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Grade characteristics
On the 18th of March the Secretary of state announced that the 2020 exam series in England would be cancelled to help fight the spread of Coronavirus (COVID-19). Exam boards will be contacting schools, colleges and other exam centres asking them to submit:
a centre assessment grade for every student in each of their subjects (the grade they would most likely to have achieved if they had sat their exams and completed any non-exam assessment)
the rank order of students within each grade for each subject (for example, for all those students with a centre assessment grade of 5 in GCSE Spanish, a rank order where 1 is the most secure/highest attaining student, and so on)
This document has been created to provide guidance on the key characteristics we would expect to see students display at specific grades, in order to help you make informed decisions when you review your students work in a subject.
Holistic approach to grades
You will need to grade your students using all the evidence available to you to determine what grade they would most likely have achieved had they sat the examination in the summer.  To reach this decision you and all the teaching staff will want to consider a wide range of information where it is available.  This may be through mock examinations results, non - examined assessments (NEA) and other general records or evidence of performance across the course of study.  It is only through reviewing all evidence available that you will be able to form a holistic view of likely candidate performance based on professional judgement. 
Keep in mind there are lots of different ways a student could make up the marks needed to achieve a grade, a student who performs very well on paper 1 and poorly on paper 2, may achieve the same grade as a student who has a solid performance on both papers.  
We are unable to show student examples of a specific grade due to the number of ways a grade can be achieved. However, each year we release indicative grade boundaries for each paper and NEA that give an indication of a student’s performance on that part of the qualification.
Past papers, mark schemes and indicative grade boundaries are available on our qualification subject pages
Grade Characteristics
We have worked closely with our senior examining team to get their expert views and review student work at key grades for A Level Spanish. We have used this expertise to develop grade characteristics for students at Grade 7 and 4 for GCSE and International GCSE qualifications and Grade A and C for A levels and International A levels.

We have provided three descriptions for each of these grades, highlighting characteristics of students who are high achieving within the grade, securely with the grade and those who have only just achieved the grade. This will enable you to start to place students within grades and also allow you to start the process of rank ordering your students.




GCE Spanish - Grade A Characteristics
	[bookmark: _Hlk38797612]Grade A
Most secure students
	Listening: The most secure grade A students score consistently well across all of the listening tasks in Paper 1 (Qs 1 to 4).  They score full marks in the first task (MCQ) and select targeted information heard to demonstrate good understanding of the extended task in Q4.  They can clearly understand different voices, genders and contexts, demonstrating familiarity with all of the prescribed themes of the specification.

Reading: The early written texts are easily handled (Paper 1, Qs 5 and 6) and, at this level, students manipulate language with ease in order to respond generally correctly and clearly to the short answer questions in Q7.  Qs8 and 9, based on longer texts taken from a historical or literary source, are generally well answered though there will be elements of challenge which only the very best will manage. Grade A students draw inferences from a text to answer challenging questions. For example, in the 2019 Paper 1 – Literary text q8(c)): students had to infer the relationship between Nurea and her husband; in Q 8(f) students had to explain why Nurea’s feelings were ironic.

They will read carefully to extract detail and deeper meaning.

Written response to works: The language is sophisticated and highly accurate, students use terminology appropriate to the context for example: “a medida que progresa la obra”, “en el primer acto”, “este hecho es fundamental en explicar xxxx en la obra”.  Both structures and vocabulary are varied and there is no difficulty in following the arguments made.   The most secure Grade A students offer very convincing interpretations of the literary work or film; they demonstrate close knowledge of the work and understanding of the form through relevant evidence.  Analysis is made through logical and well supported argument.  The Paper 2 essays are convincing, and achievement is comparable across the two.

Speaking:  The best Grade A students demonstrate a very good and perceptive level of knowledge and understanding of society and culture in Spain or another Spanish speaking community (Tasks 1 and 2). They respond easily in discussion of areas covering sub-themes of the overall theme chosen by the candidate; they give informed opinion or evaluation of an issue whilst also able to engage in natural discourse with the examiner.  Language is varied and appropriate to the context, including some topic-specific language such as “la pos-guerra”, “el Caudillo”, “el fusilamiento” (Theme 4) and discourse markers; communication is always articulate and communication is maintained throughout.
Translation: The most secure students demonstrate confident translation skills.  They give a very strong translation from Spanish to English, showing excellent knowledge of vocabulary and understanding of idiomatic language (Paper 1, Q10).  Translation from English to Spanish is highly accurate and more complex structures are likely to be successful (Paper 2, Q1). One example from the 2019 Paper 2, Question 1 is box 10 in the mark scheme: “before they reached an international audience”. This section required an imperfect subjunctive – “antes de que alcanzaran un público internacional”.

