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Introduction

e The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples
of responses to AS Religious Studies Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion.

e The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be
found on the Pearson website

e In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary
and the mark scheme for each question.

e The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses
where possible. In some cases, the student scripts have been typed to ensure
that they are clear to read.

e In some cases, the students have used more space than was originally provided in
the sample assessment booklets. In light of this feedback, the AS papers in 2017
will have additional pages.

e We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year

o If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions
about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on
teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com
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Question 1

Question and Mark Scheme
SECTION A
Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.

1 Explore key ideas about the nature of religious experience.

Question Indicative content Mark
number
1 8 marks AO1

AO01 will be used by candidates to demonstrate
knowledge, understanding and specialist language
and terminology when responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

+ Some transient experiences may have life-long effects
and be regarded as religious.

+ Some of these experiences may be public and appear to
be unusual experiences believed to be created by God.

+ Some may be private, which may be expressed in
normal language, but others may be more difficult to
express in words.

+« An example of ineffable experiences may be seen in

myskticism.
+ Some religious experiences may be what Otto referred
to as numinous (the wholly other). (8)
Level Mark Descriptor
1] No rewardable material.
Level 1 1-2 + A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
{AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AO1).

Level 2 3-5 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AD1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

+ Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding {AO1).

Level 3 6-8 +« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

+ Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AO1).

2 © Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Candidate A:

1 Explore key ideas about the nature of religious experience.
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Examiner comment:

The candidate uses a range of material but needs more development of these ideas to
show understanding. The candidate has material on religious experiences as proof for
the existence of God which is credit-worthy but this is at the expense of explicit material
on the nature of religious experience.

Level 2 - 4 marks.

A A err @ Nt a g

Level 2 3-5 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AOQ1).

+ Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding {AQ1).
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Candidate B:

1 Explore key ideas about the nature of religious experience.
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Examiner comment:

This candidate has included a wide range of knowledge and developed this. The
candidate presents a clear structure and this is good practice.

Level 3 - 6 marks

Level 3 6-8 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).
+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).
+ Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AQ1).
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Candidate C:

1 Explore key ideas about the nature of religious experience.
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Examiner comment:

There are a broad range of key ideas which place this response at the bottom of level 3.
To move up the level, the candidate needs to explain the ideas in more detail, for
example, the point about mysticism. The candidate has used more than the allocated
space for this response and more space will be provided in future for students.

Level 3 - 6 marks

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Level 3 5-8 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AD1).

+ Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AOQ1).

Candidate D:

Religious experience is self-authenticating experience of God or the divine which, for the
experient, needs no further proof. The overwhelming reality of God! Communication can
be either private or public, indirect or direct, and may confirm existing faith, or may lead
to a conversion. William James observed that the fruits (outcome or effects) of an
experience are the test of its authenticity and the experient may feel that they have a
deeper understanding of God or even a completely transformed view of the world, as
Paul’s conversion experience illustrates.

William James identified four characteristics of a genuine religious experience: passivity
(the experient does not generate the experience),; ineffability (it cannot be experienced
in words); transiency (it is not long lasting); and noetic quality (it reveals new
knowledge). Moses’ experience of the Burning Bush fulfils all these features as well as
the characteristic of a numinous experience (Otto) which is an experience of the other
worldly, leading to a sense of awe and wonder.

Examiner comment:

The candidate employs a wide range of knowledge and uses specialist language and
terminology throughout the response. Key religious ideas are comprehensively
developed to show a depth of understanding.

Level 3 - 8 marks

Level 3 658 * A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropnately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

« Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AOQ1).

o Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AO1).

6 © Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Question 2

Question and Mark Scheme

2 Assess the strengths of the ontological argument for the existence of God.

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their
analysis and evaluation. Candidates will be required
to demonstrate knowledge and understanding using
specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question, and in meeting the AQ2
descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AO1L.

« God is “that than which nothing greater can be
conceived’.

