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Introduction

e The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples of
responses to A Level Spanish Paper 2: Written Responses to Works and Translations
(9SP02).

e The responses in this pack were taken from the June 2018 summer series. The papers
and mark schemes can be found on the Pearson website.

e In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, examiner commentaries and
marks.

e If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions about
the course, please contact our subject advisor team on
teachinglanguages@pearson.com



mailto:teachinglanguages@pearson.com

‘P Pearson

Edexcel

Candidate 1:

Question 3a: Como agua para chocolate
Question: Evalia como se asocia la muerte con la libertad en la obra.
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Examiner commentary

Candidate Mark and Commentary

Candidate 1 This question requires the student to evaluate how death is
associated with freedom in the text. This script has been chosen
to illustrate attempts made at interpretation which have
occasionally resulted in misunderstanding or confusion.

Critical and analytical response (AO4)

The essay starts without an introduction. Instead, the student
introduces their first point, which is that Tita did not have any
freedom throughout her entire life. This is not necessarily true, as
it could be argued that Tita did manage to achieve some freedom
and control over her life at different stages, i.e. when she
discovers and admires her own hands at Doctor Brown’s house or
when she shouts at Mama Elena’s ghost, making it vanish forever.

The student then introduces a point which shows some
misunderstanding of the text. She proceeds to describe Tita’s
birth, claiming that it causes a depression later in life that leads to
her death. This argument cannot be backed up by evidence from
the text as there is no explicit reference to Tita being depressed
before her death. The student then goes on to talk about
depression in general, stating that nowadays most cases of
depression end in suicide. This is completely irrelevant to the
literary analysis of the text.

The following two paragraphs attempt to introduce two arguments;
that Tita was not completely free after Mama Elena’s death, and
that Pedro and Tita reach ultimate freedom through their deaths.
However, the evidence presented is mostly descriptive, unclear
and lacking direct reference (quotes or examples) from the text.

Finally, the conclusion introduces concepts such as magic
realism, personal experience and the war in the Revolution, none
of which are directly relevant to the question nor to the response
given by the student.

5 marks

Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3)

There is some variation in the use of vocabulary, but this is not
sustained over the essay. The student has used some terminology
appropriate for literary analysis such as ‘Laura Esquivel ilustra...’,
‘Esquivel mostro lo que iba a pasar al final del libro.’, ‘Para

J

concluir, Laura Esquivel asocia ... con...".
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There are some instances in which the choice of language is not
appropriate and which cause some parts of the essay to be poorly
articulated, e.g.. ‘Si el suefio de Mama Elefia pasé realmente a la
nifia de Tita las dos vidas no experiencian ningun sentimiento de
libertad’.

In order to achieve higher marks, the student should have used
complex language and structures with greater frequency, such as
the perfect or conditional tenses, verbal paraphrases, ie. ‘llevar +
gerundio’, the subjunctive mood, passive voice and so on.

9 marks

Accuracy of language (AO3)

The inaccuracy of language has a detrimental effect on the clarity
of communication, as it occasionally prevents meaning being
conveyed. Some examples are, ‘...por causa del suffrimiento que
ha destino Mama Elena por su hija que esta la mas joven,’ or ‘ A
propositd de esto cuando Mama Elena estaba muerte, su espirtu
fue enterrada en la cabeza de Tita aun después su muerte’.

4 marks

Critical and analytical response (AO4) = 5/20

Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3) = 9/20
Accuracy of language (AO3) = 4/10

TOTAL = 18/50
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Candidate 2:

Question 9b: La casa de Bernarda Alba

Question: Analiza el simbolismo usado para representar el tema de la represion en la
obra.
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Examiner commentary

Candidate 2 This question requires the student to analyse how the use of
images and symbols represent the theme of repression in the
play. This script has been chosen to illustrate excellent critical
analysis and use of literary terms. This also exemplifies that a
student can achieve top marks without focusing on several
aspects, as long as any aspect selected is fully explained, relevant
to the question and supported by appropriate evidence from the
work.