	Grade A
Secure students
	Listening: The secure Grade A students are confident in responding to listening tasks (Paper 1) and are likely to score full marks on Q1.   Short answer questions are generally well done, though Q3 may challenge. Students listen to the text and read the questions carefully, demonstrating understanding of specific detail.   Q4 - short answer (4a) followed by summary (4b) differentiates well, though some students will give too much superfluous information for a summary.

Reading:  These students read carefully and focus on the text which is relevant to the question.  They achieve well in Q5 (Paper1) and written Spanish is adequate for clear answers to short answer questions Qs 6-9.  The style of the longer texts, Qs 8 and 9, differentiates the secure candidate from the very best and some inference marks may be missed. 

Written response to works:  The secure Grade A students demonstrate good knowledge of the works studied and demonstrate their ability to analyse with frequent and generally relevant reference to the works.   Their Paper 2 essays are logical and the argument generally easy to follow.  Interpretative analysis is usually convincing.  Students’ language is adequate to the task, articulate and includes some variety of expression.  Any minor inaccuracies do not impede comprehension.

Speaking: These students offer relevant knowledge and considered understanding of Spain or (Theme 2) another Spanish speaking community; their research is firmly rooted in that area and remains focused (Paper 3, Task 2, parts 1 and 2).  Language is secure and confident and at a good level of complexity; consistently accurate.

Translation: The secure Grade A students give a strong rendition of the translation from Spanish to English with few areas of uncertainty in their translation (Paper 3, Q10). For example in Paper 1 2019, question 10 box – por la pertenencia de España a la zona euro – translated correctly as “because of Spain’s membership of the eurozone”. They will score over half marks when translating from English to Spanish (Paper 2, Q1).

	Grade A
Borderline students
	Listening: These students demonstrate a good level of understanding of gist and most specific detail though understanding across the four listening texts is likely to be inconsistent. Students generally score well on early questions (Paper 1, Qs 1 and 2). Written responses (Q3 and Q4) are clear; nevertheless summary skills may be poor (Q4b).

Reading: The borderline A/B students demonstrate good understanding of early written texts (Paper 1, Qs 5, 6), however Q7 begins to challenge as do Qs 8 and 9 and students may not understand items of idiomatic language and may miss the deeper meaning of a text.

Written response to works:  The borderline grade A students show good knowledge of the works and make reference through examples in their essays.  The examples chosen are generally relevant and support the argument, though there may be a lack of logical progression at points.  Conclusions may not always be persuasive, but the contributing arguments are usually well linked.  The student employs a good range of structures and vocabulary and some topic-specific vocabulary.  The two Paper 2 essays are sometimes of even standard, though it is not unusual that one is stronger than the other.  

Speaking:  These students directly address points raised in the discussion and are able to substantiate their opinions; they offer developed responses, engaging with the examiner in natural discussion.  They are able to express what they wish to say in appropriate language employing complex structures. For example, an Extract from task 1 script: “la generación pretransición que crecieron bajo el régimen franquista y aunque no fueran franquistas y apoyadores del franquismo todavía vivían en una sociedad bastante conservador con valores muy tradicionales de la Iglesia Católica”.  Communication is clear; the test remains clearly focused.

Translation:  Borderline A/B students deal well with the translation from Spanish into English, scoring above half marks (Paper 1, Q10).  Translation from English to Spanish is good though some of the most complex or idiomatic structures may not be successful (Paper 2, Q1).  For example: 2019, Paper 1 Question 1, box 19 -  “As a result, soaps will continue to be” – “Como resultado, las telenovelas continuarán siendo”.






GCE Spanish - Grade C Characteristics
	Grade C
Most secure students
	Listening:  These students achieve on all listening questions (Paper 1, Qs1-4); the summary question, 4b, is likely to challenge them and, when listening is tested in this long, mixed-skills paper, their performance is likely to be less good than that in the reading section.

Reading: The best Grade C students demonstrate their understanding of the range of reading texts in Paper 1 and usually have the language in which to answer clearly.   They will usually achieve well on Qs 5 and 6 but will be challenged most by Questions 7 to 9, the longer texts, which may be in an unfamiliar register (literary, historical).  These students complete the reading section but will not demonstrate full understanding of the later texts.

Written response to works: The most secure Grade C students demonstrate their knowledge of the works studied although one Paper 2 essay is likely to be stronger than the other.  They analyse aspects of the issue or theme raised in the question and make arguments which generally progress logically and lead to valid conclusions.  These students back up their analysis with some specific, relevant reference to the work.  Language is varied and largely articulate; the essay is easy to read and usually focused on the question.

