edexcel

Examiners’ Report
June 2013

GCE Religious Studies 6RS502 1B

ALWAYS LEARNING PEARSON



2

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the UK's largest awarding body. We
provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk.

Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Giving you insight to inform next steps

ResultsPlus is Pearson’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your
students’ exam results.

See students’ scores for every exam question.

Understand how your students’ performance compares with class and national averages.
o Identify potential topics, skills and types of question where students may need to

develop their learning further.

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
Your exams officer will be able to set up your ResultsPlus account in minutes via Edexcel Online.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Pearson aspires to be the world’s leading learning company. Our aim is to help everyone
progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind of learning, for all kinds
of people, wherever they are in the world. We've been involved in education for over 150
years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have built an international
reputation for our commitment to high standards and raising achievement through
innovation in education. Find out more about how we can help you and your students at:
WWWw.pearson.com/uk.

June 2013
Publications Code US036762

All the material in this publication is copyright
© Pearson Education Ltd 2013

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B



Introduction

The Investigations Paper continues to draw from an inspiring range of topics within a wide
range of varied academic fields. The high standard of work evidenced in June 2013 was

no exception to historical high standards as candidates demonstrated a very high level of
independent student enquiry which clearly showed their engagement with their area of
investigation. Their knowledge of a particular academic field was evidenced in the way they
independently used and evaluated a wide range of source material. The enthusiasm for
and knowledge of the chosen topic was clearly conveyed in many answers that were truly
academic in their approach. Some centres chose to focus on the same or similar topics for
all their candidates, whereas other centres permitted considerable choice for individual
candidates. Candidates were very well prepared for the examination and it was evident that
centres used their specialist resources and interests to encourage candidates to research

in depth a particular area of study. It is important to stress again that the ‘Investigations’
unit has a definite academic purpose. The aim is to involve students as active participants
pursuing open-ended enquiries with an emphasis on independent learning. Questions were
designed to be inclusive of all possible approaches to various topics and all valid answers
were considered.

Whilst most centres had entered their candidates for the correct option there were still a few
entries for particular areas of study where consideration regarding entry for a different area
of study may have been beneficial to the candidate. It is important to ensure candidates
know which area of their investigation is the best fit for the question they answer on the
paper. There was evidence of candidates choosing a different question on the paper to the
question they had clearly prepared for before the examination. In some of these cases the
candidate was using material suitable for Question 1 to answer Question 3 (or vice versa)
and not really grappling fully with the demands of the question.

This practice does not always work to the best effect as the candidate might end up
answering neither question as fully as possible. Candidates were not penalised if correct
entries were not made or a cross was put in a box that did not match the answer or if no
box was ticked at all. Examiners were encouraged to mark positively and to credit all valid
material according to the mark scheme and question paper. Centres should ensure that
candidates are entered for the option that matches their area of study and that candidates
are clear about which question they have been prepared for on the paper. There is still
evidence of centres studying Papers 1B and 1F being entered for 1A. This might be an
oversight regarding filling out the form — centres must choose 6RS02 and then identify
which of the seven papers from 1A to 1G is the specific entry.

Variation in achievement was related to the two assessment objectives. These objectives
should receive prominent attention in the process of the investigation. Importantly there
must be explicit attention to these objectives in the examination answer and also to the
guestion that is intended to focus the answer. Each question consistently referred to the
assessment objectives with the trigger word ‘Examine’ for AO1 and ‘Comment on’ for AO2.
These dictated the structure of the question and helped candidates to plan their answers. It
would be advisable for candidates to pay regular attention to the level descriptors for these
assessment objectives as a way of monitoring their development and progress during their
investigations. The phrase ‘with reference to the topic you have investigated’ will always
appear in the question to ensure that the generic question can be answered with material
from any appropriate investigation. The mark scheme itself is generic to all questions but
the answer itself is not necessarily generic as candidates are expected to use their material
to answer the question. The purpose of the question is to challenge candidates to adapt
their material so that at the highest levels they may demonstrate a coherent understanding
of the task based on the selection of their material. Widely deployed evidence/arguments/
sources were evident in well structured responses to the task whereby a clearly expressed
viewpoint was supported by well-deployed evidence and reasoned argument. There was
skilful deployment of religious language in many answers and the fluency of good essays
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showed command over the material; such command makes for high outcomes and rewards
the amount of hard work done by the candidate.

