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Introduction 

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples

of responses to AS Religious Studies Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion.

 The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be

found on the Pearson website

 In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary

and the mark scheme for each question.

 The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses

where possible.  In some cases, the student scripts have been typed to ensure

that they are clear to read.

 In some cases, the students have used more space than was originally provided in

the sample assessment booklets.  In light of this feedback, the AS papers in 2017

will have additional pages.

 We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions

about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on

teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com
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Question 1 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate uses a range of material but needs more development of these ideas to 

show understanding.  The candidate has material on religious experiences as proof for 

the existence of God which is credit-worthy but this is at the expense of explicit material 

on the nature of religious experience. 

Level 2 – 4 marks. 
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Candidate B: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

This candidate has included a wide range of knowledge and developed this.  The 

candidate presents a clear structure and this is good practice.   

 

Level 3 – 6 marks 
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Candidate C: 

Examiner comment: 

There are a broad range of key ideas which place this response at the bottom of level 3. 

To move up the level, the candidate needs to explain the ideas in more detail, for 

example, the point about mysticism. The candidate has used more than the allocated 

space for this response and more space will be provided in future for students. 

Level 3 – 6 marks 
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Candidate D: 

Religious experience is self-authenticating experience of God or the divine which, for the 

experient, needs no further proof.  The overwhelming reality of God!  Communication can 

be either private or public, indirect or direct, and may confirm existing faith, or may lead 

to a conversion.  William James observed that the fruits (outcome or effects) of an 

experience are the test of its authenticity and the experient may feel that they have a 

deeper understanding of God or even a completely transformed view of the world, as 

Paul’s conversion experience illustrates.   

William James identified four characteristics of a genuine religious experience: passivity 

(the experient does not generate the experience); ineffability (it cannot be experienced 

in words); transiency (it is not long lasting); and noetic quality (it reveals new 

knowledge).  Moses’ experience of the Burning Bush fulfils all these features as well as 

the characteristic of a numinous experience (Otto) which is an experience of the other 

worldly, leading to a sense of awe and wonder. 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate employs a wide range of knowledge and uses specialist language and 

terminology throughout the response.  Key religious ideas are comprehensively 

developed to show a depth of understanding. 

Level 3 – 8 marks 
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Question 2 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate identifies the issues but does not develop the arguments.  The judgements 

made are supported with generalised arguments. 
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Level 1 – 3 marks 

Candidate B: 

Examiner comment: 

A narrow range of knowledge and terminology is presented here. 

Level 1 – 3 marks 



AS Religious Studies Exemplars – Paper 1 

© Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free. 10 

Candidate C: 

Examiner comment: 

The response shows a range of knowledge and addresses the question with a limited 

range of elements.  The first part of this response is more focussed than the final part of 

the answer.  The candidate has used more than the allocated space for this response and 

more space will be provided in future for students. 

Level 2 – 5 marks 
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Candidate D: 

Examiner comment: 

Good range of knowledge and use of terminology.  Some ideas are unpacked but the 

answer could be improved by a more careful deconstruction of key issues developing 

fuller chains of logic and reasoning in assessing the strengths. 

Level 3 – 7 marks 
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Candidate E: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate has assessed the strengths of the arguments with some references to the 

weaknesses but has also retained a sufficient focus on the strengths of the ontological 

arguments and their value.  The candidate has used more than the allocated space for 

this response and more space will be provided in future for students. 

Level 3 – 9 marks 

Candidate F: 

The ontological argument is a Priori one.  The argument was devised by Anselm and 

comes in two forms, however the general argument is that God exists because God is an 

idea in the mind and we cannot imagine a being greater than God, so by definition (God 

is the greatest possible being)God must exist.  Kant disagrees with this however and 

argues that we cannot define God into existence.  If we were to add or take away 

existence from something it would not change the definition as that definition already 

exists.  The first form of the argument is, nothing can be greater than God.  If God was a 

contingent being we could imagine something greater so God must be a necessary being 

and therefore exists.  The argument therefore focuses on the absurdity of denying God’s 

existence since by definition (de dicto), God exists necessarily.  This is why Anselm 

observes that the atheist (‘the tool’ of Psalm 14:1) who denies existence of God does so 

because they have failed to understand the definition of the term ‘God’.  However, Hume 

argues that existence is not a coherent concept as existence can only be contingent. 

Examiner comment: 

Specialist language is sustained throughout; there is a wide range of knowledge, clear 

critical deconstruction of issues.  There are also reasoned judgements in assessing the 

strengths via reference to criticism from key scholars. 

Level 3 – 9 marks 
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Question 3 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

Examiner comment: 

The response needs greater explanation of the strengths of the design argument to meet 

the demands of the question. 

Level 2 – 5 marks 
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Candidate B: 
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Examiner comment: 

A range of information is given here with some terminology.  There is some clear, if 

simplistic, reasoning leading to judgements in some areas.  The candidate has used more 

than the allocated space for this response and more space will be provided in future for 

students. 

Level 2 – 6 marks 
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Candidate C: 

The design argument which is also known as the Telelogical argument refers to the 

process of creation.  Furthermore, the argument is described as one of cause and effect. 

The argument states that it must have had an intelligent designer and could not have 

happened itself.  This is the strength because certain evidence which Aquinas states 

contributes to this judgment: the first way observed that many objects do not have the 

intelligence to work towards an end or purpose, and therefore must have had an 

intelligent designer, that God is this designer, explaining beneficial order. 

