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Course description

This training is designed for teachers who are moving to Pearson

Edexcel or delivering the Pearson Edexcel specification for the first
time.

This will support you in getting ready to teach the AS and A level
Religious Studies specification.
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During this event

You will;

e consider the structure, content and assessment of the
specifications and the support available

* review the content in the specifications and exam techniques

« explore the levels-based mark schemes
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Why choose Pearson
Edexcel?

Pearson
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Why choose Pearson Edexcel Religious
Studies?

v’ Topics to suit the interests of your students.

v’ Choice of religions and routes.

v’ Clear structure with accessible assessment.

v’ Supports progression from Key Stage 4.

v AS and A level qualifications that are co-teachable.
v’ Provides a focus on scholarship.

v’ Develops understanding and appreciation of beliefs.
v’ Provides a holistic understanding of religion.

v’ Develops transferable skills.

v’ Expert support for planning and delivery.
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The support offered

* One person who is your contact for all things RS (answering
guestions, organising training, listening to you).

* Adedicated team of assessment and religious content experts with
years of experience who head up our senior team — and are also
teachers in a variety of schools around the country.

* A dedicated team of assessment managers within Pearson who

work around the world on assessment and quality teaching
materials.
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Subject Advisor support

Dedicated subject advisor: Susan Currey

Email: TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com

Phone: UK: 0344 463 2535
(Mon — Fri, 9am — 5pm GMT)

* Access the Religious Studies community

* Access the customer support portal

* Sign up to receive subject advisor updates

* Live chat via the 'contact us' page

* Find and book events

* Book an appointment with your subject advisor

© Pearson Education 2023
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Content

The content that you need to
teach is outlined in our
specification

Pearson
Edexcel »



\ edexcels:

Specification (=

We have one specification for each qualification
(AS and A level).

The AS content is half of the A level content to
allow these to be taught alongside one another.

Both qualifications are co-teachable as the
content for each qualification is clearly

identifiable.
Download our Download our
AS spec A level spec

b b Religious
- ) Studies

ification
Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Religious Studies (9RS0)
First teachir September 2016
First certification from 2018 [lssue3

@ Pearson

© Pearson Education 2023


https://bit.ly/3pSB1B5
https://bit.ly/3pSB1B5
https://bit.ly/396avQ8
https://bit.ly/396avQ8

Papers

Candidates must choose three papers to study. (Choice of three
papers out of four.)

Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion
Paper 2: Religion and Ethics
Paper 3. New Testament Studies*

Paper 4: Study of Religion (with a choice of Buddhism, Christianity*
Islam, Hinduism, Judaism, Sikhism)

*Prohibited combination: New Testament and Christianity

© Pearson Education 2023
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Paper 1: Philosophy of Religion

Content overview

* Philosophical issues and questions

* The nature and influence of religious experience
* Problems of evil and suffering

* Philosophical language*

* Works of scholars*

* Influences of developments in religious belief*

*Content only covered at A level

© Pearson Education 2023 11



Paper 2: Ethics

Content overview

* Significant concepts in issues or debates in religion and ethics
* A study of three ethical theories

* Application of ethical theories to issues of importance

* Ethical language*

* Deontology, Virtue Ethics and the works of scholars*

* Medical ethics: beginning and end of life issues*

*Content only covered at A level

© Pearson Education 2023
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Paper 3: New Testament

Content overview

* Social, historical and religious context of the New Testament
* Texts and interpretation of the Person of Jesus

* Interpreting the text and issues of relationship, purpose and
authorship

* Ways of interpreting the scripture*

* Texts and interpretation: the Kingdom of God, conflict, the death and
resurrection of Jesus*

* Scientific and historical-critical challenges, ethical living and the works
of scholars*

*Content only covered at A level
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Paper 4: Study of Religion

Students choose to
study one of the
following six options:

4A: Buddhism
4B: Christianity
4C: Hinduism
4D: Islam

4E: Judaism
4F: Sikhism

Content overview

Religious beliefs, values and
teachings

Sources of wisdom and authority

Practices that shape and express
religious identity

Social and historical developments*
Works of scholars*
Religion and society; Primary texts*

*Content only covered at A level

*Prohibited combination: Paper 3: New Testament

and Paper 4b: Christianity

14



The structure of the A level specification

Philesophical
issues and
questions

Mecinn Araommane

a) Inductive reasoning, 8 posteriar! types of arguments,
interpretation of experience.

b) Types of order and regularity, role of analogy, cumulative
effect of evidence, anthropic principle, regularities of

co-presence and regularities of succession.

—

Strengths and weaknesses of Design Arguments: probability
rather than proof, alternative interpretations, including
evolution and delsm. Challenges to the argument.

14

d

—

Philosophical language and thought through significant
concepts and the works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues in
the philosephy of religion.

With reference to the ideas of W Paley and D Hume.

1.2

a) Inductive reasoning, a posterior types of arguments.

b) Principle of sufficient reason, explanation, interpretation of
experience, movement, cause and effect, contingency, infinite
regress, first cause, necessary existence, Kalam version.

) Strengths and weaknesses of Cosmological Arguments:
probability rather than proof, brute fact, debates about
infinite regress, necessary existence and God as a necessary
being. Challenges to the argument.

d

—

Philosophican ianyuag- -
concepts and the works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues
the philosophy of religion.

With reference to the ldeas of Aguinas and D Hume, I Kant.

1.3

Ontological Argument

a) A priori compared to 8 posterior! types of arguments,
deductive reasoning, not evidence based but understanding of
concept "God' as an analytic proposition.

b) Definitions of ‘God’, necessary existence, aseity.

) Strengths and weaknesses of the Ontological Arguments:
concept of proof compared to probability, debates about
‘existence’ and predicates. Challenges to the argument.

d) Philosophical language and thought through significant

concepts and the works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues in
the philosophy of religion.

With reference to the ideas of Anselm and B Russell.

Each paper is split into six topics.

Each topic areas is then divided
into sections.

Each section is then divided into
sub-topics.

All exam questions and mark

schemes are based on these
sub-topics only.

© Pearson Education 2023
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Scholars named within the specification

As the qualification is based in scholarship, a range of scholars are
selected to support a candidate's knowledge and understanding of a
topic but DO NOT represent compulsory reading.

* Within the specification, most
boxes include the expression:
‘with reference to the ideas of....’

* This indicates key contributors
in relation to specific content
areas.

* The indicated scholars are not
the only scholars you can make
reference to — additional relevant
contributors will be credited if
deployed appropriately.

1:1

Design Argument

a)

b)

c)

d)

Inductive reasoning, a posteriori types of arguments,
interpretation of experience.

Types of order and regularity, role of analogy, cumulative
effect of evidence, anthropic principle, regularities of
co-presence and regularities of succession.

Strengths and weaknesses of Design Arguments: probability
rather than proof, alternative interpretations, including
evolution and deism. Challenges to the argument.

Philosophical language and thought through significant
concepts and the works of key thinkers, illustrated in issues in
the philosophy of religion.

With reference to the ideas of W Paley and D Hume.

© Pearson Education 2023
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Scholars named within the specification

Some Specification topiCS Specify 2.2 The deve|0pment Of Rabblnlc Juda|5m
: : : a) Commentary by Rashi and his pupils on Jewish scriptures in
the names Of Semlnal flgures WhICh order to add explanations to clarify the text, and at times
may be mentioned in queStionS. referred to contemporary events; commentary on the
Babylonian Talmud and continued influence via tosafots.
b) Judah Halevi: unity between God and the People of Israel;
piyyutim poems of the diaspora for festivals and Sabbath and
For exam ple, the extract from his Songs of Zion; emphasis on religious experience and
. . value of prophecy. Supremacy of the divine word in nature
Paper 4 Optlon E JUdalsm, and the Law. Rejected Aristotelian philosophy, Christianity
SpeCifieS Commentary by RaShi. and Islam, presenting views to support Judaism.
c) Historical and religious context of these figures; nature of
their authority and role of interpretation; influence on
o o o development of Rabbinic Judaism and significance in terms of
Rashi is SpeCIflca”y named within emphases on selected Jewish beliefs.
ifi i With reference to the ideas of P Chaim and H Halkin.
the Specl Ication content and not
‘with reference to’ so could be
o . In the extract below from the AS samples assessment materials for this option, the example
SpeC|f|Ca”y aSked about ina guestion names Rashi.
queStlon ' 3 Assess the significance of Rashi and his school for the development of Judaism.

