A level Modern Languages
Languages for all
Discover our accredited qualifications for 2016

Edexcel AS and A level
Modern Languages 2016
This brochure will provide an overview of the specifications for our new
Edexcel AS and A level qualifications in French, German and Spanish.
We’ll outline how they’ll engage your students and address changes
to the qualifications, and the high-quality support you can expect
alongside them.
We’ll provide:
Support to help you to teach literature alongside language.....page 4
 ultural content that will motivate your students and an unrivalled
C
choice of texts and films ........................................................page 5
Manageable content and gradual progression from GCSE .......page 9
Guidance on the standards required for assessments ............page 10
 ualifications that support transferable skills and offer elements of
Q
student choice ..........................................................................page 11
High-quality support, every step of the way ..........................page 12
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Languages for all

Our new AS and A levels will inspire all learners and give them skills for life.
Whether your students are studying A level languages as a stepping stone
to university or to enhance their career or travel prospects, our qualifications
will help them to use language independently for a range of purposes, and
deepen their understanding of the target language and culture.

Encouraging motivation
Our approach encourages motivation by appealing to a wide range of
students’ interests, with a variety of popular topics, texts and films all linked
to the culture of the target language communities. Our assessments have
been designed to allow students to demonstrate their knowledge and skills
to the best of their ability, and our mark schemes reward them for it.

High-quality support
Alongside the qualifications, we will provide you with a wide range of free
materials, face to face and online support to help you enable your students
to achieve their potential.
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Support to help you to teach
literature alongside language

We’ll provide a range of free online and face-to-face support, to help teachers
take a holistic approach to incorporating culture and literature into the
A level course.
We’ll offer support to integrate literature and film into the classroom,
including ideas on how to choose which works to use, ways to motivate
learners and approaches to analysing texts and films.
Support to teach the independent research project, including topic ideas
and ways to develop research techniques.
A network of leading practitioners across the country and our MFL subject
advisor, Alistair Drewery, available to offer advice and guidance.
Getting Ready To Teach events, with further guidance on implementing
the changes.

Free support materials now
available to download!

Free support is already available to help you plan ahead for
2016. Visit our website to download ideas for text and film
analysis, topic ideas for the independent research project, and
mapping documents to compare our new A level to previous
specifications. More support, including Schemes of Work, will
be coming soon.

www.edexcel.com/alevellanguages2016
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Cultural content that will
motivate your students and
an unrivalled choice of texts
and films

Our specifications include popular and relevant themes with strong links to the
target language communities, and an extensive choice of texts and films to
appeal to a wide range of student interests.
Broad yet manageable content, covering the politics, society, artistic culture
and history of the target language country.
Cultural content that is relevant and engaging for students of all disciplines,
that supports their language learning and demonstrates the integration of
language and culture.

Rich
choice of literary texts and films from a diverse range of directors and
authors, allowing you to select those that will most appeal to your students.

Contexts
are set in realistic scenarios to show how language is used in
authentic situations.

Cultural
stimuli in assessments clearly relates to themes that have been
studied and provides familiar context for students.

“I liked the list of books and
films instantly. A good spread
of traditional and new pieces
of various genres and levels
of difficulty. There should be
something of interest for every
teacher and student.”
Frank Stegner, Dame Alice Owen’s School
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French AS and A level 2016
Themes and topics

Theme 1 – Social issues and trends: Evolving society in France
Changing family structures – evolving attitudes to marriage, relationships and
families.
AS / Year 1

Education – the education system and issues facing students
The world of work – working life and attitudes to work; the right to strike, gender
equality.
Theme 2 – Political and/or intellectual and/or artistic culture in
Francophone countries
Music – changes and trends; impact of music on contemporary culture.
Media – print and online media; impact on society and politics; freedom of expression.
Festivals and traditions – festivals, celebrations, customs and traditions.
Theme 3 – Social issues and trends: Immigration and the
French multicultural society
The positive impact of immigration on French society – contributions of immigrants
to the economy and culture

Year 2

Facing the challenges of immigration and integration – actions by communities;
marginalisation and alienation from the points of view of immigrants
Rise of far right – aims of the Front National; party leaders; rise of the party; public
opinion.
Theme 4 – Political and/or intellectual and/or artistic culture:
The Occupation and Resistance
Occupation – collaboration; anti semitism
The Vichy regime – Maréchal Pétain and the national revolution
The Resistance – Jean Moulin, Charles de Gaulle and the women of the Resistance;
Resistance of the French people

Extensive choice of French literary
texts and films
The Edexcel specification offers a diverse range of contemporary and classical
French titles, from authors and directors such as Moliere, Maupassant,
Ernaux, Jeunet, The Dardenne brothers, Truffaut and more.
AS students must study one text OR film, and A level students must study
either one text AND one film, or two texts. Many of the works have links to the
themes shown above and can be studied by AS and first year A level students
together to enable co-teaching.
Visit www.edexcel.com/alevelfrench2016 to download the full list of French
texts and films and support to analyse them.
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German AS and A level 2016
Themes and topics

