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Introduction
It is clear that very many candidates worked hard in their preparation for this paper. Many 
showed evidence of commendable study skills. This included the ability to focus explicitly 
on the demands of the question, structuring their answers in a clear coherent manner and 
marshalling arguments into a critical evaluation. 

Very few candidates attempted to fuse parts (a) and (b) together; in previous years this 
approach led some candidates to pay insufficient attention to the various demands of AO2 
(Assessment Objective 2). 

The main focus in all the levels for the mark scheme of AO1 (Assessment Objective 
1) relates to an understanding of the passage. Candidates have different methods for 
examining part (a). For example, two popular methods are:

(i) working  their way systematically through the extract and linking it to other scholars, and 

(ii) selecting relevant material from the Jamieson article as a whole and relating this to the 
passage.

These various methods are creditworthy and produced some very good answers. However, 
as with other methods, these may have potential problems, for example:

(i) sometimes a close analysis of the text becomes a simple and basic comprehension 
exercise, rather than the means of placing Jamieson in any meaningful context or 
showing evidence of analysis

(ii) occasionally some candidates, by summarising Jamieson as a whole, may pay scant 
attention to the selected passage.

It must be noted that there is no predictable pattern in the choice of selected texts, 
although over the lifetime of the specification all of the three texts will be used.
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Question 1

AO1 features of good quality

•	 Evidence of excellent work with confident understanding. 

•	 Examination of the passage in breadth and detail.

•	 Specific ideas/points of view raised by Jamieson being addressed. For example, some 
candidates focused on key areas such as the notion of 'moral theorising'. In examining 
such topics it was good to see candidates using a range of scholars being drawn into the 
debate, such as Anscombe, MacIntyre, Williams and Ross.

•	 Candidates showed good knowledge of coherentism and foundationalism in relation to 
their examination of the passage.

•	 Some candidates explored the ideas of ostensive, hypothetical and imaginary examples 
to good effect, drawing out the significance of the passage.

•	 Relevant links were made with other sources in the anthology: Schneewind and 
LaFollette. 

•	 Creative use of material from other units including ethical theories in 6RS01 and 
6RS03. In particular, candidates made very good use of Virtue Ethics. Strong 
responses were explicit in showing why the selected theories connected to the passage 
about moral theorising.

•	 Using the extract as a springboard to showcase their wider knowledge. These candidates 
wrote fluently about a wide range of scholarship both within the wider Jamieson text 
and beyond it.

•	 Clarity in the conclusion that cohered with the rest of the answer.

Examples of AO1 work that require improvement

•	 Generalised views on ethical theories that were not related to Jamieson.

•	 Some were not that clear about Jamieson’s point regarding the difference between 
moral theory and moral theorising. Sometimes this entailed extensive material on 
various ethical theories that were not related to Jamieson’s ideas about moral theorising.

•	 Some candidates provided lengthy material regarding the role of examples, indicating a 
lack of understanding of their use in Jamieson.

•	 Some examples of AO1 were shorter than the AO2 material, although there are more 
marks available for AO1.

•	 Evidence of candidates using a generic response to Jamieson that provided only 
incidental information on the extract itself.

AO2  features of good quality

•	 Good critical analysis reflecting an evident ability to think through the implications of the 
passage.
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•	 In response to the question Do you agree with the ideas expressed?  strong 
responses presented their own opinions and located these within their wider areas 
of study. They referred to scholarly opinion, debating and constructing a valid and 
well-justified argument. These showed a thoughtful understanding of alternative and 
challenging views and ideas.  

•	 Use of arguments based around ideas of eg Rawls.

•	 Ability to debate implications for understanding both religion and human experience.

Examples of AO2 work that require improvement

•	 Some candidates answered AO2 in the same manner as AO1, with little evidence of 
evaluation.  

•	 Part (b) was sometimes too short and descriptive, rather than evaluative.

•	 Some short answers omitted either implications for understanding religion or 
understanding human experience or both.

•	 Sometimes candidates presented paragraphs that were not linked together.
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This is the AO2 part of this answer. 
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The candidate introduced this part 
with a clear line of reasoning. The 
following debate was well-informed and 
incorporated a good range of relevant 
scholarship.

Examiner Comments

There was some evidence of the implications for 
understanding religion and human experience.  This 
tended to be implicit and the candidate could have 
made a more systematic answer to specified demands 
in part (b).

Examiner Tip
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This consists of the AO1 part of this answer. The candidate showed their knowledge of a 
considerable range of related material, including extensive reference to Jamieson's full 
article. 

At key points, the candidate related this background material to significant ideas in the 
selected passage.

The important point is to ensure that adequate attention is given to the passage itself.  
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The candidate created a clear and useful introduction.

There was commendable use of relevant scholarship throughout this answer.

Examiner Comments

The candidate quite correctly identified the idea of 
'moral theorising' as a key to understanding this 
passage. The candidate referred to this idea explicitly 
and at key stages in the answer.

Examiner Tip
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This is the whole answer from a candidate. This represents a very high standard of work, 
especially in AO1 as can be seen in the extensive use of scholarship.
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In AO1, this candidate analysed the passage in 
considerable detail. The candidate showed evidence 
of a close understanding of the details of the passage.  
This did not become a mere comprehension exercise.  
The candidate analysed key concepts and points of 
view by reference back to Jamieson's full article.

Examiner Comments

The candidate presented a well-
structured answer to AO2 by 
following the specific demands in 
the AO2 question. 

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary

One of the purposes of this unit is to enable candidates to develop skills in textual 
analysis. There are important outcomes for candidates, including transferable skills across 
a range of enterprises, involving careful attention to detail, evidence and reason and 
preparation for university work. In addition, this unit provides an opportunity for candidates 
to reflect upon and debate the implications of their studies of religion. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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