© Pearson Education 2023 17



Scholars named within the specification

Texts and scholars from the Anthology are used in compulsory questions at
A level and these scholars will be named in questions.

The context in which these texts could be studied is indicated by bracketed
numbers in the detailed content, for example (4) in the extract below for Paper 1
Philosophy.

These extracts are not exclusive to the topic areas under which they appear;
candidates will need to be able to apply these extracts across any suitable topic.

5.2 | A comparison between a critic of religion, Bertrand Russell, and a
religious believer, Frederick Copleston (4)

a) The context of the writings of Russell and Copleston and the
way these ideas are applied to issues in religion and belief,
including the argument from contingency and religious
experience.

This means that candidates could be asked specifically about these scholars and
their writings from the Anthology texts.

© Pearson Education 2023 18



The Anthology
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The Anthology

One unique aspect of our
specification is that we provide
an Anthology of relevant
scholarly texts to support delivery
of the content.

Download our
Anthology

N

A Level '«
Religious Studies

Pearson Edexcel Level 3 Advanced GCE in Religious Studies (9RS0)

First teaching from September 2016

First certification from 2018 [tssue 2

@ Pearson

© Pearson Education 2023

20


https://qualifications.pearson.com/content/dam/pdf/A%20Level/Religious%20Studies/2016/Specification%20and%20sample%20assessments/GCE2016_AL_ReligStd_Anthology.pdf
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The Anthology

v’ Unique to the Pearson Edexcel A level qualification.

v’ The qualification is grounded in scholarship.

v’ The Anthology texts support candidates’ understanding.
v’ Easy access to key texts, ideas and thinkers.

v’ The Anthology is a ‘starting point’ for candidates.

v’ Grounds their knowledge in scholarship.

© Pearson Education 2023
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How to use the Anthology

The Anthology provides access to key
texts to supplement the delivery of the
Specification content.

For example, the Anthology for Paper 1
Includes a transcript of the Copleston
and Russell debate.

This section can support the teaching of
the section on ‘Religious Experience’.

Many of the anthology texts link to a
number of areas of the paper due to the
synoptic nature of the content.

RELIGIOUS EXPERIENCE

Copleston: Let's. Well, perhaps [ might say a word about religious experience, and
then we can go on to moral experience. I don't regard religious experience as a
strict proof of the existence of God, so the character of the discussion changes
somewhat, but I think it's true to say that the best explanation of it is the existence
of God. By religious experience I don't mean simply feeling good. I mean a loving,
but unclear, awareness of some object which irresistibly seems to the experiencer
as something transcending the self, something transcending all the normal objects
of experience, something which cannot be pictured or conceptualized, but of the
reality of which doubt is impossible - at least during the experience. I should claim
that cannot be explained adequately and without residue, simply subjectively. The
actual basic experience at any rate is most easily explained on the hypotheses that
there is actually some objective cause of that experience.

Russell: I should reply to that line of argument that the whole argument from our
own mental states to something outside us, is a very tricky affair. Even where we
all admit its validity, we only feel justified in doing so, I think, because of the
consensus of mankind. If there's a crowd in a room and there's a clockin a room,
they can all see the clock. The fact that they can all see it tends to make them
think that it's not an hallucination: whereas these religious experiences do tend to
be very private.

Copleston: Yes, they do. I'm speaking strictly of mystical experience proper, and I
certainly don't include, by the way, what are called visions. I mean simply the
experience, and I quite admit it's indefinable, of the transcendent object or of what
seems to be a transcendent object. I remember Julian Huxley in some lecture
saying that religious experience, or mystical experience, is as much a real
experience as falling in love or appreciating poetry and art. Well, I believe that
when we appreciate poetry and art we appreciate definite poems or a definite work
of art. If we fall in love, well, we fall in love with somebody and not with nobody.

Russell: May I interrupt for a moment here. That is by no means always the case.
Japanese novelists never consider that they have achieved a success unless large
numbers of real people commit suicide for love of the imaginary heroine.

Copleston: Well, I must take your word for these goings on in Japan. [ haven't
committed suicide, I'm glad to say, but I have been strongly influenced in the
taking of two important stepsin my life by two biographies. However, I must say I
see little resemblance between the real influence of those books on me and the
mystic experience proper, so far, that is, as an outsider can obtain an idea of that
experience.

© Pearson Education 2023 22



How to use the Anthology

The Anthology is not meant to be learned by rote and there does not
need to be time set aside to teach the Anthology discretely.

The texts are there to support the teaching of the content — they are not
separate to the content.

At A level, Question 3a will include an extract to support students in
explaining the key ideas around a topic.

A'third party’in law refers to any agent other than the principal agent and in the
case of euthanasia this would generally mean a doctor (sometimes also referred to
as the ‘physician’). For all practical purposes if euthanasia is to be justified at all it has
to be considered as part of medical practice, for it is reasonably clear that any other
practice of euthanasia would be almost impossible to control or regulate. Without
regulation, society would permit killing or murder, and whatever moral code one
adopts would be regarded as untenable. The consideration of ‘euthanasia; at present,
is rightly a medical issue. Put simply it is this: should a doctor kill his patients in some
circumstances?

(Source: Extract adapted from ‘Issues of Life and Death’ - Chapter 4, 'Euthanasia and Doctor's
Ethics, Wilcockson, M., Hodder, 1999, Edexcel Anthology)

© Pearson Education 2023
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Assessment

All components are assessed
through an externally examined
paper which follow the same
structure.

Pearson
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AS and A level papers

AS A Level
er_tten 1 hour 2 hours
examination
0]
% of the 33.33% 33.33%
Qualification
Marks available 54 marks 80 marks

© Pearson Education 2023
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Assessment objectives

AS A level

Objective weighting | weighting

Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of

religion and belief, including:

» religious, philosophical and/or ethical thought
and teaching

AO1 |+ influence of beliefs, teachings and practices on 50% 40%
individuals, communities and societies

« cause and significance of similarities and
differences in belief, teaching and practice

« approaches to the study of religion and belief

Analyse and evaluate aspects of, and approaches
AQO?2 | to, religion and belief, including their significance, 50% 60%
influence and study.

© Pearson Education 2023 26



AS Level Paper Structure

1 Explore key ideas about the nature of religious experience.
2 Assess the strengths of the ontological argument for the existence of God.
3 Assess the strengths of the design argument for the existence of God.

4{(a) Explore the key ideas associated with the problem of suffering.

{b)  Analyse the success of one solution to the problem of suffering

© Pearson Education 2023 27



AS Level Paper Structure

Question 4b

Question 2 & 3

Question 1 & 4a

AS level

Command word

Definition

d

Analyse

e

Deconstruct information and/or
issues to find connections and
provide logical chains of reasoning in
order to make judgements regarding
their importance/relevance to the
question context.

=

Assess

e

Requires reasoned argument of
factors to reach a judgement
regarding their importance/relevance
to the question context.

Explore

A

Demonstrate understanding by
investigating different reasons,
concepts and ideas.

e

© Pearson Education 2023
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A Level Paper Structure

1 Explore ideas about analogy in the design argument for the existence of God.

2 Assess the debate between Copleston and Russell on religious experience as an
argument for the existence of God.

Answer ALL questions. Write your answers in the spaces provided.
Read the following passage before answering the questions.

A fine brash hypothesis may be killed by inches, the death by a thousand qualifications.

It seems to people who are not religious as if there was no concetvable event the occurrence
of which would be admitted by religious people to be a reason for conceding ‘There wasn’t a
God after all.' Someone tells us that God loves us as a father loves his children. But then we
see a child dying of inoperable cancer of the throat. His earthly father is driven frantic in his
efforts to help, but his heavenly Father reveals no signs of concern. Some qualification is
made - God’s love is ‘not merely human love'. But then we ask: Just what would have to
happen to entitle us to say ‘God does not exist’?

A betiever’s statement has been so eroded that it is no longer an assertion at all.

