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Introduction
The Investigations Paper of January 2013 demonstrated a very high level of independent
student enquiry. The engagement that candidates had with their area of investigation
was evidenced in the way they independently used and evaluated a wide range of source
material. The enthusiasm for and knowledge of the chosen topic was clearly conveyed in
many answers that were truly academic in their approach. Some Centres chose to focus
on the same or similar topics for all their candidates, whereas other Centres permitted
considerable choice for individual candidates. Candidates were very well prepared for the
examination and it was evident that Centres used their specialist resources and interests
to encourage candidates to research in depth a particular area of study. It is important to
stress again that the ‘Investigations’ unit has a definite academic purpose. The aim is to
involve students as active participants pursuing open-ended enquiries with an emphasis on
independent learning. Questions were designed to be inclusive of all possible approaches to
various topics and all valid answers were considered.
Whilst most centres had entered their candidates for the correct option there were still a few
entries for particular areas of study where consideration regarding entry for a different area
of study may have been beneficial to the candidate. It is important to ensure candidates
know which area of their investigation is the best fit for the question they answer on the
paper. There was evidence of candidates choosing a different question on the paper to the
question they had clearly prepared for before the examination. In some of these cases the
candidate was using material suitable for Question 1 to answer Question 3 and not really
grappling fully with the demands of the question.
Candidates were not penalised if correct entries were not made or a cross was put in a box
that did not match the answer. Examiners were encouraged to mark positively. Centres should
ensure that candidates are entered for the option that matches their area of study and that
candidates are clear about which question they have been prepared for on the paper.
Variation in achievement was related to the two assessment objectives. These objectives
should receive prominent attention in the process of the investigation. Importantly, in the
exam itself there must be explicit attention to these objectives in the examination answer.
Each question consistently referred to the assessment objectives with the trigger word
‘Examine’ for AO1 and ‘Comment on’ for AO2. These dictated the structure of the question
and helped candidates to plan their answers. It would be advisable for candidates to pay
regular attention to the level descriptors for these assessment objectives as a way of
monitoring their development and progress during their investigations. The phrase ‘with
reference to the topic you have investigated’ will always appear in the question to ensure
that the generic question can be answered with material from any appropriate investigation.
The mark scheme itself is generic to all questions but the answer itself is not necessarily
generic as candidates are expected to use their material to answer the question. The
purpose of the question is to challenge candidates to adapt their material so that at the
highest levels they may demonstrate a coherent understanding of the task, based on the
selection of their material. Widely deployed evidence/arguments/sources were evident in
well-structured responses to the task whereby a clearly expressed viewpoint was supported
by well-deployed evidence and reasoned argument. There was skilful deployment of
religious language in many answers and the fluency of the essay showed command over the
material.
Candidates at the lower end of achievement struggled with the demands of the question.
In preparation for this examination some candidates may find it useful to write up their
investigation under exam-timed conditions to a variety of different possible questions.
They might build up a number of different essay plans to different possible questions. The
important point in these activities is to enable candidates to develop their management
of material such as how to best structure their content to answer the specific question.
However, success can be undermined by writing up a rote-learnt answer which was not
adapted to the question set, or by answering a question that has been written for a topic
they have not studied.
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Question 1
The most memorable answers concerned issues such as organ transplants and stem cell
research/embryology and candidates angled their material to the question with a decisive
view as to whether it is old-fashioned to insist that medical ethics should be guided by
religious principles alone. The best answers had a long and highly discursive conclusion,
making it clear that the candidates recognised they were dealing with an issue.
The vast majority wrote on abortion and drew on familiar material. The better candidates
were able to access some scholarship, albeit rather predictably, but clearly beyond GCSE
standard.
The best answers to medical ethics were attempted with an eye to scholarship and many
candidates had a very wide ranging understanding of the topic and included an in-depth
knowledge of a range of religious and ethical teachings.
The range of scholarship for Medical Ethics is predictable and it would be more in the
spirit of the Investigations Paper for candidates to move away from the well worn identikit
approach clearly evident in abortion answers to a more independent approach embedded in
contemporary scholarship. That said, the best candidates explored the important religious
and ethical issues with reference to well-deployed appropriate scholarship coupled with
modern day examples. Some candidates also applied Aristotle’s virtue ethics and Aquinas’
natural law convincingly as they argued a case for/against the view proposed in the
question.
Some candidates did not address this question directly; instead they wrote about the topic
that they had investigated without relating it to the focus of the question.
Situation Ethics was commonly identified as a secular approach and its Protestant
Episcopalian origins largely ignored.
Once again, centres are encouraged to go beyond the predictable range of material and
candidates are urged to resist unloading pre-prepared answers with little regard for the
question. Answers can be improved by taking decisive views, based on the evidence
and also by paying close attention to the demands of the question. Abortion, as a topic,
attracted weaker candidates who were working with a wide range of material but but
lacked in-depth exploration of the topic. Far too many candidates presented the material
they had prepared and added a four or five line conclusion in a bolt on fashion beginning
with ‘Therefore’ or ‘In conclusion’ when there was little explicit relationship between this
conclusion and the body of the essay.
There are a few persistent problems that are worth pointing out. Some candidates were
tempted to give overly-long introductions to the topic, sometimes as much as two pages.
Although good introductions are needed, long descriptions of what abortion and euthanasia
are, complete with medical detail, amounts to a digression rather than clear focus on the
question.
In the body of the essay, masses of narrative, that do not address the question can limit
achievement. There was also evidence of answers where personal choice was often
assumed to be the self-evident guiding principle, when of course in ethics personal choice
is usually under the guiding scrutiny of a secular or religious principle that is being adhered
to. A significant minority came across as hostile to the Church and indeed to non-Christians
faiths. Some candidates argued that religions ought to move with the times. Far too
many candidates either said or implied this, and of course when they took this line they
demonstrated a complete misunderstanding of both the nature of deontological/absolutist
ethics, and indeed of the problems associated with teleological/consequentialist ethics.
Strong opinions in the matter of personal choice destroyed many candidates’ objectivity in
writing, and many candidates were arguing that religion is a problem simply because it gets
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in our way.
There was little evidence of reflection on the implications of science unfettered by ethics or
religion. Answers on euthanasia were better in that candidates used their research more
effectively.
Everyone discussed the sanctity of life and nearly everyone hit on the value of life/quality of
life dichotomy. There was better use of examples when this topic was discussed.
The extract from this essay shows how the candidate has set out their study with clear
awareness of the demands of the question.
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Examiner Comments