Speaking:  At the top of the range students generally retain the focus of discussion on a relevant Spanish speaking society and culture. They present a summary of their written sources which is generally clear (Task 2, Part 1). Language is clear and varied, any errors which occur do not stand in the way of communication. The students develop an argument and interact spontaneously with the examiner. For example, when a student was asked in Task 2 part 2 about influences of bull fighting today, the student responded and developed the point well, moving the discussion forward by introducing a perceptive idea, going beyond the standard predictable response: “Sí que hay ejemplos de la influencia de la tauromaquia sobre la literatura por ejemplo con Francisco García Lorca y el arte de Picasso y Goya. Pero muchas artistas eran del pasado, pero en el día de hoy muchas de las artistas que usan la tauromaquia en sus obras muestran la tauromaquia en una manera negativa. Y esto ayuda a crear la opinión pública mundial en contra de las corridas de toros.”
Translation:  These students translate adequately in both directions - English to Spanish (Paper 2, Q1) and vice versa (Paper 1, Q10) - though not perfectly.  Some translation of Spanish phrases (Paper1) may be literal or word for word whilst English to Spanish translation (Paper 2) achieves under half marks.

	Grade C
Secure students
	Listening:   Secure Grade C students will demonstrate understanding across a range of materials but are likely to drop marks on several questions (Paper1, Qs 2 to 4).  Language errors may impede communication of their responses in Qs 3 and 4.

Reading:  These students demonstrate understanding of the gist and some detail of written texts.   They may not score consistently on Qs 7 to 9 (Paper 1) which they find challenging and may not be able to deduce meaning of unfamiliar lexis from context.  For example: Paper 1 2019 question 10, box 16 – “con remuneraciones en especie” – with payments in kind.

Written response to works: Grade C students show a good knowledge of the works studied and compose a relevant and adequate response to the Paper 2 questions.   They offer relevant evidence from the text or film in support of their argument; there is evidence of critical analysis although this is not consistent throughout. The written Spanish is varied, but the quality may be inconsistent and lack fluency; there will be errors which occasionally hinder comprehension.

Speaking: The language is varied, both in the structures and the vocabulary and idiomatic expressions may be used.  Arguments are likely to be straightforward, though focused on the cultural and social context and there may be some evidence of analysis.  Students may use communication strategies to ask for clarification or repetition, for example:” ¿ puedes repetir la pregunta, por favor? ¿me entiendes?,¿me sigues? “. Some hesitancy in parts.

Translation: A secure Grade C candidate may score below half marks in the translation from English to Spanish whilst missing some of the more complex requirements of the task (Paper 2, Q1).  For example, 2019 Paper 2, Question 1, box 14:  more recently, TV channels have been trying – “Hoy en día los canales de televisión han estado tratando”.

In translating from Spanish (Paper 1, Q10), the English rendering may not be clear and the translation will lack flow in places.


	Grade C
Borderline students
	Listening: These students will not demonstrate understanding of all of the specific detail required, though they understand the gist of a passage they hear.   They may offer an incomplete or poor summary (Paper 1, Q4b).  Basic errors in written Spanish may impede communication of the correct answers to Qs 3 and 4. Borderline Grade C students may not score well on the opening Qs 1 and 2.

Reading: Borderline Grade C students begin to struggle with longer texts and may leave gaps in their responses to some questions.  Their written language is usually adequate to communicate responses clearly, but inferences or deeper meaning is missed and the student may not always deduce meaning of unfamiliar lexis or more familiar lexis in an unfamiliar context.

Written response to works: These students demonstrate their knowledge of the works studied, though detail is lacking in the evidence provided.  Some points made are not followed up such that the analysis is incomplete or patchy and there may be some loss of focus on the question. There is variety of expression though some parts of the essays lack fluency and may not always be easy to follow.  A response may lack supporting evidence from the work and therefore not be fully convincing. One essay is likely to be weaker than the other.

Speaking: The borderline Grade C student may not be able to sustain the discussion without repetition of ideas in either or both of the tasks. In Task 2 part 1,  the student may be over reliant on reciting from memory rendering the summary incomprehensible whether through the speed of delivery or errors.  Discussion is generally relevant to the Spanish-speaking country or culture, ideas and opinions are justified with some evidence of analysis. (Tasks 1 and 2).  The range and accuracy of language may be uneven across the two tasks, being stronger in Task 2 whose content is strongly directed by the student’s interest and research. Students often fail to develop the discussion.  Pronunciation and intonation are intelligible and there is some variety of expression.

Translation: These students may have difficulty with idiomatic language or with accurate renderings particularly from Spanish to English (Paper 1, Q10) For example: 2019 paper 1 question 10, box 17 – “o el intercambio por tiempo libre” – where time off or time in lieu is incorrectly translated as free time. In translating from English into Spanish, students are likely to make errors of grammar or even basic errors of e.g. capitalisation or significant spelling mistakes.  Errors in gender, agreement and concord become apparent.



Support 
We understand it is an uncertain time for you and your students at the moment. Our overriding aim this summer, as with any exam series, is to make sure that every learner receives a grade or award that reflects their knowledge and understanding of the subject they have studied. 

We are eager to make sure that you have all the necessary information and support that you need during this time
there is a large range of support available via the subject pages on our website (including exam papers and NEA with commentaries and marks)
we will be providing guidance on rank ordering your students shortly
you can contact us via our Ask the Expert Service
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