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A Level Religious Studies exemplars — Paper 1

Introduction

e The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples
of responses to A Level Religious Studies Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion.

e The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be
found on the Pearson website

e In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary
and the mark scheme for each question.

e The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses
where possible. In some cases, the student scripts have been typed to ensure
that they are clear to read.

e In some cases, the students have used more space than was originally provided in
the sample assessment booklets. In light of this feedback, the A Level specimen
papers on the website and the Summer 2018 papers will have additional pages

e We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year

o If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions
about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on
teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com
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Question 1

Question and Mark Scheme

1 Explore ideas about analogy in the design argument for the existence of God.

Question
number

Indicative content

1

8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge,
understanding and specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

e Meaning of the term "analogy’.

+ There are analogies (similarities) between order in the world and
man-made machines such as a watch.

¢ There is evidence of analogies (parallels) between order in the human
body such as the eye and order in the world.

# The experience of order over time as in laws of nature and
analogically between man-made machines.

+ Analogical reasoning leads to links between experience of man-made
machines and the origin of order in nature, namely God.

Level Mark

Descriptor

Mo rewardable material.

Level 1 1-2

* A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

* Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs
(AD1).

Level 2 | 3-5

+ A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

+ Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).

Level 2 | 6—8

+« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

* Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

+ Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understanding (AC1).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Candidate A:
1 Explore ideas about analogy in the design argument for the existence of God.
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Examiner comment:
The candidate addresses a narrow range of the key religious ideas with a narrow range of

knowledge and specialist language.

Level 1 - 2 marks.

Level 1

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(A01).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs
(AO1).
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Candidate B:
1 Explore ideas about analogy in the design argument for the existence of God.
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Examiner comment:

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key ideas (such as things in
the world working together). This is a complex idea but is under developed and not

clearly explained.

Level 2 - 3 marks

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies

(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).
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Candidate C:

1 Explore ideas about analogy in the design argument for thelexistence of God.
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Examiner comment:

There are a range of points made but they are rather narrow in focus. The
understanding is a little simplistic and lacking in detail. In order to move up the mark
scheme, this response needed more complexity of understanding and more
detail/purpose in the examples used, for example, in the analogy of the archer and the
arrow.

Level 2 - 4 marks

Level 2 | 3-5 * A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy are
selected most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

« Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1]).
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Candidate D:

! 1 Explﬁre ideas about analogy in the design argument for the existence of God.
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Examiner comment:

The candidate uses good terminology and a range of knowledge. Some areas could be
developed further to illustrate how the world also has order and intricacy as well as some
further detail about why these features imply a designer.

Level 3 - 6 marks

Level 3 6—8 * A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

+ Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AO1).
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Candidate E:

|1 Explore ideas about analogy in the design argument for the existence of God.
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Examiner comment:

There is a good range of ideas and some terminology which could be developed more
here. The explanation about purpose rather than chance is valid but could be a little
more precise. The candidate has used more than the allocated space for this response
and more space will be provided in future for students.

Level 3 - 7 marks.
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Level 3 5—8 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology

are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1].

« Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AO1).
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Examiner comment:

There is good range of terminology used alongside a good range of ideas including order,
complexity, regularity and purpose. The response loses a bit of focus in the very last line

but the response as a whole comprehensively develops the key religious ideas and beliefs
required for the question.

Level 3 - 8 marks

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Level 3 5—8 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1].

« Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AO1).

Candidate G:

One analogy of the design argument which proves the existence of God is William Paley’s
analogy of the watch because the watch wasn’t created by chance due to the intricate
design. Therefore, William Paley said that is must have an intelligent designer. He
compares this to the universe but the universe is so intricate that it must have a divine,
intelligent designer that can create so much detail in a world that everything must be
precise and aesthetic. This enables humans, animals and any other beings to live on it
so that they can fulfil their purpose such as an eye which is so complex and fulfils its
telos which is sight. This shows that an omnipotent and intelligent being must be the
designer and that is God.

Another analogy is Aquinas Five ways. He uses the analogy of an archer and its target to
show order and purpose. The archer (God), as an intelligent being, guide the arrow
(unintelligent being) to the target (telos). This shows that everything in nature which is
moving but has not intelligence must be directed to its telos by a powerful and intelligent
being which is God.

Examiner comment:

There is a wide range of knowledge and use of terminology with development of a range
of religious ideas to reveal a depth of understanding.