Theme 1 – Social issues and trends: Evolving society in Germany

AS /Year 1

Natural living – environmental awareness: recycling; renewable energy; being organic.
Education – the education system and issues facing students; resitting the year
(sitzenbleiben); apprenticeships.
The world of work – working life and attitudes to work; business and industry.
Theme 2 – Political and/or intellectual and/or artistic culture in the German
speaking world
Music – changes and trends; impact of music on contemporary culture.
Media – print and online media; impact on society and politics; freedom of expression.
Festivals and traditions – festivals, celebrations, customs and traditions.
Theme 3 – Social issues and trends: Immigration and the German
multicultural society
The positive effects of immigration – contributions of immigrants to the economy and
culture

Year 2

Facing the challenges of immigration and integration in Germany – actions by local
communities; marginalisation and alienation from immigrants’ perspectives
The public and social response to immigration – the extreme right; political
approaches towards guest workers, immigrants and asylum seekers; public opinion
Theme 4 – Political and/or intellectual and/or artistic culture:
German reunification
Society in the German Democratic Republic (GDR) before reunification –
employment, housing communist principles, relationship with the West.
Events leading to reunification – the collapse of communism; fall of the Berlin Wall
Germany since reunification – migration from East to West (Übersiedlung);
unemployment in the former GDR; impact on schools in Germany

Extensive choice of German literary texts and films

The Edexcel specification offers a diverse range of contemporary and classical
German titles, from authors and directors such as Dürrenmatt, Hermann,
Brecht, Becker, Link, Weingartner and more.
AS students must study one text OR film, and A level students must study
either one text AND one film, or two texts. Many of the works have links to the
themes shown above and can be studied by AS and first year A level students
together to enable co-teaching.
Visit www.edexcel.com/alevelgerman2016 to download the list of German
texts and films and support to analyse them.
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Spanish AS and A level 2016
Themes and topics

Theme 1 – Social issues and trends: Evolving society in Spain

AS / Year 1

Changing family structures - evolving attitudes to marriage, relationships and
families.
Impact of tourism - economic impact; opportunities offered by tourism;
environmental and social impact.
The world of work - working life and attitudes to work; gender equality;
opportunities for young people.
Theme 2 – Political and/or intellectual and/or artistic culture in the
Spanish speaking world
Music – changes and trends; impact of music on contemporary culture.
Media - print and online media; impact on society and politics; television and
telenovelas.
Festivals and traditions – festivals, celebrations, customs and traditions.
Theme 3 – Social issues and trends: Immigration and the
Spanish multicultural society
The positive effects of immigration - contributions of immigrants to the
economy and culture.

Year 2

Facing the challenges of immigration and integration in Spain – actions by
local communities; marginalisation and alienation from immigrants’ perspectives.
The public and social response to immigration - political approaches towards
immigration; public opinion.
Theme 4 - Political and/or intellectual and/or artistic culture:
The Franco dictatorship and transition to democracy
Civil War and the rise of Franco (1936 – 1939) – the civil war and the rise of
Franco; the republicans vs the nationalists; divisions in society.
The Franco dictatorship – daily life under Franco’s dictatorship: political
oppression, censorship, divisions in society.
The transition from dictatorship to democracy – the role of King Juan Carlos
in the transition; the Suárez government; the 1981 coup.

Extensive choice of Spanish literary texts and films

The Edexcel specification offers a diverse range of contemporary and
classical Spanish titles, from authors and directors such as Allende, Lorca,
Márquez, Salles, Almodóvar, del Toro and more.
AS students must study one text OR film, and A level students must
study either one text AND one film, or two texts. Many of the works have
links to the themes shown above and can be studied by AS and first year
A level students together to enable co-teaching.
Visit www.edexcel.com/alevelspanish2016 to download the list of
Spanish texts and films and support to analyse them.
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Manageable content and
gradual progression from GCSE
Our AS and A levels are designed to smooth the transition from GCSE and
support the progression of students’ skills, with accessible assessments and
clearly defined, familiar content.

Gradual
progression from skills learned at GCSE helps ensure the step
up to AS assessment is not too wide - for example the Summary is written
in English.

Our
AS papers also provide structured practice to aid progression for A
level candidates during year 1.

Manageable
amount of content with clearly defined, familiar themes and
topics, that teachers have told us they enjoy teaching.

Texts
and films that link to the themes, to enable you teach content through
the works, rather than having a separate area to cover.

