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Introduction 

 The purpose of this pack is to provide teachers and students with some examples 

of responses to A Level Religious Studies Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion. 

 The sample assessment materials which these responses are based on can be 

found on the Pearson website 

 In this pack, you will find a small sample of responses, an examiner commentary 

and the mark scheme for each question. 

 The responses are all from students and we have retained their original responses 

where possible.  In some cases, the student scripts have been typed to ensure 

that they are clear to read. 

 In some cases, the students have used more space than was originally provided in 

the sample assessment booklets.  In light of this feedback, the A Level specimen 

papers on the website and the Summer 2018 papers will have additional pages 

 We will add to these exemplar packs throughout the year 

 If you have any enquiries regarding these materials or have any other questions 

about the course, please contact our subject advisor team on 

teachingreligiousstudies@pearson.com 
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Question 1 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate addresses a narrow range of the key religious ideas with a narrow range of 

knowledge and specialist language. 

 

Level 1 – 2 marks. 
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Candidate B: 

 

 

Examiner comment: 

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key ideas (such as things in 

the world working together).  This is a complex idea but is under developed and not 

clearly explained. 

 

Level 2 – 3 marks 
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Candidate C: 

 

Examiner comment: 

There are a range of points made but they are rather narrow in focus.  The 

understanding is a little simplistic and lacking in detail.  In order to move up the mark 

scheme, this response needed more complexity of understanding and more 

detail/purpose in the examples used, for example, in the analogy of the archer and the 

arrow. 

 

Level 2 – 4 marks 
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Candidate D: 

 

Examiner comment: 

The candidate uses good terminology and a range of knowledge.  Some areas could be 

developed further to illustrate how the world also has order and intricacy as well as some 

further detail about why these features imply a designer. 

 

Level 3 – 6 marks 
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Candidate E: 

 

 
Examiner comment: 

There is a good range of ideas and some terminology which could be developed more 

here.  The explanation about purpose rather than chance is valid but could be a little 

more precise.  The candidate has used more than the allocated space for this response 

and more space will be provided in future for students. 

 

Level 3 – 7 marks. 
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Candidate F: 

 

Examiner comment: 

There is good range of terminology used alongside a good range of ideas including order, 

complexity, regularity and purpose.  The response loses a bit of focus in the very last line 

but the response as a whole comprehensively develops the key religious ideas and beliefs 

required for the question. 

 

Level 3 – 8 marks 
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Candidate G: 

One analogy of the design argument which proves the existence of God is William Paley’s 

analogy of the watch because the watch wasn’t created by chance due to the intricate 

design.  Therefore, William Paley said that is must have an intelligent designer.  He 

compares this to the universe but the universe is so intricate that it must have a divine, 

intelligent designer that can create so much detail in a world that everything must be 

precise and aesthetic.  This enables humans, animals and any other beings to live on it 

so that they can fulfil their purpose such as an eye which is so complex and fulfils its 

telos which is sight.  This shows that an omnipotent and intelligent being must be the 

designer and that is God. 

Another analogy is Aquinas Five ways.  He uses the analogy of an archer and its target to 

show order and purpose.  The archer (God), as an intelligent being, guide the arrow 

(unintelligent being) to the target (telos).  This shows that everything in nature which is 

moving but has not intelligence must be directed to its telos by a powerful and intelligent 

being which is God. 

 

Examiner comment: 

There is a wide range of knowledge and use of terminology with development of a range 

of religious ideas to reveal a depth of understanding. 

 

Level 3 – 8 marks 
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Candidate H: 

 

 

 
Examiner comment: 

Although this response is a little repetitious towards the end, a wide range of knowledge 

and religious ideas are explained well to reveal depth of understanding.  As with other 

candidates, this student has written outside the allocated space.  Additional space will be 

provided in future. 

 

Level 3 – 8 marks. 
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Question 2 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 
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Examiner comment: 

This answer covers a wide range of material revealing good knowledge and uses 

terminology well throughout.  It critically deconstructs information and presents 

reasoned judgments about key issues and reasons for the positions adopted by the key 

thinkers.  It is very well informed and it constructs a coherent discussion across the full 

range of elements in the question.  As with other candidates, this student has written 

outside the allocated space.  Additional space will be provided in future. 

 

 

Level 3 – 12 marks. 
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Question 3a 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 
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Examiner comment: 

This response outlines the ideas in the text and explains their context using a wide range 

of knowledge of religious ideas. This is fully developed; ideas are linked to references 

from the extract and specialist language is used well throughout.  The candidate displays 

a rigorous understanding of the key concepts and implications in this passage. 

 

Level 3 -10 marks 
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Question 3b 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 
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Examiner comment: 

 

This answer is clearly structured and covers a wide range of knowledge and uses 

specialist well throughout. It makes connections between a range of ideas and 

deconstructs issues; it also manages to present coherent and reasoned judgements with 

a full appraisal of evidence. 

 

 

Level 5 – 20 marks 
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Question 4 

Question and Mark Scheme 
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Candidate A: 
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Examiner comment: 

 

This answer gives a full account of the issues in the question using terminology 

competently and in a sustained manner.   The candidate answers the full elements of the 

question in a balanced manner.  There is effective use of scholarship coupled with a 

proficient use of key terms.  The systematic analysis of the strengths and weaknesses of 

various points of view shows a very good level of understanding and a comprehensive 

appraisal of evidence.  It moves towards conclusions that are convincingly advances 

based on reasoned judgements and a careful marshalling of evidence concerning issues 

raised. It deconstructs ideas and considers challenges regarding identity and continuity 

well. There are good links made between this and other area of study as required by the 

question and there is a consideration of the impact from and upon other areas of studies 

with a good use of evidence. 

 

Level 5 – 30 marks. 
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