« It is greater to exist in the mind and reality, than in
the mind alone.

+ God cannet have contingent existence because
necessary existence is greater.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers
showing analytical and evaluative skills to address
the question. Such responses will be underpinned by
their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in

relation to AO2.

« A strength is that the definition of God is unique and
therefore criticisms against the existence of contingent
beings are not applicable to this unique concept.

» The definition of God in this argument entails
necessary existence, so that it is inconceivable for Ged
not to exist and therefore this is a strong argument.

« A weakness of the ontological argument is that it uses
existence as if it were an analytic proposition, whereas
existence is synthetic.

+ The argument has been reformulated in order to
answer criticisms and therefore it is a strong argument
owverall.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO01 will
not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.

Question Indicative content Mark
number
2 2 marks AO1, 65 marks AQO2
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Lewvel Mark Descriptor
8] Mo rewardable matenial.
Level 1 [ 1-3 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and

terminology are selected but are unlikely to be used
appropriately or accurately (AO1).

« Information/issues are identified (AO2).

» Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2).

Level 2 | 4-6 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

« Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a
simplistic chain of reasoning (AO2).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made, which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
{AO2).

Level 3 [ 7-9 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

« Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

« Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range
of elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO02]).

Candidate A:

2 Assess the strengths of the ontological argument for the existence of God.
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_MAOEL A0 O oy

(Total for Question 2 = 9 marks)

Examiner comment:

The candidate identifies the issues but does not develop the arguments. The judgements
made are supported with generalised arguments.
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Level 1 — 3 marks

Level 1 [ 1-3 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

Information/issues are identified (AQZ).

+ Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AQ2).

Candidate B:

AN VR EE NG T AREA

2 Assess the strengths of the ontological argument for the existence of God.
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Examiner comment:
A narrow range of knowledge and terminology is presented here.

Level 1 - 3 marks

Level 1 [ 1-3 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

Information/issues are identified (AO2Z2).
s Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AQ2).

©
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Candidate C:

2 Assess the strengths of the ontological argument for the existence of God.
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(Total for Question 2 = 9 marks)
¥ DU DA = pounnt 1S onby o I ane
beLiereS One premmdise anol  bra
ofguomana’'s oo o Goa.

Examiner comment:

The response shows a range of knowledge and addresses the question with a limited
range of elements. The first part of this response is more focussed than the final part of
the answer. The candidate has used more than the allocated space for this response and
more space will be provided in future for students.

Level 2 - 5 marks

10 © Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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£ r

Level 2 | 4-6 * A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1]).

+ Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a
simplistic chain of reasoning (AO2).

* Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made, which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
(AD2).

Candidate D:

2 Assess the strengths of the ontological argument for the existence of God.

% M/%Af rl,ﬂ
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Examiner comment:

Good range of knowledge and use of terminology. Some ideas are unpacked but the
answer could be improved by a more careful deconstruction of key issues developing
fuller chains of logic and reasoning in assessing the strengths.

Level 3 — 7 marks

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Level 2 | 79 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology

are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AOZ2]).

« Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range
of elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2]).

Candidate E:

" 2 Assess the strengths of the ontological argument for the existence of God.
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Examiner comment:

The candidate has assessed the strengths of the arguments with some references to the
weaknesses but has also retained a sufficient focus on the strengths of the ontological
arguments and their value. The candidate has used more than the allocated space for
this response and more space will be provided in future for students.

Level 3 — 9 marks

Level 3 | 7—-9 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

« Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2]).

» Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range
of elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2).

Candidate F:

The ontological argument is a Priori one. The argument was devised by Anselm and
comes in two forms, however the general argument is that God exists because God is an
idea in the mind and we cannot imagine a being greater than God, so by definition (God
is the greatest possible being)God must exist. Kant disagrees with this however and
argues that we cannot define God into existence. If we were to add or take away
existence from something it would not change the definition as that definition already
exists. The first form of the argument is, nothing can be greater than God. If God was a
contingent being we could imagine something greater so God must be a necessary being
and therefore exists. The argument therefore focuses on the absurdity of denying God’s
existence since by definition (de dicto), God exists necessarily. This is why Anselm
observes that the atheist (‘the tool’ of Psalm 14:1) who denies existence of God does so
because they have failed to understand the definition of the term '‘God’. However, Hume
argues that existence is not a coherent concept as existence can only be contingent.