Level 3 - 8 marks

Level 3 6—5 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

+ Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AO1]).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015 o
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Candidate H:

1 Explore ideas about analogy in the design argument for the existence of God.

Examiner comment:

Although this response is a little repetitious towards the end, a wide range of knowledge
and religious ideas are explained well to reveal depth of understanding. As with other

candidates, this student has written outside the allocated space. Additional space will be
provided in future.

Level 3 - 8 marks.

10 © Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Level 3 6—8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and
sustained throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show
a depth of understanding (AO1].

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Question 2

Question and Mark Scheme

2 Assess the debate between Copleston and Russell on religious experience as an
argument for the existence of God.

Question Indicative content
number
2 4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2

A0O1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge
and understanding when responding to the question, and in
meeting AD2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AO1.

+ Meaning of religious experience, including mysticism.

+ A feature of the argument is arguing from mental states to
something outside of us.

+ Best explanation is that there is an cbjective cause of
religious experience.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AD2,

+ Problems of the interpretation of experience and therefore
may be unreliable.

+ Religious experiences may have a good effect on a
person’s life with a presumption of its truth and therefore a
test of its veracity.

+ Evidence of fictional cases that influence people for the
better, hence this does not provide evidence of an
objective source.

+ Tensions between competing explanations, therefore with
little commeon ground of testing the various options.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to
gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.

Level Mark | Descriptor
0 Mo rewardable material.
Level 1 | 1-4 + A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
« Information/issues are identified (AO2).
+ Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AQ2).

Level 2 | 5-8 + A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
{AO1}.

¢+ Deconstructs religious information/issues which lead to a simplistic
chain of reasoning (AO2).

» Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AD2).

Level 3 | 9-12 [+ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AD1).

¢+ Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning {(AQ2).

+« Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the gquestion (AQ2].

12 © Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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Candidate A:

2 Assess the debate between Copleston and Russell on religious experience as an

argument for the existence of God.
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Examiner comment:

This answer covers a wide range of material revealing good knowledge and uses
terminology well throughout. It critically deconstructs information and presents
reasoned judgments about key issues and reasons for the positions adopted by the key
thinkers. It is very well informed and it constructs a coherent discussion across the full
range of elements in the question. As with other candidates, this student has written
outside the allocated space. Additional space will be provided in future.

Level 3 - 12 marks.

14 © Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.
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I pp——

Level 2

9-12

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religicous information/issues leading to cocherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AOQ2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2]).

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Question 3a

Question and Mark Scheme

A fine brash hypothesis may be killed by inches, the death by a thousand
qualifications...

It seems to people who are not religious as if there was no conceivable event the
occurrence of which would be admitted by religious people to be a reason for
conceding ‘There wasn't a God after all’ Someone tells us that God loves us as a father
loves his children. But then we see a child dying of inoperable cancer of the throat.
His earthly father is driven frantic in his efforts to help, but his heavenly Father reveals
no signs of concern. Some qualification is made — God’s love is 'not merely human
love” But then we ask: Just what would have to happen to entitle us to say ‘God does
not exist’?

A believer's statement has been so eroded that it is no longer an assertion at all.

(Source: Quote from ‘The Philosophy of Religion, Flew, A, Editor: Mitchell B,
By permission of Oxford University Press)

3 (a) Carify the ideas illustrated in this passage about falsification in religious language.
You must refer to the passage in your response.
Question Indicative content
number
3(a) 10 marks AO1

AO01 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and

understanding and specialist language and terminology when

responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

e The believer in the passage qualifies his views because of the absence
of evidence.

= The sceptic tries to build up a cumulative case.

# The sceptic sets up various tests and these do not produce evidence to
support a belief in God.

» The process of qualification by the believer dissipates the original
assertion about the existence God.

» The end result is that the original hypothesis becomes so qualified that
it dies as a meaningful claim, “the death of a thousand qualifications’.

= The argument of Flew is that the religious believer will not allow
anything to falsify the religious claim.

Lewvel Mark Descriptor

o Mo rewardable maternial.

Level 1 1-32 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AOQ1).

s Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1]).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are not directly
linked to the extract (AOL1).

Level 2 | 4-6& « A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AOL).

« Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, howewver it is not fully developed (AO1).

« Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases to reference
from the extract (AO1).

Level 3 | 7-10 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

s Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed and fully developed (AOL1).

« Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the extract
(AOL).

16 © Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.




A Level Religious Studies exemplars — Paper 1

Candidate A:
e 'Wm-mm INE gQueEstTions.