Less able candidates struggled with the demands of the question. In preparation for this
examination some candidates may find it useful to write up their investigation under

exam timed conditions to a variety of different possible questions. They might build up a
number of different essay plans to different possible questions. The important point in these
activities is to enable candidates to develop their management of material such as how

to best structure their content to answer the specific question. However, success can be
undermined by writing up a rote-learnt answer which was not adapted to the question set
or by answering a question that has been written for a topic they have not studied. There
was evidence of rote learned answers using the same structure and material inclusive of
quotes; whilst much information was relevant to the topic and consequently was awarded in
terms of AO1, there was a significant lack of engagement with the specific demands of the
question and consequently marks for AO2 were low, with only generic evaluation provided.
This approach is contrasted with another form where candidates were trained to answer the
question; arguably, this is evidence of good practice but at the lower end some candidates
thought it was sufficient to simply use the question stimulus at the end of each paragraph.
The best answers were those which were guided by the statement as opposed to simply
‘tagging it on’ to content that they were already anticipating to write about. A balanced
approach to the question that meets the highest levels of achievement according to both
assessment objectives is obviously desirable and the generic question accommodates many
possible routes to success whereby any valid approach to the question was credited.
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Question 1

The majority of candidates produced thoughtful and authoritative essays which
demonstrated comprehensive understanding of key ideas that were discussed critically with
confidence and authority. The majority of essays were well structured, relevant and well
written. There was clear evidence of subject knowledge and most candidates were able to
use this knowledge to discuss the question in relation to their topic.

Of the broad range of interesting, well-researched responses: the best responses had a
good range of scholarship which integrated material into a coherent response rather than
just re-telling a range of views/theories/life/work within the chosen investigation.

There were some outstanding essays where the candidates had a coherent understanding of
the task and responded skilfully to the question with a clearly expressed viewpoint that was
supported by well-deployed evidence and reasoned argument.

It was refreshing to read a variety of answers which explored the topic in original ways.
There was interesting material using Freud, Jung, Eliade and existentialism was incorporated
into some very good answers.

Overall the majority of candidates were well prepared for this question and had no difficulty
in responding to it. However, there were some candidates who had more difficulty with
manipulating their material. Whilst they still produced essays of merit, there was evidence
of a formulaic style of answers by some candidates who apparently relied on the same
source(s); these responses focused on types of religious experience and their outlines of
scholars remained descriptive and thus A02 achievement was undermined.

Less able candidates tended to become too descriptive of religious experiences and to lose
focus on the philosophical analysis of their meaning and significance.

More able candidates, in increasing numbers ventured towards a wider range of sources
deploying a wide range of scholars, ideas and traditions. The psychology of religion material
has increased in popularity and this material was well handled. Many candidates drew
on Dawkins with the more able candidates doing so with authority. James, Persinger and
Swinburne remain the most popular scholars for many candidates and, there were several
cases of Dawkins being used uncritically regardless of whether the candidate agreed or
disagreed with his views. In such cases the essays can be a little one-sided and weaker
candidates lacked balance and had little appreciation of the conflict and debate within the
area of study. A few candidates were over reliant on a study of Persinger’s helmet or case
studies of Near Death Experiences. Many candidates of all abilities covered material on St
Teresa, Julian of Norwich, the Toronto Blessing and conversion experiences; this material
was handled critically by more able candidates and sharply contrasted the uncritical
approach typical at the lower range of achievement.

The phrase ‘with reference to the topic you have investigated’ led to responses ranging from
general statements with little or no reference to a particular topic, to some very precise
analyses of particular ideas and scholars. Some candidates covered a lot of topics, often in
a rather shallow way, providing a general narrative account of views of religious experience.
Of the weaker scripts it was common to see accounts of miracles and a discussion of

Hume interpreted by the candidate as an account and discussion of a religious experience.
Some candidates gave a good outline of the argument for the existence of God based on
religious experience and considered its strengths and weaknesses; such essays gained some
credit, but these candidates struggled to relate their responses closely to the question set.
Candidates must be reminded that the demands of this paper are different to the demands
of 6RS03. That said, there were a much higher number of responses that made a serious
attempt to answer the question. The more able candidates considered the question against
the background of the scholarship they had engaged with. These candidates assessed the
persuasiveness of their argument in relation to the range of scholarship deployed and many

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B



answers were very well done.