Examiner comment:

Specialist language is sustained throughout; there is a wide range of knowledge, clear
critical deconstruction of issues. There are also reasoned judgements in assessing the
strengths via reference to criticism from key scholars.

Level 3 - 9 marks

Level 3 | 7—9 »« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout {(AO1).

» Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2]).

« Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range
of elements in the gquestion, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AOZ2).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015 13
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Question 3

Question and Mark Scheme

3 Assess the strengths of the design argument for the existence of God.

Question Indicative content
number
3 3 marks AOQ1, 6 marks AQ2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding using specialist language and
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting
AO02 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

» It is based on experience and observation.

» It provides a sufficient explanation for evidence of order.

» Analogical reasoning about complexity draws parallels between
man-made objects and the natural world.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AOQ2,

» The cumulative effect of the combination of temporal and spatial
order strengthens the argument for a designer.

» The argument is strong because it links empirical and analogical
reasoning.

« The argument has been developed and refined in Tennant’s
anthropic principle, and this adds to the rigour of the argument.

» The inductive leap which infers the designer is God is contentious,
therefore undermining the strength of the argument.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able
to gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.

Level Mark Descriptor
4] Mo rewardable matenal.
Level 1 | 1-3 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and

terminology are selected but are unlikely to be used
appropriately or accurately (AO1).

+ Information/issues are identified (AO2).

+ Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AD2).

Level 2 | 4-6 * A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

» Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a
simplistic chain of reasoning (AO2).

« Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made, which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
(AOD2).

Level 3 | 7-9 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

« Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

+ Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range
of elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AD2]).

14 © Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Candidate A:

3 Assess the strengths of the design argument for the existence of God.
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Examiner comment:

The response needs greater explanation of the strengths of the design argument to meet
the demands of the question.

Level 2 - 5 marks

Level 2 | 4-6 « A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

« Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a
simplistic chain of reasoning (AO2).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made, which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
(AOD2).
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Candidate B:
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3 Assess the strengths of the design argument for the existence of God.
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Examiner comment:

A range of information is given here with some terminology. There is some clear, if
simplistic, reasoning leading to judgements in some areas. The candidate has used more
than the allocated space for this response and more space will be provided in future for
students.

Level 2 - 6 marks

Level 2 | 4-6 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

« Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a
simplistic chain of reasoning (AO2).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made, which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
(AD2).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015 17
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Candidate C:

The design argument which is also known as the Telelogical argument refers to the
process of creation. Furthermore, the argument is described as one of cause and effect.
The argument states that it must have had an intelligent designer and could not have
happened itself. This is the strength because certain evidence which Aquinas states
contributes to this judgment: the first way observed that many objects do not have the
intelligence to work towards an end or purpose, and therefore must have had an
intelligent designer, that God is this designer, explaining beneficial order.

Another strong analogy which provides strengths to the argument is the conclusion of
there being a God is by William Paley, who compared the world to a watch. A watch is
very complex and the discovery of a watch on a heath could not be explained by change,
neither could it be said that it had always been there. Because all of the parts of the
watch are intelligently designed, we must have had an intelligent designer similar to the
universe, God, is the only being with this amount of knowledge and power the design of
the universe, therefore, God exists.

Richard Swinburne supports the grounds that the probability of design is greater than
chance.

However, some weaknesses of the argument dismiss these conclusions. For example,
the premises of the argument are flawed: not everyone will perceive the design
argument in the universe. Furthermore, the question of why God would be the only
explanation is unanswered. On the other hand, the features of the universe could be the
result of one huge coincidence, limiting the strengths in proving the existence of God.

