearson Edexcel A level Science exam questions, 
mark schemes and examiners’ reports.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/access-to-scripts.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/support/Services/ResultsPlus.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://www.examwizard.co.uk/?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWB
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
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Discover the support

Expert subject advice  
from Irine
Irine Muhiuddin, your dedicated Subject 
Advisor, is on hand to help whenever  
you need. 

You can sign up for regular updates. 
Call 0330 058 9493 and follow her @PearsonSciences 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://twitter.com/@PearsonSciences?utm_source=guide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSEGS0918SWIT&utm_content=science
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
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Discover the support

Free support Pearson published resources*

Unparalleled support
Discover our wide range of free and paid-for 
resources for A level Biology A

Click on the icons to view samples

*You do not need to buy Pearson published resources to deliver 
Pearson Edexcel qualifications. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/fe-vocational/subjects/science-fe-vocational/salters-nuffield-as-and-a-level-biology-2015-snab/salters-nuffield-asa-level-biology-student-book-1-activebook-1#products
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCourse-planner
https://pearson.cvent.com/c/calendar/2d91c6ad-b405-4988-b835-ced2cb294041?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FSpecimen-paper-and-mark-scheme&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCPAC-guidance-and-tracking
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-a-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/fe-vocational/subjects/science-fe-vocational/ocr-as-and-a-level-science-2015/revise-ocr-asa-level-biology-revision-guide-1#products
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/fe-vocational/subjects/science-fe-vocational/ocr-as-and-a-level-science-2015/revise-ocr-asa-level-biology-revision-workbook-1#products
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Discover the support

Free support

Unparalleled support
Discover our wide range of free and paid-for 
resources for A level Biology B

Click on the icons to view samples*

*You do not need to buy Pearson published resources to deliver 
Pearson Edexcel qualifications. 

Pearson published resources*

https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/science-secondary/pearson-edexcel-as-and-a-level-science-2015/edexcel-asa-level-biology-b-student-book-1-activebook-2#products
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/science-secondary/pearson-edexcel-as-and-a-level-science-2015/revise-edexcel-asa-level-biology-b-revision-workbook-1#products
https://www.pearsonschoolsandfecolleges.co.uk/secondary/subjects/science/pearson-edexcel-as-and-a-level-science-2015/revise-edexcel-asa-level-biology-revision-guide-2#products
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCPAC-guidance-and-tracking
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FScheme-of-work
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FSpecimen-paper-and-mark-scheme&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FExemplar-material
https://pearson.cvent.com/c/calendar/2d91c6ad-b405-4988-b835-ced2cb294041?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/demo/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FCourse-planner
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
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We seek to help and inspire every learner in their journey 
to discover more about, and have a positive impact on, 
the world around us.

Nururing a life-long curiosity 
and passion for science

Why science 
matters

Access 
for all

Tried and 
tested

Unbeatable 
support



Discover the support

https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/science/why-science-matters.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/science/access-for-all.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/science/Triedandtested.html
https://www.pearson.com/uk/educators/schools/subject-area/science/unbeatable-support.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
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Course essentials
Get to know the course at a glance
Our qualification guides provide a quick overview of our 
specification requirements and assessment model:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/biology-a/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/At-a-glance-guide-to-the-new-A-level-Biology-A-Salters-Nuffield.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-a-levels/biology-b-2015.coursematerials.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FGuide
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/biology-a/2015/teaching-and-learning-materials/AS-A-level-Biology-assessment-overview.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/biology-a/2015/support/A_level_Biology_2015_Guide_new.pdf
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Specifications
Delve deeper into the detail
Download digital copies of our specifications so you can 
analyse these documents in detail:

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-gcses/sciences-2016.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments&filterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Document-Type%2FSpecification
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/biology-a/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/9781446930885-gce2015-a-bioa-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/biology-b/2015/specification-and-sample-assessment-materials/9781446930892-gce2015-a-biob-spec.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Chemistry/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/a-level-chemistry-2015-specification.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Physics/2015/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/pearsonedexcel-alevel-physics-spec.pdf
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Contact our Subject Advisor for more information:

Community page

@PearsonSciences

0161 855 7561
Give us a call

Stay updated

Our experts are on hand to answer any questions you 
may have about the course and how it could work for  
you and your students.

Get in touch

Get in touch

https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F90N000000kGe1SAE/science-astronomy-gq?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC0918ASWIT
https://twitter.com/@PearsonSciences?utm_source=guide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSEGS0918SWIT&utm_content=science
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Ready to switch?
If you like what you’ve seen and have decided to switch to 
our A level Biology qualification, request access to our digital 
welcome pack* containing links to our A level specification, 
mapping grids, past exam papers, and much more…

*Welcome pack includes links to:
3 an overview guide to our qualifications
3 downloadable specifications for Biology A and Biology B
3 access to previous exam papers
3 �mapping overview charts to help you compare our specifications with those 

from your previous awarding body
3 information about our 11-16 published resources
3 ResultsPlus mock analysis (analyse your exam data)
3 �FREE, New to Edexcel training and network events with  

other teachers who are joining us.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/qualification-support-sign-up.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/thinking-of-switching-to-pearson-edexcel-alevel-qualifications.html?utm_source=switchguide&utm_medium=referral&utm_campaign=GBSESC1219ASWIT
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If there’s anything else we can do to help you 
in making your decision to switch to Pearson, 

please don’t hesitate to let us know.  
Many thanks, 

The Pearson Edexcel Science Qualifications Team
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