(Quote from The Philasophy of Religion, Flew A, Editor: Mitchell B, by permission of Oxford
University Press)

3(a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about falsification in religious
language.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

(b)  Analyse the implications for religious language from this passage.

4 Evaluate the strengths and weaknesses of the belief in immortality of the soul
and reincamation.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in
Philosophy of Religion have been influenced by one of the following:

« Religion and Ethics

* New Testament Studies

» the study of a religion.

© Pearson Education 2023
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A Level Paper Structure

Question 2

Question 1

A level

Command word

Definition

Analyse

Deconstruct information and/or
issues to find connections and
provide logical chains of reasoning in
order to make judgements regarding
their importance/relevance to the
question context.

Assess

S o

Requires reasoned argument of
factors to reach a judgement
regarding their importance/relevance
to the question context.

Clarify

Identify key ideas and explain key
concepts.

Evaluate

Review/analyse information, bringing
it together to form a
conclusion/judgement based on
strengths/weaknesses, alternatives,
relevant data or information. Come
to a supported judgement of a
subject’s qualities and relation to its
context.

Explore

Demonstrate understanding by
investigating different reasons,
concepts and ideas.

«——— Question
3b

«——— Question
3a

«——— Question 4

© Pearson Education 2023
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Recommended timings

AS level
Question Command word No. of marks Minutes
1 Explore 8 8
2 Assess 9 10
3 Assess 9 10
4 (a) Explore 8 8
4 (b) Analyse 20 20
Plus 5 mins at the end to check
A level
Question Command word No. of marks Minutes
1 Explore 8 10
2 Assess 12 20
3(a) Clarify 10 15
3(b) Analyse 20 30
4 Evaluate 30 40

Plus 5 mins at end to check

© Pearson Education 2023
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Marking

Example answers,
mark schemes and
marking exercise

Pearson
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A Guide to Level Marking

At both AS and A level, answers are marked through a level-based
mark scheme rather than point marking.

This means that there are level bands and examiners read the answer
in full before deciding which level the answer best fits into.

They will then decide how successfully it fulfils the level criteria and
decide the mark accordingly.

© Pearson Education 2023
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A Guide to Level Marking

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
is selected but is unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AQ1).

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
selected, most of which is used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).

Level 3

6-8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and uunderstanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understanding (AO1).

Thereis a

clear progression
from Level 1 to
the next.

'‘Level-based' mark
schemes are
designed to be
marked holistically,
with a best fit
determining the
awarded outcome.

This is because there
IS N0 one correct way
to approach
guestions.

© Pearson Education 2023
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A Guide to Level Marking

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
is selected but is unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AQ1).

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
selected, most of which is used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).

Level 3

6-8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AQ1).

Knowledge and uunderstanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understanding (AO1).

There are several
bullet points within
each level descriptor.

As students

progress through the
levels, the expectation
Increases.

Examiners will judge
each answer
holistically to find the
best fit.
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Recommended timings
8 minutes (AS)

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions 10 minutes (4 level

Explore Demonstrate understanding by
investigating different reasons,
concepts and ideas.

Explore ideas about analogy in the design argument for the existence of God. '
Explore the key ideas concerning the authorship of the Fourth Gospel. '

Explore the contribution made by Situation Ethics to moral decision making.

© Pearson Education 2023 36



8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings
8 minutes (AS)
10 minutes (A level)

Level Mark | Descriptor
0 No rewardable material.

Level 1 | 1-2 |« A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
is selected but is unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

* Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

* Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AO1).

Level 2 | 3-5 * A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
selected, most of which is used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

* Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

 Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
1indarctandina (AN1)

Level 3 | 6-8 |« A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is

carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and uunderstanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understanding (AO1).

© Pearson Education 2023
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Explore

Demonstrate understanding by
investigating different reasons,
concepts and ideas.

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

Recommended timings
8 minutes (AS)
10 minutes (A level)

1 Select relevant points to show knowledge — accurate and relevant

points made in relation to the focus of the question.

4 Include a range of points.

L Use specialist language, key terms and key terminology correctly.

O Keep their answer sustained and focused throughout.

O Develop their points to show depth in their understanding.

© Pearson Education 2023
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings
8 minutes (AS)
10 minutes (A level)

Explore the key ideas associated with the problem of suffering.

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
is selected but is unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately

(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key

religious ideas and beliefs with some i
Provides a superficial understanding o

Indicative content

beliefs (AO1).

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist langv
selected, most of which is used appro
inaccuracies (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addres:
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).
Develops key religious ideas and belie
understanding (AQ1).

Level 3

6-8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist
carefully selected and used appropriat
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and uunderstanding addre
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).
Comprehensively develops key religio
depth of understanding (AO1).

8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge,
understanding and specialist language and terminology when
responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

Some suffering may be related to responsible agents who cause
suffering, including God.

Some instances of natural suffering are not man-made, such as
earthquakes, and God seems to lack the power to alleviate the
suffering.

These types of suffering raise issues about the attributes of God of
omniscience, omnipotence and omnibenevolence.

The inconsistent triad highlights the idea that the attributes of God
are inconsistent with suffering.

The combination of moral and non-moral suffering highlights the
problem of the scale of suffering.

© Pearson Education 2023
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Recommended timings
8 minutes (AS)

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions 10 minutes (4 level

Explore the key ideas associated with the problem of suffering.

farwm«c o Aisede, whiitr mvel el «a
[akkq/&; umens <9 TIThry Cr L —
——(—jJ fwﬁ@____._.____ o helped ol q/v cond
e V*wr i the ,(‘ eSS OC R
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8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Recommended timings
8 minutes (AS)
10 minutes (A level)

Level

Mark

Descriptor

0

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-2

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology
is selected but is unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately
(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies (AO1).

Provides a superficial understanding of key religious ideas and
beliefs (AO1).

Level 2

3-5

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
selected, most of which is used appropriately with some
inaccuracies (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a depth of
understanding (AO1).

Level 3

6-8

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Knowledge and uunderstanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understanding (AO1).

© Pearson Education 2023
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Recommended timings

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions

Explore how the Qur’an is understood as the revelation of Allah. I

8 minutes (AS)
10 minutes (A level)

Indicative content

8 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge
and understanding using specialist language and
terminology when responding to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

e It is seen as the final and complete revelation of Allah, which
helps humanity to understand the importance of submission to
Allah.

e It is seen as the direct word of Allah, which was delivered to
his messenger by the angel Jibril.

e It was revealed to the 'seal of the prophets’ Muhammad over a
number of years.

e It is a guide for life and a basis of Shari'ah law, which ensures
that Muslims can live in accordance with the revelation of
Allah.

e The Qur'an brings together the messages of all of the prior
prophets and confirms their messages.
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Recommended timings
8 minutes (AS)

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions 10 mintes (A level

Explore how the Qur’an is understood as the revelation of Allah.

The Qur’an was revealed to Muhammad over a period that began during the Night of Power. It is
understood to be the revelation of Allah delivered to Muhammad by the Angel Jibril. It has unique
status because it is believed to be the actual words of Allah giving the eternal, true, final and
complete message of Allah. It is seen to confirm and follow on from Allah’s original message to
earlier prophets; putting right the corruption that had occurred to this original message and is
showing humans the importance of submitting to Allah.

Rippin argues that the Qur’an is at the focal point of the Islamic faith, playing a major role in
devotion, worship and prayer whilst providing legal and social guidance with religious laws
(Shariah). In the Qur’an Allah also lays down and commands adherence to rituals such as the five
pillars to provide the spiritual focus that will enable Muslims to fully submit themselves to Allah and
reflect this in their daily lives.