Examiner comment:

There is a wide range of knowledge with good deconstructed issues with fully reasoned
judgements.

Level 3 - 9 marks

Level 3 | 7—9 » A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO01).

+ Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

» Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range
of elements in the guestion, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2).
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Question 4a

Question and Mark Scheme

4 (a) Explore the key ideas associated with the problem of suffering.

Question Indicative content
number
4(a) 8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge,

understanding and specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

+ Some suffering may be related to responsible agents who cause
suffering, including God.

+ Some instances of natural suffering are not man-made, such as
earthquakes, and God seems to lack the power to alleviate the
suffering.

+ These types of suffering raise issues about the attributes of God of
omniscience, omnipotence and omnibenevolence.

+ The inconsistent triad highlights the idea that the attributes of God
are inconsistent with suffering.

+ The combination of moral and nen-moral suffering highlights the
problem of the scale of suffering.

Lewvel Mark Descriptor

0 Mo rewardable matenal.

Level 1 | 1-2 + A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and
terminology are selected but are unlikely to be used
appropriately or accurately (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1]).

+ Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AD1).

Level 2 | 3-5 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

« Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AQ1).

Level 3 | 6-8 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

» Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to
show a depth of understanding {(AO1).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Candidate A:
4 (a) Explore the key ideas associated with the problem of suffering.
(8)
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Examiner comment:

The explanation of natural and moral evil is relevant but the comments on how suffering
is necessary is under developed and tangential as it discusses a solution to suffering
rather than the problem of suffering which is the focus of the question.

Level 2 - 3 marks

O W T

Level 2 [ 3-5 « A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

« Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AC1].
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Candidate B:

4 (a) Explore the key ideas associated with the problem of suffering.
2 (8)
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Examiner comment:

There is some good knowledge, understanding and terminology in the initial context
which sets out the issues in a quotation with some development. Some ideas could be

investigated further before the final section which refers to how God is not worthy of
worship.

Level 3 - 6 marks

Level 3 | 6-8 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AOQ1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AD1).

« Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to
show a depth of understanding (AO1).
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Candidate C:

4 (a) Explore the key ideas associated with the problem of suffering.
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Examiner comment:

This is a succinct response with an accurate use of terminology. A wide range of

knowledge is deployed and comprehensively developed to show a depth of
understanding.

Level 3 - 8 marks

Level 3

6—-8 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology

are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

« Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to
show a depth of understanding (AO1).
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Candidate D:

4 (a) Explore the key ideas associated with the problem of suffering.
(8)
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Examiner comment:

This response displays good language and terminology as well as a broad range of key
ideas. The key ideas are developed to show a depth of understanding.

Level 3 - 8 marks

Level 3 | 6-8 * A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology

are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

+ Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to
show a depth of understanding (AO1).
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Question 4b

Question and Mark Scheme

(b) Analyse the success of one solution to the problem of suffering.

Question Indicative content
number
4(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AQZ2

The question requires one solution. The specification refers to the
solutions of Augustine and Irenaeus and these are used as exemplars.

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding using specialist language and
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting
AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AO1.

e The belief that God and creation are good is 3 solution.

e A key source for some of these theodicies is the biblical accounts of
creation and the *fall’.

« The reason for suffering lies within human nature and not with
God.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AD2,

« The Augustinian theodicy is successful because of the value given
to free will, thus taking the responsibility for suffering away from
God.

« The disobedience of Adam and Eve towards God resulted in
judgment and Ged is not seen as the cause of suffering.

+« This theodicy portrays suffering in such a way that it is a privation
of goodness, and therefore is not an act of God.

e Irenaeus believed that this is the best of all possible worlds,
including the belief that humans are made in the image of God and
therefore this is a successful solution because God is not seen as
the cause of suffering.

e The theodicy is successful because suffering is an aspect of 'the
vale of soul making’ and thereby purposeful.

e Critics of these solutions may argue that problems remain with the
notion of some attributes of God and also issues about human free
will.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be
able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.
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Lewvel

Mark

Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

Level 1

1-5

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and
terminology are selected but are unlikely to be used
appropriately or accurately (AO1).