The candidate in the following essay extract presented a range of material and was able to
demonstrate competent knowledge of religious experience; this material was clearly brought
together in the conclusion where the argument is discernible through a well thought out and
valid answer to the question
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Examiner Comments

Examiner Tip

In the introduction the candidate interacts Examining and commenting on a good range
with the question through Ahluwalia’s of appropriate scholarship often results in a
definition of religious experience contrasted well written, balanced study. Adopt a style
with the rejection of its subjective nature that works for you. Important quotes can

by approaches by Marx and Dawkins. The be underlined for emphasis but this is not
candidate shows a thorough grasp of the necessary although it works in this case.

demands of the question.
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This is another example of a very good essay where the candidate presented widely
deployed evidence that formed a well structured response to the task. This essay is
representative of a popular approach to this topic. The candidate explored the range of

possibilities for understanding ourselves and/or God by carefully commenting on the ideas
discussed.

‘ ........... We oS O e CoRRr sonan seems fe

2o o ol e cHna/ SR

ﬁ%mu\todmmu WSOSS e&f.xrmar\m ........ ad. oo~

Ahe. Hwayon Mw% waubwmwe_twgq ______________________________________

EERRNCNELD | S ECNT ARV EORS D UAAAR
ENZ_~

R 2TA12R (= WIN T BTa AT B ASLY L NONARL O enbed A

....... Yoo N | W\ug N AN SN OO B

pos;)doou.&-m;e &Wmd_emk-w ﬂungo«r =nep..

...... WYL o oY \W:j@w_dtxﬁc\'ﬂgwm

€ s WAy Wware,mwmu:ﬂ%\ma A
LeAGOus gy geleinde... oM. ton . ke, Da N O ...
IR VNCY SIS TaTal LNV ol o N O (o S
ﬁ(ﬁ@»\tﬁ One . AN ES N el

% PEALAUD. . T @RI I
uMecta o anaWdal clawns. Yo Swe e e

____________________ VRSO S R8T qg*é&g\mkaz—- \ _
_encomn el k. e SULES a0 8 ganM oQR0., SAN) ..
ESORNNR. . C“WMWQWCWW ....... ALY

16 GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B



.sub/wtosmub T RN B A BN ()
_________ doﬁ e as o e OO ;O COMNROTen,

oy doconmenke A

oo Saunk- TJereson a Avda. un eMich s

Y&I“O*‘M __________ “d ¢ V\m) Teres on c\logwwmad. Yo \ane

O SR ... \ i W%%

Vs aun . 5008 S, andeXs - Se. oS,

................................................... , e Getmon.
______ FTevexbadn con w wsed YO st e

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B

17



18

SooMEEAN L SECWNE S T en S *‘Q\KQH%_ ____________ .
....... Jl\‘mﬂ@r&ﬁ.\wm;&@ S \&nul\md

L AVeS AN OO 0AYRNSO v TONCOOSIDINS.
_________ bue e Tefese. o soe o fhen Spoee vl
@mﬁpcwemﬁsm&-u\ms} ..... ond A WoS
NAN WTG&%‘HMGC)C) rk%m&\\édm%m\ef

oW} ‘
hmaml.q.d%g ...... R Mo, Feoeneat,M. 1

Jhomen  seeee teeds 5 bor Ve Dikumane. wha

O Nl creolne. Nomons RO a3 N KB
____________________________ \\ou-)bd Q%\Mtfcmmmﬁb

ety Feuerbacn coud o ue
ALalouS AR (esNCO)  Coar v OWMA

-

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B




Ve.}%auu(‘mm%\ﬁ

Owr W\u\c)f;,_, ...... e % MASAL,... I ko O Wes
oo N canng . odaa perfeol x| o)

................. QMQ/\QEO\QM%L&;\

...... mwwcwmemmmmﬁwmd)

« God) ok TRk (n R \aw
EO@JNMCW&&.MS _________ QRN O WSS WAL QLN .

t\ﬁ“b)NC\Q\W@\wﬁm __________ ‘ 'pe«ssw@,‘ ...................

