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Assessment and marking 

Course Title: 

Pearson Edexcel A level Religious 

Studies: New to Edexcel 

 

 Command words 

Command word Definition 

Analyse Deconstruct information and/or issues to 
find connections and provide logical chains 
of reasoning in order to make judgements 
regarding their importance/relevance to the 
question context. 

Assess Requires reasoned argument of factors to 
reach a judgement regarding their 
importance/relevance to the question 
context. 

Clarify Identify key ideas and explain key 
concepts. 

Evaluate Review/analyse information, bringing it 
together to form a conclusion/judgement 
based on strengths/weaknesses, 
alternatives, relevant data or information. 
Come to a supported judgement of a 
subject’s qualities and relation to its 
context. 

Explore Demonstrate understanding by 
investigating different reasons, concepts 
and ideas. 
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 8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions  

 Level criteria 
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Example question and indicative content 

Explore the key ideas associated with the problem of suffering. 

 

Example answer 

Explore the key ideas associated with the problem of suffering. 
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Example question and indicative content 

Explore how the Qur’an is understood as the revelation of Allah. 

 
 

Example answer 

Explore how the Qur’an is understood as the revelation of Allah. 
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12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions  

Level criteria 
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Example question and indicative content 

Assess the claim that religious approaches to same-sex relationships have been influenced 
by social and cultural changes. 
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Example answer 

Assess the claim that religious approaches to same-sex relationships have been influenced 
by social and cultural changes. 
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Example question and indicative content 

Assess the view that vipassana is the most effective form of meditation. 
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Example answer 

Assess the view that vipassana is the most effective form of meditation. 

  

Vipassana is one of two types of meditation carried out by Buddhists the 
other more simple is samatha meditation. It could be argued that vipassana 
is the most effective form of meditation because it is within vipassana that a 
Buddhist applys and understands the Dhama in their own life. Vipassana or 
insight meditation is when Buddhist analyse topics such as the four noble 
truths and see how this implicates them directly. It is when they look at the 
Buddhas teachings and personalise them. This is what the Buddha taught to 
do as he didn’t agree with blind faith as ignorance is one of the three 
poisons and vipassana meditation helps overcome ignorance.  
However samatha meditation could be seen as more effective as it combats 
two out of the three poisons. Both hatred and greed are subdued in 
samatha meditation when the focus is on metta (loving kindness) or karuna 
(compassion). Samatha is the more simple of the two as it can just be 
breathing meditation. Its focus is on mindfulness and expressing good 
meaningful emotions instead of desires and by doing that you overcome 
negative unhelpful emotions.  
On the other hand, vipassana may still be the most effective as it is through 
vipassana meditation that the Buddha Gautama reached nirvana. He while 
thinking about experiences in his own life and what he had learnt saw 
flashes of past lives and the truth of the world. As enlightenment and 
nirvana are the main aims of Buddhis the meditation that leads directly to it 
must be the most effective.  
To conclude, while samatha meditation is helpful in mindfulness practice 
and overcoming greed and desire vipassana is the most effective. This is 
because it is personal to everyone it overcomes ignorance and most 
importantly it is through vipassana meditation the Buddha reached nirvana.  
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions  

Level criteria 
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Example question and indicative content 
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Example answer 
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Example question and indicative content 
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Example answer 

  



  

      15 
© Pearson Education 2023 

 

20-mark ‘Analysis’ Questions  

Level criteria 
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Example question and indicative content 

Analyse the claim that there is no historical evidence for the resurrection of Jesus. 
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Example answer (part 1 of 2) 

Analyse the claim that there is no historical evidence for the resurrection of Jesus. 
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Example answer (part 2 of 2) 

 



  

      19 
© Pearson Education 2023 

 

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions  

Level criteria 
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Example question and indicative content 
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Example answer (part 1 of 4) 
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Example answer (part 2 of 4) 
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Example answer (part 3 of 4) 
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Example answer (part 4 of 4) 

 

 


