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About this resource

This pack includes A level exemplars for 20-mark 

‘Analyse’ questions. 

We have selected examples across the mark range 

from a variety of different papers, each including 

analysis against the level descriptors. These exemplars 

are taken from the 2022 exam series.

It should be noted that standardisation occurs to 

ensure consistency across series and the standard is 

set by the senior examining team. 

Contents:

► Level Descriptors:

► 20-mark ‘Analyse’: Level Descriptors

► ‘Analyse’ question exemplars:

Level 1 Exemplar

► 2 Marks: Paper 1 – Philosophy of Religion

Level 2 Exemplar

► 7 Marks: Paper 4d – Islam

► Level 3 Exemplars

► 9 Marks: Paper 4c - Hinduism

► 12 marks: Paper 4a – Buddhism

► Level 4 Exemplars

► 14 Marks: Paper 2 – Religion and Ethics

► 15 marks: Paper 4e – Judaism

► Level 5 Exemplars

► 17 Marks: Paper 4b – Christianity

► 20 marks: Paper 3 – New Testament Studies

► Further Support for Edexcel Religious Studies
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ guidance

Level descriptors
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ guidance

5 marks are available for AO1 (knowledge and understanding). 15 marks 
are available for AO2 (evaluation and assessment).  

Questions are designed to allow candidates to examine key ideas in detail, 
making connections and reasoned judgements on an issue.   

Recommended time: 30 minutes

The 20-mark ‘Analyse’ level descriptors are consistent across papers and 
exam series. It is important to recognise that there are many reasons why 
an answer may achieve a level, as the level descriptors contain a mixture of 
elements that need to be fulfilled.

Generally, to achieve a Level 5, answers:

❑ Demonstrate knowledge in relation to the topic, selecting relevant 
information, to unpick the issue and examine the relevant aspects. 
Relevant information encompasses the full range of the question.

❑ Use key terminology/language accurately and where appropriate.

❑ Give detailed and fully developed explanations as part of the analysis, 
which develop into logical chains of reasoning, as ideas are fully 
examined.

❑ Make appropriate judgements in relation to the question that are 
supported by evidence. Evidence and arguments discussed are 
appraised in light of their validity or persuasiveness.

❑ Are sustained and focused throughout, including only relevant 
information.

Level descriptors
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Q: Analyse the distinctive ideas contained in R M Hare’s and Basil Mitchell’s 
responses to Flew’s use of the Parable of the Gardener.

Example 1: 2 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
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Q: Analyse the distinctive ideas contained in R M Hare’s and Basil Mitchell’s 
responses to Flew’s use of the Parable of the Gardener.

Example 1: 2 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 1: 2 marks.

• This answer includes a narrow range of knowledge, simply 
identifying two different approaches. Specialist language and 
terminology appropriate to the question is used, although not 
explained. 

• Basic information is provided showing some knowledge of relevant 
vocabulary.  

• Basic connections between scholars and approaches are made but 
these are not explored.

• Judgements are not made and there are no arguments included.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Explore some of the ideas from the named scholars in the question 
to demonstrate knowledge.

2. Explain the key terms used and how they relate to the question and 
the ideas of the scholars.    

Q: Analyse the distinctive ideas contained in R M Hare’s and Basil Mitchell’s 
responses to Flew’s use of the Parable of the Gardener.

Example 1: 2 marks 

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
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Example 2: 7 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam

Q: Analyse the claim that the Qur’an is the source of authority for all 
Muslim belief and practice.
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Example 2: 7 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam

Q: Analyse the claim that the Qur’an is the source of authority for all 
Muslim belief and practice.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 2: 7 marks.

• This answer includes a limited range of knowledge, including a 
brief discussion of the Qur’an as the revealed holy book and the 
utility of the Hadith and the Sunnah. Specialist language and 
terminology appropriate to the question is used, although not 
explained. 

• Basic information is deconstructed in a simple way with limited 
development, addressing some basic ideas in relation to the 
question.  

• Limited connections are made between ideas; one example is 
given, considering guidance around prayer within the Qur’an, 
Hadith and Sunnah.

• Basic judgements are made in relation to the limited ideas 
discussed with no attempt to appraise evidence.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Discuss different reasons why the Qur’an is a source of authority 
for Muslim belief and practice.

2. Unpack ideas further through development (e.g. explain what it 
means to say the Qur’an is the revealed word of Allah and why this 
is important).

Q: Analyse the claim that the Qur’an is the source of authority for all 
Muslim belief and practice.

Example 2: 7 marks 

Paper 4d: Islam
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Example 3: 9 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism

Q: Analyse the significance of dharma (duty), karma (deeds) and ahimsa 
(non-violence) in the context of ethics.
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Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 20-mark ‘Analyse’ Exemplar Pack
Page 13 of 43

Example 3: 9 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism
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(non-violence) in the context of ethics.
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Example 3: 9 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism

Q: Analyse the significance of dharma (duty), karma (deeds) and ahimsa 
(non-violence) in the context of ethics.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 9 marks.