Information/issues may be selected (AOZ2).

Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements
in the question.

Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AD2).
Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence
{(AD2).

Level 2

A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and
terminology are selected, some of which are used
appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Deconstructs religious information/issues (AOQ2).

Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AO2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made.

Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise
evidence (AQ2).

Level 3

11-15

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a
simple chain of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between many but not all of the elements
in the question (AO2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made.

Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
(ADZ2).

Level 4

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and
terminology are carefully selected and used appropriately,
accurately and sustained throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
question (AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full
range of elements in the question.

Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AD2Z2]).
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Candidate A:

(b) Analyse the success of one solution to the problem of suffering.
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Examiner comment:

The response shows a wide range of knowledge and begins to make chains of reasoning,
making connections to the full range of elements in the question. It is a little vague and

inexact in places but does enough to get into the bottom of level 4.

Level 4 — 16 marks

I

Level 4 16—-20 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and
terminology are carefully selected and used approprately,
accurately and sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

» Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
question (AO2).

« Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full
range of elements in the question.

» Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AD2]).

28 © Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.



AS Religious Studies Exemplars - Paper 1

Candidate B:

; (b) Analyse the success of one solution to the problem of suffering.
(20)
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Examiner comment:

This answer covers a wide range of material, uses good terminology and critically
deconstructs ideas. It is not fully supported by a comprehensive appraisal of the
evidence which is why it is nearer the bottom of the range in Level 4.

Level 4 — 17 marks
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Level 4 16—-20 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and
terminology are carefully selected and used appropriately,
accurately and sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

» Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
question (AO2).

« Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full
range of elements in the gquestion.

» Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2).
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Candidate C:

(b) Analyse the success of one solution to the problem of suffering.
(20)

Pugustice argued that the bible  Shows cod .
GS \hol Ly good  and. Crested... 0.\l zeigect,
Gree Lrom (1@8(’(6"6’\/‘\ 0nd. S usketion,. L,v.t is. the
30.:'19 Wfong O . Somebhm9 that - Geed, wh»cb.,...,..,.ﬁ
“Codt_Llom™ omoflS and Viwmans Hm,t went. agaist
God. Because os ths e persection oS
fuaned _nd_Nokwioh GV L l’\ODVF/)m ame. to the. (cﬁF
_0§..00e 0. Notwe, ond. woral eviL. hoppeney...
e Lomse  of . tth k»lo»/ledg(’ ity diScovey,...
,@’?’0 Gh. d’?f’ ASehedience .. P‘vnﬁvtffmc _)@bﬂ’d&(d
15 ﬁ(jhf nof do_intervene. Since. ‘,,,,d’k”f@ Qe
Puaishments gor hworran. Sin.. Cverjone Cow(o(
be Puwrshed...in_ell, howeve s Gool St hic Do
eSus_ Lo die. So_ thoce o Vo aciepten. . him Woudd
be Cowed. To Co.n,cmae.........Pt..mg.u,s.t.,iag..._,. thinlls el
_Gnd. Swskec: 0. 1§ A& ?Mlﬂ)m{’/’)f §00. humazs....
by Gor S proves_hic exictante. TThee _ore
_Criticisns_og the Frugustinian Feesd Thead: ¢y
owever. Ficstly, €o Say . peertly Creuéld
wolld pade \oq an. . omn,pokenf being had
Jone.. wfom as EV.L..0nd... Subfeccag.. CxltS.... ,s
A :CM Conttads ction. Wndhe Cribicism
05 05 a/_gmm’( LS. DI Hu wSbne. believes
the volld “\wa s made P€c§€dr Bu Cool

