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Introduction 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples 

of responses to A Level Religious Studies Paper 2:Religion and Ethics. 

• The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be 

found on the Pearson website 

• In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary 

and the mark scheme for each question. 

• The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses 

where possible.  In some cases, the student scripts have been typed to ensure 

that they are clear to read. 

• In some cases, the students have used more space than was originally provided in 

the sample assessment booklets.  In light of this feedback, the A Level specimen 

papers on the website and the Summer 2018 papers will have additional pages 

• We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions 

about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 

teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com 
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Question 1 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 

 
 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate uses a range of knowledge and terminology, but there is some repetition 

and no clear understanding of the wide circumstances of influence of the theory. 

 

Level 2 – 4 marks 
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Candidate B: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate uses relevant terminology and understanding but limits themselves by 

comparison with other theories which tend to dominate this answer. 

 

Level 2 – 5 marks 
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Candidate C: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate shows a competent range of knowledge with key terms and the main 

concept is understood.  This response could move up the mark range by more detailed 

explanation of background and intentions and with specific reference to Fletcher. 

 

Level 2 – 5 marks 
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Candidate D: 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate shows good use of terminology and understanding of the distinctive 

approach made by Situation Ethics, including consistency with the teaching of Jesus and 

key focus on Joseph Fletcher.  One of Fletcher’s case studies would enhance a good 

answer. 

 

Level 3 – 7 marks 
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Candidate E: 

 

 
Examiner comment: 

The candidate has written a strong response showing awareness of cultural background 

as well roots in Jesus’ teaching and practice and the guiding principles offered by 

Fletcher.  There is clear understanding of the focus of the theory. 

 

Level 3 – 8 marks 
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Question 2 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate shows clear understanding of three characteristic Christian approaches to 

same sex relationships, but reference to social and cultural change is limited to ‘more 

open and accepting’.  They draw the simple conclusion that Liberal Christians are 

typically therefore more influenced by this change.  This response could move up the 

levels with reference to particular examples of how society is more open and accepting 

and whether there is specific evidence of religious approaches to responding to these 

changes.  

 

Level 2 – 7 marks. 
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Candidate B: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate has a slow start, with the first paragraph not directly relevant to the 

question, although the connection is eventually made and the answer then offers some 

useful examples and illustrations.  A conclusion is drawn which relates directly to the 

question. 

Level 3 – 9 marks. 
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Question 3a 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 
 
Examiner comment: 

The candidate displays a narrow range of knowledge in this very brief answer (which 

does not go beyond the first half page of lined answer space) of which three lines 

consistute a quotation from the extract. 

 

Level 1 -3 marks 
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Candidate B: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This is another brief response which makes a simple reference to the passage.  Although 

this is shorter than the exemplar above, the use of technical language is sharper and less 

dependent on the extract. 

 

Level 2 – 4 marks 
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Question 3b 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 
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Examiner comment: 

This potentially strong answer is undermined by its brevity.  The answer begins in an 

interesting way although a reference to the categorical imperative in the first paragraph 

would be reassuring.  Use of exemplars in a scholarly manner is encouraging (no elderly 

ladies being helped across the road…!) but overall clear reference to the wording of the 

question and a much extended discussion would raise this response up the mark scheme. 

 

Level 3 – 9 marks 
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