Another strong analogy which provides strengths to the argument is the conclusion of 

there being a God is by William Paley, who compared the world to a watch.  A watch is 

very complex and the discovery of a watch on a heath could not be explained by change, 

neither could it be said that it had always been there.  Because all of the parts of the 

watch are intelligently designed, we must have had an intelligent designer similar to the 

universe, God, is the only being with this amount of knowledge and power the design of 

the universe, therefore, God exists. 

Richard Swinburne supports the grounds that the probability of design is greater than 

chance.  

However, some weaknesses of the argument dismiss these conclusions.  For example, 

the premises of the argument are flawed: not everyone will perceive the design 

argument in the universe.  Furthermore, the question of why God would be the only 

explanation is unanswered.  On the other hand, the features of the universe could be the 

result of one huge coincidence, limiting the strengths in proving the existence of God. 

Examiner comment: 

There is a wide range of knowledge with good deconstructed issues with fully reasoned 

judgements.   

Level 3 – 9 marks 
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Question 4a 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 
 
Examiner comment:   

The explanation of natural and moral evil is relevant but the comments on how suffering 

is necessary is under developed and tangential as it discusses a solution to suffering 

rather than the problem of suffering which is the focus of the question. 

 

Level 2 – 3 marks 
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Candidate B: 

 
 
Examiner comment:  

There is some good knowledge, understanding and terminology in the initial context 

which sets out the issues in a quotation with some development.  Some ideas could be 

investigated further before the final section which refers to how God is not worthy of 

worship.   

 

Level 3 – 6 marks 
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Candidate C: 

 
 

Examiner comment: 

This is a succinct response with an accurate use of terminology.  A wide range of 

knowledge is deployed and comprehensively developed to show a depth of 

understanding. 

 

Level 3 – 8 marks 
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Candidate D: 

 
 
Examiner comment: 

This response displays good language and terminology as well as a broad range of key 

ideas.  The key ideas are developed to show a depth of understanding. 

 

Level 3 – 8 marks 
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Question 4b 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 
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Examiner comment: 

The response shows a wide range of knowledge and begins to make chains of reasoning, 

making connections to the full range of elements in the question.  It is a little vague and 

inexact in places but does enough to get into the bottom of level 4. 

 

Level 4 – 16 marks 
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Candidate B: 
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Examiner comment: 

This answer covers a wide range of material, uses good terminology and critically 
deconstructs ideas. It is not fully supported by a comprehensive appraisal of the 
evidence which is why it is nearer the bottom of the range in Level 4. 
 

Level 4 – 17 marks 
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Candidate C: 
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Examiner comment: 

There is a comprehensive and developed range of knowledge and understanding – 

although there is an error in the last 2 sentences.  There is evidence of a critical 

deconstruction of ideas in the challenges to the theodicy and judgements are made with 

the use of evidence. 

 

Level 4 – 18 marks 
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Candidate D: 

One solution to the significant problem of suffering was suggested by Augustine, 

which is based in the narrative of Genesis 1-3.  Augustine argued that the Bible 
shows that God is wholly good and created a world that was perfectly good and 
free from defect, evil and suffering. 

 
Therefore, evil must be the going wrong of something that is good.  Augustine 

argued that this orginates from angels and humans who turned their backs on 
God.  Consequently, perfection was ruined by human sin and natural evil was a 
result of the loss of order in nature.  Furthermore, Augustine argues that moral 

evil is a result of the knowledge of good and evil which was discovered by 
humanity by their disobedience.  This is known as original sin, when Adam and 

Eve ate the forbidden fruit.  This showed them what was good and what was 
bad. 

 
However, when analysing this solution, we debate that it is a logical contradiction 
to say that a perfectly created world had gone wrong.  On the other hand, 

Augustine’s view that the world was made perfect and damaged by humans is 
contrary to the theory of evolution. 

 
Augustine also suggested that evil exists because we have freewill.  This is 
because God enables humans to freely choose their actions and deeds perhaps 

so God can decide who goes to heaven or hell.  Inevitably, because humans have 
these choices, it is inevitable that evil and suffering will occur.  However, the 

existence of hell as a place of eternal punishment seems to be a contraction of 
an all-loving God and the theory of forgiveness. 
 

Augustine claims that we cannot blame God for natural evils such as diseases but 
ourselves, as such things are indirectly related to human action, since they only 

became evil when in contact with people.  According to this theory, disease only 
spreads because men and women put themselves in harms way.  However, this 
does not explain why people are born with diseases, surely it is impossible for 

them to be in harms way?  This also makes us question that although God may 
not be to blame, why doesn’t he do anything to stop this and warn humans, if he 

is omnipotent, omnibenevolent and all loving? 
 
In conclusion, Augustine provides us with a positive solution to the problem of 

evil and suffering, howeve, the theory has certain flaws which brings us back 
where we started, questioning if God was all loving, knowing and powerful, why 

is nothing done to prevent it? Furthermore, Augustine’s theory of evil being a 
result of human disobedience makes us query the moral of forgiveness which is 
commonly taught in the Bible. 

 

Examiner comment: 

The response has a strong focus on one solution and provides a wide range of knowledge 

about Augustine’s theories.  This is supported by coherent and reasoned judgements 

which are fully supported by a comprehensive appraisal of the evidence.   The response 

is also well structured with coherent and logical chains of reasoning. 

 

Level 4 – 20 marks 
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