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Course description 

This training is designed for teachers who are moving to Pearson 

Edexcel or delivering the Pearson Edexcel specification for the first 

time. 

This will support you in getting ready to teach the AS and A level 

Religious Studies specification.
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During this event 

You will:

• consider the structure, content and assessment of the 

specifications and the support available

• review the content in the specifications and exam techniques

• explore the levels-based mark schemes



Why choose Pearson 
Edexcel?
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Why choose Pearson Edexcel Religious 
Studies? 

✓ Topics to suit the interests of your students.

✓ Choice of religions and routes.

✓ Clear structure with accessible assessment.

✓ Supports progression from Key Stage 4.

✓ AS and A level qualifications that are co-teachable.

✓ Provides a focus on scholarship.

✓ Develops understanding and appreciation of beliefs.

✓ Provides a holistic understanding of religion.

✓ Develops transferable skills.

✓ Expert support for planning and delivery.
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The support offered

• One person who is your contact for all things RS (answering 

questions, organising training, listening to you).

• A dedicated team of assessment and religious content experts with 
years of experience who head up our senior team – and are also 
teachers in a variety of schools around the country.

• A dedicated team of assessment managers within Pearson who 
work around the world on assessment and quality teaching 
materials.
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Subject Advisor support

Dedicated subject advisor: Susan Currey

Email: TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com

Phone: UK: 0344 463 2535
(Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

• Access the Religious Studies community

• Access the customer support portal

• Sign up to receive subject advisor updates

• Live chat via the 'contact us' page

• Find and book events

• Book an appointment with your subject advisor

mailto:TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F95p000000gS5TCAU/religious-studies
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us/teachers.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/contactus
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/


Content

The content that you need to 

teach is outlined in our 

specification
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Specification

We have one specification for each qualification 

(AS and A level).

The AS content is half of the A level content to 

allow these to be taught alongside one another.

Both qualifications are co-teachable as the 

content for each qualification is clearly 

identifiable.

Download our 

AS spec

Download our 

A level spec

https://bit.ly/3pSB1B5
https://bit.ly/3pSB1B5
https://bit.ly/396avQ8
https://bit.ly/396avQ8
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Papers

Candidates must choose three papers to study. (Choice of three 

papers out of four.)

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion 

Paper 2: Religion and Ethics 

Paper 3: New Testament Studies* 

Paper 4: Study of Religion (with a choice of Buddhism, Christianity*, 

Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Sikhism)

*Prohibited combination: New Testament and Christianity
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Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Content overview

• Philosophical issues and questions

• The nature and influence of religious experience

• Problems of evil and suffering

• Philosophical language*

• Works of scholars*

• Influences of developments in religious belief*

*Content only covered at A level
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Paper 2: Ethics

Content overview

• Significant concepts in issues or debates in religion and ethics

• A study of three ethical theories

• Application of ethical theories to issues of importance

• Ethical language*

• Deontology, Virtue Ethics and the works of scholars*

• Medical ethics: beginning and end of life issues*

*Content only covered at A level
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Paper 3: New Testament

Content overview

• Social, historical and religious context of the New Testament

• Texts and interpretation of the Person of Jesus

• Interpreting the text and issues of relationship, purpose and 

authorship

• Ways of interpreting the scripture*

• Texts and interpretation: the Kingdom of God, conflict, the death and 

resurrection of Jesus*

• Scientific and historical-critical challenges, ethical living and the works 

of scholars*

*Content only covered at A level
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Paper 4: Study of Religion

Content overview

• Religious beliefs, values and 

teachings

• Sources of wisdom and authority

• Practices that shape and express 

religious identity

• Social and historical developments*

• Works of scholars*

• Religion and society; Primary texts*

*Content only covered at A level

Students choose to 

study one of the 

following six options:

4A: Buddhism

4B: Christianity

4C: Hinduism

4D: Islam

4E: Judaism

4F: Sikhism

*Prohibited combination: Paper 3: New Testament 

and Paper 4b: Christianity
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The structure of the A level specification

Each paper is split into six topics.