..... seorod 0oy Aefesory Wooy one Ladescahakee oad
\mci)mc&m aad. noonea.. compraneision.. e e ...
bmd\&uubwmx:nm” DORXTE QUSIMA- O
________________________________ DN @AM e C) Vi@ trwwgi"\'mgmc\\d
N G Gro c},(.oc«c)wj
......... Wes N eNed) ce s, WA mmnmd@j%w\r%\a

Y

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B

19



20

—nd

........... % gesks neek NOMAEAS. . Qv jpgreghee 3. YNAR!

ANOGS ol e eSO RN ko uider s mcé ....................................
Ced A e MmN palnen \za.w\&‘tﬁ e 8t
__________ 3\ 'A TSI STYICS kS RS

ump& Goo As_Prudrne - e s \@‘530“) _______________________________
oA IO SAA NASLCADS. @ SRANQOCLLAN. \'es"c\)(\té)
L\y.r\cg_ ___________ CAVL LA Y- e - C R eCa.S M@v\kw\

%pﬂc;o.;f\mbt& ........................ Novppen . \'*;J . S\Q\Lagu\x“
b—N’\c) .......... eed: bo e (‘*‘W\&.Q,W%\sﬁms:\\%qw
N oM ons, whex rqeionices A hensQ
mhwpms%wmm\x‘«d&sw .............. NN D
GQAJWC;SMQ)\A&@ WA DA o Necoacs -\We
2o o LnereT Wk, W W AN ot e VAL
_________________________ éﬁ)@%@@f My deee.s c_w\wfmxm\j -
LYsed e SARCPRSIC . ’fﬁd- NG AMONEA, . NS w X %\
N;XL% (OUS. - CaARZRTRNXD. O f o) OUOARIDCA R
QNS LOOESLNCS. . Yo

[N Ccu“’hrndtc& w;af\.\-c} jm}:. Mho ».S(.Ntbh beﬁﬁn\a-

ke e Guskos” Soron Clawd fok
U (SU5 RUPRTEANKR). SBA TN Mmm%mw
prenn Mg homoen gspee oad amon ey .

OQMMQW5(QQSQMLV\Q3)WQS ________ ST A N —
ANCA vﬁw@wmwﬂ S

(wzx} _Teney descroted twol momaens

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B




-

N WNe  en oo ?;q)rwg-(.e,t_g ........................

\"\&GQ&\ _____ N NWNRDNEACNND s .uos%os.\(f} Moaks Dooaon.

L0d. MWe con come o oncexssond  Gad ay. N
a-gcbow{%(m gcrf‘\f\m'\m%‘j‘()u\——
u\‘r:.mwrxq_\v:)mqmyac\wm%m e R Y
_______ mm‘ru‘—&&%ﬂ\mé u:;icaﬂc.s.ﬁcmc,\)“fe_hgm
_____ DT SIS V.V U R SVARNCY: Pl BN O S‘V\M\%W\.Mk\.fﬁl

PERERANNNCIIE PSS RSN G =S - SN U5 ST Yo NIRRT =N SV
Wvoackroak cgsares ! Tasre WS e doue e ey

N Ar(OS0eS e Mkﬁ»d&;bk)\&md%wmqkwm

ST N S —

RMoLsas N 8 R edatiane). We . c apadoaiictel..
SR A SV CTaNV  BYaVO BTN R G S <N T I w RORATON.

o

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B

21



OCr2RMEN..y. Jékaé@\“ﬁhﬁ\%@%‘ﬂm

Oa. W NN Nad,.. ... SO ONR.
___.W.Q_u%“b GV {)0.)&:9 ........... .. WMe Aaten o GOC) ___________

______ Lo 00 o e A0t ac e oo wawid ey

3 7.\ \Md-c

AU ondlesion o). Mae) WA Lo Mo nCoonhYed

A Wl Preioald (i XA presv - M

........ o onciRle O\ Xexys Te:.urwnm% B STV SO
M el ool (‘"\‘-”CV\ ct‘%\m’\m’\\ww{ﬁc@’.‘_ ..... o