A fine brash hypothesis may be killed by inches, the death by a thousand
qualifications... = 0
It seems 10 people who are not religlious as if there was no concelvable event the
occurrence of which would be %ﬁﬂy_fm_‘]_&%:ﬁ’mson for
“There wasnt a God all’ Someone tells us t God loves us as a father
loves his children. But then we see a child dyi i able of the throat.

His earthly father Is driven frantic in his efforts to help, but his heayenly Father reveals
nos_iginsofcommSome fication is made — God's love is ‘not merely human
lowe’ we ask: would have to happen o Say does
l not exist’?
LAbeGeva%s:atememhasbemsoerododthatubnobng«anmﬁonadl -

{Source: Quote from The Philosophy of Religior. Flew, A, Editor: Mitchell B,
By permission of Oxford University Pross)

3 {a) Clarify the ideas lllustrated in this passage about falsification in refigious language.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
(7o)
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Examiner comment:

L T L == S ——

This response outlines the ideas in the text and explains their context using a wide range
of knowledge of religious ideas. This is fully developed; ideas are linked to references
from the extract and specialist language is used well throughout. The candidate displays
a rigorous understanding of the key concepts and implications in this passage.

Level 3 -10 marks

Level 3 | ¥-10 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout {AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed and fully developed (AO1).

+ Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key religious
ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references from the extract
(AO1).
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Question 3b

Question and Mark Scheme

(b) Analyse the implications for religious language from this passage.

Question Indicative content
number
3(b) 5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2

A01 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding using specialist language and
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting
A02 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to

AO1.

» Religious language has many uses with an assumption that it
communicates sense.

+ However, religious language is so different from normal speech,
such as speech used in discussion about God who is believed to be
beyond space and time.

» Religious language has been criticised in many ways, including
logical positivism and its allied view of language - falsification.

AO02 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AD2.

+ Logical positivism argues there are tests to determine whether or
not claims are meaningful, including support from experience. When
this is applied to religious language there seems to be no empirical
evidence and therefore the claim is said to be meaningless.

+ A further test as to whether religious language is meaningful or
meaningless is that it is not analytic and true by definition and
therefore is meaningless.

+ Hare argues that religious language is like a "blik’ because people
believe in them and act on them even though they are not readily
supported by evidence and therefore this type of claim, including
religious language can be argued to be meaningful.

s Mitchell builds up a case for the use of evidence when claims may
appear to be ambiguous and may therefore be meaningful.

* There can be criticisms of the falsification stance on the grounds of
its reliance on empirical evidence, this weakens the falsification
technigue because these are based on the limitations of the
verification principle.

* There are alternative models for assessing religious language
claims, such as Wittgenstein’s language games, and therefore these
may limit the strength of falsification.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to
gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015
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Level Mark Descriptor
0 Mo rewardable material.
Level 1 | 1-4 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

Information/issues are selected (ADZ2).
Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AO2).

* Judgements are supported by generic arguments (ADZ2).

Level 2 | 5-8 * A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminoclogy
are selected, some of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO02).
Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AO2]).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
with little or no attempt to appraise evidence (AO2).

Level 3 | 9-12 « A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

s« Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simple
chain of reasoning (AD2).

s Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
guestion (AD2).

s Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are
made, which are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
(ADZ).

Level 4 | 13-156 |+ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and
accurately throughout (ADO1).

+ Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

+ Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the
guestion (AD2).

« Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all
of elements in the question, which are supported by the appraisal of
some evidence (AQ2).

Level 5 | 17-20 |+ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout {AO1).

s Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

» Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
guestion (AD2).

+ Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AD2).
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Candidate A:

(b) Analyse the implications for religious language from this passage. o

The p\\s“\cabwynr\ap\n. cumnes ok ‘G kalk' Ayt e
Nodine. or a3 Ca J— G MQW Ay bk o set
of vacarous FSnw\Al m ot mnaklap (krm\ki
fa@\m\w WWMUO\A ot‘ anMLMvS
TE this s oncapreck oxseasmentt { Lo (Myaw\twwe.
volce H/\b\madﬁsaeﬁl““ Ai SCanssron AS Vg th\xm\"‘\-\r
‘w panat\ese ik alleds ndtang b conak agaiast U Uk canad be
& reld oaseNians ah all AL Cotlany. \POEM Tloeinay, m\«,
andh S cAPay. MMMW anhA s bas &
g,ﬁmﬁw isQuacalivan fr bebere g edcorns a~d Cvuze
Ergingld -~ u”‘LS‘(V\Aﬁ *M\} Tirert oye. CJS:\—‘T\‘C«%
fe o Atrrimany oo MJ:WM%.‘.VWAARMM
Clersbone | laguege o~d s .