Each topic areas is then divided 

into sections. 

Each section is then divided into 

sub-topics. 

All exam questions and mark 

schemes are based on these 

sub-topics only. 
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Scholars named within the specification

As the qualification is based in scholarship, a range of scholars are 

selected to support a candidate's knowledge and understanding of a 

topic but DO NOT represent compulsory reading.

• Within the specification, most 

boxes include the expression: 

‘with reference to the ideas of….’

• This indicates key contributors 

in relation to specific content 

areas.

• The indicated scholars are not 

the only scholars you can make 

reference to – additional relevant 

contributors will be credited if 

deployed appropriately.
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Scholars named within the specification

Some specification topics specify 

the names of seminal figures which 

may be mentioned in questions.

For example, the extract from 

Paper 4 Option E Judaism, 

specifies commentary by Rashi.  

Rashi is specifically named within 

the specification content and not 

‘with reference to’ so could be 

specifically asked about in a 

question.  
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Scholars named within the specification

Texts and scholars from the Anthology are used in compulsory questions at 

A level and these scholars will be named in questions. 

The context in which these texts could be studied is indicated by bracketed 

numbers in the detailed content, for example (4) in the extract below for Paper 1 

Philosophy. 

These extracts are not exclusive to the topic areas under which they appear; 

candidates will need to be able to apply these extracts across any suitable topic.

This means that candidates could be asked specifically about these scholars and 

their writings from the Anthology texts. 



The Anthology
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The Anthology

One unique aspect of our 
specification is that we provide 
an Anthology of relevant 
scholarly texts to support delivery 
of the content.

Download our 

Anthology

https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/GCE2016_AL_ReligStd_Anthology.pdf
https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/GCE2016_AL_ReligStd_Anthology.pdf
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The Anthology

✓ Unique to the Pearson Edexcel A level qualification.

✓ The qualification is grounded in scholarship.

✓ The Anthology texts support candidates’ understanding.

✓ Easy access to key texts, ideas and thinkers. 

✓ The Anthology is a ‘starting point’ for candidates.

✓ Grounds their knowledge in scholarship.
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How to use the Anthology

The Anthology provides access to key 
texts to supplement the delivery of the 
Specification content.

For example, the Anthology for Paper 1 
includes a transcript of the Copleston 
and Russell debate.

This section can support the teaching of 
the section on ‘Religious Experience’.

Many of the anthology texts link to a 
number of areas of the paper due to the 
synoptic nature of the content.
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How to use the Anthology

The Anthology is not meant to be learned by rote and there does not 
need to be time set aside to teach the Anthology discretely. 

The texts are there to support the teaching of the content – they are not 
separate to the content.

At A level, Question 3a will include an extract to support students in 
explaining the key ideas around a topic.  



Assessment

All components are assessed 

through an externally examined 

paper which follow the same 

structure. 
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AS and A level papers

AS A Level

Written 

examination
1 hour 2 hours 

% of the 

Qualification
33.33% 33.33%

Marks available 54 marks 80 marks
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Assessment objectives

Objective
AS 

weighting

A level 

weighting

AO1

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of 

religion and belief, including: 

• religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought 

and teaching 

• influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on 

individuals, communities and societies 

• cause and significance of similarities and 

differences in belief, teaching and practice 

• approaches to the study of religion and belief

50% 40%

AO2
Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches 

to, religion and belief, including their significance, 

influence and study.
50% 60%
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AS Level Paper Structure
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AS Level Paper Structure

Question 1 & 4a

Question 2 & 3

Question 4b
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A Level Paper Structure
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A Level Paper Structure

Question 1

Question 2

Question 

3a

Question 

3b

Question 4
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Recommended timings



Marking

Example answers, 

mark schemes and 

marking exercise
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A Guide to Level Marking

At both AS and A level, answers are marked through a level-based
mark scheme rather than point marking.

This means that there are level bands and examiners read the answer 
in full before deciding which level the answer best fits into.