Critical and analytical response (AO4)

The student responds well to the question and opens the
response with a clear introduction. The essay focuses on two
symbols, the colours black and white and Bernarda’s walking
stick. The first paragraph explains how the colours represent
repression, for example mentioning the white walls in the house
and the black clothing. The second paragraph presents how
Bernarda’s walking stick is used to punish the daughters
physically as well as to instil fear in them. The closing paragraph
brings back the key arguments and links them back to the
guestion in an effective way. The student has clearly shown
evidence of critical analysis by using convincing interpretations
and points of view. All the arguments are carefully presented and
explained, and are supported by relevant evidence and quotes.
The conclusion is effective as it links back to the question and the
arguments.

20 marks

Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3)

Overall the student’s writing is articulate with different examples of
complex language, such as the present perfect, the subjunctive
and passive voice. The student also includes appropriate idioms,
e.g. ‘sin lugar a dudas’. There is plenty of evidence of knowledge
and understanding of terminology appropriate for literary and
cinematic analysis, e.g. ‘desempefia un papel de un catalizador
gue desarrolla la trama de la obra’, ‘la escenografia de cada acto
destaca...’.

20 marks

Accuracy of language (AO3)

There are some inconsistencies with the use of accents, but they
are not significant, i.e. they do not affect the meaning of the word.

11
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However the candidate was given a mark of 9 for accuracy rather
than the top mark because of the recurrent use of ‘los hijos’
instead of ‘las hijas.’

9 marks
Critical and analytical response (AO4) = 20/20

Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3) =
20/20

Accuracy of language (AO3) = 9/10
TOTAL =49/50
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Candidate 3:

Question 14a: Réquiem por un campesino espafiol
Question: Evalla el efecto de la religion en la vida de Paco.
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Examiner commentary

Candidate 3 This question requires the student to evaluate the effect of religion
on Paco’s life. This script has been chosen to illustrate excellent
critical analysis and very good use of literary terms.

Critical and analytical response (AO4)

The student starts with an introduction that presents relevant
details about religion and its importance in the text, and then
presents the key arguments that will be discussed in the body of
the essay. This shows that the student has carefully planned the
answer. This, together with appropriate evidence and examples to
support each argument, results in an excellent mark for critical and
analytical response.

The first paragraph explains how religion has been present in
Paco’s life since birth, despite his parents not being religious and
he himself moving away from religion once he reaches adulthood.
The second paragraph evaluates the effect that Paco’s visit to the
caves has on his life. It leads him to question the role of religion in
society and eventually compels him to act against the injustices
that he witnesses. The student concludes that the differences of
opinion between Paco and the rich and religious people of the
town are the main cause of Paco’s death. The following paragraph
focuses on Mosén Millan’s relationship with Paco as a role-model
and friend. Despite having been so close to Paco throughout his
life, he betrays him and causes his death. The student also points
out how the author uses the character of Paco to criticise the role
of religion at the time, as he shows much more compassion and
love towards people in need than Mosén Millan, a direct
representative of the church. The conclusion is effective, bringing
the arguments together and linking them back to the question.

20 marks

Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3)

Overall the student’s writing is articulate with different examples of
complex language, such as the present perfect, passive voice,
pluperfect, subjunctive and imperfect subjunctive in conditional
phrases. There are also good examples of terminology
appropriate for literary analysis such as ‘desempefia un papel
clave’, ‘en este ensayo vamos a destacar tres elementos’, ‘Sénder
pone de realce’, ‘una escena especifica en la obra, el episodio de
las cuevas’.

17 marks

17
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Accuracy of language (AO3)

This student makes some errors with the use of accents and
choice of lexis that occasionally hinders clarity of communication.
Some examples of this are: ‘En sus afios adolescantes Paco fue
exposado a la religion’, ‘esto lleva a cabo a él através del libro
como ayuda a las personas mas pobres’.