David Waines claims that the revelation has been reflected orally in a Muslim’s daily routine and
this also exists to the present day. Parts of the Qur’an are included in daily prayers and recited at
night during rituals that take place during Ramadan as well as during other festivals and formal
events. Its importance can be noted in the fact that the bismillah is spoken at the beginning and end
of life: in the ear of the new born baby and person who is dying. The Qur’an is regarded as the final
revelation of Allah and hence Muhammad is known as the Seal of the Prophets. There will be no
other revelatory words from Allah to further Prophets.
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Recommended timings
8 minutes (AS)

8-mark ‘Explore’ Questions 10 mintes (A level

Explore how the Qur’an is understood as the revelation of Allah. |

The Qur’an was revealed to Muhammad over a period that began during the Night of Power. It is
understood to be the revelation of Allah delivered to Muhammad by the Angel Jibril. It has unique
status because it is believed to be the actual words of Allah giving the eternal, true, final and
complete message of Allah. It is seen to confirm and follow on from Allah’s original message to
earlier prophets; putting right the corruption that had occurred to this original message and is

P

Level 3

6-8 |e A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology is
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

* Knowledge and uunderstanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs (AO1).

» Comprehensively develops key religious ideas and beliefs to show a
depth of understanding (AO1).

this also exists to the present day. Parts of the Qur’an are included in daily prayers and recited at
night during rituals that take place during Ramadan as well as during other festivals and formal
events. Its importance can be noted in the fact that the bismillah is spoken at the beginning and end
of life: in the ear of the new born baby and person who is dying. The Qur’an is regarded as the final
revelation of Allah and hence Muhammad is known as the Seal of the Prophets. There will be no
other revelatory words from Allah to further Prophets.
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Recommended timings
10 minutes (AS)

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions 20 minutes (A evel

Assess Requires reasoned argument of
factors to reach a judgement
regarding their importance/relevance
to the question context.

Assess the view that the differences between Shi’a and Sunni Islam are only a matter
of succession. l
Assess the claim that religious approaches to same-sex relationships have been
influenced by social and cultural changes. '
Assess the view that vipassana is the most effective form of meditation '
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Recommended timings
10 minutes (AS)

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions 20 minutes (A leve

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-4

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
Information/issues are identified (AO2).

Judgements are supported by generalised arguments (AO2).

Level 2

Level 3

5-8

9-12

A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,
most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AO2).

Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made
(AO2).

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question (AO2).

*At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks © Pearson Education 2023
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Recommended timings
10 minutes (AS)

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions 20 minutes (A leve)

Assess Requires reasoned argument of
factors to reach a judgement
regarding their importance/relevance
to the question context.

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

O Unpick the question and select relevant knowledge in relation to the
guestion.

0 Select and use relevant specialist language.

O Discuss different arguments/perspectives.

O Show a range of knowledge — draw on knowledge to support arguments
with relevant and accurate reasons.

1 Keep the answer sustained and focused throughout.

O Develop points fully (more than one simple development) to achieve
chains of reasoning to support judgements put forward.

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks © Pearson Education 2023
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Recommended timings
10 minutes (AS)

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions 20 minutes (A evel

Assess the claim that religious approaches to same-sex relationships have been
influenced by social and cultural changes.

Indicative content

4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and
evaluation. Candidates will be required to demonstrate
knowledge and understanding using specialist language and
terminology when responding to the question, and in meeting
AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to
AO1.

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks

There have been changes in approaches to same-sex relationships
such as decriminalisation of homosexuality, civil partnerships, same-
sex marriages.

Since World War 1I, there have been social and cultural changes in
family structures and moral perspectives, as well as advances in
biology and psychology.

There have also been changes in religious approaches, such as
blessing of same-sex marriages or employment of openly
homosexual clergy.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing
analytical and evaluative skills to address the question. Such
responses will be underpinned by their use of knowledge and
understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

e The 1967 decriminalisation of homosexuality did not lead to
immediate change in religious thinking, which suggests that not all
religious approaches change in tandem with social and cultural
changes.

« Many religious approaches continue to be based on teaching of
sacred texts, which are deemed immutable, which may be though to
prevent religious approaches from keeping pace with social and
cultural changes.

* Religious teaching in sacred texts has great authority, however it
has always been influenced by social and cultural factors, so it is not
just a modern phenomenon.

e There has been religious re-evaluation of the teaching on same-sex
relationships, which suggests religions believe it is essential for the

emotional and spiritual wellbeing of individuals and communities and

not simply paying lip service to social trends.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to
ain marks beyond the top of Level 1.
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Recommended timings
10 minutes (AS)

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions 20 minutes (A level

Assess the claim that religious approaches to same-sex relationships have been
influenced by social and cultural changes.
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Recommended timings
10 minutes (AS)

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions 20 minutes (A level

Assess the claim that religious approaches to same-sex relationships have been
influenced by social and cultural changes. I
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Level 2 5-8 « A range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are selected,

most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies (AO1).
» Deconstructs religious information/issues, which lead to a simplistic chain
of reasoning (AQ2).

* Judgements of a limited range of elements in the question are made

(AQ2).
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* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks
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Recommended timings
10 minutes (AS)

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions 20 minutes (A leve)

Assess the view that vipassana is the most effective form of meditation

Indicative content

4 marks AO1, 8 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

+ Vipassana meditation is a deeper form of meditation undertaken by devotees
who are advanced in or on the path to enlightenment.

« Insight meditation is a profound focused concentration of the mind with its
associated detachment from the immediate world around us.

+ There are other forms of meditation such as samatha, which may be seen as
effective.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

« It can be argued that samatha is more accessible, which therefore might be
more effective as a pathway to vipassana, as it is practised by more people.

+« \ipassana is insight meditation, which is an integral part of the middle way and
the search for enlightenment, and the concentration necessary for vipassana
indicates that only those who are on the path to enlightenment can begin to
understand it.

+ \ipassana meditation is the meditation for which most other types are only
preparation, therefore it is most effective as all other types find their fulfilment
in the practice of vipassana.

« Insight meditation requires far more concentration than any other form of
meditation, and the almost exclusive practice of vipassana suggests its
aspirational value for achieving enlightenment.

Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain
marks beyond the top of Level 1.

*At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks
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Recommended timings
10 minutes (AS)

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions 20 minutes (A leve)

Assess the view that vipassana is the most effective form of meditation

Vipassana is one of two types of meditation carried out by Buddhists the other more simple is samatha
meditation. It could be argued that vipassana is the most effective form of meditation because it is
within vipassana that a Buddhist applys and understands the Dhama in their own life. Vipassana or
Insight meditation is when Buddhist analyse topics such as the four noble truths and see how this
implicates them directly. It is when they look at the Buddhas teachings and personalise them. This is
what the Buddha taught to do as he didn’t agree with blind faith as ignorance is one of the three
poisons and vipassana meditation helps overcome ignorance. However samatha meditation could be
seen as more effective as it combats two out of the three poisons. Both hatred and greed are subdued
In samatha meditation when the focus is on metta (loving kindness) or karuna (compassion). Samatha
Is the more simple of the two as it can just be breathing meditation. Its focus is on mindfulness and
expressing good meaningful emotions instead of desires and by doing that you overcome negative
unhelpful emotions. On the other hand, vipassana may still be the most effective as it is through
vipassana meditation that the Buddha Gautama reached nirvana. He while thinking about experiences
in his own life and what he had learnt saw flashes of past lives and the truth of the world. As
enlightenment and nirvana are the main aims of Buddhis the meditation that leads directly to it must be
the most effective. To conclude, while samatha meditation is helpful in mindfulness practice and
overcoming greed and desire vipassana is the most effective. This is because it is personal to everyone
it overcomes ignorance and most importantly it is through vipassana meditation the Buddha reached
nirvana.

* At AS level, ‘Assess’ questions are worth 9 marks © Pearson Education 2023 52



Recommended timings
10 minutes (AS)

12-mark ‘Assess’ Questions 20 minutes (A leve)

Assess the view that vipassana is the most effective form of meditation

Vipassana is one of two types of meditation carried out by Buddhists the other more simple is samatha
meditation. It could be argued that vipassana is the most effective form of meditation because it is
within vipassana that a Buddhist applys and understands the Dhama in their own life. Vipassana or
Insight meditation is when Buddhist analyse topics such as the four noble truths and see how this
implicates them directly. It is when they look at the Buddhas teachlngs and personallse them. This is
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pOi Level 3 | 9-12 « A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are e
see carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained ed
throughout (AO1).

