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Introduction 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples

of responses to AS Religious Studies Paper 3: New Testament.

• The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be

found on the Pearson website

• In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary

and the mark scheme for each question.

• The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses

where possible.  In some cases, the student scripts have been typed to ensure

that they are clear to read.

• We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions

about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on

teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com
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Question 1 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

Many believe that the author of the Fourth Gospel was an eyewitness and use 

the Gospel to support this claim. The detail in Chapter 18 mentions Jesus’ 

meetings with the High Priest and as Peter was not present this could be the 

testimony of another disciple, possibly John. When Jesus appeared before Pilate 

for the trial before his crucifixion the description of where Jesus was sitting for 

the trial suggests that an eye witness wrote the account of the trial.   

John Mark, a priest and companion of St Paul and the disciples (Acts 12), who is 

also believed to have fled the Garden of Gethsemane at Jesus’s arrest, is also 

thought to be the author, but he would be 80 at the time of the Trajan reign.  

Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 2 – 4 marks. 

The candidate uses a good range of material but needs more development of these ideas 

to show understanding. The candidate can develop the response by establishing the link 

between the eye witness and authorship of the Gospel.   Some other examples of specific 

detail that can only be known by an eye witness would raise the level of this response.  
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Candidate B: 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate gained level 3 – 7 marks 

This candidate has included a number of key ideas and developed each of them. 
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Candidate C: 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 3 – 8 marks 

The candidate employs a wide range of knowledge and uses specialist language and 

terminology throughout the response.  Key religious ideas are comprehensively 

developed to show a depth of understanding. The detail regarding the ‘beloved disciple’ is 

comprehensively developed as a key idea.  
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Question 2 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

Palestine operated under Roman occupation in the First Century and Jesus would 

have been familiar with the rulers of the provinces where he lived and worked. 

Archelaus ruled Judah and Samaria with tyranny, and was very unpopular 

amongst citizens who sent a delegation to Rome to remove him. As part of the 

Roman occupation, a census was ordered for tax purposes that explains why 

Jesus was born in Bethlehem, not Nazareth, as Jesus’ parents had to travel to 

register for the census. This census led to a rebellion when Jesus was 12 years 

old; and any ongoing political unrest would lead to conflict between the religious 

and political authorities throughout his life. The Jewish authorities would have 

been watching carefully anything that Jesus did to ensure that the Roman 

authorities were not displeased with their community and indeed they were also 

displeased when Jesus broke Jewish law by healing in the Sabbath.  When Jesus 

raised Lazarus, this led directly to the Jews plotting to kill Jesus as they were 

also angry about his breaking of Sabbath laws.  

Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 2 – 5 marks 

The response shows a range of knowledge and addresses the question with a limited 

range of elements.  The first part of this response is more focussed and the whole 

response can be improved by widening the range of elements used for addressing the 

question and including more detail as appropriate.   
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Candidate B: 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 3 – 9 marks 

The candidate has presented wide, carefully selected knowledge of the topic and 

assessed the significance of the political situation in 1st century Palestine for the life and 

work of Jesus but has also retained a sufficient focus on the argument.  
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Candidate C: 

Jesus’ life and work was set within the context of the Roman occupation of 1st-

century Palestine and this defined the response of the religious authorities to 

Jesus. The religious authorities were accountable to the Roman rulers for 

maintaining order and for being seen to act against potential revolutionaries. The 

stability of the Jewish priesthood and the temple were dependent on a stable 

relationship between the political authority of the Roman rulers and the Jewish 

religious authorities.   

Jesus was a charismatic leader and the large crowds he pulled when he was 

teaching in public was seen as a potential threat to political stability and this was 

a source of tension between Jesus and the Jews who were living under Roman 

occupation. Ultimately, if it were not for Roman rule over Palestine, Jesus would 

not have been crucified because this was characteristically a Roman sentence for 

secular offences. The High Priest was appointed by Rome and was responsible for 

maintaining peace in Jerusalem, thus they had to act against Jesus as a potential 

revolutionary. The priests feared Roman reprisal against them and the temple, 

and it was in their own best interests to maintain a working relationship with 

Rome, and arguably it was in their interest to have Jesus arrested. The Roman 

occupation meant that Jesus’ death was more likely a deterrent, otherwise the 

only charges that would have been made were religious ones, which could not be 

guaranteed to result in the death penalty. This had significance for the charges 

brought against Jesus by the authorities that led to his death sentence. 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 3 – 9 marks 

Specialist language is sustained throughout; wide range of knowledge, clear critical 

deconstruction of issues.   

The candidate clearly understands the significance of living under political occupation and 

has presented coherent and reasoned judgements of what this meant for Jesus’ life and 

work. Candidates might also draw on other specific Gospel incidents to illustrate the 

significance of this situation and this example is indicative of a possible approach.  
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Question 3 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 3 – 9 marks 

 

The candidate addresses the question using accurate and wide range of knowledge of the 

two signs. The various strengths are unpacked and this supports the candidate’s 

judgements about their importance and the evidence is clearly appraised 

comprehensively.  

Specialist language is carefully selected and used appropriately throughout. The 

candidate concludes with a well-argued viewpoint that places equal value on other signs.  
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Candidate B: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 3 – 9 marks 

 

The candidate presents a wide range of knowledge about the two signs and focusses in 

detail on their strengths so that their relative importance may be assessed.  The 

candidate supports judgements with comprehensive appraisal of the evidence and 

concludes the response by giving clear reasons for agreeing with the view in the 

question.  
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Candidate C: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 3 – 9 marks 

 

The candidate addresses the question using accurate and wide ranging of knowledge of 

the two signs. The candidate deploys specialist language fluently and addresses the 

question in depth. The conclusion is supported by drawing on a wide range of knowledge 

and scholarship that demonstrates coherence and logical reasoning.  
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Question 4a 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 3 – 6 marks 

 

There is detailed coverage of a narrow range of key ideas of the Prologue. The level of 

detail places this response within Level 3 however; a wider range of key ideas would 

raise this response towards the top of this level. 
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Candidate B: 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 3 – 6 marks 

 

This is a comprehensive response with an accurate use of terminology.  A wide range of 

knowledge is deployed and developed to show an in-depth understanding of two key 

ideas of the Prologue. Other key ideas are referred to in passing and the candidate does 

enough to get securely into Level 3.  
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Candidate C: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 3 – 8 marks 

 

This is a comprehensive response with an accurate use of terminology.  A wide range of 

knowledge is deployed and comprehensively developed to show a depth of understanding 

of the key ideas of the Prologue. 
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Candidate D: 

 

 
Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 3 – 8 marks 

 

This response displays good use of specialist language and terminology as well as a 

broad range of key ideas.  The key ideas are developed to show a depth of understanding 

and the discussion is support by impressive use of scholarship.  
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Question 4b 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 4 – 16 marks 

 

The response shows a wide range of knowledge and begins to make chains of reasoning, 

making connections to the full range of elements in the question.  It is a little 

undeveloped in places as some opportunities to fully extrapolate an opinion from the 

evidence presented are missed but the candidate does enough to get into level 4. 
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Candidate B: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate gains level 4 – 20 marks. 

 

The response has a strong focus on the question and provides a wide range of knowledge 

about the different debates surrounding the Prologue.  The question is addressed by 

coherent and reasoned judgements which are fully supported by a comprehensive 

appraisal of the evidence.   The response is also well structured with coherent and logical 

chains of reasoning. 
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