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UNIT 2: Religious studies - Investigations
Introduction
General Comments
This unit provides for a balance of teacher-directed and more independent
student enquiry. This ‘Investigations’ unit offers the opportunity to
undertake individual research into a topic of particular interest to the
candidates. This is the reason why each question includes the expression,
“with reference to the topic you have investigated’’. The ability to select and
manage individual research material to fit into the demands of the question
is an important discriminator in terms of assessment.
It is for this reason that the mark scheme for this unit is a generic one.
There are no indicative mark schemes per question given the fact that there
are so many legitimate ways of answering questions based on independent
research.
The
two
assessment
objectives
should
permeate
this
whole
process. Candidates should determine whether there is sufficient material to
access a variety of appropriate sources (AO1) and to evaluate alternative
views (AO2). Candidates may monitor their progress with reference to the
criteria in the level descriptors across both AO1 and AO2. The assessment
criteria are always mentioned in each question. Typically this is achieved
with the trigger words, ‘examine’ for AO1 and ‘comment on’ for AO2. The
assessment of the candidates work is based on the application of these
objectives.
Some candidates performed well on this unit. It was clear that some
candidates had selected topics of genuine interest to them. There was
evidence of substantial background reading which was used effectively in
answers. Candidates presented well-structured responses based on the
question and were able to use their knowledge to address the focus of the
question. A feature of high quality answers was the ability to relate to the
question throughout the answer. Candidates performed well across both
assessment objectives with detailed content and cogent argument.
Some candidates did not select their material in accordance with the
specific question. Some candidates could have adapted their same material
so as to use it more effectively to address the question. In some cases the
question was only briefly mentioned and in others there was limited
reference to the question in the final few sentences. Some responses at the
lower levels drew on sources that were below the standard required at GCE
level. These tended to be descriptive and more narrative rather than
analytical. Some responses at the lower levels were short and lacked
elaboration and the substantiation necessary at this level.

Some centres chose to concentrate on the same topic for a number of
candidates. This was useful when backed up with relevant sources, whereby
candidates could develop their own slant and specialism on their selected
topics. Occasionally, some responses became formulaic without targeted
attention to the demands of the specific question. A key aim of this unit is
to involve candidates as active participants in order to provide possibilities
for open-ended enquiry and independent learning.
It is essential that candidates are entered for the area of investigation
which is the best fit for the question on the paper. Candidates were not
penalised if a cross was placed in a box that did not match the response.

Specific Comments – Paper 1D – The study of World Religions
6RS02_1D_Q01 – A study of one or more religions concerning
ethical precepts and applied ethics
Question Introduction
The most popular topic in this question was on the ethical precepts of Jihad
and their implications for applied ethics. Other topics included Buddhist and
Hindu ethics.
•
•
•
•
•

Some candidates included excellent information on greater and lesser
Jihad with reference to scholars, The Qur’an and Hadiths.
Good responses included detailed analysis and debates of alternative
views with scholarly contributions.
Good responses which focused on greater and lesser Jihad included a
range of evidence and reasoned argument.
Other topics that attracted investigation included abortion, with
reference to two world religions.
Higher level responses included strong evidence of scholars in the
evaluation and well founded conclusions.

Exemplar 1
This is the first part of the answer on ethical precepts and applied ethics, in
this case with reference to Buddhism.

Examiner Comment
The candidate examines some key Buddhist precepts and comments on
issues related to abortion, and in this respect combines both AO1 and AO2.

Examiner Tip
The candidate highlights distinctive Theravada ethics in relation to some
Christian traditions and later Buddhist traditions.
There are various methods of structuring answers to this topic. The method
adopted by this candidates works well in terms of the integration of
precepts with their application.

Exemplar 2
This is a full response on one of the most popular ways of answering this
question by focusing on 'jihad'.
Examiner Comment
There is much good practice in this answer. The candidate clarifies key
terms. There is effective use of a range of scholarship. The candidate
considers a range of views and develops their own line of reasoning.

6RS02_1D_Q02 – Religious pluralism; inter-faith dialogue; religious
practice in a multi-cultural society, including the UK
Question Introduction
This question was answered by few candidates. Amongst the responses
marked, there was some very interesting work on the ethical teachings of
sexuality and marriage in Islam. Some candidates selected an analysis of
and debates about stances such as exclusivism, inclusivism and pluralism.
Candidates deployed a range of evidence and were able to draw
sophisticated conclusions using sound religious terminology.

Exemplar 3
This is a full response on the topic of religion in society.
Examiner Comment
There are various ways candidates approach this area. This candidate
analyses key terms such as exclusivism, inclusivism and pluralism.

Examiner Tip
The candidate structures the response very clearly. There is very effective
use of scholarship, whereby key contributors are identified and examined.
Throughout the response there is on-going critical appraisal of the various
stances.

6RS02_1D_Q03 – Contrasting standpoints on beliefs about God
and/or existence
Question Introduction
This was a fairly popular question. There were some good, detailed
accounts showing proficiency of language and understanding of key beliefs
about the teachings of life after death in Islam. Some candidates
provided good information about the different beliefs about life after death
in Islam; however some did not fully explain Christian teachings on this
topic. Some candidates provided general responses providing their
knowledge on the wider topic area rather than directly addressing the
question.

Exemplar 4
This extract is the beginning of a response on contrasting standpoints. In
this example the candidate selects Islamic and Christian beliefs about life
after death.

Examiner Comment
The candidate refers to Islamic terms in a proficient manner and this
extract contains reasonable detail on Islamic beliefs.

Examiner Tip
The question is focused on contrasting standpoints. In this extract and also
across the response in general the candidate tends to present more detail
on Islam with only passing reference to Christianity.

Advice for candidates:
•

Manage the material from the investigations to focus on the demands
of the question

•

Use appropriate sources

•

Show an understanding of the topic

•

Present a thoughtful analysis of the material

•

Make effective use of evidence and argument

•

Comment on alternative views

•

Show a clearly expressed viewpoint.
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