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Introduction
This unit provides for a balance of teacher-directed and more independent candidate
enquiry. This ‘Investigations’ unit offers the opportunity to undertake individual research
into a topic of particualr interest to the candidate.  This is the reason why each question
includes the expression, “with reference to the topic you have investigated’’. The ability to
select and manage individual research material to fit into the demands of the question is an
important discriminator in terms of assessment.
It is for this reason that the mark scheme for this unit is a generic one. There are no
indicative mark schemes per question, given the fact that there are so many legitimate
ways of answering questions based on independent research.
The two assessment objectives should permeate this whole process. Candidates should
determine whether there is sufficient material to access a variety of sources (AO1) and to
evaluate alternative views (AO2). Candidates may monitor their progress with reference
to the criteria in the level descriptors across both AO1 and AO2. The assessment criteria
are always mentioned in each question. Typically this is achieved with the trigger words,
‘examine’ for AO1 and ‘comment on’ for AO2. The assessment of the candidates work is
based on the application of these objectives.      
Some candidates performed very well indeed. It was clear that many candidates had
selected topics of genuine interest to them. There was evidence of substantial background
reading which was used effectively in answers. Candidates presented well structured
answers based on the question, and candidates were able to use their knowledge to address
the focus of the question. A feature of high quality answers was the ability to relate to the
question throughout the answer. Some candidates performed well across both assessment
objectives with detailed content and cogent argument.
An area for improvement was that some candidates did not select their material in
accordance with the specific question. Some candidates could have adapted their material
so as to use it more effectively to address the question. In some cases the question was
barely mentioned and in others there was only passing reference to it in the final few
sentences. Some answers at the lower levels drew on sources that were below the standard
required for GCE work. These answers tended to be descriptive and unduly narrative rather
than analytical. Some answers at the lower levels were short and these lacked elaboration
and the substantiation required at this level of work.        
Some Centres chose to concentrate on the same topic for a number of candidates. This was
useful when backed up with relevant sources, whereby candidates could develop their own
slant and specialism on these selected topics. Occasionally, some of these answers became
formulaic, without targeted attention to the demands of the specific question. To put this
into perspective an important aim of this unit is to involve candidates as active participants
so as to provide possibilities for open-ended enquiry and independent learning.
Most candidates were entered for the correct paper. However, there were a few entries
where candidates attempted a topic that was on a different paper. It is essential that
candidates are entered for the area of investigation which is the best fit for the question on
the paper. Candidates were not penalised if a cross was in a question number box that did
not match the answer.
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Question 1
This was the most popular question, with the majority of answers being on abortion and
euthanasia. In addition, some candidates selected genetic engineering, organ donation,
IVF and contraception. Good quality answers analysed the reference in the question to
‘guided by religious principles’ with, for example, ideas about having a range of guides.
Some abortion essays had an over reliance on standard material, just a little above GCSE
level, but there was more scholarship this year, used with more confidence and maturity.
Some candidates presented substantial detail on different methods of abortion. Sometimes
this was not related to a study in ethics and hence some of this detail did not reflect the
criteria of the higher levels in AO1.   Euthanasia essays were often heavily weighted with
case study material, sometime to the detriment of analysis. Euthanasia essays focussed
more on current news on the issue rather than conceptual issues. Case studies can work
very well indeed. However, such an approach requires more than mere narration. Given this
is an ethical studies paper, candidates should analyse the material and consider how ethical
theories may apply or would respond to these case studies.
The earlier part of this answer focused on the teachings of religious traditions on abortion
and this passage is followed by an examination of personhood.
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Examiner Comments

This is an example of good practice concerning
the theme of 'sanctity of life'.

Examiner Tip

The candidate selects some key scholars and
clarifies some important ideas and uses them to
debate different views about the 'sanctity of life'.

This is the conclusion to a candidate's answer.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate brings together a range of ideas and views
expressed earlier in the answer. The material is concise
and shaped into an argument with a clear point of view.

Examiner Tip

The candidate uses these concluding
remarks to explicitly focus on the question.

Question 2
Many candidates followed the same formula, focusing on Gaia, deep and shallow ecology
and a little religious discussion. There was little focus on topics such as waste and recycling,
habitat management or the politics of conservation. It seemed that some candidates had
a pre-set formula which they followed and although it was legitimate it was generic, with
minimal focus on the question.

Question 3
There were some excellent essays on contrasting views about homosexuality, and there
was effective use of recent issues such as the differing outcomes of the Gene Robinson
and Jeffry John scenarios. Although these case studies will become dated soon, candidates
managed to use them to show how attitudes towards equality are often different within
Christianity. Good quality answers clarified the different meanings of ‘equality’ and the
complexities in the ethical issues selected. More candidates wrote about philosophical issues
pertaining to equality and justice which underpinned their material more substantially than
has been the case in the past. A considerable number of essays focussed on MX and MLK
and in some cases candidates were very good at adapting the material so as to link to the
question and to the issue in general. It was essential for candidates to link their material to
differing religious and/or ethical principles. Sociological surveys have their legitimate place
although the nature of this paper is a study of ethics.
This is the first part of the answer. This section focuses on the view that religion is
responsible for some inequalities. It continues by considering the evidence against this view.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate defines the concept of 'equality'
and examines and discusses various scholars who
support the view that religion causes inequality.

Examiner Tip

The candidate makes effective use of
scholars by selecting relevant key ideas
and using them to build up an argument.

The selected part of the answer begins by considering the view that culture and society may
be the cause of inequality. The candidate continues after this passage to examine the view
that religion and/or ethical principles result in inequality.
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Examiner Comments

The candidate puts this topic into a broad context
with useful contributions from important scholars.

Examiner Tip

The candidate builds up a point of view with
an understanding of some of the complexities
in this topic. Scholars are used to support the
overall line of thinking and reasoning.
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Paper Summary
The following points summarise important objectives for candidates:
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•

Manage the material from the investigations to focus on the demands of the question

•

Use appropriate sources

•

Show an understanding of the topic

•

Present a thoughtful analysis of the material

•

Make effective use of evidence and argument

•

Comment on alternative views

•

Show a clearly expressed viewpoint
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:
http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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