5“&3\'\\53&&98%5 5NN %m;d@ Ao Gm:) .....................
P e e e s O CRE DAL LN QRO
Moveve Wan (oo YN \oc) one Y AasS OMe..
HB}P\:AJF‘G'OQ) renmnonas. c.x,"r\’\fuz_f:?-u(u SO _‘

22 GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B



______ Disronce - s nee. e o AMQ‘5W:M
MMALIALON S @RS VXM L. ... W ok 20 AWML
Necrdeny WWU\W&Q\“Q Ao oo
AW e O one. = ‘{ZDJ\K\W,(:‘,YQ,J‘ RO VA

AR TN R0 S e Aeel -

TWACAC.CM\Q) "JOO : .
AR
......... “U‘LU‘»OC‘Cmﬂﬂ:g’oﬁwws')orc&;wmhwx

_______________________ . Gub>§mxﬂbwm‘39nmcmAM

Voo oy on Britnes T Wae Wwone) s Gotless”
00 aus. e 0NUSNT 2Ry W aA0S SO N A
froncpe.. Do eneron N SN AN

SRAKRAD Al lots. PORICCNOCD ORIy

DO . SLNALCONIN 8- o/ Mteea®A
wWese e, puotsne d o K beate I T

hediers . YRak e sonduna oW Goc) -relngh

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B 23



24

oa e uncaneye o o = Yo

E\Nm\r 24 e\l Dt I . CT/\U) bed

Tee *’Gcac) \n.eLMe)t D oneoRA S (i icol, .

ok %’ W . brmuﬂ \Qqc)m%.....‘sﬂ ........................

‘funw_..... o, GRRAC. ROPCLSEOO S eM ey IEUS.
W\(cxr oseizums i, m%ﬂ‘um ....... Q« R O®RY. e

albred siaves i I NSV NI B SN
_____________ %Wx&he_, e oree ob\ﬁna ARk SEEek \eac) S
__________ sanes. O oo \agg%q&m or\d 17 - Sesetng.

......... \(\\7501205(;—@?) F}HI)GW\CU\EBQQA'
LRuaons  eperissiee. Comne. WMKW\Q OMas....

N eY S A AW AT AN \Q\MQQLMngkkWuQﬂ

g Peisane/ . ot 2. Con. Lentae.. o)
LA TR, Sree) ad e wia Mee s e,
WNCXMCJ Q\.QQH'\{ [CWNRSN e AV ol N NIV, V. NV V"‘{
\')(mtﬂ q\w\q_r:g. A SN L\f\ou‘ G‘c} o C.QU\Q) __________________________
S Nosee. . oxeoXed Yo hay pavaA e sy
S5 “"\«Q\c’\’kw\o\ PUSRINCA. AN Qb-ou,‘dm}j ,{).Qcm,d ...............
AN A AN v AR XL S e AN LEUE
AN Faen . A e a0 eaee. = 00 M NeUan . YVLQ |
pEsSREe. L PRAS S mOAy J\6 To/mes on s, @apQICeneey. ...

_____ cod e hinenec). Yee... Q'Q\,ls_ue\rm e aaniein S

R OUA. LM el Mg
AL INI0D. B NSO s SRR LS @?W/‘W

]

L e e e Nehvmeh. . BoX Qepong )

W\}, J o oS

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B




....... OL0cnes - a\Pasual 3 9me edse oroy
=N e glies. God ot 2Ne s N C oM. .

l‘-—._

_________ O2AYOL . on S8 20N VEQ S, VR MOMIN LA A DINTOM A - s,

haLgeoud expeeances . aMon. odne/ s 0Q ks,
Yoo %c{(n BN %NQMLKVMSV@MW\%% B\

swwwdmm%m; ........ xRN 500 ™
oo\ SR o tnd s W Bl s R

C\\rusk"cmM\d\x.au\df,quor‘rmamclz}\‘\9
..... Santd. Yook Yeglm o o Gt S000800) ...