The introduction sets out their argument from the outset. The
rounding up of material in the second paragraph shows that the
candidate is aware of the question. A range of scholarship is evident
from the first page that continues throughout the essay.

Examiner Tip

Always keep the question in mind as the question is
there to be answered.
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This candidate gets off to a slow start by defining abortion and explaining three types of
abortion methods.

Examiner Comments

There is no need to provide detail about abortion methods as time will not allow for such
digression at the expense of academic engagement with the issues that surround the topic
under discussion.

Examiner Tip

Do not waste time covering material that
avoids exposition of the issues within your
topic and your response to the question.
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Question 2
This question was either done incredibly well by the majority or superficially by a few.
Where it was done well candidates had a very focused understanding of the various views
of stewardship and linked this to modern issues in relation to environmental and ecological
issues. Candidates with weaker answers tended to write a lot about current trends in
environmental issues with very little ethical / religious content at all. Many candidates
demonstrated clear use of scholarship with relevant examples in a range of very interesting
answers; candidates expressed viewpoints clearly and with a consistent approach.
It is disappointing that only a small number of candidates attempted this interesting area;
but encouraging to note that within these limited numbers the majority were of excellent
standard.
Candidates expressed viewpoints clearly and with a consistent approach. Candidates
had clearly researched the topic of the environment in depth and often in a very specific
area, and incorporated it with a very good understanding of environmental ethics. Some
candidates were able to apply a range of ethical approaches to the issue and a few
candidates referred too much to the content of the environmental issue, rather than
applying and analysing ethical theories. A full exemplar essay that showed competent
scholarship in this topic is quoted in the Examiners’ Reports of June 2009 and June 2010.
This essay shows knowledge of a wide range of material covered with breadth rather than
depth. The candidate devotes three paragraphs to a long introduction  devoted to issues
regarding the natural world, and then proceeds to discuss Christian teachings in one
paragraph. A more detailed exploration of major religious/secular approaches to ecology can
have a qualitative impact on the essay and help the candidate to support their viewpoint by
well-deployed evidence.
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Examiner Comments

The Christian position is covered superficially in one paragraph
on the second page and there is awareness of the question at
the end of this section.