• This answer demonstrates a range of AO1 knowledge, explaining a 
range of key concepts within the question. Specialist language and 
terminology appropriate to the question is used effectively. 

• Information is deconstructed as key concepts are defined and 
explained, but development focuses on AO1, rather than focusing 
fully on the significance ‘in the context of ethics’ throughout.

• Attempts are made to make connections between ideas but not in 
all elements of the question. There is only a superficial discussion 
about the significance of each idea in the context of ethics, as 
demanded by the question.

• Limited judgements are made in relation to the question, with a 
superficial attempt to appraise some of the evidence.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Focus on all aspects of the question, ensuring the significance of 
dharma, karma and ahimsa ‘in the context of ethics’, is addressed 
throughout. 

2. Develop discussion surrounding the significance of karma, to 
explore nuances, reaching beyond the simplistic good karma/bad 
karma approach. 

Q: Analyse the significance of dharma (duty), karma (deeds) and ahimsa 
(non-violence) in the context of ethics.

Example 3: 9 marks 

Paper 4c: Hinduism
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Example 4: 12 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Analyse the significance of the bodhisattva in Buddhism.
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Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Analyse the significance of the bodhisattva in Buddhism.
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Example 4: 12 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Analyse the significance of the bodhisattva in Buddhism.
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Example 4: 12 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism

Q: Analyse the significance of the bodhisattva in Buddhism.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 3: 12 marks.

• This answer demonstrates a range of knowledge, discussing 
different schools of thought within Buddhism and makes good use 
of scholars. Specialist language and terminology appropriate to 
the question is used effectively. 

• Information is deconstructed as key arguments and scholarly views 
are explained in relation to the question. Points are developed and 
expanded for clarity.  

• Connections are made between elements of the question. The 
role of the bodhisattva is discussed in relation to Mahayana and 
Theravada traditions.

• Basic judgements are made in relation to the question, with an 
attempt to appraise some of the evidence.  

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Further explore the role of the bodhisattva: why the concept of the 
bodhisattva is significant within Buddhism and how this reflects 
Buddhist values. 

2. Discuss how the significance of the bodhisattva is shown within 
Mahayana Buddhism.  

Q: Analyse the significance of the bodhisattva in Buddhism.

Example 4: 12 marks 

Paper 4a: Buddhism
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Example 5: 14 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Analyse the persuasiveness of arguments in favour of assisted dying.



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 20-mark ‘Analyse’ Exemplar Pack
Page 22 of 43

Example 5: 14 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Analyse the persuasiveness of arguments in favour of assisted dying.



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 20-mark ‘Analyse’ Exemplar Pack
Page 23 of 43

Example 5: 14 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Analyse the persuasiveness of arguments in favour of assisted dying.



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 20-mark ‘Analyse’ Exemplar Pack
Page 24 of 43

Example 5: 14 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Analyse the persuasiveness of arguments in favour of assisted dying.



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 20-mark ‘Analyse’ Exemplar Pack
Page 25 of 43
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Example 5: 14 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics

Q: Analyse the persuasiveness of arguments in favour of assisted dying.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 4: 14 marks.

• This answer demonstrates a wide range of knowledge, discusses a 
range of key arguments in the debate around assisted dying and 
makes good use of the views of relevant scholars. Specialist 
language and terminology are well-selected and used 
appropriately, in most instances.

• Information is deconstructed as key arguments and scholarly views 
are applied to assisted dying. Points are developed and unpacked 
(though this is not as robust towards the end of the answer). 

• Connections are made between a wide range of elements of the 
question as a range of arguments and perspectives are considered.

• Coherent and reasoned judgements are made in relation to the 
question, although not consistently throughout the answer. Some 
evidence is appraised, and the persuasiveness of arguments are 
discussed and justified, as demanded by the question.   

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Explain all points and arguments mentioned (e.g. reference to 
Natural Law), rather than including them at the end of an answer 
without explanation.  

2. Justify all judgements made and avoid giving unsubstantiated 
opinions.    

Q: Analyse the persuasiveness of arguments in favour of assisted dying.

Example 5: 14 marks 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics
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Example 6: 15 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism

Q: Analyse the view that the Holocaust presented a crisis of faith for 
Judaism.



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 20-mark ‘Analyse’ Exemplar Pack
Page 29 of 43

Example 6: 15 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism

Q: Analyse the view that the Holocaust presented a crisis of faith for 
Judaism.



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 20-mark ‘Analyse’ Exemplar Pack
Page 30 of 43

Example 6: 15 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism
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Example 6: 15 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism

Q: Analyse the view that the Holocaust presented a crisis of faith for 
Judaism.



Edexcel GCE A level Religious Studies 20-mark ‘Analyse’ Exemplar Pack
Page 32 of 43

Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 4: 15 marks.

