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Edexcel GCE Religious Studies 

8-mark ‘Explore’ question exemplars

About this resource

This pack includes A level exemplars for 8-mark 

‘Explore’ questions. We have selected examples across 

the mark range from a variety of different papers, 

each including analysis against the level descriptors. 

These exemplars are taken from the 2022 exam series.

It should be noted that standardisation occurs to 

ensure consistency across series and the standard is 

set by the senior examining team.

Contents:

► Level Descriptors:

► 8-mark ‘Explore’: Level Descriptors

► ‘Explore’ question exemplars:

Level 2 Exemplars

► 3 Marks: Paper 1 - Philosophy of Religion

► 4 Marks: Paper 4e - Judaism

► 4 Marks: Paper 2 - Ethics

► 5 Marks: Paper 3 - New Testament Studies

Level 3 Exemplars

► 6 Marks: Paper 4a - Buddhism

► 7 Marks: Paper 4f - Sikhism

► 8 Marks: Paper 4d - Islam

► 8 Marks: Paper 4b - Christianity

► 8 Marks: Paper 2 - Religion and Ethics

► 8 Marks: Paper 1 – Philosophy of Religion

► Further Support for Edexcel Religious Studies
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8-mark ‘Explore’ guidance

The 8 marks available are for AO1 (knowledge and understanding). No marks are 

awarded for AO2 (evaluation and assessment). Questions are designed to target 

accessible exploration of the topic. 

Recommended time: 10 minutes

The 8-mark ‘Explore’ level descriptors are consistent across papers and exam series. It is 

important to recognise that there are many reasons why an answer may meet a level, as 

the level descriptors contain a mixture of elements that need to be fulfilled.

Generally, to achieve a Level 3, answers:

• select relevant points to show a wide range of knowledge

• are accurate and directly focus on the question throughout 

• include a range of points which are expanded on to show understanding 

• use relevant specialist language appropriate to the question. 

Level descriptors



Edexcel Religious Studies Explore Exemplar Pack: Page 3 of 33

Example 1: 3 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Explore the contribution of symbol to debates about religious language.
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Example 1: 3 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Explore the contribution of symbol to debates about religious language.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 3 marks.

• This answer includes a limited range of knowledge, referring 
to some relevant scholars and some basic ideas, most of which 
are used appropriately. Specialist language and 
terminology appropriate to the question are included. 

• This answer includes a narrow range of ideas in relation to the 
question. An attempt is made to cover different aspects of the 
question, referring to contribution but focused on the 
contribution of religious language generally rather than the 
contribution of symbol in particular. 

• There is an attempt to develop key religious ideas using an 
example but most points made are undeveloped, so depth of 
understanding is unclear. 

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Develop the simple points made to show understanding 
through their explanation. 

2. Refer more specifically to the use of symbols and what they 
achieve rather than to religious language generally. 

Example 1: 3 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Explore the contribution of symbol to debates about religious language.
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Example 2: 4 marks 

Paper 4e: Study of Judaism

Q: Explore key features of the Jewish values of love and justice.
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Example 2: 4 marks 

Paper 4e: Study of Judaism

Q: Explore key features of the Jewish values of love and justice.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 4 marks.

• This answer shows a limited range of knowledge, referring to 
some ideas related to love and justice, most of which they 
used appropriately. They included specialist language and 
terminology appropriate to the question. 

• There is a range of ideas in relation to the question such as 
‘agape’, ‘ethics of the Father’, ‘Neizikin’, and ‘criminal laws’. 

• An attempt is made to develop the initial idea used but most 
points made are undeveloped, so depth of understanding is 
unclear.

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Develop the values identified in more depth to show 
understanding through their explanation. 

2. Explicitly link ideas to the concepts of ‘love’ and ‘justice’ as 
demanded by the question. 

Example 2: 4 marks 

Paper 4e: Study of Judaism

Q: Explore key features of the Jewish values of love and justice.
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Example 3: 4 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Explore religious attitudes to childlessness.
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Example 3: 4 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Explore religious attitudes to childlessness.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 4 marks.