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015 33



AS Religious Studies Exemplars - Paper 1

~and huwnans d amaged. it This View gees
agalf\ﬁf@\/olubon however . Whith _has been
proven _ond 1S Mhy Moy Peofle. co. not
believe 1 the E’)érit‘(’f?(@ Og God. rn% @
5 evil_ond. Sughercy exists On ot ' ot
o Puash  hwnwos thokdlesece need be, thee
Showld be no. Sugeiing aﬂt”/ deodh. The dea..
,.Qe.,heu oes.aganst th's _as 1€ 1< a. place. of
eternalpuwashment. and...C Or’ll‘fac// cts the ﬁ?ﬁ’afj
ﬂﬂa/{' God_i$__all=leVing.. Jo. (onClude bhe
ﬁuq\umou) A & ument based on e
e Vot Godcredhed evi( and Sugsering goc o,
WPOSe,hO%V(’/“’)?Wg wenlk. S Eull. of  conlmd b

Examiner comment:

There is a comprehensive and developed range of knowledge and understanding -
although there is an error in the last 2 sentences. There is evidence of a critical
deconstruction of ideas in the challenges to the theodicy and judgements are made with
the use of evidence.

Level 4 - 18 marks

Level 4 16—20 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and
terminology are carefully selected and used appropriately,
accurately and sustained throughout (AO1).

» Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

» Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
question (AO2).

» Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full
range of elements in the question.

+ Reasconed judgements are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence [(AO2).
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Candidate D:

One solution to the significant problem of suffering was suggested by Augustine,
which is based in the narrative of Genesis 1-3. Augustine argued that the Bible
shows that God is wholly good and created a world that was perfectly good and
free from defect, evil and suffering.

Therefore, evil must be the going wrong of something that is good. Augustine
argued that this orginates from angels and humans who turned their backs on
God. Consequently, perfection was ruined by human sin and natural evil was a
result of the loss of order in nature. Furthermore, Augustine argues that moral
evil is a result of the knowledge of good and evil which was discovered by
humanity by their disobedience. This is known as original sin, when Adam and
Eve ate the forbidden fruit. This showed them what was good and what was
bad.

However, when analysing this solution, we debate that it is a logical contradiction
to say that a perfectly created world had gone wrong. On the other hand,
Augustine’s view that the world was made perfect and damaged by humans is
contrary to the theory of evolution.

Augustine also suggested that evil exists because we have freewill. This is
because God enables humans to freely choose their actions and deeds perhaps
so God can decide who goes to heaven or hell. Inevitably, because humans have
these choices, it is inevitable that evil and suffering will occur. However, the
existence of hell as a place of eternal punishment seems to be a contraction of
an all-loving God and the theory of forgiveness.

Augustine claims that we cannot blame God for natural evils such as diseases but
ourselves, as such things are indirectly related to human action, since they only
became evil when in contact with people. According to this theory, disease only
spreads because men and women put themselves in harms way. However, this
does not explain why people are born with diseases, surely it is impossible for
them to be in harms way? This also makes us question that although God may
not be to blame, why doesn’t he do anything to stop this and warn humans, if he
is omnipotent, omnibenevolent and all loving?

In conclusion, Augustine provides us with a positive solution to the problem of
evil and suffering, howeve, the theory has certain flaws which brings us back
where we started, questioning if God was all loving, knowing and powerful, why
is nothing done to prevent it? Furthermore, Augustine’s theory of evil being a
result of human disobedience makes us query the moral of forgiveness which is
commonly taught in the Bible.

Examiner comment:

The response has a strong focus on one solution and provides a wide range of knowledge
about Augustine’s theories. This is supported by coherent and reasoned judgements
which are fully supported by a comprehensive appraisal of the evidence. The response
is also well structured with coherent and logical chains of reasoning.

Level 4 - 20 marks
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Level 4 16—-20 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and
terminology are carefully selected and used appropriately,
accurately and sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

» Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
question (AO2).

« Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full
range of elements in the gquestion.

» Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO2).
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