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Introduction
GENERAL COMMENTS

The Investigations Paper of June 2011 demonstrated a high level of scholarship

evident across all areas of study and many responses demonstrated the engagement that
candidates had with their area of investigation. The enthusiasm for and knowledge of the
chosen topic was clearly conveyed in many responses that were truly academic in their
approach. Candidates were very well prepared for the examination and it was evident that
Centres used their specialist resources and interests to encourage candidates to research
in depth a particular area of study. It is important to stress again that the ‘Investigations’
unit has a definite academic purpose. The aim is to involve candidates as active participants
pursuing open-ended enquiries with an emphasis on independent learning. Questions were
designed to be inclusive of all possible approaches to various topics and all valid responses
were considered.

Whilst most centres had entered their candidates for the correct option there were still a few
entries for particular areas of study where consideration regarding entry for a different area
of study may have been beneficial to the candidate. It is important to ensure candidates
know which area of their investigation is the best fit for the question they answer on the
paper. There was evidence of candidates choosing a different question on the paper to the
question they had clearly prepared for before the examination.

Candidates were not penalised if correct entries were not made or a cross was put in a box
that did not match the answer. Examiners were encouraged to mark positively. Centres
should ensure that candidates are entered for the option that matches their area of study
and that candidates are clear about which question they have been prepared for on the

paper.

Variation in achievement was related to the two Assessment Objectives. These objectives
should receive prominent attention in the process of the investigation. Importantly, in the
exam itself there must be explicit attention to these objectives in the examination response.
Each question consistently referred to the Assessment Objectives with the trigger word
‘Examine’ for AO1 and ‘Comment on’ for AO2. These dictated the structure of the question
and helped candidates to plan their answers. It would be advisable for candidates to pay
regular attention to the level descriptors for these Assessment Objectives as a way of
monitoring their development and progress during their investigations. The phrase ‘with
reference to the topic you have investigated’ will always appear in the question to ensure
that the generic question can be answered with material from any appropriate investigation.
The mark scheme itself is generic to all questions. In preparation for this examination
candidates may find it useful to write up their investigation under exam timed conditions to
a variety of different possible questions. They might build up a number of different essay
plans to different possible questions. The important point in these activities is to enable
candidates to develop their management of material such as how to best structure their
content to answer the specific question. However, success can be undermined by writing

up a rote-learnt response which was not adapted to the question set or by answering a
question that has been written for a topic they have not studied.
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Question 1
MEDICAL ETHICS

It is good to report an overall improvement in candidates’ responses to the medical ethics
questions on this unit this year. This was by far the most popular question, with the
majority of candidates choosing the topic of abortion or euthanasia. It was encouraging
to note that more responses to medical ethics questions were attempted with an eye

to scholarship and candidates had a very wide ranging understanding of ethical theory.
Over the range of scholarship there was evidence of more contemporary scholarship
being introduced. On the whole there was a move away from brief responses to a more
substantive academic style of engagement with the question.

The best responses explored the important religious and ethical issues with reference

to well-deployed scholarship and modern day examples. Some candidates also applied
Aristotle’s virtue ethics and Aquinas’ natural law convincingly. Some candidates did

not address this question directly; instead they wrote about the topic that they had
investigated without relating it to the focus of the question. Once again, centres are
encouraged to go beyond the predictable range of material and the candidates just have
to resist unloading pre-prepared answers with little regard for the question. Responses
can be improved by taking decisive views, based on the evidence and also by paying close
attention to the demands of the question. The most memorable responses concerned
issues such as organ transplants and stem cell research/embryology and candidates
angled their material to the question with a decisive view as to whether religious ethical
principles were a hindrance or a help in decision making. Abortion, as a topic, attracted
weaker responses working with a wide range of material but often saying very little about
it. The best responses had a long and highly discursive conclusion, making it clear that the
candidates recognised they were dealing with an issue. Far too many candidates presented
the material they had prepared and added a four or five line conclusion in a bolt on fashion
beginning with ‘therefore’ or ‘in conclusion” when there was little explicit relationship
between this conclusion and the body of the essay.

Some candidates were tempted to give over-long introductions to the topic, sometimes

as much as two pages. Although good introductions are needed, long descriptions of

what abortion and euthanasia are, complete with medical detail, amounts to a digression
rather than clear focus on the question. In the body of the essay, masses of narrative,
without addressing the question, can limit achievement. There was also evidence of “It’s
up to them?” type responses where personal choice was often assumed to be the self-
evident guiding principle, when of course in ethics personal choice is usually under scrutiny
somewhere along the line. It was perceived by many as immoral that the religions stood
against total freedom of choice, thereby reinforcing the suspicion that there is nothing so
illiberal as a liberal.

Candidates often argued that religions ought to move with the time. Far too many
candidates either said or implied this, and of course when they took this line they
demonstrated a complete misunderstanding of both the nature of deontological/absolutist
ethics, and indeed of the problems associated with teleological/consequentialist ethics.