!n : ¢ Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent ha
IS t and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

exf ¢ Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of

unl elements in the question (AO2).

vipassana meditation that the Buddha Gautama reached nirvana. He while thinking about experiences
in his own life and what he had learnt saw flashes of past lives and the truth of the world. As
enlightenment and nirvana are the main aims of Buddhis the meditation that leads directly to it must be
the most effective. To conclude, while samatha meditation is helpful in mindfulness practice and
overcoming greed and desire vipassana is the most effective. This is because it is personal to everyone
it overcomes ignorance and most importantly it is through vipassana meditation the Buddha reached
nirvana.
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Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

Clarify

Identify key ideas and explain key
concepts.

It is clear from the foregoing, that Hinduism is not an exclusive religion. In it there is
room for the worship of all the prophets of the world. It is not a missionary religion

in the ordinary sense of the world. It is not a missionary religion in the ordinary sense
of the term. It has no doubt absorbed many tribes in its fold, but this absorption

has been of an evolutionary imperceptible character. Hinduism tells every one to
worship God according to his own faith or dharma, and so it lives at peace with all
the religions.

That being my conception of Hinduism, | have never been able to reconcile myself to

untouchability.

(Source: Extract adapted from ‘Hindu Dharma, M. K. Gandhi; Whitfield, F,, 1977, 'Indian ethics,
Bilimoria, P, 2001, Edexcel Anthology)

Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about Gandhi’s position on religious
tolerance in Hinduism.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

10:30°A man was going down from Jerusalem to Jericho, when he was attacked by
robbers. They stripped him of his clothes, beat him and went away, leaving him half
dead.

31 A priest happened to be going down the same road, and when he saw the man,
he passed by on the other side.

32 So too, a Levite, when he came to the place and saw him, passed by on the other
side.

33 But a Samaritan, as he travelled, came where the man was; and when he saw him,
he took pity on him.

34 He went to him and bandaged his wounds, pouring on oil and wine. Then he put
the man on his own donkey, brought him to an inn and took care of him.

35 The next day he took out two denarii and gave them to the innkeeper. ‘Look after
him, he said, ‘and when I return, | will reimburse you for any extra expense you may
have!

(Source: Extract from the Holy Bible, New International Version, Copyright © 1973, 1978,
1984, International Bible Society, Luke 10: 30-35, Edexcel Anthology)

) Clarify the ethical teachings illustrated in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
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10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

There are challenges
associated with how it would
be regulated

Euthanasia is regulated
by the law

A'third party in law rofers to any agent otfier than the principal agent and in the

ca =urtttartasia this would generally phean a doctor (sometimes also referred to
as the physman) For all practlcal purpdses if euthanasna is to be justified at all it has
to be considered as part of me . o fo @asQn ear that any other

adopts would be regarded as untenakie, The con5|derat|on of euthanasna at prese
is rightly a medical issue:-Put simply it is this: should a doctor kill his patients in-some
circumstances?

(Source: Extract adapted from 'Issues of Life and Death’ - Chapter 4, ‘Euthanasia and Doctor’s
Ethics; Wilcockson, M., Hodder, 1999, Edexcel Anthology)

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about euthanasia.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

Attitudes to euthanasia are
constantly changing

Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

How to teach candidates
to use the extract in Q3a

1. Read the extract fully.

2. Circle, highlight or

underline key concepts
or ideas.

Proceed to answer the
guestion, using the key
concepts/ideas identified
in the extract/s as
‘springboards’.

Explain and expand
these concepts/ideas,
developing each one to
demonstrate knowledge
of the topic.
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Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

Clarify

Identify key ideas and explain key
concepts.

Level

Mark

Descriptor

No rewardable material.

Level 1

1-3

A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminologyare
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately(AO1).
Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are notdirectly
linked to the extract (AO1).

Level 2

Level 3

4-6

Arange of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, most of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1).

Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed, however it is not fully developed (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key
religious ideas and beliefs and are linked in most cases ta reference
from the extract (AO1).

A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AQ1).

Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
detailed and fully developed (AO1).

Knowledge and understanding addresses a broad range of key
religious ideas and beliefs and are fully linked to references fromthe
extract (AQ1).
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Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

Clarify

Identify key ideas and explain key
concepts.

To achieve a Level 3 students must:

L Show their knowledge in relation to the topic.

O Use key terminology/language (the extract can support this).

O Select relevant information to answer the question (the extract can

support this).

O Give detailed and developed answers — expand on their annotations
from the extract. Fully explain each.

O Link key ideas/concepts to references from the extract.
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Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

20 Once, on being asked by the Pharisees when the kingdom of God would come,
Jesus replied, “The coming of the kingdom of God is not something that can be
observed, 2! nor will people say, ‘Here it is, or ‘There it is, because the kingdom of God
is in your midst.”

22 Then he said to his disciples, “The time is coming when you will long to see one of
the days of the Son of Man, but you will not see it. 2 People will tell you, ‘There he is!’
or ‘Here he is!" Do not go running off after them. 2% For the Son of Man in his day will
be like the lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other.
25 But first he must suffer many things and be rejected by this generation...

31 On that day no one who is on the housetop, with possessions inside, should go
down to get them. Likewise, no one in the field should go back for anything...

(Source: Quote from New International Translation, Luke 17:20-35)

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the nature of the arrival of the
Kingdom of God as expressed in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
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Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the nature of the arrival of the
Kingdom of God as expressed in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

Question Indicative content
number
3(a) 10 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding
to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

In this passage Jesus suggests the Kingdom of God is in some sense already ‘in
your midst’.

He explains ‘it is not something that can be observed’ with normal signs.

Jesus also warns that there will be false claims about the impending arrival of
the Kingdom when he says ‘People will tell you, ‘There he is!” or ‘Here he is!’ Do
not go running off after them.’

The coming days of the Son of Man will have an apocalyptic nature according to
this description as it says ‘For the Son of Man in his day will be like the
lightning, which flashes and lights up the sky from one end to the other’.

Jesus alludes to the suffering of the Son of Man that is required first, to usher
in the Kingdom of God - *he must suffer many things’.

The response to the arrival of the Kingdom will need to be instant, there is no
time for procrastination and as Jesus is giving advice on what will happen and
how to respond it suggests it is imminent.
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Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the nature of the arrival of the
Kingdom of God as expressed in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
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Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about the nature of the arrival of the
Kingdom of God as expressed in this passage.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

This_posiage ashs the queston obout the empty
Tomb_wdirectty by Jeoking at how Tosegh of Hrimathea

miakt HE in with what we knwo Fomt the narraties .

Level 1 1-3 | » A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminologyare
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).

» Knowledge and understanding of key religious ideas and beliefs is
superficial (AO1).

» Knowledge and understanding addresses a narrow range of key

religious ideas and beliefs with some inaccuracies that are notdirectly
linked to the extract (AO1).

od
Supset . There s no evidence Hhie war cafried opk

Pron Mo Would Yove asked for all theet Wodies .
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Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

O ye people! Adore your Guardian-Lord, who created you and those who came before
you, that ye may have the chance to learn righteousness; Who has made the earth
your couch, and the heavens your canopy; and sent down rain from the heavens; and
brought forth therewith Fruits for your sustenance; then set not up rivals unto Allah
when ye know [the truth]... We said: “Get ye down all from here; and if, as is sure,
there comes to you Guidance from me, whosoever follows My guidance, on them
shall be no fear, nor shall they grieve. O Children of Israel! call to mind the [special]
favour which | bestowed upon you, and fulfil your covenant with Me as I fulfil My
Covenant with you, and fear none but Me.

(Source: Quote from Surah2: 21-47, The Holy Qur'an, Abdullah Yusuf Ali © 2000 Wordsworth Editions)
3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about Muslim teachings about Allah.

You must refer to the passage in your response.
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Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about Muslim teachings about Allah.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

Question Indicative content
number
3(a) 10 marks AO1

AO1 will be used by candidates to demonstrate knowledge and
understanding and specialist language and terminology when responding
to the question.

Candidates may refer to the following.

As well as being the creator of the world, Allah sustains the world and all things
in it = Allah continues to sustain humanity by providing everything to meet
human needs suggested by ‘Who has made the earth your couch’.

Allah is especially characterised by his mercy and compassion towards all his
creation.

The appropriate response to the characteristics of Allah is overwhelming
gratitude and worship suggested by *‘Adore your Guardian-Lord’.

