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About this resource

This pack includes A level exemplars for 10-mark 

‘Clarify’ questions. 

We have selected examples across the mark range 

from a variety of different papers, each including 

analysis against the level descriptors. These exemplars 

are taken from the 2022 exam series.

It should be noted that standardisation occurs to 

ensure consistency across series and the standard is 

set by the senior examining team.

Contents:

► Level Descriptors:

► 10-mark ‘Clarify’: Level Descriptors

► ’Clarify’ question exemplars:

Level 1 Exemplars

►2 Marks: Paper 4c - Hinduism

►3 marks: Paper 2 – Religion and Ethics

Level 2 Exemplars

►5 marks: Paper 4d – Islam

►6 marks: Paper 4a - Buddhism

Level 3 Exemplars

►7 Marks: Paper 4c - Hinduism

►8 marks: Paper 1 – Philosophy of Religion

►9 marks: Paper 2 – Religion and Ethics

►9 marks: Paper 4e – Judaism

►10 marks: Paper 3 – New Testament Studies
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ guidance

The 10 marks available are for AO1 (knowledge and understanding). 

No marks are awarded for AO2 (evaluation and assessment). Questions are 
designed to allow candidates to expand on concepts identified within the 
extract to demonstrate their understanding of them.  

Recommended time: 15 minutes

The 10-mark ‘Clarify’ level descriptors are consistent across papers and exam series. It is 
important to recognise that there are many reasons why an answer may meet a level, as 
the level descriptors contain a mixture of elements that need to be fulfilled.

Generally to achieve a Level 3, answers:

❑ Show knowledge in relation to the topic by selecting relevant information which 
help clarify the concept in the question.

❑ Use key terminology/language accurately and where appropriate. 

❑ Give detailed and fully developed explanations.  These expand on the key ideas 
within the extract to clarify them with more than one simple development.

❑ Focus on linking key ideas and concepts to a broad range of references from the 
text to clarify the idea within the extract.

Level descriptors
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Example 1: 2 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa.
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Example 1: 2 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa.
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Example 1: 2 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism

Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 1: 2 marks.

• This answer includes a narrow range of knowledge, defining key 
concepts and relying on re-writing the extract rather than on 
demonstrating knowledge. Some specialist language and 
terminology appropriate to the question is included. 

• Ideas from the extract are not fully expanded on in order to clarify 
the concept so knowledge and understanding appears 
superficial.  

• This answer is very narrow and copies quotes from the extract 
directly rather than clarifying the concept linked to the extract.    

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Develop the ideas within the extract and expand on the points 
further to demonstrate knowledge.  

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa.



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 10-mark ‘Clarify’ Exemplar Pack
Page 6 of 41

Example 2: 3 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about double effect.
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Example 2: 3 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about double effect.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 1: 3 marks.

• This answer includes a narrow range of knowledge, briefly 
summarising the doctrine of double effect, paraphrasing the extract 
quite heavily. Some specialist language and terminology 
appropriate to the question is included. 

• Ideas from the extract are repeated and the explanations of the 
doctrine of double effect reveal a confused and superficial
understanding.  

• This answer includes a narrow range of ideas where it attempts to 
clarify and expand on the distinction between intention and 
outcome from the extract but makes a confused inference and 
applies this confusion to the issue of euthanasia.    

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Explain the distinction between intention and what can be foreseen 
to happen, to expand on what is already said in the extract (e.g.
using a different applied example). 

2. Explain how the doctrine of double effect functions with the issue 
of euthanasia. 

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about double effect.

Example 2: 3 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics
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Example 3: 5 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the Qur’an as 
revelation from Allah.
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Example 3: 5 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the Qur’an as 
revelation from Allah.
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Example 3: 5 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the Qur’an as 
revelation from Allah.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 5 marks.

• This answer includes a range of knowledge, discussing different 
ideas about Allah taken from the extract and expanding on some. 
Specialist language and terminology appropriate to the question 
is included. 

• This answer discusses different ideas to show knowledge of beliefs 
about Allah rather than focusing on the Qur’an as revelation. The 
ideas discussed are not fully developed or focused to demonstrate 
their understanding.  

• This answer discusses a narrow range of key religious ideas from 
the extract without addressing the question fully. The points made 
are expanded showing further knowledge, but this lacks clarity at 
times.   

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Focus on the question and address what this extract teaches about 
the Qur’an as revelation.  

2. Avoid making inaccurate statements that cannot be credited, for 
example the other holy books are designed to support the Qur’an.  

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the Qur’an as 
revelation from Allah.

Example 3: 5 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam
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Example 4: 6 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the stages and 
perfections of the Bodhisattva path.
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Example 4: 6 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the stages and 
perfections of the Bodhisattva path.

To do
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Example 4: 6 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the stages and 
perfections of the Bodhisattva path.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 6 marks.

• This answer shows a range of knowledge, discussing key Buddhist 
beliefs specifically linked to the perfections. Specialist language 
and terminology appropriate to the question is included. 

• Knowledge about the perfections is shown as further details are 
included within this answer. Ideas are not always fully developed to 
clarify the key ideas and demonstrate a thorough understanding
however. 

• A range of key religious ideas from the extract are discussed but 
are often lacking detail to fully clarify the ideas illustrated in the 
passage, as demanded by the question.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Develop all points made within the answer. 

2. Fully expand on ideas from the extract, adding detail to further 
clarify the passage and demonstrate knowledge.  

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the stages and 
perfections of the Bodhisattva path.

Example 4: 6 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism
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Example 5: 7 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa.
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Example 5: 7 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa.
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Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa.

Example 5: 7 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 7 marks.

• A wide range of knowledge is demonstrated, explaining ahimsa 
and how it links to Hindu beliefs about karma and moksha. 
Specialist language and terminology appropriate to the question 
is included and used accurately throughout. 