Examiner Tip

Try to offer a more in-depth analysis of a religious position
as this will avoid essential theological principles from being
omitted or given superficial treatment.
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The extract from the beginning and end of this short essay shows little engagement with the
question. The reader is left in mid air at the end.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate shows solid knowledge of the topic but makes
no attempt to address the question or indicate a viewpoint they
might be arguing for.

Examiner Tip

Keep the question in mind throughout your essay.
If you know you are running out of time try to move
towards a closing statement that addresses the question.
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Question 3
There is a persistent problem in that a significant number of responses for this question
were actually responses more suited to question 1 on medical ethics. Several candidates
decided to write about abortion or euthanasia from the position of equality because they
did not recognise their question and most failed to make this link coherent or sensible.
Candidates must be clear about attempting the question they have prepared for. Better
candidates did not make this error and these invariably debated homosexuality along well
trodden lines of argument. Evidence of responses that deal with equality as a principle in
moral philosophy were lacking, and stronger candidates could be encouraged to explore this
approach.
This question was interpreted very differently by some candidates. The responses
from candidates exploring issues surrounding homosexuality were either clearly supported
with ethical theory and scientific argument or were answered very superficially, resulting in
a one-sided argument with limited support.
As with question 1, the best answers tended to be more aware of contemporary religious,
ethical, and political controversies. One danger inherent in question 3 is the possibility
that emotional advocacy becomes a substitute for ethics, scholarship and background
information. It is important that candidates are concerned by gender, race, and sexuality,
but the passion and interest needs to be tied to genuine knowledge content. Some
candidates did not refer to ethical theories at all and gave an account of the problems of
homosexuality with an apparent disregard for the question. Some candidates linked their
answer on equality to abortion, and this was not always well argued or developed.
There were also some powerfully stated answers on women's rights.
Many candidates have difficulty in acknowledging that equality in the modern world is
the topic being addressed and that this topic is exemplified by reference to, for example,
homosexuality or women’s rights. Teasing out the meaning of equality in relation to human
rights might help candidates use their exemplar material more effectively.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate introduces homosexuality as the exemplar for inequality
and then notes that homosexuality is the topic studied. The notion of
equality as an inalienable human right on the basis of simply being
human would lend itself to fruitful discussion of the exemplar material.

Examiner Tip

Make sure your study thoroughly explores the topic.
Think about other relevant issues that might enrich the
use of your exemplar material.
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This essay begins by introducing homosexuality as an exemplar for the study of inequality in
the modern world. Homosexuality is defined with some reference to Ancient Greek practice
contrasted with modern homophobia. There is no link made to the issue of human rights
and why inequality denies a fundamental right other than stating objective facts about
homosexuality and homophobia.

Examiner Comments

Attention could be given to how and why inequality
violates fundamental human rights so that descriptive
case studies might provide more useful support to a
reasoned viewpoint. The candidate has not presented
an argument yet.

Examiner Tip

Work out what your argument is in
relation to the material you have studied.
This will help you to deploy your material
to the fullest advantage.
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Paper Summary
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•

Please directly address the question being asked.

•

A generic question is not best answered with a generic answer. The question is made
up of two parts. The question itself and the generic phrase ‘Examine and comment with
reference to the topic you have investigated.’ Answer the question.

•

Use appropriate sources and, if possible, include recent scholarship.

•

Thoughtfully deployed material will show how well you understand your topic and how
you are using your material to answer the question.

•

Do not forget to comment on your material in relation to the question.

•

Use your evidence to substantiate your argument.

•

Comment on alternative views if you know them.

•

Express your viewpoint clearly.

•

Practice writing under timed conditions as part of your preparation.

•

Do not spend too much time on your essay plan to the detriment of the essay itself.

•

Write legibly.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1C

17

Further copies of this publication are available from
Edexcel Publications, Adamsway, Mansfield, Notts, NG18 4FN
Telephone 01623 467467
Fax 01623 450481
Email publication.orders@edexcel.com
Order Code US034809 January 2013
For more information on Edexcel qualifications, please visit
www.edexcel.com/quals
Pearson Education Limited. Registered company number 872828
with its registered office at Edinburgh Gate, Harlow, Essex CM20 2JE

