
Examiners’ Report

June 2012

GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B



2 GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B

Edexcel and BTEC Qualifications

Edexcel and BTEC qualifications come from Pearson, the world’s leading learning company. 
We provide a wide range of qualifications including academic, vocational, occupational and 
specific programmes for employers. For further information visit our qualifications websites 
at www.edexcel.com or www.btec.co.uk for our BTEC qualifications. 
Alternatively, you can get in touch with us using the details on our contact us page at  
www.edexcel.com/contactus. 

If you have any subject specific questions about this specification that require the help of a
subject specialist, you can speak directly to the subject team at Pearson.
Their contact details can be found on this link: www.edexcel.com/teachingservices. 

You can also use our online Ask the Expert service at www.edexcel.com/ask. You will need 
an Edexcel username and password to access this service. See the ResultsPlus section 
below on how to get these details if you don’t have them already.

Get more from your exam results

…and now your mock results too!

ResultsPlus is Edexcel’s free online service giving instant and detailed analysis of your 
students’ exam and mock performance, helping you to help them more effectively.

•	 See your students’ scores for every exam question

•	 Spot topics, skills and types of question where they need to improve their learning

•	 Understand how your students’ performance compares with Edexcel national averages

•	 Track progress against target grades and focus revision more effectively with NEW  
Mock Analysis  

For more information on ResultsPlus, or to log in, visit www.edexcel.com/resultsplus.
To set up your ResultsPlus account, call us using the details on our contact us page at  
www.edexcel.com/contactus.

Pearson: helping people progress, everywhere

Our aim is to help everyone progress in their lives through education. We believe in every kind 
of learning, for all kinds of people, wherever they are in the world. We’ve been involved in 
education for over 150 years, and by working across 70 countries, in 100 languages, we have 
built an international reputation for raising achievement through innovation in education. Find 
out more about how we can help you and your students at: www.pearson.com/uk .

June 2012

Publications Code US032921

All the material in this publication is copyright 
© Pearson Education Ltd 2012



GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B 3

Introduction
General Comments

The Investigations Paper provides for a balance of teacher-directed and more independent 
student enquiry. The aim is to involve students as active participants within a process where 
they undertake individual research into a topic of particular interest. Questions are designed 
to be inclusive of all possible approaches to various topics and this is the reason the 
expression, “with reference to the topic you have investigated” is included in each question. 
The ability to select and manage individual research to fit the demands of the question is 
an important discriminator in terms of assessment. The mark scheme is generic and allows 
for a very wide range of possible approaches – there are no indicative mark schemes for 
each question because there are so many legitimate ways of answering questions based 
on independent research.  Preparation for this unit is focussed around the two assessment 
objectives. Candidates are expected to determine whether there is sufficient material 
to access a variety of appropriate sources (Assessment Objective 1) and to evaluate 
alternative views (Assessment Objective 2). Candidates may develop their research with 
reference to the criteria in the level descriptors across both AO1 and AO2. The assessment 
criteria are typically mentioned in each question through the trigger words, ‘examine’ for 
AO1 and ‘comment’ for AO2. The candidates work is assessed according to the application 
of both assessment objectives as in the exam itself there must be explicit attention to these 
objectives in the examination answer.

In preparation for this examination candidates may find it useful to write up their 
investigation under exam timed conditions to a variety of different possible questions. 
They might build up a number of different essay plans to different possible questions. The 
important point in these activities is to enable candidates to develop their management 
of material such as how to best structure their content to answer the specific question. 
However, candidates should be careful not to use a pre-prepared answer in the 
exam which has not been adapted to the question set or by answering a question that has 
been written for a topic they have not studied.

June 2012 demonstrated once again a very high level of scholarship  evident across all 
areas of study and many answers demonstrated the engagement that candidates had 
with their area of investigation. The enthusiasm for and knowledge of the chosen topic 
was clearly conveyed in many answers that were truly academic in their approach. Some 
Centres chose to focus on the same or similar topics for all their candidates, whereas other 
Centres permitted considerable choice for individual candidates. Candidates were very well 
prepared for the examination and it was evident that Centres used their specialist resources 
and interests to encourage candidates to research in depth a particular area of study. Many 
responses evidenced a wide range of relevant material with substantial background reading 
used effectively. A feature of high quality answers was the ability to manage research 
material to integrate an aspect(s)  of the  question. Candidates performed well across both 
assessment objectives with detailed content and insightful, cogent argument. There were 
well-structured responses based on the question and candidates used their knowledge to 
address the focus of the question.

In some cases candidates did not select their material in accordance with the specific 
question and could have adapted their material more effectively to address the question. 
The question was briefly mentioned and in some cases there was only reference to the 
question in the final section.  At the lower levels some candidates drew on sources that 
were below the standard expected for GCE level.  These responses tended to be descriptive 
rather than analytical and in some cases were too short to cover the topic in any breadth or 
depth; these responses typically lacked elaboration and lacked GCE level substance. 
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Centres should ensure that candidates are entered for the option that matches their area of 
study and that candidates are clear about which question they have been prepared for on 
the paper. 