• This answer discusses ahimsa, its importance and how it can be 
practised which shows knowledge and understanding of the 
concept in relation to the extract. The explanations are well-
developed using chains of reasoning to clarify the ideas illustrated 
in the passage, although this loses focus and is a little repetitive in 
the second part. 

• This answer discusses a broad range of key religious ideas from 
the extract, quoting from it and expanding on what is written to 
further clarify the idea.   

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Avoid repeating points – aim to pick out different aspects of ahimsa 
to clarify the concept.  

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about ahimsa.

Example 5: 7 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism
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Example 6: 8 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Clarify the ideas that the Believer’s original assertion has ‘died the death 
of a thousand qualifications’.
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Example 6: 8 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Clarify the ideas that the Believer’s original assertion has ‘died the death 
of a thousand qualifications’.

To do
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Example 6: 8 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Clarify the ideas that the Believer’s original assertion has ‘died the death 
of a thousand qualifications’.
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Example 6: 8 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Clarify the ideas that the Believer’s original assertion has ‘died the death 
of a thousand qualifications’.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 8 marks.

• This answer demonstrates a wide range of knowledge, clearly 
explaining the parallels between the parable of the gardener and 
belief in God. Specialist language and terminology appropriate to 
the question is included and used accurately throughout. 

• Knowledge and understanding of the key ideas are shown as this 
answer focuses on clarifying the different positions of the sceptic 
and the believer in relation to the gardener’s existence and what 
this means with regard to belief in God. The explanations are clear 
and well-developed using chains of reasoning to elucidate the 
message of the parable. 

• This answer discusses the key idea from the extract, utilising it 
and including appropriate references, before expanding on what is 
written to clarify the parable in relation to the question.   

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Don’t limit the response to narrative summaries which rephrase the 
extract but instead add clarification within this summary.  

Q: Clarify the ideas that the Believer’s original assertion has ‘died the death 
of a thousand qualifications’.

Example 6: 8 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
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Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about double effect.

Example 7: 9 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics
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Example 7: 9 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about double effect.
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Example 7: 9 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about double effect.
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Example 7: 9 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about double effect.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 9 marks.

• This answer demonstrates a wide range of knowledge using a 
systematic and ordered approach, picking out key points made on 
the doctrine of double effect and clarifying each. Specialist 
language and terminology appropriate to the question is included 
and used accurately throughout. 

• Knowledge and understanding of the key ideas are shown, with 
the answer addressing different ideas throughout. It offers clear 
and detailed developments, presented through chains of 
reasoning, to clarify the extract. 

• This answer discusses a broad range of key ideas from the 
extract, including references, before expanding on these through 
explanations, examples and discussion of other scholars to unpack 
further.   

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. The final paragraph about secularism seems somewhat confused 
and unclear. Ensure clarity and focus is maintained throughout the 
answer.  

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about double effect.

Example 7: 9 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 10-mark ‘Clarify’ Exemplar Pack
Page 31 of 41

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage as a response to the ‘Final 
Solution’.

Example 8: 9 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism
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Example 8: 9 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage as a response to the ‘Final 
Solution’.
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Example 8: 9 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage as a response to the ‘Final 
Solution’.
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Example 8: 9 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage as a response to the ‘Final 
Solution’.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 9 marks.

• A wide range of knowledge is demonstrated as the key ideas of 
Wiesel are discussed, expanding on what is written in the extract to 
clarify these. Specialist language and terminology appropriate to 
the question, is included and used accurately throughout. 

• Knowledge of the key ideas are shown as this answer considers the 
nature of the ‘Final Solution’, the language used within the extract 
and the implications of the ‘Final Solution’ to faith. Points are 
developed with detail, demonstrating a sound understanding.  

• This answer uses the extract well, referencing quotes, before 
adding detail to expand on and explain the writer’s message. A 
broad range of ideas covered within the extract are explored.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Maintain a focus on the extract throughout, clarifying the ideas 
within it;  be careful of doing other things such as trying to make 
synoptic links to other scholars at the expense of this.  

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage as a response to the ‘Final 
Solution’.

Example 8: 9 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism
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Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage.

Example 9: 10 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies
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Example 9: 10 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage.
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Example 9: 10 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage.
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Example 9: 10 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage.

To do
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 10 marks.

• This answer demonstrates a wide range of knowledge of the ideas 
expressed within the extract and the biblical, religious and historical 
context in which this sits. Specialist language and terminology 
appropriate to the question is included and used accurately 
throughout. 

• Knowledge of the key religious ideas expressed within this passage 
are shown and expanded on, to explain the significance of this 
passage in relation to Jesus’ teachings on his divinity, salvation and 
eternal life. Points are developed well and with detail, 
demonstrating a confident understanding of the material.  

• This answer uses the extract well, referencing quotes throughout 
the explanation and clarifying the ideas and significance of the 
passage. A broad range of ideas are explored; all focus on what the 
extract is saying.  

Q: Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage.

Example 9: 10 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies
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Contact the Religious Studies team:

Email: teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535​ (Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

Contact online: ​https://bit.ly/2KLSNT0 

Book a Teams meeting with the subject advisor: 
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8

Follow us on LinkedIn: https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx

Stay informed:

Sign up for subject updates: https://bit.ly/2G6mmfe
View the latest subject update online: https://bit.ly/3zsnxjL

Access Course Materials:

Visit the Pearson Edexcel Religious Studies website for course 
materials:

• Specification and sample assessments: 
(GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE

• Exam materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE
• Teaching and learning materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int 

GCSE

Access teaching support and training:

• Learn more about our training events

Access published resources:

• Learn more

Further Support for Edexcel Religious 
Studies

mailto:teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com
http://about:blank
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8
https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
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