• This answer includes a limited range of knowledge, most of 
which is used appropriately, although deviates to focus on 
contraception rather than on childlessness throughout. Some 
specialist language and terminology appropriate to the 
question are used. 

• There is a narrow range of ideas in relation to the question 
including reasons for having children rather than linking these 
ideas specifically to childlessness. 

• There is simple development of relevant key ideas but these 
could be explored further to show depth of understanding. 

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Maintain focus on the question and ensure all points made 
address attitudes towards childlessness. 

2. Ensure points made about the value of having children are 
used to return to attitudes to childlessness in particular. 

Example 3: 4 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Explore religious attitudes to childlessness.
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Example 4: 5 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament

Q: Explore key ideas used in Matthew’s proof texts to prove Jesus is the 
Messiah.
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Example 4: 5 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament

Q: Explore key ideas used in Matthew’s proof texts to prove Jesus is the 
Messiah.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 5 marks.

• This answer includes a range of knowledge of Matthew’s 
gospel and the proof texts in relation to Jesus as the Messiah. 
There is specialist language and terminology used properly. 
Appropriate material has been selected and used for this 
question. 

• There are a range of key ideas in relation to the question, 
including Jesus’ Davidic descent, the reference to Nazareth, the 
Jewish audience and Joseph’s dream. 

• There is basic development of key religious ideas but, often, 
pertinent points are not fully explored to show a depth of 
understanding. 

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Explicitly explain the significance of each proof and how it is 
used by Matthew to validate Jesus as the Messiah. 

2. Ensure all points link directly to the question. 

Example 4: 5 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament

Q: Explore key ideas used in Matthew’s proof texts to prove Jesus is the 
Messiah.
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Example 5: 6 marks 

Paper 4a: Study of Buddhism

Q: Explore the key emphases of ahimsa in the modern world.
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Example 5: 6 marks 

Paper 4a: Study of Buddhism

Q: Explore the key emphases of ahimsa in the modern world.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 6 marks.

• This answer shows a range of knowledge of how ahimsa is 
practised in the modern world, focusing specifically on 
vegetarianism and the armed forces (although at times they 
veer towards focusing on explaining why these are fine). It 
includes specialist language and terminology used
appropriately. They select and use appropriate material for the 
question. 

• There is a range of key ideas in relation to the question. Links 
to 'ahimsa’ and 'the modern day’ are included, showing an 
understanding of this aspect of Buddhist belief. 

• Development of key religious ideas around ahimsa in the 
modern day shows a depth of understanding and is 
supported by relevant sources of authority.

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Aim to explore ahimsa as a ‘teaching’ to enable understanding 
of how it is lived. 

2. Focus on exploring ahimsa in the modern world, rather than 
introducing the debate about this. This is an ‘Explore’ question 
rather than an ‘Assess’ question. 

Example 5: 6 marks 

Paper 4a: Study of Buddhism

Q: Explore key emphases of ahimsa in the modern world.
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Example 6: 7 marks 

Paper 4f: Study of Sikhism

Q: Explore the key features of nam japna.



Edexcel Religious Studies Explore Exemplar Pack: Page 19 of 33

Example 6: 7 marks 

Paper 4f: Study of Sikhism

Q: Explore the key features of nam japna.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 7 marks.

• This answer shows a range of knowledge discussing what nam
japna is, how it is practised and the importance of it. It includes 
a wealth of specialist language and terminology used
correctly. Appropriate material has been selected and used 
and the focus of the question is sustained throughout. 

• There is a range of key ideas in relation to nam japna. Focus is 
maintained, showing a clear understanding of this Sikh practice. 

• Key religious ideas are developed supported by relevant Sikh 
beliefs and appropriate sources of authority, which shows a 
depth of understanding.

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Include more detail within examples of what nam japna is, in 
addition to where it is practised.