\‘LQ\‘\F\O)x - v P
RN KCJC:B((M X e RecNowA Vo o \W"Q(’\" _________________________________

_________ age){\umWﬂktmév\ww\\s\\huwc«\kfcma-—
(4
)

............... 5o L cNN0C. S oo, SO0 C\%Qog

e

..... ood Wy ackians  (an Ceaammen i Aey \ﬂszoe .p(m,J
............. PO sV TS S D S0 SIS ea e NS NRI U
S AL A SR Qe d... NGNS R AR ..
RGO Wes PN SO0 Ao sMe s s oo

________ G‘bpp@dhubckqgesskwamw%\;um

L0AnesS S, gne. Led e touvexcned) by ToWes

S T T T VA N TR O R S YR T O G N 2 VT

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B

25



26

3%\-@\%%&35%\»%%”%\»{\ L SO Y2 ...
due v Goo. o OR..... Ve ! evamen s Lo ased)
B ST M- DAL I P o~V W ma\cum&%wua ________ NNQ

SposedooleiNe . Mennad ok SO RPN ...
N e DO N %Yzﬂ_m({b*—"ﬁu ........ CANANGLMODID e

»ﬂ\fﬁwSdeh\h>fWMbY‘¢mSQ\&&’ ..........
\gm\.}();ﬁ‘u\{\a .......... Vo ot Ao b S ool aah s (o) e
....... R LN S EY S N4 RTINS NS TN B C 10T T S —

................................. ?ruugh\o(\%qvmuug%w\k@@d%_
}Laubm(\&c)ur\‘%um_,\(’bwm ............... RoaXo.a \&‘QJ‘:::\LLQ‘POJ.W ____________
S oLl e DR N A LDIUS. R AR CRAN R Y

c.{g\f_urmus ........ FNCINRL QOO M. s a) S S

...................... lemM\DrW\“JQW\W\u\'LSLY\QM@,\,QN A0 e e
Yossdou

..... L0 CoN DS, Prone S5 v doubl. Wak M.
........ SOOI A AU Sx QRICUNIGE . LOIICONR A .

________ w imwm%ﬁ.w&w‘m{!:

u\&owm\t‘m ...............................
G _ .
— a ..... PSY\N P"\QUW\ ...... VAL @

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B




RN Gac) 83 SAENE. Ty «:u[ye-;\—- c%,_s_u.c,t) _________________________

O oS uﬁusqm;tws A W;.Qr:‘vxcﬂ

- o = e N, senusoe. cS A L
Couye. . \mc\pom 55 O S 00 @oie s 0
ALALN LS. LaERLCONCAY..... B2 aec . CoMMAN L ekron
....... vl V\Q)LLCQL ST \(letmc)s 55N Chen, LR ISNHERY

?M&gmﬁcj ____________ ow\ﬁbw‘mj _________ B Sl a8 L

Lo rudenre. > U0

Ve S pxmm bt} ~OCR LR,

__________ Pt Carcedetos . oy PEALINLO0S o_x»(mwxcg\

e ENASXT w\~m‘m%mdmo¢m O SISANQ _
e aleaN-2 c% RS2 A S e O _mx_c,\\mt:&kmximi)_

L OEANES S O

Examiner Comments

In the introduction the candidate interacts with the question
through Swinburne’s well known work on the ‘Existence of God’
(1991). This is quickly related to the question and developed
further in the body of the essay. After a thorough exposition of
a range of scholars, the conclusion is substantive and wraps up
a competent essay that covered much ground in depth.

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

Solid study of the topic involves studying at least some
of the most notable scholars in the field. Adopt a

style that works for you. Work logically through your
material to answer the question.
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Question 2

This question continues to attract a large number of outstanding scholarly responses

and was very well done by the majority of candidates who were effective at analysing

the question and discussing the relevance of their research in this context. A popular
approach for this question focussed on a systematic account of various positions in the
mind/body debate, covering monism, materialism, behaviourism, dualism etc. These
topics are generally very well understood, but some candidates disadvantaged themselves
by not relating these positions to particular scholars or the question. The more able
candidates systematically examined forms of monism and dualism and tackled issues of
interaction, some candidates discussed Life after Death as more of a case study rather
than teasing out how these theories might play out in relation to the question. It was very
pleasing to read the high proportion of scripts which handled the material from key scholars
in a balanced and critical way. The majority of scripts discussed the various viewpoints of
dualists, monists and materialists very effectively.

