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Religious Studies  6RS01

Introduction
AS units of the new GCE2008 specifi cations were sat for the fi rst time in January 2009. As support for 
teachers, this booklet has been prepared as an exemplifi cation of how marks were awarded to the written 
paper for Religious Studies 6RS02 during the January 2009 examination. It features work produced by the 
candidates in the actual examination. It contains the questions and mark schemes, together with examples 
of student answers.  It gives the marks awarded for each exemplar response plus commentary by senior 
examiners. It does not include exemplars for every question on the paper, but only those where contrasting 
levels of response could be produced.
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Question 1(a)

Examiner Tip

There are various ways to answer this question. In part (a) some candidates may examine key ideas and then 
proceed to examine the strengths and some may intertwine the two demands simultaneously. Either method 
is appropriate, provided attention is paid to these two requirements. In part (b) explicit attention should be 
paid to the claim that the strengths and weaknesses are equally balanced. 
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Example scoring 28 marks (AO1 = 20 marks, AO2 = 8 marks)
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Examiner Comments

(i) The candidate presents a crisp, clear opening paragraph. There is a good range of scholars. The candidate selects 
key ideas and terms and consistently links these to strengths of the argument. In this part the candidate has 
presented a coherent and well-structured answer with appropriate attention to detail with an ability to manage 
the material in order to identify signifi cant features. It can be noted that candidates may score equally high marks 
by focusing on very good material from just one version of this argument. 



8

Religious Studies  6RS01



9

Religious Studies  6RS01

Examiner Comments

(ii) In the AO2 part of this question the candidate argues with reason and evidence in support of the view that the 
strengths and weaknesses are equally balanced.  Others may argue for different interpretations and such a range 
is acceptable provided there are sound reasons and effective use of evidence. The candidate considers alternative 
views such as those of the speakers in Hume’s Dialogues and views for and against Darwin. The concluding 
paragraph relates the material in part (ii) to the question with a clear summing up. This material is in level 4 
because the candidate evaluates alternative views with effective use of evidence and reason.
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Example scoring 20 marks (AO1 = 16 marks, AO2 = 4 marks)

Examiner Tip

Candidates should ensure there is explicit attention to the key words in a question such as ‘strengths’. There 
are no paragraph breaks in this answer and this is not good practice.
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Examiner Comments

(i) The candidate presents a good accounts of Aquinas, Paley and Swinburne. There is effective selection of 
signifi cant key ideas across all three philosophers with profi cient use of technical terms. The candidate has fi rst 
class material available, although in some instances this could be made more explicitly applicable to the question. 
For example, it would be quite helpful to use the expression ‘strengths’ in a more systematic manner.  There are no 
paragraph breaks between the material on Aquinas, Paley and Swinburne. This is an example of poor paragraphing 
techniques and this can be contrasted with the previous answer that displayed excellent paragraphing techniques. 
Overall this was just into level 4 given the quality of material on the scholars with good detail and effective 
explanations. A more targeted focus on strengths would have improved this answer to gain higher marks in level 4.
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Examiner Comments

(ii) AO2 is awarded the top of level 2. The candidate sets out some views with limited, but nevertheless appropriate 
evidence. The candidate states the question and focuses on views about analogies being both strengths and 
weaknesses. The candidate states the issues quite clearly but does not evaluate reasons for this situation nor does 
the candidate consider alternative stances.



15

Religious Studies  6RS01

Question 1(b)

Examiner Tip

In part (i) the question requires a focus on the distinctive ideas of the cosmological argument for the 
existence of God. Candidates may select a range of scholars or may concentrate on one or two philosophers 
but whatever method is used it is imperative to select and adapt material to the demands of this question.  In 
part (ii) candidates need to consider the extent to which this may be seen as a strong argument.
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Example scoring 19 marks (AO1 = 16 marks, AO2 = 3 marks)
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Examiner Comments

(i) This candidate displays a fi ne opening paragraph that shows clear focus on the question.  The candidate refers 
to a range of contributions and there is profi cient use of key terms with evidence of understanding the signifi cance 
of the main points. The overall quality of this work comes into level 4 because it is a coherent and well-structured 
examination with an ability to identify signifi cant features.  The standard could have been improved if there had 
been more evidence of explaining the signifi cance of key ideas. The candidate showed evidence of this in relation 
to Aquinas and Copleston but some of the remaining material lacked explanation of key ideas relevant to the 
question. In practice this may imply under exam conditions that one or two of the scholars mentioned could be 
omitted provided there was explicit attention to showing an understanding of the distinctive ideas.
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Examiner Comments