Responses that dealt with abortion evidenced a significant number of candidates sidelining
foetal rights deliberately and completely. Plenty of candidates assumed far too much when
they wrote that an accidental pregnancy would result in an unwanted child, and then
exacerbated that by adding that it would therefore be better to abort a baby than have it
unwanted.

Strong opinions in the matter of personal choice destroyed many candidates’ objectivity in
writing, and many candidates were arguing that religion is a problem simply because it gets
in our way. There was little evidence of reflection on the implications of science unfettered
by ethics or religion.
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Answers on euthanasia were better in that candidates used their research more effectively.
Everyone discussed the sanctity of life and nearly everyone hit on the value of life/quality of
life dichotomy. There was better use of examples when this topic was discussed.

The extract from this essay shows how the candidate has set out their study with clear
awareness of the demands of the question.
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Examiner Comments

he introduction gets off to a slow start but the second page introduces with ease a range
of scholarship that continues throughout the essay.
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Examiner Tip

De not spend too long on your introduction - especially
if you obviously have much material to cover - you
might run the risk of running out of time.
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This candidate handles a substantial range of material on gene therapy in a short space with
careful attention to analysis throughout.
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Precision in the use of words helps to achieve both Assessment Objectives with ease.
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Don’t waste words as time can run out fast. Learn how
to say a lot in a few words!
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Question 2
Q2 THE NATURAL WORLD

This question was either done well by the majority or superficially by a few; where it was
done well candidates had a very focused understanding of the various views of stewardship
and linked this to modern issues in relation to environmental and ecological issues.
Weaker responses tended to write a lot about current trends in environmental issues

with very little ethical/religious content at all. Many candidates demonstrated clear use of
scholarship with relevant examples in a range of very interesting responses; candidates
expressed viewpoints clearly and with a consistent approach. It is disappointing that only
a small number of candidates attempted this interesting area but encouraging to note that
within these limited numbers there were a number of high quality. Candidates expressed
viewpoints clearly and with a consistent approach. Candidates had clearly researched the
topic of the environment in depth and often in a very specific area and incorporated it with
a very good understanding of environmental ethics. Some candidates were able to apply

a range of ethical approaches to the issue and a few candidates referred too much to the
content of the environmental issue rather than applying and analysing ethical theories.

This essay shows how the deployment of a range of accurate vocabulary can enhance the
overall impact of the argument.
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Do not be afraid of expressmg religious ideas with accurate technical terms. Learn basic terms and
add to your repertoire of language. This will have a qualitative impact on your writing and often
saves valuable time if you need less words to say the same thing.
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The candidate has used a good range of
accurate terms appropriately.
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Question 3
Q3 EQUALITY IN THE MODERN WORLD

A significant number of responses for this question were actually responses more suited

to question 1 on medical ethics. Several candidates decided to write about abortion or
euthanasia from the position of equality because they did not recognise their question

and some were not able to make this link coherent or sensible. Candidates must be clear
about attempting the question they have prepared for. Better responses did not make this
error and these invariably debated homosexuality along well trodden lines of argument.
There is no evidence of responses that deal with equality as a principle in moral philosophy
and more able candidates could be encouraged to explore this approach.

This question was interpreted very differently by some candidates. Some candidates
explored issues surrounding homosexuality and this was either clearly supported with
ethical theory and scientific argument or it was done weakly and resulted in a one-sided
argument with limited support.

As with question 1, the best responses tended to be more aware of the contemporary
religious, ethical, and political controversy. One danger inherent in question 3 is the
possibility that emotional advocacy becomes a substitute for ethics scholarship and
background information. It is important that candidates are concerned by gender, race,

and sexuality, but the passion and interest needs to be tied to genuine knowledge content.
Some candidates did not refer to ethical theories at all and gave an account of the problems
of homosexuality with an apparent disregard for the question. Some candidates linked their
answer on equality to abortion and this was not always well argued or developed. There
were some powerfully stated answers on women's rights. Rather like the abortion questions,
answers on gay equality issues tended to follow well-worn paths.

An example of a solid study on homosexuality that has effectively answered the question.

<J\4 ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

he candidate avoids opinionated comment in favour of objective analysis. A very good range of
theological sources cited that are important for this study.
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Examiner Tip
Make sure your study covers the ground. Religious themes and sources are vital for the

study of each topic. It is not a good idea to have sparse religious sources.

This essay is an example of a topic that fits in with this unit very well even though few
choose to study it. There is evidence of independent research on Anti Semitism that is

supported by a very good range of sources.
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Examiner Comments
The candidate knows their field. The citation of sources flows though the narrative with ease.
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Examiner Tip
Hard work pays off! Following a line of enquiry that is

supported through appropriate reading will get results.
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Paper Summary

6RS02 reports features work produced by the candidates in the actual examination for
candidates in Area 1A, 1B and 1C where possible. Areas 1D, 1E, 1F and 1G have smaller
entries and the style of report is briefer for these areas of study.
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Grade Boundaries

Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this
link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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