They will then decide how successfully it fulfils the level criteria and 
decide the mark accordingly.
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A Guide to Level Marking
There is a 

clear progression 

from Level 1 to 

the next.

'Level-based' mark 

schemes are 

designed to be 

marked holistically, 

with a best fit 

determining the 

awarded outcome.

This is because there 

is no one correct way

to approach 

questions.
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A Guide to Level Marking

There are several 

bullet points within 

each level descriptor.

As students 

progress through the 

levels, the expectation 

increases.

Examiners will judge 

each answer 

holistically to find the 

best fit.
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

❑ Select relevant points to show knowledge – accurate and relevant 

points made in relation to the focus of the question.

❑ Include a range of points.

❑ Use specialist language, key terms and key terminology correctly. 

❑ Keep their answer sustained and focused throughout.

❑ Develop their points to show depth in their understanding.

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings

8 minutes (AS)

10 minutes (A level)
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

❑ Unpick the question and select relevant knowledge in relation to the 

question.

❑ Select and use relevant specialist language.

❑ Discuss different arguments/perspectives.

❑ Show a range of knowledge – draw on knowledge to support arguments 

with relevant and accurate reasons. 

❑ Keep the answer sustained and focused throughout.

❑ Develop points fully (more than one simple development) to achieve 

chains of reasoning to support judgements put forward.

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)



48© Pearson Education 2023

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)



52© Pearson Education 2023

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks

Vipassana is one of two types of meditation carried out by Buddhists the other more simple is samatha

meditation. It could be argued that vipassana is the most effective form of meditation because it is 

within vipassana that a Buddhist applys and understands the Dhama in their own life. Vipassana or 

insight meditation is when Buddhist analyse topics such as the four noble truths and see how this 

implicates them directly. It is when they look at the Buddhas teachings and personalise them. This is 

what the Buddha taught to do as he didn’t agree with blind faith as ignorance is one of the three 

poisons and vipassana meditation helps overcome ignorance. However samatha meditation could be 

seen as more effective as it combats two out of the three poisons. Both hatred and greed are subdued 

in samatha meditation when the focus is on metta (loving kindness) or karuna (compassion). Samatha

is the more simple of the two as it can just be breathing meditation. Its focus is on mindfulness and 

expressing good meaningful emotions instead of desires and by doing that you overcome negative 

unhelpful emotions. On the other hand, vipassana may still be the most effective as it is through 

vipassana meditation that the Buddha Gautama reached nirvana. He while thinking about experiences 

in his own life and what he had learnt saw flashes of past lives and the truth of the world. As 

enlightenment and nirvana are the main aims of Buddhis the meditation that leads directly to it must be 

the most effective. To conclude, while samatha meditation is helpful in mindfulness practice and 

overcoming greed and desire vipassana is the most effective. This is because it is personal to everyone 

it overcomes ignorance and most importantly it is through vipassana meditation the Buddha reached 

nirvana. 

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks

Vipassana is one of two types of meditation carried out by Buddhists the other more simple is samatha

meditation. It could be argued that vipassana is the most effective form of meditation because it is 

within vipassana that a Buddhist applys and understands the Dhama in their own life. Vipassana or 

insight meditation is when Buddhist analyse topics such as the four noble truths and see how this 

implicates them directly. It is when they look at the Buddhas teachings and personalise them. This is 

what the Buddha taught to do as he didn’t agree with blind faith as ignorance is one of the three 

poisons and vipassana meditation helps overcome ignorance. However samatha meditation could be 

seen as more effective as it combats two out of the three poisons. Both hatred and greed are subdued 

in samatha meditation when the focus is on metta (loving kindness) or karuna (compassion). Samatha

is the more simple of the two as it can just be breathing meditation. Its focus is on mindfulness and 

expressing good meaningful emotions instead of desires and by doing that you overcome negative 

unhelpful emotions. On the other hand, vipassana may still be the most effective as it is through 

vipassana meditation that the Buddha Gautama reached nirvana. He while thinking about experiences 

in his own life and what he had learnt saw flashes of past lives and the truth of the world. As 

enlightenment and nirvana are the main aims of Buddhis the meditation that leads directly to it must be 

the most effective. To conclude, while samatha meditation is helpful in mindfulness practice and 

overcoming greed and desire vipassana is the most effective. This is because it is personal to everyone 

it overcomes ignorance and most importantly it is through vipassana meditation the Buddha reached 

nirvana. 