(ii) In AO2 the candidate refers to some weaknesses and some strengths  and shows a partial awareness of some 
issues. This could have been improved by setting out some reasons and evidence to support the line of thinking of 
the candidate and this could develop this material into level 3. 
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Example scoring 14 marks  (AO1 = 10 marks, AO2 = 4 marks)

Examiner Tip

It is important for candidates to select and unpack key terms rather than state the ideas in an argument. 
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Examiner Comments

In part (a) the candidate presents a basic account of Aquinas’ three ways which makes the meaning clear. The 
standard could have been improved if the candidate explained the signifi cance of the key concepts, rather than just 
referring to the concepts.
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Examiner Comments

In part (b) the candidate argues that is a fairly strong argument and briefl y considers alternatives. This is at the top 
of level 2 because it displays a partial awareness of some issues.
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Question 2(a)
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Example scoring 25 marks (AO1 = 16 marks, AO2 = 9 marks)

Examiner Tip

In part (a) the question requires candidates to select from their material in order to identify the key features 
of the problem of suffering and to examine the essential ideas of two solutions. In part (b) they need to 
manage their material in order to address the claim about suffering being a mystery with no solution.



26

Religious Studies  6RS01



27

Religious Studies  6RS01

Examiner Comments

In part (i) the candidate achieves level 4 because there is a coherent structure that focuses on signifi cant issues. 
The candidate uses technical terms in an intelligent manner with a commendable range of scholarly views. There 
is clear coverage of both parts of (a) in terms of showing an understanding of the key features of the problem 
together with sound management of material regarding two solutions.
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Examiner Comments

Part (ii) displays a very good evaluation of the claim about suffering being a mystery. The candidates weighs up a 
fi ne scope of different solutions and shows a critical appraisal of these alternative views. To the candidate’s credit 
there is a systematic focus on the demands of the question throughout the complexities of the material.
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Example scoring 13 marks  (AO1 = 10 marks, AO2 = 3 marks)

Examiner Tip

It is good practice to use scholarly views and to show evidence of understanding their ideas. However, 
candidates need to be cautious about merely writing names with the minimum of content and understanding. 
The following script shows evidence of sound scholarship but there is also a tendency to refer to various 
scholars with minimum evidence of understanding the signifi cance of the material.



31

Religious Studies  6RS01



32

Religious Studies  6RS01



33

Religious Studies  6RS01

Examiner Comments

In part (i) the candidate shows an understanding of some key terms with basic information about Augustine and 
Irenaeus. This is credited at level 2 because of the limited, basic material but is at the top of this level because 
there is a suffi cient degree of accuracy and insight relevant to the question.
Likewise part (ii) is at level 2 because there is a simple awareness of some issues but only a passing reference to 
the specifi c demands of this question. Various scholars are mentioned but with little critical analysis of their ideas.
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Question 2(b)
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Example scoring 21 marks (AO1 = 13 marks, AO2 = 8 marks)

Examiner Tip

Candidates need to be aware of the importance of paying suffi cient attention to the demands of both AO1 
and AO2. In this example, the candidate scores at level 3 for AO1 and achieves level 4 for AO2. The good 
practices in the better part could be developed to improve the other part, such as the importance of a clear 
structure using evidence to explain key ideas.



36

Religious Studies  6RS01



37

Religious Studies  6RS01

Examiner Comments

In part (i) the candidate identifi es some key ideas associated with miracles and selects some important reasons 
why some believe in miracles. This is presented in a basic manner without evidence of explaining key ideas in order 
to display a sound understanding of the content.
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There is only 1 example available for 2(b)

Examiner Comments

Part (ii) on the other hand shows considerable ability to debate and display a thorough understanding of the range 
of views. The candidate presents a clear structured argument with excellent attention to detail. The candidate 
weighs up a range of alternative views and achieves a mark at level 4.
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Question 3(a)
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Example scoring 16 marks  (AO1 = 14 marks, AO2 = 2 marks)

 

