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About this resource

This pack includes A level exemplars for 12-mark 
‘Assess’ questions. 

We have selected examples across the mark range 
from a variety of different papers, each including 
analysis against the level descriptors. These exemplars 
are taken from the 2022 exam series.

It should be noted that standardisation occurs to 
ensure consistency across series and the standard is 
set by the senior examining team.

Contents:

► Level Descriptors:

► 12-mark ‘Assess’: Level Descriptors

► ’Assess’ question exemplars:

Level 1 Exemplars

► 3 Marks: Paper 4e – Judaism

► 4 marks: Paper 4d: Islam

Level 2 Exemplars

► 5 Marks: Paper 3 – New Testament Studies

► 6 marks: Paper 1 – Philosophy of Religion

► 7 marks: Paper 4d -Islam

► 8 marks: Paper 4c - Hinduism

Level 3 Exemplars

► 9 Marks: Paper 4a - Buddhism

► 10 marks: Paper 2 - Religion and Ethics

► 12 marks: Paper 4b - Christianity

► Further Support for Edexcel Religious Studies

Edexcel GCE Religious Studies

12-mark 'Assess' question exemplars
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12-mark ‘Assess’ guidance

4 marks are available for AO1 (knowledge and understanding).  8 marks are 
available for AO2 (evaluation and assessment).  Questions are designed to allow 
candidates to provide a reasoned argument of factors to reach a judgement 
regarding their importance.  

Recommended time: 20 minutes

The 12-mark ‘Assess’ level descriptors are consistent across papers and exam series. It is 

important to recognise that there are many reasons why an answer may meet a level, as 

the level descriptors contain a mixture of elements that need to be fulfilled.

Generally to achieve a Level 3, answers:

• Unpick the question and select relevant points in relation to the question to show a 

wide range of knowledge.

• Select and correctly use relevant specialist language, appropriate to the question.

• Show knowledge of different arguments supported by relevant and accurate reasons. 

• Develop points fully (more than one simple development) to achieve chains of 

reasoning to present arguments.  

• Are accurate and directly focus on the question throughout

Level descriptors
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Example 1: 3 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism

Q: Assess Jewish responses to the challenge of science.
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Example 1: 3 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism

Q: Assess Jewish responses to the challenge of science.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 1: 3 marks.

• This answer includes a narrow range of knowledge, referring to 
basic ideas from different branches of Judaism which at times is 
overgeneralised. Some specialist language and terminology 
appropriate to the question is included. 

• This answer identifies some issues, recognising the differences in 
responses within Judaism (with some errors).  The answer is focused 
on the question but includes a narrow range of ideas. An attempt 
is made to explain the reference to Reform Jews being ‘more open-
minded’ but this is simplistic.  

• Judgements made are generalised and not fully developed.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Develop the simple points made to show understanding through 
the explanation. 

2. Address all elements in the question – consider why science may 
present  ‘a challenge’ when discussing responses. 

Q: Assess Jewish responses to the challenge of science.

Example 1: 3 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism
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Example 2: 4 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam

Q: Assess the significance of the martyrdom of Hussain for Shi’a history 
and practices
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Example 2: 4 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam

Q: Assess the significance of the martyrdom of Hussain for Shi’a history 
and practices
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 1: 4 marks.

• This answer includes a narrow range of knowledge, describing 
Ashura with the significance of it implied. Specialist language and 
terminology appropriate to the question is included. 

• This answer identifies some relevant information, describing the 
martyrdom of Hussain and how Ashura is commemorated by some 
Shi’a Muslims.  The answer is focused on aspects of the question 
but includes a narrow range of ideas and tends to describe rather 
than assess. 

• Judgements are not explicitly made but implied through the choice 
of information.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Avoid describing religious practice – instead focus on the 
significance as required by the question. 

2. Comment on the significance of Hussain’s death for the 
development of Shi’a Islam. 

Q: Assess the significance of the martyrdom of Hussain for Shi’a history 
and practices

Example 2: 4 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam
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Example 3: 5 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Assess the importance of eschatological themes presented by Jesus in 
the parables of the Great Banquet and the Narrow Door.  



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 12-mark ‘Assess’ Exemplar Pack
Page 10 of 38

Example 3: 5 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Assess the importance of eschatological themes presented by Jesus in 
the parables of the Great Banquet and the Narrow Door.  
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Example 3: 5 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Assess the importance of eschatological themes presented by Jesus in 
the parables of the Great Banquet and the Narrow Door.  