6 marks

Critical and analytical response (AO4) =
20/20

Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3) =
17/20

Accuracy of language (AO3) = 6/10
TOTAL =43/50
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Candidate 4:

Question 15a: Diarios de motocicleta

Question: Analiza cémo evoluciona el personaje de Ernesto con respecto al tema de la
revolucion.

LS. e Morogicelte, Ao mdter . aler 5. ang.. |
PeltudQ .. sobre  os amgas, Ernasio ha' Guanes, 4
Albertd Granaap. Visyan . #erer ae. Sudmencs, y o.
pElCLUR 5. OAAAA. €N 1AS... 0D y/f?f raicros e.......
Guenrca . Dehdo. A TP aPeneNnaasS, Guendra.  QRa#na..
Y. US 1dds. DO ol ravuaon.. B0 aftrent. .ol fon...
ae v gL -

Ayl _de .3 v, hiy un Xt ge. Sy la ascena
€. Al for.. Exnalo.. Guevaod . UL, "t/ meloaa. /a.
anponsaciod, 4 e 1o . es ponirces — 8 n  CouUdUan;

!/ayan Q@M. &L _aesierto, 0and 0 aal. pren. dempe 'g

G.. I _of. poihars A. 1. manana, 2 -RCK.. CparR
GUL.. ZLWGN) . ... GRATUUARL. ,av/'%ugq,o(p_n& Aa....
manare en  gue o yHe R & empeln, Ayo.. U,
7.5 & i L 2 W, B arlonalal Ao/uwza/w»@ §
UOG.... Ll eate Mo (LDS.... op Mokt Pakres, o GG, ..
QRAMAQ... RO SUS LHRRY.......CS....L QUCRN VR .. Ca . Rld.....
POLRLABL... 0. . Qdre. EXCrebep ! F4R. Gene
/Wyzb SR LLD....OUANLD.... PR LD . PR

19



‘P Pearson

Edexcel

AL

8
RYOUCICN. . dobead . eSfar szomaf Y 0GR, g Uk €
MIVTROR. . en &2 CHOMACN. 4. (2. 1o CLON . Bepresents

| U amble  graoual €n  SuS XearS, ESRCLREMENT..

| duscurznao 123 1pANCAQS, Q. UGy Scbre. . Lenc
| reveiown. AOngulty fuchal  por (. derecnas ae 7000,
| pe. Lo respondle, ! cluna. sovaucio.. sa.. bures? ...
| Bfas. lee” &Sie...e8 40 . momenty L. e 0.
o . Cilucan, AIrQue (G (1200 10 & Lo Al «AQ

| /2 Asgualaad. enfe Los B Y. O LA 8 4R

obuna. por .. Quevenre, prgul. 4. .10 . & Q... ..
| Batpoucorn. .. 5. Qooass A [, k.. S VG, e,

(o ws_ bur y oo bo avlcena  mas. geae
OO0 repech. q /A reuaucaan. €5.. €N el fn A i

| Y- yqf. ilp S maE . Y. Qone  MXRAS. XR .
| ... cemucen . 4 Q... o WORAKLE........

20



‘P Pearson

Edexcel

Examiner commentary

Candidate 4 This question requires the student to analyse how the
character of Ernesto evolves with respect to the theme of
revolution. This script has been chosen to illustrate how the
lack of an effective introduction and conclusion, as well as
ineffective use of evidence that tends to be more
descriptive than analytical, can have an effect on the mark
for critical and analytical response.

Critical and analytical response (AO4)

The student starts with an introduction that gives some
details about the film but which are not necessarily relevant
to the question. The final phrase refers to the question but
fails to present the arguments that are going to be analysed
in the body of the essay. This makes the introduction rather
ineffective.