The most important concept about Allah for Muslims is tawhid, or oneness,
which means only Allah should be worshipped.

Allah can be known and experienced through the natural world as he has ‘sent
down rain from the heavens; and brought forth therewith Fruits for your
sustenance’.

All forms of idolatry, which means associating anything or anyone with Allah
are rejected, as Allah is the only God and has no equal and Muslims are to ‘set
not up rivals unto Allah when ye know [the truth].’
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3a.

Recommended timing
15 minutes (A level)

10-mark ‘Clarify’ Questions

3 (a) Clarify the ideas illustrated in this passage about Muslim teachings about Allah.

You must refer to the passage in your response.

The idea that God is All-Loving is evident from it saying “Your Guardian lord” showing that
God loves you enough to actually look after and protect you if something was to happen.
Then it goes on to talk about God being the provider as He "has made the earth your couch
and the heavens your canopy; and sent down rain from the heavens; and brought forth
therewith fruit for your sustenance”, and this idea is one of the central messages that we
get from this passage, because it also strengthens the idea that God is All — Loving because
the only reason that God would do all this for us is because he loves us, as all he does is for
our benefit as He is sustaining life. Then we see the ideas of life and death, and Gods
mastery over all as he “created you and those who came before you”, as He is telling us that
with him looking over us we will flourish and be sustained and as life goes on the previsions
that God gives us in this world starts to diminish and we die. Both points are then
strengthened by the ideas that we take from surah Rahman, where God says “And how can
you deny the favours of your lord?” telling us that everything that we see and have is by his
whims.

We are also given one of the most central messages in Islam when God says “the set not up
rivals unto Allah when ye know the truth”, this idea of shirk (associating partners with God)
is something that is a big sin, especially if you know that he is one. God also tells us that

these people are not within his guidance, and only those with his guidance will have no fear.

Part of the passage also talks about, Ihsaan, that worshiping Allah as if you see if and if you
don’t see him to know that he is there, you would then have the hadith of Jibrael to then
back this up as these ideas are said there to be the fundamental structure of the religion.

Most of the passage can be taken back to one idea of remembrance, as God is trying to get
you to remember the favours that he has done for you and by extension to remember him.
Where it says “and fulfil your covenant with me as | fulfil my covenant with you” this is
talking about Raz-e-alast the covenant that was taken between the souls and God, where
God asked us “Am | not your lord” and we replied with “Yes, we testify you are our lord”.
This is not the only place that God is telling us to remember, he also uses the section where
it says “who created you and those who came before you” to remind us that people have
come and gone and that we are not in this dunya (world) for a long time as we need to take
“the chance to learn righteousness”. God also reminds us of all the favours that he has done
for us in order to make our lives easier and make it easier for us to remember him, for
example when He talks about the favours bestowed upon the children of Israel, He is talking
about the Manna was salwah (the food from the heavens) that was given to the children of
Israel to make it easy for them. This is also shown from “who had made the earth your
couch... Fruits for your sustenance” telling us that God doesn’t want us to be in a position
where we can’t remember him because everything that we have is something that He gave
us so we should be able to remember Him in something.
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Recommended timings
20 minutes (AS)

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 30 minutes (A level

Analyse Deconstruct information and/or
issues to find connections and
provide logical chains of reasoning in
order to make judgements regarding
their importance/relevance to the
question context.

Analyse submission to the will of Allah as the central message of the Qur’an.

Analyse the extent to which the categorical imperative serves as a reliable
foundation for moral decision making. ‘

Analyse the difficulties a Buddhist may face with putting ahimsa into practice.
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions

Recommended timings
20 minutes (AS)
30 minutes (A level)

Level Mark Descriptor
0 Mo rewardable material.
Level 1 1-4 « A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected but are unlikely to be used appropriately or accurately (AO1).
» Information/issues are selected (AOD2).
« Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
question (AD2).
» Judgements are supported by generic arguments (AD2).
Level 2 | 5-8 » A limited range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
selected, some of which are used appropriately with some inaccuracies
(AO1). Level 4 | 13-16 [+ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
: E:T::;SEE:_E:J carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
(AO2) throughout (AO1).
. ]udge;'nents o » Deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent and logical
. chains of reasoning (AO2).
little or no att « Makes connections between a wide range of elements in the question
Level 3 | 9-12 » A range of knc (AD2).
most of which « Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
» Deconstructs 1 elements in the guestion, which are supported by the appraisal of some
reasoning (AO evidence (AD2).
* Mak:tg cnn;;;l Level 5 | 17-20 [+ A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
?uj an [t | carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
* UCQEMENLS o throughout {AO1).
which are sup

Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (A02).

Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question
(AD2].

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the question, which are fully supported by the
comprehensive appraisal of evidence (AQ2).
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Recommended timings
20 minutes (AS)

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 30 minutes (A level

Analyse

Deconstruct information and/or
issues to find connections and
provide logical chains of reasoning in
order to make judgements regarding
their importance/relevance to the
question context.

To achieve a Level 5 students must:

O Unpick the question and include relevant knowledge in relation to the

guestion.

O Select and use relevant specialist language, key terms and key

terminology correctly.

O Show a range of knowledge — draw on knowledge to support arguments
with relevant and accurate reasons.

O Discuss different arguments/perspectives and appraise these.
0 Keep the answer sustained and focused throughout.
O Develop points fully (more than one simple development) to achieve

chains of reasoning to support judgements put forward.
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Recommended timings
20 minutes (AS)

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 30 minutes (A level

Analyse the claim that there is no historical evidence for the resurrection of Jesus.

Indicative content

5 marks AO1, 15 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
when responding to the question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors
described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

« Historical questions about the burial of Jesus and the discovery of the empty
tomb demand an adequate explanation.

e The post mortem appearances of Jesus experienced by different individuals
and groups indicate a resurrection event.

e The disciples’ belief in the resurrection of Jesus is contrary to some Jewish
beliefs about the general resurrection at the end of the world.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

e The burial of Jesus is noted by early independent sources and scholars concur
that Jesus was buried by Joseph of Arimathea; therefore the empty tomb adds
weight to the hypothesis that Jesus had risen from the dead.

« The evidence for Jesus’ bodily resurrection is difficult to ignore because of the
empty tomb ‘where the grave clothes were left behind’ which presents evidence
against the claim there is no historical evidence for this event.

e The historicity of the resurrection of Jesus depends on the quality of the
evidence and the account of the bodily resurrection of Jesus in Luke strongly
supports Jesus’ bodily resurrection: ‘a Ghost does not have flesh and bones, as
you see [ have'.

o Although scholars differ in their analysis of the resurrection narrative, the fact
that New Testament accounts very clearly deny that the resurrected lesus was
a ghost or resuscitated corpse, strongly supports the view of an historical
resurrection.

« Sanders’ view, that the reported experiences of encounters with a living but
transformed Jesus who had actually died is strong evidence for belief that the
resurrection event actually happened, is valid because there is no reported
contrary evidence.

+ Some scholars have critically deconstructed the New Testament narrative.
Alternative explanations for the resurrection belief can be offered due to the
conflicting accounts which can only undermine any historical credibility.

« Candidates who show achievement only against AO1 will not be able to gain
marks beyond the bottom of Level 1.
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20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions

Recommended timings
20 minutes (AS)
30 minutes (A level)

Analyse the claim that there is no historical evidence for the resurrection of Jesus.
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Recommended timings
20 minutes (AS)

20-mark ‘Analyse’ Questions 30 mintes (A level

Analyse the claim that there is no historical evidence for the resurrection of Jesus. F
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carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AO1).

» Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AO2).

» Makes connections between the full range of elements in the question

» Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elements in the guestion, which are fully supported by the
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Recommended timing
40 minutes (A level)

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions

Evaluate Review/analyse information, bringing
it together to form a
conclusion/judgement based on
strengths/weaknesses, alternatives,
relevant data or information. Come
to a supported judgement of a
subject’s qualities and relation to its
context.

Evaluate the significance of justification for salvation that emerged during
the Reformation.

