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A Level Religious Studies exemplars — Paper 2

Introduction

e The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples
of responses to A Level Religious Studies Paper 2:Religion and Ethics.

e The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be
found on the Pearson website

e In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary
and the mark scheme for each question.

e The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses
where possible. In some cases, the student scripts have been typed to ensure
that they are clear to read.

e In some cases, the students have used more space than was originally provided in
the sample assessment booklets. In light of this feedback, the A Level specimen
papers on the website and the Summer 2018 papers will have additional pages

e We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year

o If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions
about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on
teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com
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Question 1

Question and Mark Scheme

1 Explore the contribution made by Situation Ethics to moral decision making.

Question Indicative content
number
1 8 marks AO1

AO01 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge,
understanding and specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

e Situation Ethics is a Christian response to cultural and social changes
in the mid to late 20th century.

+ Situation Ethics provides an opportunity to make connections
between contemporary Christian decision making and the ministry
and example of Jesus.

« The role of agape is a hallmark of the theory focusing moral decision
making on what is the most loving thing to do in a situation.

¢ The guiding principles are personalism, positivism, relativism and
pragmatism, which propose a rejection of absclutes and legalism.

e Joseph Fletcher based Situation Ethics on real life, extreme
situations, offering a way of assessing moral situations that cannot
be resclved by use of everyday moral rules.

Level Mark Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.
Level 1 | 1-2 + A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropnately or accurately
(AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AD1).

Level 2 | 3-5 +« A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy are
selected most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

« Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).

Level 3 | 68 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

+ Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understanding (AQ1).

2 © Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Candidate A:

1 Explore the contribution made by Situation Ethics to moral decision making.

Siuvation.

5&%{\&;\;;&% ....... Personal B ¢ ¥V = o o, VY S =7 o O

...Gf.mwmmm:.:.a,ﬁ......ﬁnrﬂ:em:...,....Ms:!_..,..._,._.__M.a:m.t....__zt:ad-ﬁgm_,.....ﬁa1.......2&.&5...,.............,

P0IGA . QECLINONE . ShOIS. . (eSPESE . for. 1adividuads . o Tha . .’thinﬂ.)

Hmsreﬁmd ...... S MOUALCLED LG, 5o rsesn —

[Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)

Examiner comment:

The candidate uses a range of knowledge and terminology, but there is some repetition
and no clear understanding of the wide circumstances of influence of the theory.

Level 2 - 4 marks

et T K

Level 2 | 3-5 * A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
Inaccuracies (AO1).

* Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (A01).

* Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).
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Candidate B:
]
' 1 Explore the contribution made by Situation Ethics to moral decision making.

Oihwation _efhics wis o _nsequonhelst . _of ol _decson
g, T was bused. o0 W idea Tk decisiors. sheuld. be.

made... b M. basis. Cfﬂnd.ry 1. pust. {av,vczufcm E P,un/eJ
oo cltenghia o, c(emfu/agaaldemvhm&,jAf«{fdah P

Shich Sek uf vuls, 65 iF wes o much oo flexbk way.of.
| mekine decison’ S Meing. goy,._[bu[d_,é:d ol o approcds 1. A
| s,}menﬂwedeme?/so/ ........ Szﬂm.tl‘m?Q%?L.ZZ.L[?SC&R&L by
! TC“"CFA F/t’[‘(}w, ko bﬂf,ewcl MZS%U/AQ@/\'%. w//:équ/
| “.‘agcy/f ....... e L pp.;,c;,o/és,.....ﬁﬁ.v.,qu.'ded ..a....nm:nz;j, as...
| 1ty of Pl _dlecision iy, bhith o dd_clse be ociopted by
| walsgios. peopl s it is bestd oo Y prnciple Gl Lluce tdyich most-
! Lligars cze éz&l ab.‘,...I*}'_. G&:fl«ogded léi« Some.. Pegwé . Welsios......
| ool 5. .. pu}saﬂwsakwe ypw@%am/ uﬂ«éeuyaéw
. F/amyk_e...,_.ﬂ...a//zml..la&pé to.t26e oo (s 005 sl 06 Cuisin,
! bt bes lesd fo o(:}aj%.egmﬁ Lhtre pegate brosy. it Gllays agee. on

I‘k& V.-y/’/ 711»:‘") o to ih o ol it * (Total for Question 1 = 8 marks)

St iight Say i provdeS 16 b ity fou trmm Pt fy )OSy
ey inmoral an;S of P)‘/ 5 fo //6’1'95(0.é & ¥4

Examiner comment:

The candidate uses relevant terminology and understanding but limits themselves by
comparison with other theories which tend to dominate this answer.