There were still a few examples where entry for a different area of study may have been 
beneficial to the candidate. It is important to ensure candidates know which area of their 
investigation is the best fit for the question they answer on the paper. There was evidence 
of candidates choosing a different question on the paper to the question they had clearly 
prepared for before the examination. 

Candidates were not penalised if correct entries were not made or a cross was put in a box 
that did not match the answer. 
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Question 1

Religious Experience; Meditation

Overall the majority of candidates were well prepared for this question with a broad range of 
interesting well-researched responses: the best responses had a good range of scholarship 
which integrated their material into a coherent response rather than just re-telling a range 
of views/theories/life/work within the chosen investigation.

There was clear evidence of learning of subject knowledge and most candidates were 
able to use this knowledge to discuss the question in relation to their area of study. The 
most able candidates produced original arguments and wrote in a fluent and interesting 
way. The best responses evaluated and referred to the question consistently through their 
response. Scholarship was very well deployed and contemporary scientific experiments 
such as Persinger’s God Helmet were debated. Some included the work of Otto with a fluent 
familiarity of where his work might be relevant for informing their discussion.  

Most candidates demonstrated a good subject knowledge but a significant number did 
not select the information as readily and in these cases were less analytical and typically 
did not refer to or answer the question until the very end of their response. In this range 
of marks there was evidence of  some candidates relying on the same source. Better 
responses used a wide range of sources and deployed a wide range of scholars, ideas 
and traditions. The psychology of religion material has increased in popularity and this 
material was in general well handled. Many candidates drew on Dawkins, however, there 
were several cases of Dawkins being used uncritically regardless of whether the candidate 
agreed or disagreed with his views. In some cases, responses were one sided and lacked an 
appreciation of the debate.

The phrase ‘with reference to the topic you have investigated’ led to responses ranging from 
general statements with little or no reference to a particular topic, to some very precise 
analyses of particular ideas and scholars. Some candidates covered a lot of topics providing 
a general narrative account of views of religious experience. Swinburne and James were 
probably the most popular scholars mentioned, but there were also interesting discussions 
of a range of different thinkers. In scripts achieving at the lower end of the mark range 
it was common to see accounts of miracles and a discussion of Hume interpreted by the 
candidate as an account and discussion of a religious experience. Some candidates gave 
a good outline of the argument for the existence of God based on religious experience 
and considered its strengths and weaknesses; such essays gained some credit, but these 
candidates often did not relate their responses closely to the question set. The best answers 
considered the question and assessed the persuasiveness of their argument in relation to 
the range of scholarship deployed and many answers were very well done.  

This is almost a full extract of an answer on Religious Experience. 
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This candidate focuses on a range of accurate and relevant 
knowledge and this is presented within a clear structure. However, 
the brevity of the essay does not allow for a more detailed 
presentation of knowledge. Significant features are identified 
with basic elaboration rather than elaborated for emphasis on a 
particular line of argument.  There is no reference to the question. 

Examiner Comments

Do not ignore the question; all relevant research can be 
used to answer the question if you comment on it in your 
essay. Think about the meaning of the question and how 
your material might be used to reflect on the question. 

Examiner Tip



10 GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B



GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B 11

This candidate does not always write in an essay 
style throughout and sets out the A01 material 
mostly in note form.  In this short essay of five 
and a half pages there is no comment on any 
of this material until a passing reference to the 
question in a short six line conclusion. 

Examiner Comments

Think about your essay style and how you 
can integrate an argument throughout.  You 
are writing an essay and not a set of notes. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 2

Mind and Body

Many candidates provided a systematic account of the various positions in the mind body 
debate, covering monism, materialism, behaviourism and dualism. The best responses 
systematically examined forms of monism and dualism and tackled issues of interaction with 
reference to the question.  

This question attracted scholarly responses and was very well done by the majority of 
candidates who were effective at analysing the question and discussing the relevance of 
their research in this context. A popular approach for this question focussed on Life after 
Death as a way of analysing the difficulties or implications of accounting for the difference 
between mind and body. The question invited some very thorough responses offering 
a technically competent, detailed, analysis of dualism and monism accompanied by an 
evaluation of the strengths and weaknesses skilfully targeted at the question. 

These topics were very well understood, but some responses did not relate the various 
mind body positions to particular scholars. There were some very interesting answers 
on Buddhism and Hinduism, but some candidates found it difficult to draw comparisons 
between Western and Eastern approaches because of the very wide content they were 
covering. There were a significant number of answers to this question where an essay is 
pre-learned and not tailored to the question set. These answers often included a simplistic 
approach and difficulty in manipulating the material. There was also evidence of good 
candidates who did not do justice to their AO1 material in their evaluation because they 
were less confident about discussing the question. It is encouraging to see such a wide 
range of scholars included in responses and generally these were very well handled.
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This is a full extract of an answer on the mind body topic. 
This candidate includes a range of appropriate scholars and 
through, careful and insightful analysis follows a line of 
argument that keeps the question in mind throughout. Key 
issues and debates are highlighted and clearly understands 
the contrasting standpoints on the relationship between 
mind and body.  Each paragraph is introduced with 
vocabulary that shows a level of analytical understanding 
and the paragraph is then developed to emphasise an 
argument that relates clearly to the question. 