Examiner Tip

Examiners frequently make the point about the importance of answering the question. This question requires 
candidates to select and adapt their material about Utilitarianism to the thrust of the question regarding 
the appeal of this theory. The following script shows a good level of understanding of some features of 
Utilitarianism but there is little evidence of managing this material to provide an explicit answer to the 
question. The only time the candidate shows clear evidence of this is in their fi nal paragraph.
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Examiner Comments

In part (i) the candidate presents an accurate understanding of key features of Utilitarianism along with some 
seminal exponents. All the material is suitable to the question about the appeal of Utilitarianism but the candidate 
only draws out this signifi cance in the fi nal paragraph. Part (ii) is at level 1 because the material is too concise in 
terms of constructing an analytical argument. This response is a simple point of view in terms of its lack of debate 
and consideration of alternative views. 
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Question 3(b)
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Example scoring 23 marks (AO1 = 16 marks, AO2 = 7 marks)

 

Examiner Tip

This question tests a candidates’ powers of selection. In AO1 candidates are required to adapt their material in 
order to examine the principal ideas of Situation Ethics rather than merely present an account of this theory. 
In part (ii) candidates need to address the specifi c point about this theory being a ‘genuinely religious ethic’.



50

Religious Studies  6RS01



51

Religious Studies  6RS01

Examiner Comments

The candidate immediately focuses on a central idea of ‘what is the most loving thing to do in each situation’. 
The candidate makes effective use of key terms such as agapestic calculus. In AO2 the candidate argues about the 
signifi cance of the links between this theory and Christianity.
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Question 4(a) 
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Example scoring 18 marks (AO1 = 13 marks, AO2 = 5 marks)

Examiner Tip

It is important for candidates to develop effective use of illustrations. They must be relevant and accurate and 
presented in a concise manner. This candidate makes good use of some illustrations in part (i) but in part (ii) 
the illustrative features are descriptive rather than being part of an critical argument. 
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Examiner Comments

The candidate examines some key criteria associated with the just war theory including effective use of some 
technical terms. The candidate refers to a few relevant illustrations and uses this material in an intelligent manner. 
The content is at level 3 in terms of the relevant range of the basic material.  In part (ii) the candidate distinguishes 
different sorts of pacifi sts and builds up an argument with a clear identifi able conclusion. This is at level 3 in terms 
the quality of the reasons and evidence used. The material tends to be descriptive rather than a critical analysis.
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Example scoring 14 marks  (AO1 = 10 marks, AO2 = 4 marks)

Examiner Tip

The use of illustrative material in this answer tends to be used in a descriptive manner at the expense of 
showing an understanding of the signifi cance of points across both AO1 and AO2. 
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Examiner Comments

The candidate presents a cursory account of just war theory followed by descriptive material. In the midst of 
illustrative material there are some ideas relevant to the thrust of the question. This material is at level 2 in that 
there is a basic awareness of just war ideas but without evidence of a careful selection of features which are 
shown to be signifi cant and which are used for emphasis and clarity. In part (ii) the candidate’s work is at level 
2. The candidate constructs the material around various narrative cases. There is a range of viewpoints but the 
descriptive nature of the content shows a partial understanding of the material rather than a reasoned debate. 
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Question 4(b)
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Example scoring 26 marks (AO1 = 19 marks, AO2 = 7 marks)

Examiner Tip

This candidate has ability to use illustrative material to highlight signifi cant features and as evidence in 
constructing an argument.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate selects a range of material in order to highlight reasons why dilemmas may arise in sexual ethics 
such as religious and environmental changes. The candidate examines various case studies and explains signifi cant 
features in relation to the question. In part (ii) the candidate argues that in some cases religious beliefs may help 
to resolve these dilemmas. There is evidence of debating alternative stances.
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Example scoring 17 marks  (AO1 = 13 marks, AO2 = 4 marks)

Examiner Tip

This candidate uses illustrative material at a basic level to show some key ideas and to argue with a partial 
awareness for some points of view. Candidates may compare the different uses of illustrative material 
between the previous answer from this exemplar. 
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Examiner Comments

The candidate creates a coherent structure and deals with the material in a basic manner. The candidate selects a 
few examples and presents the material in a narrative manner. These features place the work at level 3. In part (ii) 
the candidate shows a simple and partial awareness of the issues raised by means of narrative examples and the 
standard is at level 2.
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