Level 2 - 5 marks

P T e

Level 2 | 3-5 * A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1]).

+ Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding {AO1).
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Candidate C:

1 Explore the contribution made by Situation Ethics to moral decision making.
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Examiner comment:

The candidate shows a competent range of knowledge with key terms and the main
concept is understood. This response could move up the mark range by more detailed
explanation of background and intentions and with specific reference to Fletcher.

Level 2 - 5 marks

el T e

Level 2 | 3-5 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1]).

s Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding {AO1).
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Candidate D:

1 Explore the contribution made by Situation Ethics to moral decision making.
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Examiner comment:

The candidate shows good use of terminology and understanding of the distinctive
approach made by Situation Ethics, including consistency with the teaching of Jesus and
key focus on Joseph Fletcher. One of Fletcher’s case studies would enhance a good
answer.

Level 3 — 7 marks

Level 3 6—8 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropnately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AD1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

+ Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AQ1).

6 © Pearson Education Ltd 2015



A Level Religious Studies exemplars — Paper 2

Candidate E:

1) Situation Ethics has contributed to moral decision making in a number of ways. In the
mid to late 20" century there was large cultural and social changes, in all parts of
society. After these changes many peoples moral stand point and ideals adapted and
changed, this lead many of the Christian teachings being outdated and less relevant in
modern society. Situation Ethics provided an opportunity to make connections between
the decision making of contemporary Christians and the mystery and example of Jesus.
Agape love is central to this theory, with the basic principle for decision making being to
do the most loving thing in that particular situation. Situation Ethics has four guiding
principles, personalism, postitivism, relatvisim and pragmatism, which demonstrate the
ideals of how a loving decision should be made. They all reject the idea of absolute rules
and legalism, taking a situationlist approach. Joseph Fletcher based situation ethics on
Jesus's example. For example when he broke the strict absolute rules of the Pharisees in
order to heal a man claiming, ‘the Sabbath was made for man, not man for the Sabbath’.
Situation ethics contribution to moral decision making was that it created a new a way
for a modern Christian to make moral decisions, that suited there new ideals, but also
followed the example of Jesus.

Examiner comment:

The candidate has written a strong response showing awareness of cultural background
as well roots in Jesus’ teaching and practice and the guiding principles offered by
Fletcher. There is clear understanding of the focus of the theory.

Level 3 - 8 marks

Level 3 6—8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AO1).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Question 2

Question and Mark Scheme

2 Assess the claim that religious approaches to same—sex relationships have been
influenced by social and cultural changes.

Question Indicative content
number
2 4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding using specialist language and
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting
AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AO1.

e« There have been changes in approaches to same-sex relationships
such as decriminalisation of homosexuality, civil partnerships, same-
sex marriages.

+ Since World War II, there have been social and cultural changes in
family structures and moral perspectives, as well as advances in
biology and psychology.

+ There have also been changes in religious approaches, such as
blessing of same-sex marriages or employment of openly
homosexual clergy.

AOD2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AD2.

e The 1967 decriminalisation of homeosexuality did not lead to
immediate change in religious thinking, which suggests that not all
religious approaches change in tandem with social and cultural
changes.

« Many religious approaches continue to be based on teaching of
sacred texts, which are deemed immutable, which may be though to
prevent religious approaches from keeping pace with social and
cultural changes.

+« Religious teaching in sacred texts has great authority, however it
has always been influenced by social and cultural factors, so it is not
just a modern phenomenon.

e« There has been religious re-evaluation of the teaching on same-sex
relationships, which suggests religions believe it is essential for the
emotional and spirtual wellbeing of individuals and communities and
not simply paying lip service to social trends.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO01 will not be able to
gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.