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 12-mark ‘Assess’ Exemplar Pack
Page 12 of 38

Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 5 marks.

• This answer shows a range of knowledge of the key messages of 
both parables. Specialist language and terminology appropriate 
to the question is included and used appropriately. 

• This answer deconstructs relevant religious information in 
relation to the question, discussing the context of Jewish society and 
Jesus’ message that Gentiles and sinners would be welcome into the 
Kingdom of God. These are presented in simplistic chains of 
reasoning rather than fully explaining the importance.  

• Limited judgements are made regarding the importance of the 
parables but often the question is repeated rather than unpacking 
reasons why these parables are important in the context of Jesus’ 
teachings.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Avoid repeating the question - develop the points that are made, 
explaining what makes the eschatological theme important to show 
understanding of the wider context. 

2. Focus on explaining the ‘importance’ of the teachings linking these 
to Jesus’ teachings on salvation. 

Q: Assess the importance of eschatological themes presented by Jesus in 
the parables of the Great Banquet and the Narrow Door.  

Example 3: 5 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies
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Example 4: 6 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Assess the strengths and weaknesses of one critique of religious belief.  
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Example 4: 6 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Q: Assess the strengths and weaknesses of one critique of religious belief.  
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 6 marks.

• This answer shows a range of knowledge, selecting key scientific 
objections to religious belief and appropriate counter arguments. 
Specialist language and terminology relevant to the question is 
included and used appropriately. 

• This answer deconstructs relevant information in relation to the 
question, identifying Dawkins’ critique based on science.  Relevant 
examples are included with some development and these are 
countered with relevant objections.  Simplistic chains of reasoning
are used to present these different views.  

• Basic judgements are made but these are presented with limited 
detail.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Try to present a developed chain of reasoning which builds up an 
argument rather than a range of points with simple developments. 

2. Explain the final two sentences, showing how they relate to the rest 
of the answer. 

Q: Assess the strengths and weaknesses of one critique of religious belief.  

Example 4: 6 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
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Example 5: 7 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam

Q: Assess the significance of the martyrdom of Hussain for Shi’a history 
and practices.  
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Example 5: 7 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam

Q: Assess the significance of the martyrdom of Hussain for Shi’a history 
and practices.  
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Example 5: 7 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam

Q: Assess the significance of the martyrdom of Hussain for Shi’a history 
and practices.  
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 7 marks.

• This answer shows a range of knowledge, describing beliefs about 

Hussain, his death and how it is commemorated within Shi’a Islam. 

Specialist language and terminology appropriate to the question 

is included and used appropriately. 

• This answer deconstructs relevant information, inferring 

significance through the discussion of Hussain’s sacrifice and the 

place of Imams within Shi’a Islam. Simplistic chains of reasoning 

are created which add detail, linking to key beliefs and 

demonstrating knowledge.  

• Judgements about the significance of this event are made through 

links to key Muslim beliefs such as forgiveness and sacrifice as well 

as through discussion of how he event is commemorated.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Avoid description of AO1 knowledge – instead focus all points made 
on the question. 

2. Refer directly to significance and state how something does or 
doesn’t show significance. 

Q: Assess the significance of the martyrdom of Hussain for Shi’a history 
and practices.  

Example 5: 7 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam
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Example 6: 8 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism

Q: Assess the importance of Sri Ramakrishna for the development of 
modern Hinduism.  
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Example 6: 8 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism

Q: Assess the importance of Sri Ramakrishna for the development of 
modern Hinduism.  
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Example 6: 8 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism

Q: Assess the importance of Sri Ramakrishna for the development of 
modern Hinduism.  
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 8 marks.

• This answer shows a range of knowledge, including reasons for 
and against Sri Ramakrishna’s importance for modern Hinduism. 
Specialist language and terminology appropriate to the question 
is included and used appropriately. 

• This answer deconstructs relevant information, and follows a 
systematic structure to assess different views and link back to the 
question. Simplistic chains of reasoning which often include basic 
development of points are used.  

• Judgements about the importance are made throughout as 
evidence is assessed before drawing an overall decision.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Develop points further to achieve chains of reasoning and further 
explain the importance. 