Recommended timings

10 minutes (AS)

20 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

                        

          

                     

                             

            

                          

                   

                            

                         

How to teach candidates 

to use the extract in Q3a

1. Read the extract fully.

2. Circle, highlight or 
underline key concepts 
or ideas.

3. Proceed to answer the 
question, using the key 
concepts/ideas identified 
in the extract/s as 
‘springboards’.

4. Explain and expand 
these concepts/ideas, 
developing each one to 
demonstrate knowledge 
of the topic.

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

❑ Show their knowledge in relation to the topic.

❑ Use key terminology/language (the extract can support this).

❑ Select relevant information to answer the question (the extract can 

support this).

❑ Give detailed and developed answers – expand on their annotations 

from the extract. Fully explain each.

❑ Link key ideas/concepts to references from the extract.

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)



64© Pearson Education 2023

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions 

Recommended timing

15 minutes (A level)
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)

To achieve a Level 5 students must:

❑ Unpick the question and include relevant knowledge in relation to the 

question. 

❑ Select and use relevant specialist language, key terms and key 

terminology correctly. 

❑ Show a range of knowledge – draw on knowledge to support arguments 

with relevant and accurate reasons. 

❑ Discuss different arguments/perspectives and appraise these.

❑ Keep the answer sustained and focused throughout.

❑ Develop points fully (more than one simple development) to achieve 

chains of reasoning to support judgements put forward.
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 

Recommended timings

20 minutes (AS)

30 minutes (A level)
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions 

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions 

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions 

To achieve a Level 5 students must:

❑ Unpick the question and use relevant knowledge in relation to the question 

including relevant specialist language correctly. 

❑ Show a range of knowledge – draw on knowledge to support arguments 

with relevant and accurate reasons. 

❑ Discuss different arguments/perspectives and appraise these.

❑ Keep the answer sustained and focused throughout.

❑ Develop points fully (more than one simple development) to achieve chains 

of reasoning to support judgements put forward.

❑ Draw together arguments in a conclusion which brings the answer together.

❑ Include synoptic links which draw from other papers of the course.

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions 

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)
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30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions 

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)



76© Pearson Education 2023

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions 

Recommended timing

40 minutes (A level)



Summary 
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Summary

• Use the specification to inform your teaching – the specification is 

the basis for the course and exam questions are written from this.

• Use scholars and the anthology to support your teaching.

• Remember that AO2 is worth 60% of the marks at 

A level – this skill needs to be embedded within teaching.

• Examiners will mark responses using a level-based mark scheme 

and use a best-fit approach.

• Use the past papers, mark schemes and examiner reports to help 

you get a feel of the marking expectations.
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Places to get Pearson Edexcel material 
and advice 

The Pearson Edexcel website contains lots of materials, which have 
been checked by senior examiners, including:

• course planners

• exemplar material

• explanation of command words

• past papers, mark schemes, examiner reports

• marking guidance

• recordings of past training events

• schemes of work. 

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-
studies.html

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html
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Subject Advisor support

Dedicated subject advisor: Susan Currey

Email: TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com

Phone: UK: 0344 463 2535
(Mon – Fri, 9am – 5pm GMT)

• Access the Religious Studies community

• Access the customer support portal

• Sign up to receive subject advisor updates

• Live chat via the 'contact us' page

• Find and book events

• Book an appointment with your subject advisor

mailto:TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F95p000000gS5TCAU/religious-studies
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us/teachers.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/contactus
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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