Examiner Comments

Know your material and ensure 
that you know why you are 
including it in your essay. 

Examiner Tip
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This  candidate focuses on the question from 
the outset and shows knowledge of the contrast 
between  eastern and western schools of 
thought. A brief introduction to the various forms 
of dualisms and monism is later developed in the 
essay to substantiate the final conclusion. 

Examiner Comments

It helps to remember the question more 
explicitly in the body of the essay.  This 
candidate presented  a range of interesting 
material and offered a justified conclusion 
but  could have commented more on the A01 
material before reaching the conclusion. 

Examiner Tip
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Question 3

A Study of One or More Philosophers of Religion

This question was less popular than the other two questions. Philosophers ranged from 
C.S.Lewis to Plato, Aristotle, Aquinas, Descartes, Hume, Kierkegaard, Nagel, Leibniz, 
Kierkegaard, Bonheoffer, Marx and Sartre. 

One of the most popular combinations was Kierkegaard and Sartre and several focused on 
Aquinas and Nietzsche with increasing interest in Freud /Jung and Wittgenstein. The best 
answers referred to a range of ideas or works by the chosen philosopher and put them in 
the context of their time or the impact on subsequent thought which made for interesting, 
thoughtful and scholarly analysis of their ideas. The obvious enthusiasm so many candidates 
had for this area of study was clearly conveyed by very mature essays in which the 
significant contribution to the philosophy of religion was very carefully teased out in the 
context of specific insights that might be gained about religion and/or God.  Most gave a 
good analysis of the philosopher they had investigated.     

There was evidence of a variety of quality of response and less able candidates tended 
to offer a biographical account of the scholar in question without paying attention to 
the demands of the question or including the debate which surrounded the philosopher. 
Occasionally this approach was justified in that some responses related Kierkegaard’s life 
experiences to the development of his philosophy. At the lower end of the mark range not 
many answers included much by way of comment from scholars on the views of their 
philosophers, and although this was not a requirement it did enhance the answers of 
candidates who were able to do it.  Some candidates chose one idea/argument from their 
philosopher and did a strengths or weaknesses of that view; whilst this was not necessarily 
a bad approach it was most often done at a simpler level and not fully focused on the 
question in terms of concluding about the insights into religion and/or God when assessing 
or studying these ideas. Some candidates tended to argue from the outset for the existence 
of God rather than answering the question; this was especially apparent in responses that 
focussed on Aquinas or Descartes.

It is expected that any pre-prepared material must address the question on the paper. Some 
candidates who had clearly studied material directly related to Question 1 on Religious 
Experience attempted this question.  Whilst there is nothing to prohibit this, candidates 
might limit achievement if they attempt a question for a different topic to the topic they 
had been prepared for; especially if they are not explicitly answering the task set by the 
question. 



24 GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B



GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B 25



26 GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B



GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B 27



28 GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B



GCE Religious Studies 6RS02 1B 29

This candidate clearly knows Nietzsche and makes 
a clear connection to the question  from the outset. 
The evaluation of the issue(s)  raised in the task is 
carefully analysed through a reasoned argument that 
is based on well-deployed evidence from Nietzsche’s 
work.  This is expressed accurately, fluently and uses 
a range of technical vocabulary throughout.  The 
candidate knows their topic and has a point of view 
that is clearly conveyed throughout the essay. 

Examiner Comments

Know the vocabulary that is relevant for 
your topic. Remember the question and use 
your knowledge to its fullest advantage. 

Examiner Tip
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This candidate adopts an analytical approach to the topic that 
is apparent  from the beginning and sustained through to the 
final pages.  Fluency with the topic and relevant academic 
commentary helped the candidate to make every word count. 

Examiner Comments

Time in the examination is limited and it is helpful to 
have a precise style of expression and to know your 
topic well enough to make every word count. 

Examiner Tip
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Paper Summary
Key points to remember: 

•	 Manage the material to focus on the demands of the question. 

•	 Use appropriate sources and, if possible, include recent scholarship. 

•	 Demonstrate how well you understand the topic by your selection of material. 

•	 Do not forget to comment on your material. Show that you have thought about your 
research.

•	 Use your evidence to substantiate your argument. 

•	 Comment on alternative views if you know them. 

•	 Express your viewpoint clearly. 

•	 Practice writing under timed conditions as part of your preparation. 

•	 Do not spend too long writing out your essay plan to the detriment of the essay itself. 
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Grade Boundaries
Grade boundaries for this, and all other papers, can be found on the website on this link:

http://www.edexcel.com/iwantto/Pages/grade-boundaries.aspx
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