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in
Christianity have been influenced by one of the following:

Evaluate the impact on Guru Nanak'’s beliefs, values and teachings of the existing

' Phi.lo.sophy of Re_ligion thought and practices of his time.
« Religion and Ethics.
In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Sikhism

Y have been influenced by one of the following:

« Philosophy of Religion
Religion and Ethics
New Testament Studies.

Evaluate the ways in which Orthodox and Reform Judaism express religious identity. |

In your response to this question, you must include how developments in Judaism
have been influenced by one of the following:

+ Philosophy of Religion
+ Religion and Ethics
+  New Testament Studies.
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Recommended timing
40 minutes (A level)

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions

Level Mark | Descriptor
4] Mo rewardable material.
Levell |1-8 = A narrow range of knowledge, specialist language and terminclogy are
selected but are unlikely to be used approprately or accurately (A01).
= Infarmationfisswes are identified (AD2).
& Makes basic connections between a limited range of elements in the
guestion [AD2).
: jﬁgggﬂ:mj S Level 4 [ 19-24 A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
. Condusions are carefully selected, most of which are used appropriately and accurately
: throughout (AOL).
Lewal 2 | 7-12 |« A limited range X ¢ tion/i \sading t h t and loaical
selected, some Deconstructs religious informationfissues leading to coherent and logica
{AO1). chains of reasoning (A02).
« Deconstructs re| Makes connections batween a wide range of elemeants in the guestion
s  Makes connecti A2 ).
[AO2 ). Constrscts coherent and reasoned judgements of many but not all of
= Judgements of 3 i
(AG2) elerments in the question (A02).
3 - Reasoned judgements are supported by the appraisal of some evidence
® udgements ma ADI2
« Conclusions are ! )-
little or no atten Convincing conclusions are provided, which fully and logically draw
Lewel 3 | 13-18 |« Arange of kno together ideas and are partislly justified (AD2].
most of which 8l Level 5 | 25-30 A wide range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
* Deconstructs rel carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
ﬂf;ﬂ"ﬂﬂ" reasoni throughout {AO01].
. queﬂlm':f[ngng Critically deconstructs religious information/issues leading to coherent
. Judgemenrs.-nf; and logical chains of reasoning (AD2).
(ADZ). Makes connections between the full range of elements in the guestion
= Judgements are [AO2).
» Conclusions are Constructs coherent and reasoned judgerments of the full range of
partially iustified elements in the question [AD2).

Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive
appraisal of evidence (ADZ].

Convincing conclusicns are provided, which fully and logically draw
together ideas and are fully justified {02},
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Recommended timing
40 minutes (A level)

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions

Evaluate Review/analyse information, bringing
it together to form a
conclusion/judgement based on
strengths/weaknesses, alternatives,
relevant data or information. Come
to a supported judgement of a
subject’s qualities and relation to its
context.

To achieve a Level 5 students must:

O Unpick the question and use relevant knowledge in relation to the question
including relevant specialist language correctly.

O Show a range of knowledge — draw on knowledge to support arguments
with relevant and accurate reasons.

O Discuss different arguments/perspectives and appraise these.
O Keep the answer sustained and focused throughout.

O Develop points fully (more than one simple development) to achieve chains
of reasoning to support judgements put forward.

O Draw together arguments in a conclusion which brings the answer together.

O Include synoptic links which draw from other papers of the course.
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Recommended timing
40 minutes (A level)

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions

Evaluate the view that Utilitarianism continues to offer a useful way of resolving
moral dilemmas. Use knowledge and understanding from across your course of study

to answer this question.

Indicative content
5 marks AO1, 25 marks AO2

AO1 will be used by candidates to underpin their analysis and evaluation.
Candidates will be required to demonstrate knowledge and understanding
using specialist language and terminology when responding to the
question, and in meeting AO2 descriptors described below.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO1.

« Utilitarianism is based on principles of utility and hedonism, which place the
wishes of the majority in a position of key importance when making moral
decisions.

« Utilitarianism has developed into several forms, including preference and
negative Utilitarianism, allowing its flexible use over many decades.

e Adaptations of Utilitarianism have given it a cultural and intellectual relevance,
meeting the challenge of religious moral theories with a valid alternative.

AO2 requires candidates to develop their answers showing analytical and
evaluative skills to address the question. Such responses will be
underpinned by their use of knowledge and understanding.

Candidates may refer to the following in relation to AO2.

« Utilitarianism is based on principles that never become irrelevant, this makes it
continuingly valid in the moral world.

« The pressure of the majority on moral agents to make reliable and popular

moral decisions is reflected in social and political structures, as well as in

personal/private moral situations, therefore Utilitarianism has perennial value

as an intuitive means of making moral decisions.

« Utilitarianism is a single factor theory that does not take into account other
valuable ethical approaches, such as concerns for duty, love or compassion,
therefore moral agents may feel that it fails to take into consideration equally
and conceivably, more important issues that need to be part of moral decision
making.

« Applications of Utilitarianism, such as Strong Rule Utilitaranism, cannot be
distinguished from other theoretical approaches such as deontology, and this
therefore weakens the integrity of teleslogical principles of Utilitarianism.

« Utilitarianism was devised as a way of dealing with large-scale moral issues,
therefore it fails entirely to offer guidance in moral dilemmas, which essentially
are of concern only to the individual.

+ In a study of sacred texts, the application of key principles to a believing
community is central, therefore parallels can be drawn with Utilitarianism as the
moral imperative to work for the good of the majority, not the glamour or
convenience of the individuals (this shows links with New Testament Studies).

« Utilitarianism emerged at a time when there was a great emphasis on the role
of reason, however debates in Philosophy of Religion in the 20th century about
religious and ethical language pose significant challenge to this and other
ethical theories (this shows links with Philosophy of Religion).

« Utilitarianism represents a secular theoretical approach to moral decision
making, however this deliberately refutes religious perspectives of the world
and morality, for example divine command ethics, which is of great importance
in world religions (this shows links with the Study of Religion).

Candidates who show achievement only against A01 will not be able to gain marks
beyond the top of Level 1.

Candidates who do not show links with another area of their course of study will
not be able to gain marks beyond the top of Level 4.
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Recommended timing
40 minutes (A level)

-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions

Evaluate the view that Utilitarianism continues to offer a useful way of resolving
moral dilemmas. Use knowledge and understanding from across your course of study

to answer this question.

Unlitarianism a widely used idea that teleological theories are based on purpose, end, function
and goals; whether an action is right or wrong depends of the outcome. This consequentialist
ethical theory is aceredited to Jeremy Bentham and John Stuart Mill, bath leading figures, and

reformers, in intellectual thought of poliies and sociology.

Bentham established the principle of utlity, influenced by intellectual and social factors such as
the Enlightenment and Industrial Revolution: it began the move away from a relimous way of
thinking to a scientific paradigm. The principle of unlity 1s the idea that where a decision 15 1o be
made the right action is the one that produces the greatest good for the greatest number; such
has the undertone of ‘is this moral action useful?”, as opposed to ‘is this moral action [inherently]
good?’. Most people generally aspire to this means of living, but it is often not possible to do so;
assessing the usefulness of every decision would take too long. It did, however, influence
important 19" century social reforms, like the factory acts and prison conditions. Tt is now
considered as a practical and pragmatic ethical theory which continues to evolve in
contemporary ethical decision making siniations. It has been an approach aken in recent events,
such as throughout the pinnacle of the refugee crisis. This shows the universability of the theory

— it 15 timeless.

There have been references of utlitarianism for centuries, dating back to before the ministry of
Jesus Christ. John 15:13 sees Jesus telling his disciples that, No greater love has any man than
this, to lay down his life for his frends’. In this way, he is telling them they were his fnends,
whom he 1s willing to lay his kfe down for (as he also confesses of his sheep (John 10:13)). This
is the whole basis of John's Gospel — that Jesus, who is free of sin, is crucified for the greater
good of the wordd. The theme continues in John 11:50. Caraphas, the high priest, states that, ‘you
do not realize that it 15 better for you that one man die for the people than that the whole nation
perish’. This 1s utlitarianism at its most explicit. He is teaching that the death of one man 1s
better for the majority, bringing the greatest happiness to the greatest number. Depending on

whether or not this verse is taken in context of the surrounding verses can hugely affect how it is

recerved. (n s own it seerms eo be a justificason for 2 morally wrong act o commir, yet when
taken in context it is seen that Camphas made the satement prophetically, meaning that he
simply expressed God's view and plan thar |esus must die for the greater prasd of the people.