Ho/vw floace bhane low\lvw\jo&'wvu P
'LcwM‘cwmAaxﬂers«.L\.\_, And yuk rekw AM-uwx
Analan ;.u.o s] B M. Hare cined tle |
teonan | L;L\lg Mc_&e\.»u/w s rt&rt 12 & A2

rey e (B, o Wbk s o pane Phr\mmalol..
-t Fa.%‘\ e lovn CML}LL‘?J\&AC'J o ‘((»M(W‘:)

’ﬁwg e xR beli et ad qukonw\c«e \;
Ip peads an~dh awék:*mb-e&wu\ow .'cfv&hbu\r

ln%
m CAA};«MA ol LW/'\bX ;

© Pearson Education Ltd 2015



A Level Religious Studies exemplars - Paper 1

r(v\ma./w? \QILMM—-; alFecn Los pa (c/\e—: oréf[‘dwr

Thas reane Tle, m—{.w«,u;g(;vl entaf Aoy refis
enf\laa e HLak cannnt Adeecklsy be tperif'\.&d. pincally
prodpa Yo e .v?m’.lge.lau ety Aflar oot and £ many 7
Mitdoeld S-S geded ok bellewes do ackaad ‘.
fagelbon Lo passick btleir fadn peqeodless L
o buryiy o bead O Ale Cand o pttiog Uoen- |
K‘\j\ﬂ A cars. lonk SWF(AHUL\AAA/T’(@ Tle
Conmnkoent paade o £lak e LGl Aespke ergined
ederce b chrstlerge A Thege ove Ken 'Siguaficat
artictes & fath Hoak ot oo v relatiansiog
Ao xR CArMe VTWG‘} s’v{ém:,)
cantloey be sonpincally, fnae [false oc cogrintve o

e IAXCoNe (5 QMW.OL%Q\JMNML%MWMM "

..........

22

© Pearson Education Ltd 2014. Copying permitted for purchasing institution only. This material is not copyright free.



A Level Religious Studies exemplars — Paper 1

[ S e
Jf;:m.-ﬂ..-l be card ta las W%MH&LJ- ok Lf-._\'_k—r oy EPLM

ot mese A o I:.F % & ~at E::.-"\-'\—P“-'-\f'ﬂ.‘l-'l-':’r W;'Tﬁ-.a'u}l.u_
(o< Farsialda) o2 o staden~est tle. e bhan-= |
e Larqnese Gounne, wh2rs. posany . Aess
(:_, Ao s J‘-L:IL-.-’"-_ Lw-rlq_rtgt‘ff%.e_b A
{mtmrﬁh cle JJ? Lok ‘:ﬂ\.rw;wm&: G,LW TL’MFH
?Jﬁa'H\aﬂ tle 1o ..-G’U‘-J S -F—Yg---'h.:.u,\.at P r'i”.\fﬂhgr !
,5’4 Eadory £ tlamse okside Uoe Fane ,htﬂq‘,j /
"Lﬂ"‘llvvxf L-_; oo ennd e:‘*«-'-’-iﬂ.iu"c e news Trles
L ABA CANNNVE rreanat  and egege ©
daadagpre ncvSRE fl-e gﬁ_ﬁ;r&f 4_ s 4Lr"'"-"'q.-"f' el
| (ENDnn 5.\%&&#\{».) Conenatted b e i
| P v PPN 3\ N VLY [y rbq-LEJ. | vy rst.quu
I,C—cr-rm Cama e s\obe~enks £ wk o
e’““?“"—"“l“b ‘-"‘i-f:'["*ﬂ‘-‘-k‘l == 'F:';.._LE-’LE-LE:\‘__L

(Total for Question 3 = 30 marks)

DO NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA

0 NOT WRITE IN THIS AREA

e ————

Examiner comment:

This answer is clearly structured and covers a wide range of knowledge and uses
specialist well throughout. It makes connections between a range of ideas and
deconstructs issues; it also manages to present coherent and reasoned judgements with
a full appraisal of evidence.

Level 5 - 20 marks

Level 5 | 17-20 + A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout {AO1).

e Crntically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AQ2).

+ Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
question (AOQ2).

¢ Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AO02).
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Question 4

Question and Mark Scheme

4 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the belief in immortality of the soul and
reincarnation.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Philosophy
of Religion have been influenced by one of the following:

= Religion and Ethics
= MNew Testament Studies
- the study of a religion.