2. Justify all points, including those in introductions or theses. 

Q: Assess the importance of Sri Ramakrishna for the development of 
modern Hinduism.  

Example 6: 8 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism
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Example 7: 9 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Assess the significance of karuna for Buddhists.  
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Example 7: 9 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Assess the significance of karuna for Buddhists.  
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Example 7: 9 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Assess the significance of karuna for Buddhists.  
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Example 7: 9 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Assess the significance of karuna for Buddhists.  
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 9 marks.

• This answer shows a wide range of knowledge of Buddhist 
teachings and beliefs relevant to the question linking each to the 
significance for Buddhists. Specialist language and terminology 
appropriate to the question are carefully selected and used 
appropriately. This is sustained throughout.

• This answer critically deconstructs relevant knowledge to assess 
the different arguments regarding the relative significance of karuna 
for Buddhists.  It builds logical chains of reasoning which are 
coherent in their discussion of the relevant material.  

• Reasoned judgements are constructed which show a broad range 
of arguments have been considered and weighed-up.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Include a greater exploration and focus on karuna rather than 
other Buddhist attributes – the question dictates the focus. 

Q: Assess the significance of karuna for Buddhists.  

Example 7: 9 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism
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Example 8: 10 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Assess the strengths and weaknesses of pacifism.  
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Example 8: 10 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Assess the strengths and weaknesses of pacifism.  
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Example 8: 10 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Assess the strengths and weaknesses of pacifism.  
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 10 marks.

• This answer shows a wide range of knowledge of strengths and 

weaknesses around pacifism itself, and with regard to ethical 

theories. Specialist language and terminology appropriate to the 

question are carefully selected and used appropriately. This is 

sustained throughout.

• This answer critically deconstructs relevant knowledge to assess 

the strengths and weaknesses of pacifism, making clear, well-

explained links to relevant examples and ethical theories. These are 

written in logical chains of reasoning which are coherent and 

focused on the question.

• Coherent and reasoned judgements are constructed 

throughout, showing a range of arguments which address the 

demands of the question.

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Be careful to ensure all points made focus on ‘assessing’ the 
content – avoid solely AO1 sections of writing that do not address 
the question.    

Q: Assess the strengths and weaknesses of pacifism.  

Example 8: 10 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics
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Example 9: 12 marks 

Paper 4b: Christianity

Q: Assess the Christian belief that the Bible is the word of God.  
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Example 9: 12 marks 

Paper 4b: Christianity

Q: Assess the Christian belief that the Bible is the word of God.  



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 12-mark ‘Assess’ Exemplar Pack
Page 35 of 38

Example 9: 12 marks 

Paper 4b: Christianity

Q: Assess the Christian belief that the Bible is the word of God.  
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Example 9: 12 marks 

Paper 4b: Christianity

Q: Assess the Christian belief that the Bible is the word of God.  
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Q: Assess the Christian belief that the Bible is the word of God.  

Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 12 marks.

• This answer demonstrates a wide range of knowledge, showing a 

broad and comprehensive understanding of factors that may affect 

judgements on this belief. Relevant specialist language and 

terminology are carefully selected and used appropriately. 

These are sustained throughout.  

• This answer critically deconstructs a range of relevant points, 

exploring different arguments with relevant scholars, scripture and 

examples.  These are well-explained and developed building logical

chains of reasoning which are coherent and demonstrate a 

candidate with a comprehensive understanding.  

• Coherent and reasoned judgements are constructed throughout 

assessing different positions and arguments around this belief.  

Example 9: 12 marks 

Paper 4b: Christianity
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Contact the Religious Studies team:

Email: teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535​ (Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

Contact online: https://bit.ly/2KLSNT0

Book a Teams meeting with the subject advisor: 
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8

Follow us on LinkedIn: https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx

Stay informed:

Sign up for subject updates: https://bit.ly/2G6mmfe
View the latest subject update online: https://bit.ly/3zsnxjL

Access Course Materials:

Visit the Pearson Edexcel Religious Studies website for course 
materials:

• Specification and sample assessments: 
(GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE

• Exam materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE
• Teaching and learning materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int 

GCSE

Access teaching support and training:

• Learn more about our training events

Access published resources:

• Learn more

Further Support for Edexcel Religious 
Studies

http://about:blank
http://about:blank
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8
https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
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