The question invited some very thorough responses from many candidates offering a
technically competent, detailed, analysis of dualism and monism accompanied by an
evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses that was skilfully targeted at the question.
There was evidence, however, of more able candidates who did not do justice to their

AO01 material in their evaluation because they were less confident about discussing the
question. It is encouraging to see such a wide range of scholars included in responses

and generally there were few weak answers in this Area of Study; less able candidates
included rote learned material which did not answer the question set and were defined

by a simplistic approach and difficulty in manipulating the material. Less able candidates
confined their response to describing accounts of Near Death Experiences and Out of the
Body Experiences whilst more able candidates were fluent in their handling of a wide range
of scholarship in their discussions of Descartes, Plato, Aristotle and Ryle with the best of
them focusing effectively on Greek philosophy particularly well. As with other questions,
less able candidates did not always tackle the question on the paper. It is also a matter of
some concern that many candidates seem to have a confused sense of the historical context
of the scholars they refer to. By contrast, stronger candidates often discuss the cultural
context of ideas, thereby demonstrating a very authoritative grasp of the subject.

This candidate gets off to a slow start in a short essay of 5 pages. The first page is devoted
to writing out the question stimulus within an unformed plan; this is followed by writing
the question out again. In the next couple of paragraphs the stimulus is added on to the
end of each paragraph in a style that does not analyse in depth why the material discussed
significantly elucidates or refutes the claim. This candidate’s written expression shows
potential but the brevity of the essay does not allow for in-depth exploration of the ideas.

he. mind s moe. thon. the. Broun!

Malexiadss - ming  +loads seperato

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B



wc: ....... cou(\ ....... om.& ........... ?Uﬁd _______________ I’mﬁ _________ Q r\cJamt ______ c;_‘_ __________________________________
.................. N e,schamtocamuenh chen TRe.
WC N mujh ac\en@ ?m h’uetrd u’)mfm/
________________________________ \ /[mn'\mauD noT than e braun’
............................... Greeke_philosconer Plako shokeo thak.
the mind S cupalol ol (eeliny Qndesponty
N ox oy ong. :nf@k@gm@, e Yhu*g;

s homon (Which adds. (NG,

}@"m ax%mrrw .......... <houc ..... tm ......... MU0 e morc[’h:n .....

‘e mu(\o _____________ Oy wore ten the braun

I our mono &y dudt o orawn. what Woxd

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B

29



30

e ook, -
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Examiner Comments

Coverage of this topic is superficial. No theory is covered in any
great detail.

A
i OO ResultsP!

Examiner Tip

us

You can improve the quality of your work by reading relevant
scholars. Knowing the topic in detail will help to you to
substantiate any valid comment on the question. General
coverage of a few ideas does not meet the requirement of the
highest level descriptors.

Superficial coverage will result in disappointing outcomes.
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This essay, although it does not achieve full marks, is an example of a more detailed piece
of work. The first two pages cover more ground than the last essay and this explains the
different level of achievement in both assessment objectives.
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Examiner Comments

The plan sets out the structure of the essay and promises a
more substantive coverage of the topic.

A
y Results*lus
Examiner Tip
Solid study involves knowing at least some of the most
notable scholars in the field in some detail. Adopt a style

that works for you. Work logically through your material to
answer the question.

More detailed work brings its own reward in higher
outcomes.
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Question 3

This question attracted a large variety of answers, including some truly outstanding
responses to the question. Candidates routinely demonstrated a very accurate,
comprehensive and often sophisticated understanding of the key ideas of a scholar

with really good accounts of the works of Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Descartes, Hume,
Kierkegaard, Nagel, Nietzsche, Leibniz, Kierkegaard, Bonheoffer, Marx and Sartre. One of
the most popular combinations was Kierkegaard and Sartre.

