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Introduction 

• The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples 

of responses to AS Religious Studies Paper 2: Religion and Ethics. 

• The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be 

found on the Pearson website 

• In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary 

and the mark scheme for each question. 

• The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses 

where possible.  In some cases, the student scripts have been typed to ensure 

that they are clear to read. 

• In some cases, the students have used more space than was originally provided in 

the sample assessment booklets.  In light of this feedback, the AS papers in 2017 

will have additional pages. 

• We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year 

• If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions 

about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 

teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com 
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Question 1 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate makes some reference to deep and shallow ecology, but unfortunately, the 

candidate has misread the question and answered on religious, rather than secular, 

perspectives.  The short introduction does not add credit to the overall answer. 

 

Level 1 – 2 marks. 
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Candidate B: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate has written a clear, well-organised, articulate and accurate response but it 

is a little brief for top marks to be awarded. 

 

Level 3 – 7 marks 
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Candidate C: 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate has produced a full and comprehensive response. 

 

Level 3 – 8 marks 
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Question 2 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate provides relevant factual detail but the only evidence of an assessment of 

the work of Martin Luther King is in the last paragraph. 

 

Level 2 – 5 marks 
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Candidate B: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate provides some detail about the work of Martin Luther King, but the 

assessment of his work could be developed further, for example, in terms of how 

successful his work was in the longer term. 

 

Level 2 – 6 marks 
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Candidate C: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate produces a clear and articulate response with some detail, quotations and 

assessment of the material.  In order to move further up the mark scheme, further 

assessment of the work of Martin Luther King would be required. 

 

Level 3 – 7 marks 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 



AS Religious Studies Exemplars – Paper 2 

 

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015 

 

11 

Candidate D: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate produces a very detail response with substantial factual information and 

extended assessment.  The candidate has gone beyond what is necessary to achieve full 

marks and has used more than the answer space.  The AS papers from 2017 onwards 

will have extra answer space for students. 

 

Level 3 – 9 marks 
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Candidate E: 
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Examiner comment:  

The candidate has produced a response with a wide range of knowledge and a clear 

assessment of the work of Martin Luther King.  An attainable goal is exemplified by this 

essay. 

 

Level 3 – 9 marks 
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Question 3 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 

 
Examiner comment: 

The candidate does use some technical terms in this response but this is a generic, 

rather imprecise answer with little scholarship or precise references, which does not 

specify which religion the views cited represent.      

 

Level 2 – 4 marks 
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Candidate B: 

 
 

 

 

 

 
Examiner comment: 
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The candidate uses some technical language and references in this response.  In order to 

move into the next level, this response requires more detailed assessment of the 

strengths of religious approaches to gender equality. 

 

Level 2 – 6 marks 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Candidate C: 
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Examiner comment: 

This lengthy response shows a good range of references and strong assessment of the 

strengths of religious approaches to gender equality.  The student has written at length 

on extra paper.  The AS papers from 2017 onwards will have extra answer space for 

students. 

 

Level 3 – 9 marks 
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Question 4a 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 
 
Examiner comment:   

The candidate produces a clear and efficient response exploring the key concepts of Act 

Utilitarianism.  More detail and range is required for this response to move up in the 

mark scheme. 

 

Level 3 – 6 marks 
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Candidate B: 
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Examiner comment:  

The candidate includes some useful and relevant material within this response. As this 

question assesses AO1, a top mark might have been gained by exploring another concept 

rather than beginning to assess and/or evaluate the material.   

 

Level 3 – 7 marks 
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Candidate C: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate produces a strong response which just falls short of the top mark.  The 

addition of another key idea or discussion of a concept, as well as the nature of 

happiness or pleasure, would enhance this response. 

 

Level 3 – 7 marks 
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Question 4b 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate employs some useful analysis and there is an attempt at a conclusion.  

The essay is relatively brief and promises more than it delivers in terms of the range of 

content and knowledge. 

 

Level 3 – 12 marks 
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Candidate B: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate displays a good range of analysis using technical language and 
following a clear structure.  This final question in the examination must show 
significant depth and/or breadth to access the top level.  Whilst this is a solid 

response and gains 13 marks, it is not sufficiently comprehensive to move into 
level 4. 
 

Level 3 – 13 marks 
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Candidate C: 
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Examiner comment: 

The candidate maintains a range of details which moves this essay comfortably into level 

4.  It is possible that the essay is unfinished, but there is a good use of language in this 

well organised response. 

 

Level 4 – 17 marks 
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