Making it simple: co-teaching AS and A level
Our course content is designed to help you to teach AS and first year A
level students at the same time. As shown in the tables on pages 6-8, the
themes and topics for AS and the first year of A level are the same, and
many of the texts and films in the Edexcel specifications can be taught for
both AS and A level. All four skills will be assessed at both AS and A level,
and both qualifications feature a three-paper structure.
Why – what’s changed?
As part of Ofqual’s changes to the qualifications, AS levels will be
de-coupled from A levels and become stand-alone qualifications no
longer contributing to an A level grade. A levels will now be fully linear,
with students sitting their exams at the end of the two-year course. For
a summary of the other changes to AS and A levels in French, German
and Spanish, please see page 14 or visit
www.edexcel.com/alevellanguages2016.
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Guidance on the standards
required for assessments

We’ll ensure you have clear guidance on what is expected in the new
assessments, so that you can be confident in preparing your students and
help them achieve what they are capable of.
Clarity around mark schemes, with exemplification to help you understand
the standards expected.
Mark schemes that allow students to demonstrate their skills and
knowledge to the best of their ability.
Exemplar essays marked with commentaries.

Crystal-clear
instructions and teacher training on conducting the
speaking exam.
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Qualifications that support
transferable skills and offer
elements of student choice
Students can focus on areas that interest them through the independent
research project in the A level speaking assessment, while developing
important transferable skills that they will use in other subjects.

The
independent research project allows students to study an area that
interests them.

Encourages
students to use skills they will be using in other subjects, such
as applying critical analysis skills to cultural content, developing ideas and
arguments with justification and carrying out independent research.

The
development of transferable skills supports students who see
languages as a skill to enhance career or travel prospects, as well as those
who want to continue to study languages at a higher level.
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Supporting you every step o
Getting Ready To Teach events
Free events where you can join our experts to:
discover more about the structure, content and assessment of our

new qualifications

explore possible teaching and delivery strategies
share ideas with other teachers.

Events are taking place this Summer term at locations across
the country: book your place online at
www.edexcel.com/alevellanguages2016

Subject support
A network of leading practitioners across the country
and our MFL subject advisor can offer expert advice.
If you have any questions, get in touch with our
Subject Advisor Alistair Drewery. You can sign up
to receive emails from Alistair and be kept up-todate about training events, news and government
announcements, deadlines and much more
Alistair Drewery
Languages Subject Advisor

Visit online: www.edexcel.com/alevellanguages2016
Email: teachinglanguages@pearson.com
Follow Alistair on Twitter: @PearsonMFLQuals
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p of the way
Timeline of our free support
Plan

Teach

Track and Assess

Develop

Available now –
visit www.edexcel.com/alevellanguages2016
Literature and film lists
Ideas for independent research projects and developing
research techniques
Mapping documents
Guidance on ways to analyse texts and films
Support with teaching of film and literature
Draft sample assessment materials
Getting Ready To Teach events - face to face and online

Available this term
Course planners
Getting Started guide
Scheme of work

Autumn 2016 onwards
Exemplar materials with commentaries
Specimen papers
Getting Ready To Teach events - face to face and online

Published resources
We are working with Hodder Education to ensure endorsed resources*
are available for Edexcel AS and A Level French, German and Spanish.
*It is not necessary to buy resources to deliver our qualifications.
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Key facts: AS and A level 2016,
French, German and Spanish
The following changes will apply to all awarding
organisations’ specifications.
Standalone AS qualification (no longer counting towards the A level)
 et literature at A level (choice of text or film at AS). All assessed through
S
a target language essay.
Independent research project at A level assessed within the speaking
exam.
 ompulsory themes: social issues and trends; political and/or intellectual
C
and/or artistic culture.
 ew Assessment Objective around knowledge and understanding of the
N
target language culture - students will need to demonstrate this in the
Edexcel specification in the speaking and writing components.

Also new for 2016:

Edexcel GCSE (9-1) languages qualifications
Languages GCSEs are also changing in 2016 and, as with our AS and
A levels, we have developed our qualifications with a ‘languages for all’
approach, designed to enable all students to reach their potential.
Our new GCSEs in French,
German and Spanish include
cultural content that motivates and
brings languages to life, familiar themes
and defined, manageable topic areas.
We will offer guidance on the new
assessments, and high-quality support
to teach the skills required.
Find our accredited GCSE specifications sample assessment materials,
a range of free support and information about the changes at
www.edexcel.com/GCSElang2016.
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Timeline of AS and A level reforms
Current AS and A
levels in French,
German and
Spanish

Academic Year
2014/2015

New AS and A levels
in French, German
and Spanish
Summer 2015

Draft specifications
and SAMs
available.

Academic Year
2015/2016

Summer 2016

Specifications
available to schools
before first teaching
in September 2016.

Summer 2016
Last exams for
current AS levels.

September 2016

Academic Year
2016/2017

Summer 2017

First teaching of
new AS and A
levels.

Summer 2017

Last exams for
current A levels.

First exams for new
AS levels.

Academic Year
2017/2018

Summer 2018

First exams for new
A levels
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Learn more
For queries, information and support, we’re here to help.

Call us: 020 7010 2187
Email us: teachinglanguages@pearson.com
Follow us on Twitter: @PearsonMFLquals

www.edexcel.com/alevellanguages2016

Pearson is committed to reducing its impact on the environment by using
responsibly sourced and recycled paper.
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