8 © Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Level

- Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-4

L ]

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

Information/issues are identified (AOZ).

Judgements are supported by generalised arguments [(AQZ2).

Level 2

5-8

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected, most of which are used approprately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic
chain of reasoning (AOZ2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the gquestion are made
(AD2).

Level 3

9-12

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1]).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question [(AO2).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Candidate A:

2 Assess the claim that religious approaches to same-sex relationships have been
influenced by social and cultural changes.
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Examiner comment:

The candidate shows clear understanding of three characteristic Christian approaches to
same sex relationships, but reference to social and cultural change is limited to ‘more
open and accepting’. They draw the simple conclusion that Liberal Christians are
typically therefore more influenced by this change. This response could move up the
levels with reference to particular examples of how society is more open and accepting
and whether there is specific evidence of religious approaches to responding to these
changes.

Level 2 - 7 marks.

it Rl i S R i, S

Level 2 | 5-8 +« A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
Inaccuracies (AO1).

s Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic
chain of reasoning (AD2).

« Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AD2).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015 11
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Candidate B:

2 Assess the claim that religious approaches to same—sex relationships have been

influenced by social and cultural changes.
(12)
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Examiner comment:

The candidate has a slow start, with the first paragraph not directly relevant to the
question, although the connection is eventually made and the answer then offers some
useful examples and illustrations. A conclusion is drawn which relates directly to the
question.

Level 3 - 9 marks.

Level 3 | 9-12 . A wnde range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

« Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

» Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2]).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015 13
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Question 3a

Question and Mark Scheme

If | think of hypothetical imperative in general, then | do not know beforehand

what it will contain until the condition is given to me. But if | think of a categorical
imperative, then | know directly what it contains. For since besides the law, the
imperative contains only the necessity of the maxim, that it should accord with this
law, but the law contains no condition to which it is limited, there remains nothing
left over with which the maxim of this action is to be in accord, and this accordance
alone is what the imperative really represents necessarily. The categorical imperative
is thus only a single one, and specifically this. Act only in accordance with that maxim
through which you can at the same time will that it becomes universal law.

(Source: Quote from Immanuel Kant — Groundwork for the Metaphysics of Morals (1785)
Yale University Press edition trans. Allen W Wood (2002) page 37)

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about Kant’s idea of the categorical
imperative.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

Question Indicative content
number
3(a) 10 marks AO1

AO01 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge,
understanding and specialist language and terminoclogy when
responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

« The categorical imperative is the foundation for all moral decision
making and moral action: *Act only in accordance with that
maxim through which you can at the same time will that it
becomes a universal law.”

e It is based on the principle of universalisability or the formula of the
law of nature — an action is morally permissible if it could always be
performed without contradiction.

e A categorical imperative must be an action that could be a law in a
Kingdom of Ends, in which the moral agent does not consider
themselves an exception to the moral law.

& The categorical imperative requires that a moral agent treats others
as ends in themselves and not as a means to an end.

+ The categorical imperative requires that a moral agent acts
autonomously for it to be morally good.

» Categorical imperatives contrast with hypothetical imperatives,
which are motivated by potential outcomes and thus cannot be
universalised: 'If I think of hypothetical imperative in general, then I
do not know beforehand what it will contain until the condition is
given to me.”

14 © Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Level

Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

Level 1

L]

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
AD1).

1}:(nlzrw]ieclge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not
directly linked to the extract (AO1).

Level 2

4-6

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AOQ1).

Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, however it is not fully developed {AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference
from the extract (AC1).

Level 3

7-10

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed and fully developed (AOQ1].

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the
extract (AO1).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Candidate A:

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about Kant’s idea of the categorical
imperative,

You must refer to the passage in your response.
{(10)
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Examiner comment:

The candidate displays a narrow range of knowledge in this very brief answer (which
does not go beyond the first half page of lined answer space) of which three lines
consistute a quotation from the extract.

Level 1 -3 marks

Level 1 | 1-3 + A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropnately or accurately
AD1]).