The first paragraph explains that at the beginning of the
film, Ernesto does not show any particular interest in
revolution. Instead, he feels quite happy about the trip
ahead. The following paragraph describes Ernesto’s
experience in the desert, which leads to a change in his
thinking. However the student fails to explain what the
change is. The following paragraph explains that after
reading about how a revolution should be led by indigenous
people and after visiting Machu Picchu his ideas about the
need for an armed revolution significantly evolve.

There is a closing paragraph, which refers to Ernesto’s stay
at the leper colony, and its effect on his views about
revolution. The student would have benefited from
explaining this better and by adding a separate conclusion
that summarised the arguments presented in the essay and
links back to the question.

11 marks

Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3)

There is occasional variation in use of mostly
straightforward grammatical structures; the student makes
infrequent use of complex language, producing writing that
is sometimes stilted; there are also issues with the choice
and manipulation of language and structures, for example:
“Guevara crua el rio pasar tiempo con los leprosos, porque
no permiten en el edificio con las brujas y sanos’.
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This student would have benefited from using more
terminology appropriate for cinematic analysis as well as
more complex structures, such as the subjunctive mood or
the perfect and conditional tenses.

8 marks

Accuracy (AO3)

There are some accurate sequences of language resulting
in some coherent writing, however errors occur that
sometimes hinder clarity of communication and
occasionally prevent meaning being conveyed, for
example: ‘la escena es narradora por Ernesto Guevara’,
tiene nostalgia por un mundo que no sabe’, or ‘cuando
discutando las injusticias, Granado dice, sobre una
revolucion tranquila, luchar por los derechos de todo.’

4 marks
Critical and analytical response (AO4) =11/20

Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3)
= 8/20

Accuracy of language (AO3) = 4/10
TOTAL = 23/50
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Candidate 5:

Question 26a: Volver

Question: Examina coOmo mentir es uno de los temas principales de la pelicula.
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Examiner commentary

Candidate 5 This question requires the student to examine lying as one
of the main themes in the film. This script has been chosen
to illustrate excellent critical analysis and a consistent
variety of complex language.

Critical and analytical response (AO4)

The student responds well to the question and opens the
response with a clear introduction. The first paragraph
presents how Raimunda frequently lies to most of the
people around her; she is very good at it. However the
seriousness of her lies varies, and it is the revealing of her
biggest lie to her mother which brings Raimunda and Irene
closer. The following paragraph focuses on Irene and the
different lies she has told people throughout the film, some
of them to cover cruel realities. It is not until the end of the
film that these lies are confessed, which free the main
characters to start all over again.

Finally, the student presents Sole’s character and how she
has to lie to the government, her sister and her clients; her
lies are presented in a more comical way which combines
well with the tragedy that the sisters have lived. The student
shows evidence of critical analysis by use of convincing
interpretations and points of view. All the arguments are
carefully presented and explained, and are supported by
relevant evidence and quotes. The conclusion is effective
as it links back to the question and the arguments.

19 marks

Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3)

Overall the candidate’s writing is articulate with use of
different examples of complex language, such as the
present perfect, the subjunctive and imperfect subjunctive.
The student also deploys terminology appropriate for
cinematic analysis, i.e. ‘es un momento clave’, ‘las
protagonistas’, ‘a lo largo de toda la pelicula’, ‘simboliza el
fin’, ‘desempenan un papel importante en la pelicula’.

18 marks

Accuracy of language (AO3) = 8/10

The student uses accurate language throughout most of the
essay, resulting in mostly coherent writing. Errors occur that
rarely hinder clarity of communication, for example, ‘Como
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si su vida no hubiera sido demasiado duro, Raimunda tiene
mas secretos de esconder’ or ‘al compartir esto secreto con
su madre, me parece que Raimunda y Irene se convierten
aun mas cercanas que eran antes del abuso’.

8 marks

Critical and analytical response (AO4) = 19/20

Range of grammatical structures and vocabulary (AO3)
=18/20

Accuracy of language (AO3) = 8/10
TOTAL = 45/50
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