Example 6: 7 marks 

Paper 4f: Study of Sikhisn

Q: Explore the key features of nam japna.
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Example 7: 8 marks 

Paper 4d: Study of Islam

Q: Explore beliefs and practices relating to hajj.
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Example 7: 8 marks 

Paper 4d: Study of Islam

Q: Explore beliefs and practices relating to hajj.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 8 marks.

• This answer shows a wide range of knowledge through the 
selection of relevant material. Specialist language and 
terminology is used appropriately. It includes and uses 
appropriate material and the focus of the question is 
sustained throughout. 

• The answer addresses a very broad range of key ideas and 
practices relating to hajj. It maintains focus, showing a clear 
understanding. 

• Key religious ideas are developed, consistently supported by 
relevant detail and further explanation which shows a depth of 
understanding.

Example 7: 8 marks 

Paper 4d: Study of Islam

Q: Explore beliefs and practices relating to hajj.
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Example 8: 8 marks 

Paper 4b: Study of Christianity

Q: Explore key themes of Black theology.
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Example 8: 8 marks 

Paper 4b: Study of Christianity

Q: Explore key themes of Black theology.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 8 marks.

• This answer shows a wide range of knowledge through the 
selection of relevant material related to Black theology. It 
includes specialist language and terminology used
appropriately. There is an appropriate selection and use of 
material and the focus of the question is sustained 
throughout. 

• There is a broad range of key ideas which are clearly 
organised to address what Black theology is and how it was 
developed. 

• Key religious ideas are developed, supported by relevant 
detail, key thinkers and examples which shows a depth of 
understanding.

Example 8: 8 marks 

Paper 4b: Study of Christianity

Q: Explore key themes of Black theology.



Edexcel Religious Studies Explore Exemplar Pack: Page 27 of 33

Example 9: 8 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Explore religious attitudes to childlessness.
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Example 9: 8 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Explore religious attitudes to childlessness.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 8 marks.

• This answer shows a wide range of knowledge through the 
selection of relevant material focused on childlessness and 
different attitudes within Christianity to this issue. It includes 
specialist language and terminology. Appropriate material 
has been selected and used and the focus of the question is 
sustained throughout. 

• It includes a broad range of key beliefs around childlessness
including Catholic, Anglican and the position of Quiverful. 

• Key religious beliefs are developed with further explanation 
linked to the question and relevant examples, which shows a 
depth of understanding.

Example 9: 8 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Explore religious attitudes to childlessness.
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Example 10: 8 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Explore the contribution of symbol to debates about religious language.
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Example 10: 8 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Explore the contribution of symbol to debates about religious language.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 8 marks.

• This answer shows a wide range of knowledge through the 
selection of relevant material which unpacks Tillich’s work on 
symbol. Specialist language and terminology relevant to the 
question are used. Appropriate material is selected and 
explored and the focus of the question is sustained 
throughout. 

• There is a systematic approach which addresses a broad range 
of key ideas around symbol, using relevant examples and 
contrasting symbol to signs. 

• Key ideas are developed using clear chains of explanation with 
pertinent examples which shows a depth of understanding.

Example 10: 8 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Explore the contribution of symbol to debates about religious language.
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Contact the Religious Studies team:

Email: teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535​ (Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

Contact online: ​https://bit.ly/2KLSNT0

Book a Teams meeting with the subject advisor: 
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8

Follow us on LinkedIn: https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx

Stay informed:

Sign up for subject updates: https://bit.ly/2G6mmfe
View the latest subject update online: https://bit.ly/3zsnxjL

Access Course Materials:

Visit the Pearson Edexcel Religious Studies website for course 
materials:

• Specification and sample assessments: 
(GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE

• Exam materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE
• Teaching and learning materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int 

GCSE

Access teaching support and training:

• Learn more about our training events

Access published resources:

• Learn more

Further Support for Edexcel Religious 
Studies

http://about:blank
http://about:blank
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8
https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
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