Deespize ubhtananism's abelity 0 be appreciated across different religions and culiures as it
desesn't noed prioe beliefs abous rebipon or namre of the wordd, Chostans, paradoxically, often
diszeyand ustlitananism as it does not mvolve divane revelaion. Thes does not seem logical as
uiibitanianism effectvely underpins the whele relgnon and what it stands for: bonging the greatest
happiness to the greatest number. There are vanows troubles with their companhihiey, however.
Mamy Chnostans still bre by the poncple of Sanctity of Life (SOL) (the wbea that all life s sacred,
precuus and invaluable). This means that, even if something were to bring 2 greater good, it may
undermine SOL. For example, the concept of saviour siblings. From a utilhitanan perspective, if it
would benefit multiphe people, it = 2cceptable. But from a S01. perspective, the savicar sibling
would have reduced dygmaty and happiness, undermimang ther SO0 For this reason, some
Chostians may nat favour 2 uilitadan approach when attempiing to resolve moral dilemmas, as

will hawe been the way for hundreds of years.

Jeremy Bentham estabbished universal ethical hedonism. He peostulated that of an acton increases

pleasure, in 2 way that satisfies the maponty, then it s oght. Despite this being a subjective
wdealogy, as whar each person percerves as pleasurable varies, it suits large-scale decision making
{egr. the formason of lows). In an atternps to find 2 measure, or cotena, of projected happiness,
Bentham produced the Hedome Calouhes. This 15 a purely quantisarve means of messunng seven
factors: intensity, duration), certainty, propesguity, fecundity, extent, and punty. Peter Vardy and
Paul Grosch progese an example to help undersand the use of the calcuhe: a young marmed
woman i planning 2 ski top when she discovers she is pregnant. She must wse the hedonic
caleulus 15 decide what s the nght decision o make - choosing to abort the pregnancy m onder
o e shang would provade the woman with minos, sempomary pleasure, wheneas the loag-lastng,
mitense pleasure of having the child would ourweigh any minal dsappointments.

Diespise it bemng nameal and uanl to conader consequences of owtcome, there are, ineviebly,
flrws with the calcuhes. It is suggrested that it & o smplistc to belkere that our dove s solely
foor pleasure and happaness; there are thrgrs that we rate as more mportant. For example, Joan of
Arc did nest aggressively od France of the English for pleasure, but for something that she valued
miore highly. Egually, what one may pereerve as “right” or ‘good’, may, n face, be universally bad
{forr example, in the case of sadists or apists). Therefore, the caloulus leaves moom for vanous

hesrnibic, immioral sces to be jusnfied. Phlip Perar idensified this when stanngs that, s lgr as
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Recommended timing
40 minutes (A level)

30-mark ‘Evaluate’ Questions

Evaluate the view that Utilitarianism continues to offer a useful way of resolving
moral dilemmas. Use knowledge and understanding from across your course of study
to answer this question.

they promased the best consequences... It would forbed absohstely nothing: not mpe, not torture,

nest even murder’. The calcwlus can, therefore, appear to usnfy such ternble acts, as kg as it

can be argued that it maximse the pleasare of the majorisy. Despise this apparent psnBeanon

causing, potentially, ‘had” decisions to be made, for the indvidual eommitting the act, their moral
dilerma has been reslved. Such was seen, 23 prevesly menboned, in John 11:50, where
Caiaphas sugyrests that it is better for one man to die as it would be beneficial for the majonty.

This does not seem to be 25 a common of 2 use of the Hedonic Caloulus, yet s wse remains

open foe posabilisies.

Since whlitanansm’s first
accessible for modern de
that Bentham had made 2
desirable, supgesting that,
miterests'. Firstly, he prop
types of pleasure (Le. high
mivichoal make an mom
higrther pleasures, like pos
pestulannyr thaz, ‘it s beee
dissatisfied than a fool sal
they only know thetr o
sides”. Effectively, Mill i
fooaal) weall Ive @ muome sabis

better life, but that 15 mex

humans ha\.'.irq_l; a grasp on the ditterence beraeen igher pleasures and kover pleasurnes; those
thas apprecate the hgrher pleasures wall have greater sunsBetion than those thar do not. Such cin
encourage indivicheals i make decisions based on what would bring higher plessures, as opposed

e bemporary, minos pleasures {as ilhstrated in Vandy and Grosch's example).

Usilitarianism is classically able to adapt m each new sitation becanse it does not rely on fxed
and inflexible rules; its principles are abways applicable. Yet, Mill intoduced the idea of mle
usilitarianism, where moral actions should be guided by rules that everyone follows. These rules
have been established through trial and erme of humans and, if followed, lead to the greatest
overall happiness. These rules were then sphit in o ather “strong rule’ or “weak rule’
usilitarianism. Strong rule refers w rules that are have instrumental, universal value eg do nos

murder, whereas weak rule refers to rules that, under some crcumstances, can be broken e do

Lewel 5 | 25-30

A wibde range of knowledge, specialist language and terminology are
carefully selected and used appropriately, accurately and sustained
throughout (AOL).

Critically deconstructs religious information/fissues leading to coherent
and logical chains of reasoning (AD2).

Makes connections batween the full range of elements in the question
(AD2).

Constructs coherent and reasoned judgements of the full range of
elermnents In the question (ADZ).

Reasoned judgements are fully supported by the comprehensive
appraisal of evidence (A02).

Convincing conclusicns are provided, which fully and logically draw
together bdeas and are fully justified {AD2].

anyane, regardless of ome.

next kall. Both of these rube types are necessary, especially in today’s sociery. Lenkency is essenmal
m order to allow For free, autonomous decisions o be made, but stingent regulatons musst be in
place to keep a degree of control. In thes way, rule utibtaransm i deady applicable to real-kfe

situatons becawse it doesn't generalise and recognises the complexity of life. Strong rule

with
ples.

SCISIon b

er a decision
ys be

rvated by
wse such a

sing that

ve, blissfully

an wdeal way

on-making,

hich appeaks
4 under the

governance of two sovencgn masters, pain and pleasure. It s for them alone to point out what
we ought to do as well as to determime what we shall do.' This has not, and will never, change,

angd s the principles of whlitarianism will abwvays remam the same, leaving it @ be accessed by
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Summary

« Use the specification to inform your teaching — the specification is
the basis for the course and exam guestions are written from this.

« Use scholars and the anthology to support your teaching.

« Remember that AO2 is worth 60% of the marks at
A level — this skill needs to be embedded within teaching.

« Examiners will mark responses using a level-based mark scheme
and use a best-fit approach.

« Use the past papers, mark schemes and examiner reports to help
you get a feel of the marking expectations.

© Pearson Education 2023
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Places to get Pearson Edexcel material
and advice

The Pearson Edexcel website contains lots of materials, which have
been checked by senior examiners, including:

course planners

exemplar material

explanation of command words

past papers, mark schemes, examiner reports
marking guidance

recordings of past training events

schemes of work.

https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-

studies.html

© Pearson Education 2023
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https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/subjects/religious-studies.html

Subject Advisor support

Dedicated subject advisor: Susan Currey

Email: TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com

Phone: UK: 0344 463 2535
(Mon — Fri, 9am — 5pm GMT)

* Access the Religious Studies community

* Access the customer support portal

* Sign up to receive subject advisor updates

* Live chat via the 'contact us' page

* Find and book events

* Book an appointment with your subject advisor

© Pearson Education 2023
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mailto:TeachingReligiousStudies@pearson.com
https://support.pearson.com/uk/s/group/0F95p000000gS5TCAU/religious-studies
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/contact-us/teachers.html
https://qualifications.pearson.com/en/forms/subject-advisor-updates-for-teachers-and-tutors.html
http://qualifications.pearson.com/contactus
https://pdacademy.pearson.com/
https://outlook.office365.com/owa/calendar/MeetingwiththeEdexcelRSsubjectadvisor@pearsoneducationinc.onmicrosoft.com/bookings/
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