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Introduction
 This is the fi rst year in which candidates have been examined for this A2 unit based upon the new 
GCE Urdu specifi cation. The content of the three sections of this unit have been drawn from units 
6826/02, 6825/03 and 6825/01 on the legacy specifi cation; however it must be noted that there 
are some fundamental changes in each section compared to their comparable legacy units.

Section A: Translation
This section requires candidates to translate a short passage of about 80 words from English into 
Urdu. There are a number of key differences compared to the legacy specifi cation unit 6826/02:

•  There is no longer a stimulus provided on which to base the translation;

•  The passage is rooted in one of the seven new General Topic Areas as described in the 
specifi cation;

•  The assessment criteria is focused on target words/phrases.

The above changes have made the task more discriminating. However, the overall performance 
of candidates in this question was good and a vast majority achieved good marks. Although every 
effort was made to cover as many acceptable alternatives as possible there were candidates who 
had only paraphrased the English passage and did not obtain marks.

Section B: Creative or discursive essay
In this section, candidates have the option to select either a creative or discursive essay and 
have a choice of seven questions (three creative and four discursive essays). 

This task is similar to that assessed in unit 6826/03 on the legacy specifi cation. However, in the 
new specifi cation candidates no longer have the option of choosing a task-based assignment. The 
topics for both the creative and discursive essays are rooted in one of the seven new General 
Topic Areas.

As in the past, UK born candidates have not been prepared to tackle creative tasks and they are 
in a better position to score more marks if they select to attempt a discursive task. As in previous 
years, the majority of candidates who opted to write creative essays lost valuable marks because 
of poor imaginative and vocabulary skills. The overall performance of candidates in creative 
essays was quite disappointing.

Among 4 discursive essays there was a wide choice of topics. ‘Internet and mobile phones’ 
proved to be the most popular topic and quite a large number of candidates produced very good 
responses and fulfi lled the criteria of answering both parts of the question. However, many 
candidates failed to give their opinion (evaluation) and lost marks. Overall, in discursive essays, 
there were many very pleasing responses but also many which did not deem to meet A2 standard. 
There was a lack of guidance from the teachers throughout.
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Section C: Research-based essay
In Section C (Research-based essay), candidates can choose from one of the following areas of 
research.

a) Geographical area

b) Historical study

c) Aspects of modern society

d) Literature and the arts (e.g. text, play or fi lm)

Candidates are rewarded for their Urdu-language research skills linked to their chosen area. This 
must relate to the culture and/or society of an Urdu-language country, countries or community.

The diffi cult task encountered in guiding the teachers to select an area of research and study for 
this unit and also for legacy unit 5/1 seems to be ongoing. It has been emphasised that the best 
option for candidates is literature and the arts e.g. text, play or fi lm unless there are mature 
students with good knowledge and understanding of the historical and geographical aspects of 
Pakistan and/or India.

In Section C there are 2 parts to each of the questions and candidates are expected to fulfi l both. 
They have to give clear evidence of in-depth reading and research and also show the ability to 
develop ideas and express and justify points of view effectively within a planned framework. 
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       Question 2(b) 
  In this question (2b) the candidates are given the opportunity to show their creative ability 
and up to 15 marks are awarded for understanding of question and imaginative response to the 
stimulus. 
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   Question 3(a) 
 Question 3(a) was the second most popular option. In this question candidates were required to 
write about the main problems of their chosen region or city. They were also expected to suggest 
ways to solve these problems. Most answers were based on general knowledge with no or little 
evidence of reading and research. Many candidates chose to write about various cities of the 
UK without any mention of an Urdu-Language Community and its problems in these cities. As a 
result, such responses gained a few or no marks. 

   Question 3(b) 
 Question 3(b) required candidates to write about an important event in the period of history 
they have studied and also to explain the reasons of its importance. The majority of candidates 
did not respond to the question set and instead wrote pre-learned long essays on famous 
personalities like the Quaid-e-Azam, Allama Iqbal and in some cases on prophet Mohammed 
(Peace be upon him) and Hazrat Umar. 

 

 

Examiner Tip

The stimulus is about a British born girl Alia going 
to Pakistan on her own for the fi rst time. Why not 
elaborate on her feelings about travelling alone 
and then about her experience of life in Pakistan.

Examiner Comments

This answer shows a fundamental error in answering the question. 
The candidate has very poor language and limited ability to 
manipulate the language. Some relevant points are made but 
there is little evidence of imaginative use of the stimulus.
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    Question 3(c) 
 3(c) was the least popular question and most responses were either very poor or largely 
irrelevant.   

 Question 3(d) 
  It was not surprising to note that in this section 3(d) was the most popular question. As expected 
most candidates chose ‘ Mirat-ul-Uroos’ and ‘Umrao Jan Ada’ as the novel and ‘Anarkali’ as the 
drama. When it came to the choice of fi lms, the sky was the limit. Most popular fi lms chosen 

Examiner Comments

The opening paragraph is good but the candidate has not been 
able to develop on what is being asked (details about the 
historical event).Similarly for the second part of the question 
the candidate devotes much of the answer to details about how 
Muslims felt in Pakistan after 1947 rather than throwing light on 
the importance of this event.
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were ‘Baghban’, ‘Kabhi khushi kabhi gham’, ‘Khuda ke lieye’ and ‘Mera nam Khan hai’. If the 
candidates read the question more carefully, responses would be much more relevant. For 
example, writing a comparative note on Akbari and Asghari or Anarkali and Dilaraam and in 
many cases writing the whole story of the novel/drama/fi lm did not answer the question on the 
main character and a discussion on its good and bad aspects. What was disappointing to note 
was that some very able candidates were penalised by either not getting proper guidance from 
the teachers or doing very little preparation themselves. All in all credit goes to quite a few 
candidates who managed to read and research and came up with excellent responses. 
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Being the fi rst year for this exam, examiners were advised to be fl exible with the application of 
the marking criteria. However, they could not do much for totally irrelevant responses.

Examiner Tip

To avoid wasting time by providing irrelevant 
material ,the candidate could have written as the 
opening lines “ I would like to write about the main 
character of a fi lm I have seen recently. It is played 
by....” It is an excellent way to make sure answers 
are focussed on the question.

Examiner Comments

The answer is largely irrelevant and refl ects very little on the 
good and bad aspects of the main character in the fi lm. The 
candidate has written the whole story of the fi lm without 
evaluation of a character.



15

Urdu 6UR04

Grade Max. Mark a* A B C D E N 

Raw mark boundary 100 72 65 58 51 44 38 32

Uniform mark scale boundary 130 117 104 91 78 65 52 39

Grade boundaries
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