
 

 
 
 
Clarification regarding contributors and 
seminal figures in AS and A level Religious 
Studies 
 

AS and A level – contributors and seminal figures 
 

Contributors 

Within the specification content, most boxes include the expression: ‘with reference to the ideas 
of….’  This indicates key contributors in relation to specific content areas.  For example, in the 
extract below from Paper 1, W Paley and D Hume are listed as contributors: 

 

 

These scholars support a student’s knowledge and understanding of the topic. They do not 
represent compulsory reading. Additional relevant contributors will be credited if deployed 
appropriately. 

 

 



Specified seminal figures  

Some topics specify names of seminal figures within the specification content and these may be 
mentioned in questions. For example, the extract below from Paper 4 Option E Judaism, specifies 
commentary by Rashi: 

 

 

In the extract below from the AS samples assessment materials for this option, the example 
question names Rashi.  

 

 



A level Anthology 

Texts and scholars from the Anthology are used in compulsory questions at A level and these 
scholars will be named in questions. The context in which these texts could be studied is 
indicated by bracketed numbers in the detailed content, for example (4) in the extract below for 
Paper 1 Philosophy. These extracts are not exclusive to the topic areas under which they appear; 
students will need to be able to apply these extracts across any suitable topic. 

 

 