Question Indicative content
number
4 S marks AO1, 25 marks AQ2

AO01 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding using specialist language and
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting
AD2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

» A belief in life after death may be the view that humans will survive
death.

+ Some religious traditions give an account of immortality of the soul,
linked to dualism.

+ In Hindu traditions, some religious believers link reincarnation to
transmigration.

AO02 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AOQ2.

« The belief in the immortality of the soul is a stronger stance than
materialism because of the strengths of dualism.

« Consciousness is no more than brain activity and when the brain
dies so does any notion of conscicusness and therefore the notion of
the immortality of the soul becomes redundant.

+ The strength of reincarnation is related to a range of empirical
evidence that accumulates to support this belief and therefore leads
to a sound basis for belief in reincarnation.

* A weakness of reincarnation includes problems about identity,
especially if there are multiple types of future existences, and
therefore this leads to a rejection of belief in reincarnation.
Resurrection is an alternative to these beliefs about life after death
and is a stronger system because of evidence to support it.

« A belief in life after death may influence ethical principles ,such as
the sanctity of life, and this type of principle may therefore be
associated with debates about abortion and euthanasia (this shows
links with Religion and Ethics).

» These belief systems can be compared to New Testament teachings
about resurrection and therefore may be used to assess the
distinctive nature of these respective beliefs (this shows links with
Mew Testament Studies).

« Many religious traditions believe in life after death, although there
may be some similarities and some substantial differences between
their beliefs. For example, Islam presents beliefs about resurrection
related directly to the 'Day of Judgement” and the authority of Allah.
Therefore this is significantly different from the belief in immortality
of the soul (this shows links to Study of Religion).

Candidates who show achievement only against A01 will not be able to
gain marks beyond the top of Level 1.

Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of
study will not be able te gain marks beyond the top of Level 4.
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Lewvel Mark Descriptor
0 Mo rewardable material.

Level 1 | 1-6 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

+ Information/issues are identified (AD2).

« Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AD2).

+ Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AOZ2).

« Judgements made with no attempt to appraise evidence (AO02).

+ Conclusions are provided but are simplistic and/or generic {AQ2).

Level 2 | 7-12 « A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
are selected, some of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Deconstructs religious information/issues (AO2]).

* Makes connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AD2).

+ Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AD2).

+ Judgements made with little or no attempt to appraise evidence
ADZ).

. E:oncl:i.lsions are provided, which loosely draw together ideas but
with little or no attempt to justify (AOZ2).

Level 3 | 13-18 « A range of knowledge, specialist language and termineclogy are
selected most of which are used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

+ Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic
chain of reasoning (AO2).

+ Makes connections between many but not all of the elements in the
question (AD2).

« Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AD2).

+ Judgements are supported by an attempt to appraise evidence
(AD2).

+ Conclusions are provided, which logically draw together ideas and
are partially justified (AQ2).

Level 4 | 19-24 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and
accurately throughout (AO1).

+ Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and
logical chains of reasoning (AOZ2).

* Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the
question (AD2).

* Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all
of elements in the question (AOQZ2).

+ Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some
evidence (AOZ2).

* Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are partially justified (ACQ2).

Level Mark Descriptor

Level 5 | 25-30 |+ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AD2).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
question (AD2Z].

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (ADQ2].

Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive
appraisal of evidence (AO02Z).

Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are fully justified (AOQ2].
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Candidate A:

4 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the belief in immortality of the soul and
reincarnation,

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Philosophy
of Religion have been influenced by one of the following:

. Religion and Ethics

« New Testament Studies

« the study of a religion. -~
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Examiner comment:

This answer gives a full account of the issues in the question using terminology
competently and in a sustained manner. The candidate answers the full elements of the
question in a balanced manner. There is effective use of scholarship coupled with a
proficient use of key terms. The systematic analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of
various points of view shows a very good level of understanding and a comprehensive
appraisal of evidence. It moves towards conclusions that are convincingly advances
based on reasoned judgements and a careful marshalling of evidence concerning issues
raised. It deconstructs ideas and considers challenges regarding identity and continuity
well. There are good links made between this and other area of study as required by the
question and there is a consideration of the impact from and upon other areas of studies
with a good use of evidence.

Level 5 - 30 marks.

Level Mark Descriptor

Level 5 | 25-30 [+ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

+ Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to
coherent and logical chains of reasoning (AC2).

¢+ Makes connections between the full range of elements in the
question (AO2).

+ Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

+ Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive
appraisal of evidence (AD2).

+ Convincing conclusions are provided which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are fully justified (AQ2).
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