The obvious enthusiasm so many candidates had for the area of study was clearly conveyed
by very mature essays in which the significant features of the work of philosopher/
philosophers within the philosophy of religion was discussed. The best answers referred to

a range of ideas or works by the chosen philosopher and put them in the correct context

of their time or the impact on subsequent thought which made for interesting, thoughtful
and scholarly analysis of their ideas. Good quality answers focussed on an interesting range
of philosophers with many candidates choosing to compare and contrast two different
philosophers; thus allowing for easier AO2 comment on any useful insights into religion and/
or God that might be derived from the study of the philosophy of religion. Candidates were
well versed with the significant features of the work of the philosopher(s) they had studied
and most gave an accurate analysis of the philosopher(s) they had investigated. The best
answers referred to a range of ideas or works by the chosen philosopher and placed them in
the correct context of their time whilst assessing the features of their work with great ease.

There was a discrepancy in the way weaker candidates responded to the question; some
simply offered a biographical account of a scholar and could have addressed the question
itself more explicitly. Some candidates discussed both Sartre and Kierkegaard and did

less well because of time constraints; they just did not cover the material they clearly had
intended to cover. In this range not many answers included much by way of comment from
scholars on the views of their philosophers, and although this was not a requirement it did
enhance the answers of candidates who were able to do it. Some candidates chose one
idea/argument from their philosopher and did a strengths or weaknesses comparison of that
view; whilst this was not necessarily a bad approach it was most often done at a simpler
level and not fully focused on the question in terms of concluding about the significant
features of their philosopher(s) within the philosophy of religion. There were also several
instances of candidates following the same structure for a pre-prepared answer that was
not subsequently manipulated when answering the question. Some candidates tended to
argue from the outset for the existence of God rather than answering the question; this was
especially apparent in responses that focussed on Aquinas or Paley. A few problems persist
with candidates answering an apparently different question without paying due attention to
the question on the paper. It is expected that pre-prepared material addresses the question
on the paper. Some candidates who had clearly studied material directly related to Question
1 on Religious Experience attempted this question. Whilst there is nothing to prohibit this,
candidates might limit achievement if they attempt a question for a different topic to the
topic they had been prepared for; especially if they are not explicitly answering the task set
by the question.

This essay, like many of the answers to the question, shows a clear command of the topic.
The candidate answers the question fluently. The candidate understands Nietzsche’s position
very well and clearly conveys essential elements of his thought.
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% ResultsPlus

Examiner Comments

The introduction and the first few pages clearly show the

grasp the candidate has over their material and this control is
sustained throughout the essay.

Q ResultsPlus
Examiner Tip

There is no substitute for knowing your field. It is always worth
reading around the topic once you have grasped the basic
ideas. Don’t be afraid to try reading material that pushes the

boundaries of your thinking beyond knowledge into critical
appreciation.
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This essay is another example of a well executed piece of work showing clear command
of the topic. The candidate answers the question fluently. The candidate understands

Wittgenstein’s early and late work in detail and clearly conveys essential elements of his
thought with thoughtful reflection on the question.

Chosen question number: Question1 [] Question2 I Question3 K —
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Examiner Comments

The candidate’s clear style of writing helps the reader to follow
the argument with ease. The discussion of anti-realism on
page 6 is handled very well. The juxtaposition of ideas shows
understanding as the essay progresses.

A
2@ ResultsP

us

Examiner Tip

There is no substitute for knowing your field. Assimilation of the
essential concepts in preparation for the exam helps the essay
to flow easily. Coherence within the structure of an essay is
related to proper selection and deployment of material. Work
hard to get this right. It pays off in the quality of your work.
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Paper Summary

Based on their performance on this paper, candidates are offered the following advice:

Do not ignore the question.

A generic question is not best answered with a generic answer. The question is made up
of two parts. The question itself and the generic phrase ‘Examine and comment on this
claim, with reference to the topic you have investigated.” Answer the question.

Use appropriate sources and, if possible, include recent scholarship.

Well deployed material will show how well you understand your topic and how you are
using your material to answer the question.

Do not forget to comment on your material in relation to the question.

Use your evidence to substantiate your argument.

Comment on alternative views if you know them.

Express your viewpoint clearly.

Practice writing under timed conditions as part of your preparation.

Do not spend too much time on your essay plan to the detriment of the essay itself.

Write legibly.
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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