• This answer demonstrates a range of knowledge, discussing a 
range of relevant ideas in relation to the question. Specialist 
language and terminology is carefully selected and used 
appropriately and accurately throughout. 

• Issues are deconstructed as key arguments and scholarly views are 
considered in relation to the question. Views are explained and the 
implications are examined through logical chains of reasoning.  

• Connections are made between a wide range of elements of the 
question as different arguments and repercussions are considered.

• Coherent and reasoned judgements are made in relation to the 
question. Some evidence is appraised implicitly through the 
consideration of alternate views.   

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Discuss a greater breadth of ideas and avoid repeating arguments.

2. Further explain the ‘losing of faith’, in relation to beliefs about 
specific attributes of God.  

Q: Analyse the view that the Holocaust presented a crisis of faith for 
Judaism.

Example 6: 15 marks 

Paper 4e: Judaism
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Example 7: 17 marks 

Paper 4b: Christianity

Q: Analyse the strengths of McGrath’s critique of Dawkins.
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Paper 4b: Christianity

Q: Analyse the strengths of McGrath’s critique of Dawkins.
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 5: 17 marks.

• This answer demonstrates a wide range of knowledge, thoroughly 
examining Dawkins’ arguments and McGrath’s responses. Specialist 
language and terminology is carefully selected and used 
appropriately and accurately throughout. 

• Information is critically deconstructed, expanding on ideas 
discussed, through clear developed logical chains of reasoning. 

• Connections are made between the full range of elements of the 
question. 

• Coherent and reasoned judgements are made, addressing the 
question throughout. Judgements are supported by the appraisal 
of evidence, as the success of McGrath’s responses are discussed 
throughout.   

To improve this answer, the candidate needed to:

1. Focus on analysing McGrath’s critique of Dawkins, rather than 
offering own critique.  

2. Further appraise the arguments; explaining why McGrath’s critiques 
are convincing.  

Q: Analyse the strengths of McGrath’s critique of Dawkins.

Example 7: 17 marks 

Paper 4b: Christianity
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Example 8: 20 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Analyse the significance of one of the following for understanding the 
Person of Jesus in the Gospels (The Titles of Jesus, the I am sayings).
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Example 8: 20 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Analyse the significance of one of the following for understanding the 
Person of Jesus in the Gospels (The Titles of Jesus, the I am sayings).
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Example 8: 20 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Analyse the significance of one of the following for understanding the 
Person of Jesus in the Gospels (The Titles of Jesus, the I am sayings).
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Example 8: 20 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Analyse the significance of one of the following for understanding the 
Person of Jesus in the Gospels (The Titles of Jesus, the I am sayings).
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Example 8: 20 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies

Q: Analyse the significance of one of the following for understanding the 
Person of Jesus in the Gospels (The Titles of Jesus, the I am sayings).
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Using a best-fit approach, this answer achieved Level 5: 20 marks.

• This answer demonstrates a wide range of detailed knowledge, 
analysing the ‘I am sayings’, in relation to key arguments and 
scholars. Specialist language and terminology are carefully 
selected and are used appropriately and accurately throughout. 

• Information is critically deconstructed using different ‘I am’ 
examples and examining the theological significance for the person 
of Jesus. Ideas are fully examined using logical chains of 
reasoning, to thoroughly explain points. 

• Connections are made between the full range of elements of the 
question.

• Coherent and reasoned judgements are made throughout. Ideas 
link together to support and build judgements. These are supported 
by the appraisal of evidence, including discussion of scholars and 
the historical and theological context.   

Q: Analyse the significance of one of the following for understanding the 
Person of Jesus in the Gospels (The Titles of Jesus, the I am sayings).

Example 8: 20 marks 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies
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Contact the Religious Studies team:

Email: teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com

Phone: +44 (0) 344 463 2535​ (Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

Contact online: ​https://bit.ly/2KLSNT0

Book a Teams meeting with the subject advisor: 
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8

Follow us on LinkedIn: https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx

Stay informed:

Sign up for subject updates: https://bit.ly/2G6mmfe
View the latest subject update online: https://bit.ly/3zsnxjL

Access Course Materials:

Visit the Pearson Edexcel Religious Studies website for course 
materials:

• Specification and sample assessments: 
(GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE

• Exam materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int GCSE
• Teaching and learning materials: (GCSE(A)/GCSE(B)/GCE)/Int 

GCSE

Access teaching support and training:

• Learn more about our training events

Access published resources:

• Learn more

Further Support for Edexcel Religious 
Studies

http://about:blank
http://about:blank
https://bit.ly/3rEVLx8
https://bit.ly/3y1zQDx
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#%2FfilterQuery=category:Pearson-UK:Category%2FSpecification-and-sample-assessments
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FExam-materials
http://about:blank
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/qualifications/edexcel-international-gcses/international-gcse-religious-studies-2017.coursematerials.html#filterQuery=Pearson-UK:Category%2FTeaching-and-learning-materials
http://about:blank
http://about:blank
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