. f(now}la:lge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial {(AD1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not
directly linked to the extract (AOQ1).
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Candidate B:

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about Kant's idea of the categorical
imperative.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

Kant_ bolons Ad gofeé§/7w/z’mw&mj,#méj,m%ﬁc4/
Impekndines.. ond >ns}emdw@v$2(a~/eymm/ﬁn)wm‘zfﬁ}/e -
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L. C&ﬁlbvuhknuchlngm«{ﬁduf‘eﬁ : chAmAM(MQ@aﬂ

o Which_gte_foubiddon AsAaSa;g,/l/(oowolwec//yc%«}n‘aams
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Examiner comment:

This is another brief response which makes a simple reference to the passage. Although
this is shorter than the exemplar above, the use of technical language is sharper and less
dependent on the extract.

Level 2 - 4 marks

D T WL e

Level 2 | 4-6 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy are
selected most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

+ HKnowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, howewver it is not fully developed (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference
from the extract (AO1).
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Question 3b

Question and Mark Scheme

(b) Analyse the extent to which the categorical imperative serves as a reliable
foundation for moral decision making.

Question Indicative content
number
3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AOZ2

AO01 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding using specialist language and
terminclogy when responding to the question, and in meeting
AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AO1.

+ The categorical imperative is based on reason and does not rely on
outcomes or situations.

+ The categorical imperative places intrinsic value on moral agents
rather than the actions they perform or which affect them.

+ The categorical imperative recognises human capacity to make
autonomous moral decisions without reliance on divine authority.

AO02 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AD2.

+ Kant's claim that every rational being exists as an end in itself,
places intrinsic value on the individual and therefore individuals and
society benefit from this view, making it a reliable foundation.

* A categorical imperative is one that you can will to become a
universal law, therefore they are more reliable than hypothetical
imperatives, which relate only to a particular situation or time. “But
if I think of & categorical imperative, then I know directly what it
contains.”

+ Categorical imperatives are the product of a good will acting in
accordance with duty, therefore they are reliable because the good
will is intrinsically good and duty the only reliable moral reason for
actions — recognising what we must and ought to do in a moral
kingdom of ends.

+ Categorical imperatives derive fromm human reason that is accessible
to all irrespective of experience, therefore they are more reliable
because they can be used to lay the groundwork of morality, which
is coherent to everyone
‘The imperative contains only the necessity of the maxim.”

+ Prima facie duties may be taken into account, however that does
permit some flexibility in the categorcal imperative and therefore
may make it more reasonable in the modern world.

+ Kant states that a rational being should always be treated as an end
in itself, howewver human agents are able to act in the performance
of certain reles as a means to an end by way of agreement or
contract, say, in professional or service roles, which suggests it can
be interpreted in a number of ways.

Candidates who show achievement only against A01 will not be able to
gain marks beyond the top of Lewvel 1.
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Level Mark Descriptor
0 Mo rewardable material.

Level 1 | 1-4 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy
are selected but are unlikely to be used approprately or accurately
(AO1).

+ Information/issues are selected (ADZ2).

+ Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AOZ2).

+ Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AO2).

level 2 | 5-8 « A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected, some of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AQ1).

+« Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2).

+ Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AD2).

¢+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the guestion are made
with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

Level 3 [9-12 +« A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
Iinaccuracies (AO1).

+ Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple
chain of reasoning (AO2Z2).

+ Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AO2).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made, which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
(AO2).

level 4 | 13-16 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropnately and
accurately throughout (AO1).

+« Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (ACQZ2).

+ Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the
question (AOZ2).

+ Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all
of the elements in the question, which are supported by the
appraisal of some evidence (AOQ2].

Level 5 | 17-20 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout {AO1).

* Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and legical chains of reasoning (AO2).

+ Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
question (AO2).

+ Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Candidate A:

(b) Analyse the extent to which the categorical imperative serves as a reliable
foundation for moral decision making.
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Examiner comment:

This potentially strong answer is undermined by its brevity. The answer begins in an
interesting way although a reference to the categorical imperative in the first paragraph
would be reassuring. Use of exemplars in a scholarly manner is encouraging (no elderly
ladies being helped across the road...!) but overall clear reference to the wording of the
question and a much extended discussion would raise this response up the mark scheme.

Level 3 - 9 marks

Level 3 | 9-12 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

s Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple
chain of reasoning (AO2).

+ Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AOZ2).

« Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made, which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
{ADZ).
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